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ESSAY    ON    MAN, 

IN  FOUR  EPISTLES. 

TO 

H.  ST.  JOHN,   LORD  JBOLINGBROKE. 
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THE    DESIGN. 


T  Taving  propofed  to  write  fome  pieces  on  Humaii 
-  Life  and  Manners,  fuch  as  (to  ufe  my  Lord  Bacon'* 
expreflion)  come  home  to  Mei^s  Bufinefs  and  Bo/cms ^  I 
thouglit  it  more  fatisfactory  to  begin  with  confidering 
Man  in  the  abftraft,  his  Nature  and  his  State;  fince,  to 
prore  any  moral  duty,  to  enforce  any  moral  precept,  or  to 
examine  the  perfection  or  imperfection  of  any  creature 
whatfoever,  it  is  ncceflary  firft  to  know  what  condition 
and  relation  it  is  placed  in,  and  what  is  the  proper  end 
and  puypofe  of  its  being. 

The  fcience  of  Human  Nature  is,  like  all  other  fciences, 
reduced  to  a /Wu  clear  points :  There  are  not  many  certain 
tniihs  in  this  world.  It  is  therefore  in  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Mind  as  in  that  of  the  Body  \  more  good  will  accrue  to 
mankind  by  attending  to  the  large,  open,  and  perceptible 
parts,  than  by  ftudying  too  much  fuch  finer  nerves  and  vef- 
fcls,  the  conformations  and  ufes  of  which  will  for  ever 
cfcape  our  obfcrvation.  The  difputes  are  all  upon  thefe  laft, 
and,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  they  have  lefs  fliarpened  the 
■zvits  than  the  hearts  of  men  againll  each  other,  and  have 
dlminilhcd  the  practice,  more  than  advanced  the  theory, 
of  Morality.  Ir  I  could  flatter  myfelf  that  this  EOay  has 
any  merit,  it  is  in  fleering  betwixt  the  extremes  of  do6lrincs 
Iccmingly  oppolite,  in  pafling  over  terms  utterly  unintel- 
ligible, and  in  forming  a  temperate^  yet  not  inconftjlcnt^  and 
wjhort,  yet  not  imperfect y  fyftem  of  Ethics. 

This  I  might  liave  done  in  profe ;  but  I  chofe  verfe,  and 
even  rhyme,  for  two  reafons.  The  one  will  appear  ob- 
vious ;  that  principles,  maxims,  or  precepts  fo  written, 
both  firike   tbe  reader  more  ihongly  at  firll,  and  arc  more 
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cafily  retained  by  him  afterwards  :  The  other  may  feem  odd, 
but  is  true.  I  found  I  could  exprefs  them  more  Jhortly  this 
way  than  in  profe  itfelf ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  much  of  the  force  as  well  as  grace  of  arguments  or 
inftruftions  depends  on  their  concifenefs.  I  was  unable  to 
treat  this  part  of  my  fubjeO;  more  in  detail^  without  becom- 
ing dry  and  tedious  j  or  more  poetically^  without  facrificing 
perfpieuity  to  ornament,  without  wandering  from  the  pre*- 
cifion,  or  breaking  the  chain  of  reafoning :  If  any  man  can 
unite  all  thefe  without  diminution  of  any  of  them,  I  freely 
confefs  he  will  compafs  a  thing  above  my  capacity. 

What  is  now  publiflied,  is  only  to  be  confidered  as  a 
getleral  Map  of  Man,  marking  out  no  more  than  the  greater 
partSy  their  extenty  their  limitsy  and  their  comieBiortj  but 
leaving  the  particular  to  be  more  fully  delineated  in  the 
charts  which  are  now  to  follow.  Confequently  thefe  Epiftles 
in  their  progrefs  (if  I  have  health  and  leifure  to  make  any 
progrefs)  will  be  lefs  dry,  and  more  fufceptible  of  poetical 
ornament.  I  am  here  only  opening  thtfountainsy  and  clear- 
ing the  paflage.  To  deduce  the  rivers y  to  follow  them  in 
their  courfe,  and  to  obferve  their  effeds,  may  be  a  tafk 
more  agreeable.  Pope. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  EPISTLE  I. 


Of  the  Nature  and  State   of  Man,   luitb   rcfpecl  to 
the  Universe, 

OF  Man   in  the  abfiraB. — I.  That  lue  can  judge  onl^  ivith 
regard  to  our  own  fyftem,  being  ignorant  of  the  relations 
of  fyjlenis  and  things ^  Ver.  17,  &c.     II.   That  Man  is  not 
to  be  deemed  imperfe£l,  but   a    Being  fuited  to  his  place 
and  rank  in  the  creation.^  agreeable  to  the  general  Order  of 
things y    and  conformable    to   Ends    and    Relations    to  him 
unkncwn,    Ver.  35,    &c.     III.   That  it  is  partly  upon  his 
ignorance  of  future  events^  and  partly  upon  the  hope  of  a 
future  jlatc^  that   all   his  happinefs  in  the  prefent  depends, 
Ver.  77,  &c.       IV.  The  pride   of  aiming  at  iHore  hioiv- 
ledge,  and  pretending  ^0  more  perfeElion,  the  caufe  of  Man's 
error  and  mifery.      The  impiety  of  putting  himfelf  in  the 
place  of  God,  and  judging  of  the  fitnefs    or  unjitnefs,  per- 
feElion  or  imperfection ^  jujlice   or  injiftice.,    of  his  difpenfa- 
tionsy    Ver.  109,     Sec.       V.   The    abfurdity    of    conceiting 
}Mmfelf  the    final    caufe   of  the    creation,    or   expeEling  that 
perfection    in    the    moral    ivovld,    nvhich  is    not  in  the  na- 
tural,   Ver.   131,     he.       VI.     The    unreafonablenefs    of 
his  complaints  againjl  Providence,    ivhile    en   the  one  hand 
he  demands  the  Pcrfeclions  of  the  Angels,  and  on  the  other 
the   bodily  qualifications  of  the  Brutes ;   though,  to  pojffs  ^ny 
hf  the  fenfitive   faculties  ;'//   a  higher  degree,  ti'ould  render 
him    mifernble,  Ver.  173,    &c.     VII.    2h(>i   throughout  the 
whole  vfible   world,    an   univerfal  order    and  gradation  in 
the  fenjiial  and  mental  faculties  is  obfcrved,  ivhich  caufes  a 
fubordination   of  creature  to  creature,  and  of  all  creatures 
to   Man.     The  gradations  of  fenfe,  inftindl,  thought,  rc- 
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fle£tIon,  rcafon :  that  Reafon  alone  countervails  all  the 
other  faculties y  Ver.  207.  VIII.  Hoiv  much  further  this 
order  and  fubordination  of  living  creatures  may  extend^ 
above  and  beloiv  us ;  nvere  any  part  of  -which  broken,  not 
that  part  only,  but  the  tuhole  connected  creation  mufl  be 
dejlroyedy  Ver.  233.  IX.  The  extravagance,  madnefs,  and 
^xidt  of  fuch  a  deftrcy  Ver.  250.  X.  The  confequetice  of  all 
the  abfolute  fubmifllon  due  to  Providence,  both  as  to  our 
prefent  fl«i  future  ftate,  Ver.  281,  &:c.  to  the  end. 
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POPE  informs  us,  in  his  firft  preface  to  ibis  Eflay,  "  that  he 
chofe  this  epiftolary  way  of  writing,  notwithilanding  his  fubjeft 
was  high,  and  of  dignity,  becaufe  of  its  being  mixed  with  argu- 
ment which  of  its  nature  approacheth  to  profe."  He  has  not 
wandered  into  any  ufclefs  digrcffions ;  has  employed  no  fidlions, 
no  tale  or  itory,  and  has  relied  chiefly  on  the  poetry  of  his  ftyle 
for  the  purpofe  of  interefting  his  readers.  His  ftyle  is  concife  and 
figurative,  forcible  and  elegant.  He  has  many  metaphors  and 
images,  artfully  interfperfed  in  the  driclt  paflages,  which  flood 
mod  in  need  of  fuch  ornaments.  If  any  beauty  in  this  EfTay  be 
uncomnionly  tranfcendent  and  peculiar,  it  is  brevity  of  diftion  ; 
which,  in  a  few  inftances,  and*thofe  perhaps  pardonable,  has  occa« 
fioned  obfcurity.  On  its  firft  publication  Pope  did  not  own  it, 
and  it  was  given  by  the  public  to  Lord  Paget,  Dr.  Young, 
Dr.  Defaguliers,  and  others.  Even  Swift  feems  to  have  been 
deceived.  There  is  a  remarkable  pafiage  in  one  of  his  letters  : 
*'  I  confefs  I  did  never  imagine  you  were  fo  deep  in  morals,  or  that 
fo  many  and  excellent  rules  could  be  produced  fo  advantageoufly 
and  agreeably  in  that  fcience,  from  any  one  head.  I  confefs  in 
fome  places  I  was  forced  to  read  twice.     I  believe  I  told  you  before 

what  the  Duke  of  D faid  to  me  on  that  occafion  ;  how  a 

judge  here,  who  knows  you,  told  him,  that,  on  the  firft  reading 
thofc  Eflays,  he  was  much  pleafed,  but  found  fome  lines  a  little 
dark  :  On  the  fecond,  moft  of  them  cleared  up,  and  his  plcafure 
increafcd  :  On  the  third,  he  had  no  doubt  remaining,  and  then  he 
admired  the  whole." 

The  fubjedl  of  this  Efiay  is  a  vindication  of  Providence  ;  in 
which  the  poet  propofes  to  prove.  That,  of  all  pofliblc  fyftems, 
Inlinitc  Wildom  has  funned  the  beft  :  That  in  fuch  a  fyftem, 
coherence,  union,  fubordination,  are  neccflary  ;  and  if  fo,  that 
appearances  of  evil,  both  moral  and  natui-al,  are  alfo  neceffary  and 
unavoidable  :  That  tnc  fecming  dcfefts  and  blemilhcs  in  the  uni- 
verie  confpire  to  its  general  beauty  :  That  as  all  parts  in  an  animal 
are  not  eyes ;  and  as  in  a  city,  comedy,  or  pidlure,  all  ranks,  cha- 
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rafters,  and  colours  arc  not  equal  or  alike ;  rven  (o  excefles  and 
contrary  qualities  contribute  to  the  proportion  and  harmony  of 
the  univerfal  fyflem  :  That  it  is  not  ftrange  that  we  fliould  not  be 
able  to  difcovtr  perfe£lion  and  order  in  every  inftance  ;  becaufe,  in 
an  infinity  of  things  mutually  relative,  a  mind  which  fees  not  infi- 
nitely, can  fee  nothing  fully.  This  dofirine  was  inculcated  by- 
Plato  and  the  Stoics,  but  more  amply  and  particularly  by  the 
later  Platonills,  and  by  Antoninus  aad  Simplicius. 

In  illuftrating  his  fubjeft,  Pope  has  been  much  more  deeply 
indebted  to  the  Theodicee  of  Leibnitz,  to  Archbifhop  King's 
Origin  of  Evil,  and  to  the  Moralills  of  Lord  vShaftefI)ury,  (parti- 
cularly to  the  laft,)  than  to  the  pliilcfophers  above  mentioned.  The 
late  Lord  Bathuril  repeatedly  affured  me,  that  he  had  read  the 
whole  fcheme  of  the  Efiay  of  Man,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Bolingbroke,  and  d"awn  up  in  a  feriesof  propofitions,  which  Pope 
was  to  amplify,  vcrfify,  and  illuftrate.  Li  doing  which,  our  poet, 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  left  feveral  paflages  fo  exprefftd,  as  to  be 
favourable  to  fatalifm  and  neceflity,  notwithftandiiig  all  the  pains 
that  can  be  taken,  and  the  artflil  turns  that  can  be  given  to  tliofe 
paflfages,  to  place  thein  on  the  fide  of  religion,  and  make  thcin 
coincide  with  the  fundamental  doftrines  of  revelation. 

The  doftrine  obvioufly  intended  to  be  inculcated  in  this  Efijy 
is,  "  That  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  in  the  dillribulion  of 
good  and  evil,  in  this  life,  {land  in  no  need  of  any  hypothtfis  to 
juilify  them  ;  all  is  adjuftcdin  the  moft  perfeft  order  ;  whatever  is, 
is  right  ;  and  we  have  no  occafion  to  call  in  the  notion  of  a  future 
life  to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man,  becaufe  they  are  fnllr 
and  fufficiently  benevolent  and  juft  in  the  prcfcnt."  If  we  cannot 
fubfcribe,  on  one  hand,  to  Dr.  Warburton's  opinion,  "  that  th'.-fc 
epiftles  have  a  precifion,  force,  and  clofcnofs  of  connection  rarelv 
to  be  met  with,  even  in  the  moil  formal  treatifes  of  philofophy  :'' 
yet  neither  can  we  aflcnt  to  the  fevere  fentence  that  Dr.  Johnfon 
has  pafled  on  the  other  hand  ;  namely,  "  that  penury  of  know- 
ledge, and  vulgarity  of  fentiment,  were  never  fo  happily  difguifed 
as  in  this  Effay  ;  the  reader  feels  his  mind  full,  though  he  learns 
nothing  ;  and,  when  he  meets  it  in  its  new  array,  no  longer  knows 
the  talk  of  his  mother  and  his  nurfe."  Wartos. 

The  difference  between  Lord  Bolingbroke's  fyftem  and  Pone's 
is  very  well  Hated  by  RnfThcad  : 

"  Pope's  EfTay  on  Man  ii  a  real  vindication  of  Providence 
againfl  libertines  and  atheiilc,  who  quarrel  with  the  prcfent  coufti- 
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tution  of  things,  and  deny  a  future  ftate.  To  thefe  he  anfwei"S, 
that  avhaiever  is,  is  right;  and  he  afiigns  this  reafon, — that  we  fee 
only  a  part  of  the  moral  fyllem,  and  not  the  whole :  therefore 
thefe  irregularities  ferving  to  great  purpofes,  fuch  as  the  fuller 
maaifcftation  of  God's  goodnefs  and  juftice,  they  are  right. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  Lord  Boiingbroke's  Effays  are  a  pretended 
vindication  of  Providence  againil  what  heconfiders  an  Ingenious conlc' 
deracy  between  Divines  and  Atheifts  ;  who  ufe  a  common  principle, 
namely,  the  Irregularities  of  God^s  moral go'Vernment  here,  for  different 
ends  and  purpofes  ;  the  one,  to  eflablifh  ^  future  Jlate^  and  the  other 
to  difcredit  the  lelng  of  God.  Lord  Bolingbrokt  oppofes  both  con- 
dufions,  by  endeavouring  to  overthrow  the  common  principle^  by  hi* 
friend's  maxim,  "  Whatever  is,  is  right ;"  not  becaufc  the  prefent 
(late  of  our  moral  world  (which  is  part  only  of  a  general  fyftem)  is 
necejfary  for  the  perfeBlon  of  the  ivhole-,  but  becaufc  our  moral 
luorld  is  an  entirf.  system  of  itself.  In  a  word,  the  poet 
diretls  his  reafojiiugs  againft  Atheifts  and  Libertines  in  fupport  of 
religion  ;  Lord  Bolingbrokc  againil  Divines  in  fupport  of  natural- 
ifm.  Mr.  Pope's  argument  is  manly,  fyftematical,  and  convincing; 
Lord  B.'s  confufed,  prevaricating,  and  inconfiftent." 

It  is  well  ki>o\vn,  that  M.  de  Croufaz  wrote  remarks  on  the 
Eflay,  accufingthe  Author  of  inculcating  "  Naturalifm."  Thefe 
remarks  were  anfwered  by  Warburton,  whofe  interpretation,  as 
it  was  adopted  by  Pope,  is  here  retained.  It  is  plain,  that  Pope 
did  not  in  his  Eflay  Intend  to  inculcate  Naturalifm  ;  but  there  are 
fome  pafTages  which,  notwithftandir.g  all  Warburton  has  done, 
feem  to  look  that  way.  It  is  but  fair,  however,  that  he  (honld 
have  that  interpretation  by  which  he  deliberately  wilhed  to  abide. 
The  eagernefs  with  which  Warburton's  explanations  were  adopted, 
appears  evidently  from  Pope's  letter  to  him  on  the  fubjcCt,  in 
%vhich  I  have  no  doubt  he  fpoke  the  truth :  "  You  have  made 
my  fyllem  as  clear  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  and  could  not ;  you 
undcrlland  me  as  well  as  I  underlland  myfclf,  but  you  exprcfs  me 
better  than  I  could  myfclf." 

This  poem  i;;  of  the  moral  and  pliilofophical  kind,  and  is  to 
be  clafTcd  with  the  '  Poem  of  Lucretius,'  &c.  It  has  very  httle 
rtfcmblance  to  didacftic  or  preceptive  pieces,  fuch  as  the  Game  of 
Cliefs  by  Vida,  Boileau's  Art  of  Poetry,  Phillips'  Cyder,  ard 
»i'.hcr  poeins  of  the  kind,  which  Wartnn  enumerates.  In  its  call 
ami  rh'.rr.fiter  ;r   :«  nhnnft   as  diffeivnl   from  thefe,  as  //•.-)•  are  of  a, 
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different  rank  and  charafter  from  poems  which  (as  Warton  fays) 
**  dcfcribe  events."  Its  merit  is  to  be  eftimated  from  the  depth  of 
thinking  which  it  evinces  as  a  philofophical  treatife,  and  from  the 
propriety  and  beauty  of  the  language  and  ilkiftrations  which  it 
difplays  as  a  poem. 

This  Effay  was  tranflated  into  Latin  verfe  by  J.  Sayer. 


[    II    3  ££ 

•    L 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E     I. 


A  WAKE,  my  St.  John!  leave  all  meaner  things    ,^ 
To  low  ambition,  and  the  pride  of  Kings. 
Let  us  (fmce  Life  can  little  more  fupply 
Than  jufl  to  look  about  us  and  to  die) 

Expatiate 

COMMENTARY. 

THE  opening  of  this  Poem  [in  fif:een  lines]  is  taken  up  ia 
giving  an  account  of  the  fiibjeft  ;  which,  agreeably  to  the  title, 
is  an  Essay  on  Man,  or  a  Phi!ofop!iical  Inquiry  into  his  Nature 
and  Eiul,  hid  Fajftons  and  Purfuits. 

The  exordium  relates  to  the  whole  work,  of  which  the  EJfuy  an 
Man  was  only  the  f.rll  book.  The  fixth,  fcventh,  and  eighth  lines 
allude  to  the  fubjctls  of  this  Effiiy,  viz,,  the  general  Older  and 
Dcfign  of  Providence  ;  the  Conilitution  of  the  Human  Minii  ;  the 
Origin,  Ufc,  and  End  of  the  Paflions  and  Affections,  both  fclfifh 
and  focial  ;  and  the  wrong  Purfuits  of  Happinefs  in  Power,  Plea- 
furc,  fee.  The  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  Sec.  have  relation  to  the 
fubjefts  of  the  books  intended  to  follow,  viz.  the  Characters  and 
Capacities  of  Men,  and  the  Limits  of  Science,  which  once  tranf- 
grefied,  ignoraiice  begins,  and  errors  witliout  end  fucceed.  The 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  to  the  Knowledge  of  Mankind,  and  tlie 
various  Manners  of  the  Age. 

The 

N  O  T  F.  S . 

Ver.  t.  y/it'rt/r,  viy  St.  John  !]  Henry  St.  John,  fon  of  Sir 
Henry  St.  John,  I'arontt,  of  Lydiard  Tregofe  ia  Wilnhire,  by 
Mary,  feco'.d  dangliter  and  htirefs  of  Robtit  Rich,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  was  born  in  167H.  pie  was  cduc.ited  urd  at  Etou 
School,  from  thence  he  went  to  Chrill  Churcli,  Oxford,  where, 
as  through  life,   ht  was  dillinguiflicd  both  by  talents  and  tNCfffes. 

or 
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Expatiate  free  o*er  all  this  fccne  of  Man ;  5 

A  mighty  maze !  but  not  without  a  plan ; 

A  wild, 

COMMENTARY. 

The  Poet  tells  us  next  (line  i6th3  with  what  defign  he  wrote, 
viz. 

"  To  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  Man." 
The  men  he  writes  againft,  he  frequently  informs  us,  are  fuch  a; 
nveigh  their  opinion  againjl  Providence  (vcr.  1 14.),  fiich  as  cry..  If 
Man^s  unhappy,  God's  vnjujl  (ver.  118.))  or  fuch  as  fall  into  the 
notion,  that  Vice  and  Virtue  there  is  none  at  all  (Ep.  ii.  ver.  212.). 
This  occafions  the  Poet  to  divide  his  vindication  of  the  ways  of 
God  into  two  parts.  In  the  firft  of  which  he  gives  direft  anfvvers 
to  thofe  objeftions  which  libertine  men,  011  a  view  of  the  diforder-i 
arifing  from  the  perverfity  of  the  human  will,  have  intended 
againft  Providence :  and  in  the  fccond,  he  obviates  all  thofe  objec- 
tions, by  a  true  delineation  of  human  nature  ;  or  a  general,  but  exatft, 
map  of  Man.  The  firft  epiftle  is  employed  in  the  management  of 
the  firft  part  of  this  difpute  ;  and  the  three  following  in  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  fecond.  So  that  this  whole  book  conftitutes  a  com- 
plete £^ay  on  Many  written  for  the  beft  purpofe,  to  vindicate  the 
•ways  of  God.  Warburtcs 

NOTES. 

Of  his  political  career  more  will  be  faid  in  another  place.  His 
talents  were  fhewy  and  brilliant,  if  not  folid;  though  he  certainly 
wiftied  to  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  a  great  genius,  born  for  great 
eonjunHures  !  His  predominant  ambition,  or,  as  Pope  would  fay, 
"  his  ruling  paflion,"  was  to  unite  the  characters  of  a  man  of 
bulinefs and  of  pleafuie.  By  the  favour  of  Mr.  Coxe,  I  have  feeu 
a  colleftiou  of  his  letters,  belonging  to  the  Egremont  family. 

His  letters  to  Sir  William  Wyndham,  from  Paris,  are  fcnhble, 
unaffeAed,  and  eloquent,  with  fome  plaufible  accounts  of  his 
virtues  and  philofophy  in  his  exile  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  corre- 
fponds  with  Charles  Wyndham,  his  fon,  a  youth  (afterwards 
Earl  of  Egremont),  encouraging  him  in  his  earliell  fchemcs  of 
plcafure,  and  promoting  an  intrigue  with  a  favourite  aftrefs  ;  on 
which  fubjefk,  though  fixty  years  old  at  the  time,  he  evidently 
writes  con  amorc.  He  married  the  niece  of  Madame  de  Mahitenon, 
after  the  death  of  his  firft  wife. 

Of 
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A  Wild,  where  weeds  and  flow'rs  promifcuous  fhoot. 

Or  Garden,  tempting  with  forbidden  fruit. 

Together  let  us  beat  this  ample  field. 

Try  what  the  open,  what  the  covert  yield  ;  10 

The  latent  tra£ls,  the  giddy  heights,  explore 

Of  all  who  blindly  creep,  or  fightlefs  foar ; 

Eye  Nature's  walks,  Ihoot  Folly  as  it  flies. 

And  catch  the  manners  living  as  they  rife  ; 

Laugh 

MOTES. 

Of  his  Philofophy,  in  which  he  was  the  preceptor  of  Pope,  we 
may  fay  with  Burke,  *'  Who  ntKu  reads  Bolingbroke  ?  Who  ever 
rend  him  through  ?"  But  this  Poem  will  continue  to  charm,  from 
the  mufic  of  its  vcrfe,  the  fplendour  of  its  diftion,  and  the  beauty 
of  its  illuftrations,  when  the  Philofophy  that  gave  rife  to  it,  like 
the  cosrfe  manure  that  fed  the  flowers,  is  perceived  and  remem- 
bered no  more. 

Ver.  6.  A  mighty  maze!  hut  not  'without  apian;"]  In  the  firft 
edition,  it  was  "  a  mighty  maze,  'without  a  plan."  It  is  fmgular 
that  Mr.  Gray  fell  into  fomething  like  the  fame  contradiction.  In 
the  firft  edition  of  his  Ode  on  the  Death  of  a  Favourite  Cat,  it 
was  printed,  "  What  cat's  a  foe  to  fi(h  ?"  when  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  it  was  this  very  ode.  It  was  altered  to  "  What  cat's 
averfe  to  fifh  ?"  but  it  is  bad  enough  ftill.  I  mention  this  to  (hew 
that  the  mod  correft  writers  are  fubjeft  to  thefe  inadvertencies, 
**  quas  aut  incuria  fudit,  aut  humana  parum  cavet  natura." 

Ver.  12.  Of  all  'who  blindly  creep,  ^r.]  i.  e.  Thofe  who  only 
follow  the  blind  guidance  of  their  paflions ;  or  thofe  who  leave 
behind  thera  common  fenfe  and  fober  reafon,  in  their  high  flights 
through  the  regions  of  Metaphyfics.  Both  which  foUics  arc  ex- 
pofed  in  the  fourth  epiille,  where  the  popular  and  philofophical 
errors  concerning  Happinefs  are  detefled.  The  figure  is  taken 
from  animal  li  fe .  W A  r  b  u  R  T  o  K . 

Ver.  13.  Eye  Nature' i  'walks,~\  Tlicfe  metaphors,  drawn  from 
the  field  fports  of  fctting  and  fliootiiig,  fcem  much  below  the  dig- 
nity of  the  fubjcft,  ?nd  an  lumatural  mixture  of  the  ludicrous  and 
fcrious.  Wartos. 


^4  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  fip.t. 

Laugh  where  we  muft,  be  candid  where  we  can;       1 5 
But  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  Man. 

I.  Say  firfl:,  of  God  above,  or  Man  below. 
What  can  we  reafon,  but  from  what  we  know? 

Of 

'•  COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  17.  Sayfirft,ofGodahove,orManhelo<w,lffc.^  The  Poet 
having  declared  his  yji/yV^?;  hh  end  of  writing ;  and  the  quality  of 
his  advcifarics ;  proceeds  (from  ver.  i6  to  23.)  to  infiruft  us, 
from  'iuhcncc  he  intends  to  draw  his  arguments  ;  namely,  from  the 
'vifthle  things  nf  God  in  this  fyftem,  to  demonftrate  the  invifibk 
things  of  God,,  his  eternal  Power  and  Godhead.  And  why  ? 
Becaufe  we  can  renfm  only  from  tvhat  lue  knoio ;  and  as  we  hio<w 
no  more  of  Man  than  what  we  fee  of  his  ftation  here,  fo  we  know 
no,  m.ore  of  God  than  what  wc  fee  of  his  difpenfations  in  this  ftation  ; 
being  able,  to  trace  him  no  further  tiian  to  the  limits  of  our  own 
fyj^eiPv.    Tbi*  naturally  leads  the  Poet  to  cxprobate  the  miferable 

folly 

NOTES. 

-.They  are  the  more  fo,  as  Pope  is  not  content  with  barelv 
touching  the  metaphor  of  fhooting  en  prffant,  but  purfues  it  with 
fo  much  minutenefs.  I-.et  us  "  beat  this  ample  field" — "  try  what  the 
cpniert  yields," — "  ov"  A^i//w,-.;'s  walks, — "yZi&o/"  Folly.  I  need 
i)Ot  mention  the  want  of  exatinefs,  into  which  this  illuftration  has 
betrayed  him,  when  he  talks  of  "  eying  a  walk,"  &c. 
.  Ver.  I ^.  Laugh  where  we  vnfl,  lffc.'\  Intimating,  that  human 
follies  are  fo  ftrangely  abfurd,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
raofl  companionate,  on  feme  occafions,  to  reftrain  their  mirth  :  and 
that  its  crimes  are  fo  flagitious,  that  the  nioft  candid  have  feldom  an 
opportunity,  on  this  fubjecr,  to  txercife  their  virtue. 

Warburton. 
Ver.  15.    Laugh  where  we  mvflt'\   *'  La  fottife   (fays  old  Mon- 
taigne) eft  une  mauvaiie  qualite;  mais  ne  la  pouvoir  fupporter,  & 
s'en  depiter  &  rougcr,  comme   il  m'advient,  c'eil   une  autre  forte 
de  maladie,  qui  ne  doit  gueres  a  la  fottife  en  importunite." 

War  TON. 
Ver.  16.  But  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  io  Man~\    . 

"  And  juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  Man."  Mdtoh. 
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Of  Man,  what  fee  we  but  his  flation  here. 

From  which  to  reafon,  or  to  which  refer  ?  2o 

Thro*  worlds  unnumbered  the'  the  God  be  known, 

*Tis  ours  to  trace  him  only  in  our  own* ,  .  • 

He,  who  through  vaft  immenfity  can  pierce. 

See  worlds  on  worlds  compofe  one  univerfe, 

Obferve  how  fyftem  into  fyftem  runs,  25 

What  other  planets  circle  other  funs. 

What 

COMMENTARY. 

folly  and  impiety  of  pretending  to  pry  into,  and  call  in  queftion» 
the  profound  difpenfations  of  Providence  :  which  reproof  contains 
(from  ver.  22  to  43.)  a  fublime  defcription  of  the  Omnifcience  of 
God,  and  the  miferable  blindnefs  and  prefmnption  of  Man. 

Warburton, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  19,  20.  Of  Alan i  'what  fee  ive  but  h'u  (lat'ion  herct 
From  ivbicl}  to  reafon^  or  to  lub'uh  refer ?"] 
The  fenfe  is,  *'  we  fee  nothing  of  Man  but  as  he  ilands  at  prefcnt 
in  his  (lation  here;  From  which  ftation,  all  our  reafonings  on  his 
nature  and  end  muft  be  drawn  ;  and  to  this  ftation  they  rauft  all  be 
referred."  The  confequence  is,  that  our  reafonings  on  his  nature 
and  end  m\i{\.  needs  be  very  imperfedl.  Warburtoj. 

Ver.  23.  He,  who  through  vajltmmenfty,  Iffc."]  If  the  imagery  in 
the  preceding  page  gave  a  moment's  depreffion  to  the  Poet's  fong, 
how  amply  does  he  here  make  amends  !  Let  mc  not,  however,  be 
thought  to  imply,  that  a  poem  of  this  kind  fhould  be  always  (to 
fay  fo)  "on  the  flretch ;  but  that  an  illuftration,  if  not  at  all 
dignified,  or  in  conefpondence  with  the  theme,  fhould  not  be 
piirfued  fb  minutely,  that  the  mind  muft  perforce  obferve  its 
iiieannefs. 

Ver.  26.  IV hat  other  planet f\  What  muft  the  great  .Sage  have 
felt,  when  the  idea  of  *'  other  planets  circling  other  funs," 
and  the  magnificent  conceptions  of  the  unmverse,  as  Wonderful 
in  detail  as  awful  and  fublin:c  in  its  general  view,  fjril  opened  on 
hi.s  conviction  ! 
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What  vary'd  Being  peoples  ev'ry  ftar. 

May  tell  why  Heav*n  has  made  us  as  we  are. 

But  of .  this  frame,  the  bearings  and  the  ties. 

The  ftrong  connections,  nice  dependencies,  30 

Gradations  jufr,  has  thy  pervading  foul 

LookM  through  ?  or  can  a  part  contain  the  whole  ? 

Is 

NOTES. 

Ver.  29.  But  of  this  frame,  the  bearings']  "  Imagine  only  fomc 
pcrfon  entirely  a  ftranger  to  navigation,  and  ignorant  of  the  nature 
of  the  fea  or^waters,  how  great  his  aftonifliment  would  be,  when 
finding  himfelf  en  board  fome  veflel  anchoring  at  fea,  remote  from 
all  land  profpcft  ;  whilft  it  was  yet  a  calm,  he  viewed  the  pon- 
derous machine  firm  and  motionlefs  in  the  midft  of  the  fmooth 
ocean,  and  confidered  its  foundations  beneath,  together  with  its 
cordage,  mafts,  and  fails  above.  How  eafily  wmild  he  fee  the 
whole  one  regular  ftrufture,  all  things  depending  on  one  another  ; 
the  ufes  of  the  rooms  below,  the  lodgments,  and  the  conve- 
niencieS  of  men  and  ilores  ?  But  being  ignorant  of  the  intent,  or 
of  all  above,  would  he  pronounce  the  mads  and  cordage  to  be  ufe- 
lefs  and  cumberfome,  and  for  this  reafon  condemn  the  frame  and 
defpife  the  architect  ?  O  my  friend  ;  let  us  not  thus  betray  our 
ignorance  ;  but  confider  where  we  are,  and  in  what  univerfe. 
Think  of  the  many  parts  of  the  vafl;  machine,  in  which  we  have 
fo  little  infight,  and  of  which  it  is  impoflible  we  fhould  know  the 
ends  and  ufes :  when,  inftead  of  feeing  to  the  bigheil  pendants, 
we  fee  only  fome  lower  deck,  and  are  in  this  dark  cafe  of  flcfli, 
confined  even  to  the  hold  and  meanell  llation  of  the  veffel."  I 
have  inferted  this  paffage  at  length,  becaufe  it  i&  a  noble  and 
poetical  illuftration  of  the  foregaing  hncs,  as  well  as  of  many 
other  paffages  in  this  Efiay.     Charafteriftics,  vol.  ii.  p.  i88. 

The  whole  dodlrinc  of  Plato  is  contained  in  this  one  fhort  fen- 
tence  :  Msfo,-  fAv  sWxo.  o>-a,  y.xt  ax  ci'-^v  iny.ac.  /xr'pa;  uzn^yoc^'.Tcci.  See 
a  very  fine  paffage  in  A.  Geliius,  lib.  vi.  cap.  i.  containing  the 
opinion  of  Chryfippus  on  the  origin  of  evil,  Wartom. 

Ver.  31.  has  thy  pervading  foul']  The  readei'  will  perhaps 
remember  fomc  of  the  fubhme  apollrophes  in  Job  : 

"  Haft 
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Is  the  great  chain,  that  draws  all  to  agree, 
And  drawn  fupports,  upheld  by  God,  or  thee  ? 

II.  Prefumptuous  Man!  the  reafon  would'fl  thou 
find,  35 

Whyform'd  fo  weak,  fo  little,  and  fo  blind? 
Firft,  if  thou  can'fl,  the  harder  reafon  guefs. 
Why  formed  no  weaker,  blinder,  and  no  lefs  ? 
Afk  of  thy  mother  Earth,  why  oaks  are  made 
Taller  or  flronger  than  the  weeds  they  fhade  ?         4a 
()r  afk  of  yonder  argent  fields  above. 
Why  JovE*s  Satellites  are  lefs  than  Jove  ? 

Of 

NOTES. 

"  Haft  thou  entct'ed  into  the  fprings  of  the  fea  ?  and  hafl  thou 
V.  alked  in  the  fearch  of  the  depth  ?  Have  the  gates  of  death  been 
opened  unto  thee,  and  haft  tiiou  feen  tlie  doors  of  the  fliadow  of 
death  ?  Haft  tliou  perceived  the  breadth  of  the  earth  ?  Declare, 
if  thou  knoweji  it  all ! 

Vhr.  33.  Is  the  great  chain,  that  ilraivs  all  to  agree ?"]  I 
fhould  have  pointed  out  the  expreflion  and  great  effeft  of  this 
hne,  as  ilhiilrating  the  fubjeft  it  dcfcribes  ;  but  Ruffhead  fays, — 
"  it  is  the  moil  heavy,  languid,  and  tinpoelical,  of  all  Pope  ever 
wrote ;  and  that  the  expktive  "  to''*  before  the  verb  is  uupardotir 
abler 

"  Who  ftiall  decide,"  &c. 
Warburton,  however,  feems  to  think  that  its  Jloiunefs  might  have 
keen  attended! 

Vi-R.4i.  Or  ajk  of  yonder,  lycP^  On  thefe  lines  M.Voltaire 
thus  dcfcants :  "  I'ope  dit  que  I'homme  ne  pent  favoir  pourquoi 
ks  Luncs  de  Jupiter  font  moins  grandes  que  Jupiter?  II  fe  troinpe 
en  ccla,  c'til  unc  eneur  pardonable.  II  n'y  a  point  de  Matliema- 
ticien  qui  n'ont  fait  voir,"  &c.  [Vol.  ii.  p.  384.  Ed.  Gen.] 
And  fo  goes  on  to  fliew,  like  a  great  mathematician  as  lie  is,  that 
it  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  Page  to  be  as  big  as  his 
Lord  and  Mafter.  It  is  pity  all  this  fine  reafoning  fhould  proceed 
•n   a  ridiculoub  bliuider.     The  Poet  thus  reproves  the  impious 

TOL.  III.  c  complaintr 
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Of  Syflems  poflible,  if  *tis  confefl 


That  Wifdom  .infinite  muft  form  the  beft. 


Where 


COMMENTARY.  , 

Ver.  43.  Of  Sypms pojfihky  es'r.]  So  far  the  Pott's  modeft 
and  fober  Introduftion  ;  in  which  he  truly  obfervcs,  that  no  wif- 
dom lefs  than  omnifcient 

*'  Can  tell  why  Keav'n  has  made  us  as  we  are." 
Yet,  though  we  be  unable  to  difcover  the  particular  reafons  foj: 
this  mode  of  our  exiftence,  we  may  be  affured  in  general  that  it  is 
right.  For  now,  entering  upon  his  argument,  he  lays  down  this 
evident  propofition  as  the  foundation  of  his  Thefis,  which  he 
reafonably  fuppofes  will  be  allowed  him,  That,  of  all  po^ible  fyjlems, 

inJinUe 

NOTES. 

complainer  of  the  order  of  Providence :  "  You  are  diffatisfied 
with  the  weaknefs  of  your  condition.  But,  in  your  fituation,  the 
nature  of  things  requires  juft  fuch  a  creature  as  you  are  :  in  a  dif- 
ferent fituation,  it  might  have  required  that  you  fliould  be  ftill 
weaker.  And  though  you  Ice  not  the  reafon  of  this  in  your  own 
cafe  ;  yet,  ^^^t  reafons  there  are,  you  may  fee  in  the  cafe  of  other 
©f  God's  creatures : 

♦'  Aflv  of  thy  mother  Earth,  why  oaks  are  made 
Taller  or  ilrongcr  llian  the  weeds  they  fhade  ? 
Or  afli  of  yondir  argent  fields  above, 
Why  Jove's  Satellites  are  lefs  than  Jove  ?" 
Here  (fays  the  Poet)  the  ridicule  of  the  nueeds'  and  the  Satel- 
lites' complanit,  had   they  the  faculties  of  fpeech  and  reafoning, 
would  be  obvious  to  all  ;  becaufe  their  very  fituation  and  office 
might  have  convinced  them  of  their  folly.     Your  folly,  fays  the 
Poet  to  his  complainers,  is  as  great,  though  not  fo  evident,  be- 
caufe the  reafon  is  more  out  of  fight  ;  but  that  a  reafon  there  is, 
may  be  demonftrated  from  the  attributes  of  the  Deity.     This  is 
the  Poet's  clear  and  ftrong  reafoning  ;  from  whence,  we  fee,  he 
was  fo  fa    from  faying,  that  Man  could  not  know  the  caufe  ivhy 
'Jove' s  Satellites  ivere  lefs  than  fove,  that  all  the  force  of  his  rea- 
foning turns  upon  this,  that  Man  did  fee  and  know  it,  and  fliould 
from  thence  conclude,  that  there  was  a  caufe  of  this  inferiority  as 
well  in  the  rational,  as  in  the  material  Creation.         Warburton. 
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Where  all  mufl:  full  or  not  coherent.be,  45 

And  all  that  rifes,  rife  in  due  degree  ; » 

Then,  in  the  fcale  of  reasoning  life,  'tis  plain, 

There  muft  be,  fomewhere,  fuch  a  rank  as  Man : 

And  all  the  queftion  (wrangle  e*er  fo  long) 

Is  only  this,  if  God  has  plac'd  him  wrong  ?  50 

Refpefting  Man,  whatever  wrong  we  call. 
May,  muft  be  right,  as  relative  ,to  all. 

In 

COMM  ENTARY. 

iiifinite  rv'ifdom  hath  formed  the  hejl.  Vcr.  43,  44.      From  whence  he 
draws  twoconfequences : 

1.  T\\t  frjl  (from  ver.  44  to  5i.)isj  that  as  the  bell  fyftem 
cannot  but  be  fuch  a  one  as  hath  no  inconnt<fted  void  ;  fuch  a  one 
ill  which  there  is  a  perfedt  coherence  and  gradual  fubordination  in 
all  its  parts ;  there  Innft  needs  be,  in  fomc  part  or  other  of  the 
fcale  of  reafoning  life,  fuch  a  creature  as  Man  :  which  reduces  the 
difpute  to  this  abfurd  quellion,   Whether  God  has  placed  him  <tvr'jii^? 

Warburtov. 
Ver.  51.  Refpedin^  Man,  tff.]  It  being  (hewn  that  Man,  lU 
fuhjetloi  tliis  inquiry,  has  a  ncceffary  place  in  fuch  a  fyilem  as  this 
is  confcffed  to  be  ;  and  it  benig  evident,  that  the  abufc  of  Free- 
will, from  whence  proceeds  all  moral  evil,  is  the  certain  effect  of 
fuch  a  creature's  exiilence  ;  the  next  quellion  will  be,  How  thefe 
evils  can  be  accounted  for,  confidently  with  the  idea  we  have  of 
God's  moral  attributes  ?    Therefore, 

2.  '^V\\c  fecond  confequence  he  draws  from  his  principle,  That 
»f  all  pojfihle  fyjlems  infinite  Wifdom  has  farmed  the  lefl,  is,  that 
whatever  is  wrong  in  our  private  fyilem,  is  rijjht  as  relative  to  tl;c 
whole  : 

"   Rcfpe£ling  Man,  whatever  wrong  we  call, 
May,  mujl  be  right,  as  relative  to  all." 
That  it  nh^y,  he  proves  (from  ver.  52  to  Ci.)  by  fliewing  in  what 
confills  the  difference  between  the  fyflematic  works  ut  God,  and 
thofe  of  Man  ;  viz.  that,  in  the  latter,  a  thouf;ind  movements  fcarce 

c  2  gain 
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In  human  works,  tho*  laboured  on  with  pain, 
A  theuiau^  movements  fcarce  one  purpofe  gain ; 
In  God's,  one  fmgle  can  its  end  produce;  S^ 

Yet  ferves  to  fecond  too  fome  other  ufe. 
So  Man,  who  here  feems  principal  alone. 
Perhaps  a£ls  fecond  to  fome  fphere  unknown. 
Touches  fome  wheel,  or  verges  to  fome  goal ; 
'Tis  but  a  part  we  fee,  and  not  a  whole.  6c 

When  the  proud  Steed  (hall  know  why  Man  reflrains 
His  fiery  courfe,  or  drives  him  o'er  the  plains ; 

When 

COMMENTARY. 

gain  one  purpofe ;    in   the    former,  one  movement    gains    many 
purpofes.     So  that 

"  Man,  who  here  ^tum?, prinnpal  alone, 

Perhaps  'd^is  fecotul  to  fome  fphere  unknown." 
And  afiing  tlnis,  the   appearance  of  im-ong  in  the  piirlial  (yiicm 
may  be  right  in  the  unhrrfal :  For 

"  'Tid  but  a  part  we  fee,  and  not  a  whole." 
That  it  jnnjl,  the  whole  body  of  tliis  epiille  is  employed  to  illuf- 
trate  and  enforce.     Thus  partial  Evil  is  univerjal  Good,  and  thus 
Providence  is  fairly  acquitted.  "Warburton. 

Ver.  6i.  When  the  proud  Steed,  lfjc.'\  From  all  this  the  Poet 
draws  a  general  ronclnhon  (from  ver.  60  to  91.),  that,  as  what  has 
been  faid  is  fufticient  to  vindicate  thevraysof  Providence,  Man  fliould 
reft  fubmiffive  and  content,  and  own  every  thing  to  be  difpofed  for 
the  bell  ;  that  to  think  of  difcovering  the  manner  how  God  con- 
dufts  this  wonderful  fchem.e  to  its  completion,  is  as  abfurd  as  to 

imagine 

NOTES. 

Ver.  53.  In  human  <works,'\  Verbatim  from  Eolingbroke ; 
Fragments  43  and  63.  W  art  on 

Ver.  53.  In  human  luorhs,  ISjc.'}  How  clearly  and  clofeiy  is 
this  fentiment  exprefftd,  and  yet  how  difficult  to  render  int(# 
rerfe  with  precifion  and  effect  ! 
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When  the  dull  Ox,  why  now  he  breaks,  the  clod. 
Is  now  a  vi^im,  and  now  Egypt's  God : 
Then  fhall  Man's  pride  and  dulneis  comprehend     6^ 
His  adions*,  paflions',  being's,  ufe  and  end ; 
Why  doing,  fuff'ring;  check'd,  impell'd;  and  why 
This  hour  a  flave,  the  next  a  deity. 

Then  fay  not  Man's  ininerfeft,  Heav'n  in  fault ; 
Say  rather,  Man's  as  period  as  he  ought :  70 

His  knowledge  meafur'd  to  his  Hate  and  place  j 
His  time  a  moment,  and  a  point  his  fpace. 

If 

VARIATIONS. 

Vkr.  64.   In  the  former  Editions, 

Now  wears  a  garland  an  Egyptian  God  : 
altered  as  above  for  the  reafon  given  in  the  note. 
After  ver.  68.  the  following  lines  in  the  firft  Edition  : 

If  to  be  pcrfefl  in  a  certain  fphere, 

What  matters  foon  or  late,  or  here  or  there  ? 

The  blell  to-day  is  as  completely  fo, 

As  who  began  ten  thoufand  years  ago. 

COMMENTARY. 

imagine  that  the  horfe  and  ox  iliall  ever  be  able  to  comprehend 
why  they  undergo  fiich  different  treatment  in  the  hand  of  Man  ; 
nay,  that  fiich  knowledge,  if  con^municated,  would  be  even  penti- 
rioiis,  and  make  us  th-ghrl  or  dfjerl  our  duty  here.  This  he  illuf- 
trates  by  the  cafe  of  the  lamb,  which  is  happy  in  not  knowing  the 
fate  that  attends  it  from  the  butcher  ;  and  from  thence  takes 
occafioM  to  obferve,  that  God  is  the  equal  matter  of  all  his  crea- 
tures, and  provides  for  the  proper  happincfs  of  eacli  and  every  of 
them.  Warrl'RTon. 

NOTES. 

Vfr.''>4.  Egypt's   Go(J:'\   Called  fo,  bccaufe  the  God  y//a  was 
woidiippcd  univcrfally  over  the  whole  land  of  Egypt. 

Warburton. 
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If  to  be  perfed  in  a  certain  fphere, 

What  matter,  foon  or  late,  or  here  or  there  ? 

The  bleft  to-day  is  as  completely  (o,  y^ 

As  who  began  a  thoufand  years  ago. 

III.  Heav'n  from  all  creatures  hides  the  book  of 
Fate, 
All  but  the  page  prefcrib'd,  jheir  prefent  ftate : 
From  brutes  what  men,  from  men  what  fpirits  know : 
Or  who  could  fuffer  Being  here  below  ?  80 

The  lamb  thy  riot  dooms  to  bleed  to-day, 
Had  he  thy  Reafon,  would  he  (kip  and  play  ? 
Pleas'd  to  the  laft,  he  crops  the  flow'ry  food. 
And  licks  the  hand  juft  rais'd  to  flicd  his  blood. 
Oh  blindnefs  to  the  future  !  kindly  giv'n,  S^ 

That  each  may  fill  the  circle  mark'd  by  Heav'n  : 

Who 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  88,  in  the  MS. 

No  great,  no  little;  'tis  as  much  decreed, 
That  Virgil's  Gnat  fhould  die,  as  Cacfar  bleed. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  77.  The  book  of  Fate,'}  It  would  obviate  the  heavy  diffi- 
culties in  which  we  are  involved,  when  we  argue  on  the  Divine 
Prefcience,  and  confequent  Predeilination,  if  we  were  to  adopt 
Archbifliop  King's  opinion,  and  fay,  "  that  the  knowledge  of 
God  is  very  different  from  the  knowledge  of  Man,  which  implies 
fucceffion,  and  feeing  objedts  one  after  another  ;  but  the  exiftence 
and  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  can  have  no  relation  to  time  ;  for 
that  all  things,  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come,  are  all  at  once  prefent 
to  the  Divine  Mind."  Warton. 

Ver.  81.  The  lamb  thy  riot  dooms}  The  tendernefs  of  this 
ftriking  image,  and  particularly  the  circumftance  in  the  laft  lines 
has  an  artful  effeft  in  alleviating  the  diynefs  of  the  argumentative 
parts  of  the  EiTay,  and  interelling  the  reader.  Warton:  . 
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Who  fees  with  equal  eye,  as  God  of  all, 

A  hero  perifh,  or  a  fparrow  fall, 

Atoms  or  fyflems  into  ruin  hurl'd. 

And  now  a  bubble  burft,  and  now  a  world.  90 

Hope  humbly  then  ;  with  trembling  pinions  foar  j 
"Wait  the  great  teacher  Death  ;  and  God  adore. 

What 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  91.  Hope  humbly  then  ;  ISjc.']  Bui  now  an  Objeftoris  fup- 
pofed  to  put  in,  and  fay,  "  You  tell  us,  indeed,  that  all  things 
lliall  terminate  in  good  ;  but  we  fee  ourfeh'es  furrounded  with 
prefent  evil ;  yet  you  forbid  us  all  inquiry  into  tlie  manner  how  we 
are  to  be  extricated  from  it,  and,  in  a  word,  leave  us  in  a  very 
difconfolate  condition."  Not  fo,  replies  the  Poet ;  you  may  rea« 
fonably,  if  you  pleafe,  receive  much  comfort  from  the  hope  of  a 
happy  futurity  ;  a  hope  implanted  in  the  human  bread  by  God 
himfelf  for  this  very  purpofe,  as  an  earneft  of  that  blifs,  which, 
always  flying  from  us  here,  is  referved  for  the  good  Man  hereafter. 
The  reafon  why  the  Poet  choofes  to  infift  on  this  proof  of  a  future 
ftate,  in  preference  to  others,  is  in  order  to  give  his  fyftem  (which 
is  founded  in  a  fublime  and  improved  Platonifm)  the  greater  grace 
of  uniformity.  For  Hope  was  Plato' ^  peculiar  argument  for  a 
future  ftate  ;  and  the  words  here  employed — The  foul  uneafy,  i^c. 
his  pecuhar  exprcflion.  The  Poet  in  this  place,  therefore,  fays  in 
exprefs   terms,   that   God   gave   us   Hope    to   supply   that 

VUTURE   BLISS,  WHICH    HE     AT     PRESENT    KEEPS    HID    FROM     US. 

In  hisfecond  epiftle,  ver.  274,  he  goes  ftill  further,  and  fays,  this 

Hope  quits  us  not  even  at  Death,  when  every  thing  mortal  drops 

from  us : 

"  Hope  travels  through,  nor  quits  us  when  wc  die." 

And,   in  the  fourth  epiftle,  he  fhews,  how  the  fame    hope  is  a 

proof  oi  a  future  ftate,  from  the  confideration  of  God's  giving  hi« 

creatures  no  appetite  in  vain,  or  what  he  did  not  intend  Ihould  be 

Satisfied : 

«  He 

NOTES. 

Ver.  87.    Who  fees  ivith  equal  eye,  l^c.'\   Matth.  X,  29. 
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What  future  blifs,  he  gives  not  thee  to  know, 

But  gives  that  Hope  to  be  thy  bleffing  now. 

Hope  fprings  eternal  in  the  human  breaft  :  95 

Man  never  Is,  but  always  To  be  bleft. 

The  foul,  uneafy  and  confined,  from  home, 

Refts  and  expatiates  in  a  life  to  come. 

ho,  the  poor  Indian  !  whofe  untutor'd  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the  wind  j      1 00 

His 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  93,  94.   In  the  firft  Fol.  and  Qu,arto, 
What  blifs  aiove  he  gives  not  thee  to  know. 
But  gives  that  Hope  to  be  thy  bhfs  belo-w, 

COM  M  EKT  AR  Y. 

*'  He  fees,  why  Nature  plants  in  Man  alone 
Plope  of  known  bhfs,  and  Faith  in  blifs  unknown  : 
(Nature,  whofe  dictates  to  no  other  kind 
Are  giv'n  in  vain,  but  what  they  feek  they  find.)" 
It  is  only  for  the  good  man,  he  tell  us,  that  Hope  leads  from  goal  to 
goal,  &c.      It  would  then  be  ftrange  indeed,  if  it  fliould  prove  au 
illufion.  War  BURTON. 

Ver.  99.  Lo,  the  poor  Indian!  '<^c.~\  The  Poet,  as  we  laid,  hav- 
ing  bid  Man  comfort  himfelf  with  expeftation  of  future  happinefs  ; 
having  fhewn  him  that  this  hope  is  an  earneil  of  it;  and  put  in 
one  very  ncceffary  caution, 

"  Hope  humhly  then  ;  with  tremlling  pinions  foar ;" 
provoked  at  thofe  mifcreants  whom  he  afterwards  ( Ep.iii.  ver.  263.) 
defcribes  as  building  Hell  on  fp'ite,  and  Heaven  oiipiidey  he  upbraids 
them  (from  ver.  98  to  1 1  3.)  with  the  example  of  the  poor  Tndinn, 
to  whom  alfo  Nature  hath  given  this  common  hope  of  Manlind  : 
but  though  his  untutored  mind  had  betrayed  him  into  many 
childifli  fancies  concerning  the  nature  of  that  future  ftate,  yet  he 

is 

NOTE  s. 

Ver.  99.  Loy  the  poor  Indian  !  iffc.~\    Pope  has  indulged  hiinfclt 

in  but  few  digreflions  in  this  piece  ;  this  is  one  of  the  moil  poeti* 

cul.  Warton. 
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Ills  1^1,  proud  Science  never  taught  to  ftray 
Far  as  the  folar  walk,  or  milky  way ; 

Yet 

COMMENTARY. 

is  fo  far  from  excluding  any  part  of  his  own  fpecics  (a  vice  which 
could  proceed  only  from  the  frule  of  falfe  Science),  that  he 
humanely,  though  fimply,  admits  even  his  faithful  dog  to  bear  him 
company.  War  BURTON. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  ioo.  Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the  'wind ;~\  In 
John  AVefley's  curious  journal,  there  is  a  fmgular,  and  not  unin- 
terefting,  account  of  his  converfation  with  the  Indians.  Their  reli- 
gious ideas  are  literally  thofe  of  "  feeing  God  in  clouds,  and  hearing 
him  in  the  wind  :" — 

'•  Tucfday,  July  20.  Five  of  the  Chicafaw  Indians  came  to  fee 
us  :  they  were  all  warriors.  The  two  chief  were  Pauiloobec  and 
Mingo  Maltavv.     Our  conference  was  as  follows  : 

Qjieftion.  Do  yovi  believe  there  is  One  above,  who  is  over  all 
things  i 

Paustoouv.  K  nnfiui'rcd.  We  beheve  there  are  four  beloved 
things  a!c)vc  ;  the  Cloudo,  the  Sun,  the  Clear  Sky,  and  He  that 
lives  in  tlu'  Clear  Sky. 

^  Do  you  think  He  made  the  Sun,  and  the  other  beloved 
tilings  ? 

y/.  We  cannot  tell  ;   who  hath  ften  ^ 

().  Cannot  lie  uivc  you  from  your  enemies  ? 

y/.  Yes  ;  but  we  know  not  if  he  will.  We  have  now  fo  many 
enemies  round  about  us,  that  I  think  of  nothing  but  death.  If  I 
am  to  die,  1  ihall  die,  aim  I  will  die  like  a  Man  ;  but  if  He  will 
have  me  live,  I  fliall  live.  Though  I  had  ever  fo  many  enemies, 
He  can  dcllroy  them  all. 

().   How  do  you  kiiovv'  that  ? 

y!.  From  what  I  liave  ieen.  When  our  eneiiiies  came  againfL 
w^  before,  then  tlie  bchwed  Clouds  came  for  us  ;  and  often  much 
rain,  and  lonutimes  hail,  has  come  upon  them,  and  that  :n  a  very 
hut  day  :  and  1  law  when  many  French  and  Choctaw-:,  and 
other  Nations,  came  againfl  one  of  our  towns,  the  ground  made 
a  noiic  under  them,  and  the  Bi.luved  Ones  in  the  air  behind  them  ; 
and  they  were  afraid,  and  went  away,  and  left  the  meat,  and 
Jiijik,  and  guno.     I  tell  no  lie.     All  there  law  it  too." 
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Yet  fimple  Nature  to  his  hope  has  giv'n, 

Behind  the  cloud-topt  hill,  an  humbler  heav'n ; 

Some  fafer  world  in  depth  of  woods  embrac'd,       105 

Some  happier  ifland  in  the  wat'ry  vvafte. 

Where  Haves  once  more  their  native  land  behold, 

No  fiends  torment,  no  Chriftians  thirll  for  gold. 

To  Be,  contents  hi$  natural  defne. 

He  aflvs  no  Angel's  wing,  no  Seraph's  fire  j  no 

But  thinks,  admitted  to  that  equal  Iky, 

His  faithful  dog  fhall  bear  him  company. 

IV.  Go,  wifer  thou  !  and,  in  thy  fcale  of  fenfe, 
Weigh  thy  Opinion  againfl  Providence ; 
Call  imperfeftion  what  thou  fancy 'ft  fuch,  115 

Say,  Here  he  gives  too  little,  there  too  much : 

Deih'oy 

*     VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  io8.  In  the  firft  Ed. 

But  does  he  fay  the  Maker  is  not  good. 
Till  he's  exalted  to  what  ftate  he  wou'd  : 
Himfelf  alone  high  Heav'n's  peculiar  care, 
Alone  made  happy  when  he  will,  and  where  ? 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  113.  Go,  ivljer  thou  I  ^c.~\  He  proceeds  with  thefe  accu- 
fers  of  Providence  (from  ver.  112  to  123.),  and  flievvs  them,  that 
complaints  againft  the  eJlabTiJhed  order  of  things  begin  in  the  hlghejl 
abfurdity,  from  mifapplied  reafon  and  potuer  ;  and  end  in  the  highij}. 
Impiety.,  in  an  attempt  to  degrade  the  God  of  heaven,  and  to  aflum.c 
his  place  : 

"  Alone  made  perfeft  here,  immortal  there  :" 
That  is,  be  made  God,  ivho  only  is  perfed,  and  hath  hnmortjllly  : 
to  which  fenfe  the  lines  immediately  following  confine  us  : 

*'  Snatch  from  his  hand  the  balance  and  the  rod, 

Re-judge  his  juftice,  be  the  God  of  God."       Warblrton- 

NCTE  S. 

Ver.  104.  Behind  the  cloud-top' t  hill,'] 

"  Cloud-top'd  hill,"  is  from  Milton. 
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Deftroy  all  creatures  for  thy  fport  or  guft. 
Yet  cry.  If  Man's  unhappy,  God's  unjuft  ; 
*  If  Man  alone  ingrofs  not  Heav'n's  high  care. 
Alone  made  perfeft  here,  immortal  there  :  1 20 

Snatch  from  his  hand  the  balance  and  the  rod. 
Re-judge  his  juftice,  be  the  God  of  God.  * 

In  Pride,  in  reas'ning  Pride,  our  error  lies  ;     ^ 
All  quit  their  fphere,  and  rulh  into  the  Ikies.  ) 

Piide 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  I23.«/«  Pride,  in  reasoning  Pride,  our  error  Iks ;  tifc.] 
From  thefe  men,  the  Poet  now  turns  to  his  friend ;  and  (from 
ver.  122  to  131.)  remarks,  that  the  ground  of  all  this  extravagance 
is  Pride  ;  which,  more  or  Icfs,  infeds  i;he  whole  reafoning  Tribe  ; 
(hews  the  ill  cfTcds  of  it,  in  the  caf.  of  the  fallen  Angels  ;  and 
obferves,  that  even  wifhing  to  invert  the  laws  of  Order,  is  a  lower 
fpecies  of  their  crime :  he  then  brings  an  inftance  of  one  of  the 
effects  of  Pride,  which  is  tlie  folly  of  thinking  every  thing  made 
file/y  for  the  ufe  of  Man,  witliout  the  leafl  regard  to  any  other  of 
the  creatures  of  God. 

"  A  He  for  what  end  the  heav'nly  bodies  fhinc,"  Irfc. 
The  ridicule  of  •  imagining  the  greater  portions  of  the  material 
fyftcm  to  be  folely  for  the  ufe  of  Man,  true  Philolophy  has  fuffi- 
ciently  expofed  :  and  Common  Senfc,  as  the  Poet  obferves, 
inllruds  us  to  conclude,  that  our  fellow-creatures,  placed  by 
Providence  as  the  joint  inhabitants  of  this  Globe,  are  dciigned  to 
be  joint  fliarcrs  with  us  of  its  blefiings : 

"  Has  God,  thou  fool !   work'd  folely  for  thy  good, 
T/jy  joy,  thy  pailime,  thy  attire,  tl)y  food  ? 
Wlio  for  t]}y  table  feeds  the  wanton  fawn, 
For  him  as  kindly  fpreads  the  flow'ry  lawn." 

EpiiUe  iii.  Ver.  27. 
Wakburton. 

NOTES. 

VtR.  120.  Alone  v}ade perfect  here,'\  It  is  a  fiiigular  faft,  that 
Lcither  the  ancient  pliilofophers  nor  potts,  tliougli  they  abound  i:i 
i.'iir,t)lair.ts  of  the  unequal  dillribution  of  good  and  evil  at  prcfent, 

yet 
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Pride  fllll  is  aiming  at  the  bleft  abodes,  125 

Men  would  be  Angels,  Angels  would  be  Gods. 
Afpiring  to  be  Gods,  if  Angels  fell, 
Afpiring  to  be  Angels,  Men  rebel : 

And 

KOTES. 

yet  do  not  ever  infer  or  draw  any  arguments,  from  this  fupj>ofcd 
inequality,  for  the  ni-'cefiity  of  a  future  life,  where  fuch  inequality 
will  be  rectified,  and  Providence  vindicated.  Wab.to\. 

Ver.  126.  Men  ivould  be /Itigels,']   Verbatim  from  Bolingbroke, 
vol.  V.  p.  465.  ;  as  are  many  other  pafTages.  Warton. 

Ver.  127.  If  Ari^eh  fell,']  Milton,  in  book  v.  copies  from  the 
Rabbinical  writers,  from  the  fathers,  and  fome  of  Ae  fchoolmeii, 
the  caufes  of  the  rebellion  of  Satan  and  his  aflociates,  but  feems 
more  particularly  to  have  in  view  an  obfcure  Latin  poem  writteti 
by  Odoricus  Valmarana,  and  printed  at  Vienna  in  1627,  intitled, 
*'  Dccmonomachiae,  five  de  Bello  Intelligentiarum  fuper  Divini 
Verbi  Incamatione  ;"  in  which  the  revolt  of  Satan,  or  Lucifer,  is 
exprefsly  afcribed  to  his  envy  at  the  exaltation  of  the  Son  of  God. 
See  Newton's  Milton,  vol.  i.  p.  407.  But  the  commentators  on 
Milton  have  not  obferved  that  there  is  ftill  another  poem  which  he 
feems  to  have  copied,  *'  L'Angeleida  di  Erafmo  di  Valvafone," 
printed  at  Venice,  in  quarto,  in  1590,  defcribing  the  battle  of  the 
Angels  againft  Lucifer,  and  which  Gordon  de  Porcel,  in  his 
I..ibrary  of  Romances,  torn.  ii.  p.  190.  thought  related  to  Angelica, 
the  heroine  of  Boiardo  and  Ariofto.  I  beg  lea\'e  to  add,  that 
Milton  feems  alfo  to  have  attended  to  a  poem  of  Taffo,  not  much 
noticed,  on  the  Creation,  "  Le  Sette  Giornate  del  Mondo  Creato," 
in  1607.  Warton. 

Ver.  128.  ylfp'irln'y  to  le  Angels, ~\  One  of  the  moft  pernicious 
tenets  of  Hobbes,  was  the  debafing  and  difparaging  human  nature, 
attempting,  in  the  language  of  Cud  worth,  to  "  villanife  mankind." 
We  know  it  has  fallen  from  its  original  beauty  and  perfection  : 
but  "  Intelleftual  Fride,"  the  fubjecl  of  fo  continued  an  inventive 
througjh  this  Eifay,  being  confined  to  a  few,  cannot  be  fo  dangerous 
to  general  morality,  as  the  contrary  extreme.  This  obfervation, 
however,  does  not  affcft  the  general  fenfe  in  which  Pope  emplo}  s 
the  idea,  that  it  is  from  prcfumption  we  pretend  to  judge,  of  wliaL 
we  can  fee  and  know  fo  little. 

"  Ccclum  ipfum  pttimus,  ftultitia." 
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And  who  but  wiflies  to  invert  the  laws 

Of  Order,  fins  agamfl  th'  Eternal  Caufe.  130 

V.  Afk  for  what  end  the  heav'nly  bodies  fhine. 
Earth  for  whofe  ufe  ?  Pride  anfwers,  "  'Tis  for  mine  : 
"  For  me  kind  Nature  wakes  her  genial  pow*r, 
"  Suckles  each  herb,  and  fpreads  out  ev*ry  flow*r ; 
*'  Annual  for  me,  the  grape,  the  rofe  renew,        135 
"  The  juice  ne£lareous,  and  the  balmy  dew  ;  * 

"  For  me,  the  mine  a  thoufand  treafures  brings  ; 
"  For  me,  health  gufhes  from  a  thoiWand  fprings ; 
"  Seas  roll  to  waft  me,  funs  to  light  me  rife ; 
"  My  foot-flool  earth,  my  c?.nopy  the  fkies."       140 

But  errs  not  Nature  fi-om  this  gracious  end, 
From  burning  funs  when  livid  deaths  defcend. 

When 

COM  M  ENY  AR  Y. 
Vfr.  141.  JBut  errs  tiot  Naiurefrom  tliis ^rac'iom:  rrd,^  The  author 
comes  next  to  the  confirmation  of  his  Thefis,  T'lmt  partial  moral 
F.iii/  is  uuivcrfiil  Good  ;  but  introdaccth  it  with  an  allowed  inftance 
in  the  natural  world,  to  abate  our  wonder  at  the  phenomenon  of 
moral  evil  ;  which  he  forms  into  an  arginnent  on  a  conccHion  of 
his  adveifaries.  If  we  aik  you,  fays  he  (from  ver.  140  to  151.), 
whether  Nature  doth  not  err  from  the  gracious  purpofe  of  its 
Creator,  when  plagues,  earthquakes,  and  tempells  unpeople  whole 
regions  at  a  time  ;  you  readily  anfwer,  No  :  for  that  God  acts  by 
general,  and  not  by  particular  laws ;  and  that  the  courfc  of  matter 
and  motion  muft  be  neceflarily  fubjcdl  to  fome  irregularities,  becaufc 
nothing  is  created  pcrfcCl.  I  then  aflc,  why  you  (hould  expeft 
this  perfection  in  Man?  If  you  own  that  the  ^reat  end  of  God 
(notwithftanding  all  t\\\i  {lK:y\^\.\o\\)  he  general  happitufs,   then  it  is 

N'jturCf 

NOTE  S. 

VtR.  141.   But  errs  nol  Xuturc~\    "  Whence  evil  in  the  univerfc, 
iind  why  r     Some  things,  perhaps,  which  thou  thinkcil  fuch,  are 

7  not 
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When  earthquakes  fwallow,  or  when  tempefts  fweep 
Towns  to  one  grave,  whole  nations  to  the  deep  ? 

"No 

COMMENTARY. 

Nature,  and  not  God,  that  deviates ;  and  do  you  expefk  greater 
conftancy  in  Man  ? 

*'  Then  Nature  deviates  ;  and  can  Man  do  lefs  ? 
That,  is,  if  Nature,  or  the  inanimate  fyftem  (on  which  God  hath 
impofed  his  laws,  which  it  obeys,  as  a  machine  obeys  the  hand  of 
the  workman)  may  in  courfe  of  time  deviate  from  its  firll  direftion^ 
as  the  beft  philofophy  flievvs  it  may  ;  where  is  the  wonder  that 
Man,  who  was  created  a  free  Agent,  and  hath  it  in  his  power 
every  moment  to  tranfgrefs  the  eternal  rule  of  Right,  (hould  fome- 
times  go  out  oi  Order?  War  burton. 

NOTES. 

not  evil,  but  in  appearance.  Where  the  whole  is  vaftly  great,  the 
connexions  will  be  innumerable.  When,  therefore,  a  part  only  k 
feen,  many  of  thefe  connections  will  be  inexplicable.  Being  inex- 
plicable, tliey  will  often  exhibit  appearances  of  evil,  where  yet  in 
fadl  is  no  evil,  but  only  good  not  underftood. 

"  Again,  throughout  the  whole,  there  is  more  good  than  evil  : 
for  in  the  fyftem  of  the  heavens  we  know  of  no  evil  at  all.  The 
fame  perhaps  is  true  in  many  other  parts  of  the  whole.  And  with 
refpeft  even  to  men,  'tis  their  intereft  to  be  good,  if  it  be  true 
that  by  Nature  they  are  rational  and  focial.  So  that  if,  by  vice 
of  any  kind,  they  chance  to  introduce  evil,  'tis  by  deviating  from 
Nature,  and  thwarting  her  original  purpofe.  Indeed,  all  evil  in 
general  appears  to  be  of  the  cafual  kind ;  not  fomething  intended 
by  the  Maker  of  the  world,  (for  all  his  preparations  plainly  tend 
towards  good,)  but  fomething  which  follows,  without  being  in- 
tended, and  that  perhaps  neceffarily,  from  the  nature  and  eOence 
of  things.  Indeed,  the  nature  and  eflence  of  every  being  is  immu- 
table ;  and,  while  it  exifts  itfelf,  all  its  attributes  will  exid 
likev.'ife.  To  fay,  therefore,  a  thing  fhould  be,  without  its  infe- 
parable  and  conftitutive  attributes,  is  the  fame  as  to  fay,  it  fhould 
be,  and  not  be.  A  miller  works  in  his  mill,  and  becomes  white  ; 
d  collier  works  in  his  mine,  and  becomes  black  :  yet  were  neither 
of  thcfc  incidents  intended  by  either  ;  but  other  and  better  ends 
being  puipofid  to  be  anfwcred,  they  were  neceffarily  attended  by 

thefe 
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"  No  (*tls  replyM),  the  firft  Almighty  Caufe  145 
"  Afts  not  by  partial,  but  by  gen'ral  laws ; 

«Th' 

NOTES. 

thefc  collateral  incidents.  So  it  is  in  the'univerfe.  The  good 
leads,  the  evil  follows :  the  good  is  always  deiigned,  the  evil  only 
admitted  :  the  good  has  exigence,  by  being  the  final  caufe  of  all 
things  ;  the  evil  has  exiilence,  bccaufe  it  cannot  be  avoided  :  the 
good  appears  to  be  fomething  in  character  and  form,  which  all 
beings  fome  way  or  other  are  framed  to  enjoy ;  the  evil,  on  the 
contrary,  appears  to  be  fomethPng  which  all  beings  fome  way  or 
other  are  framed  td  avoid  ;  fome  by  talons,  others  by  teeth  ;  fome 
by  wings,  others  by  fins  ;  and,  lailly,  man,  by  genius  ripened 
into  arts,  which  alone  is  fuperior  to  the  funi  of  all  other  prepara- 
tions, 

"  Again,  fome  evil,  though  evil,  is  yet  productive  of  good, 
and  therefore  had  better  be,  than  not  be,  elfe  there  had  not  been 
the  good.  For  example,  human  nature  is  infirm  ;  expofcd  to 
many  and  daily  hardfliips  ;  to  pincliing  colds  and  fcorching  heats  ; 
to  famines,  droughts,  difeafes,  wounds.  Call  this,  all  of  it,  evil, 
if  you  pleafe  :  yet  what  a  variety  of  arts  arife  from  this  evil,  and 
which,  if  this  evil  had  not  urged,  had  never  exilled  ?  Where  had 
been  agriculture,  architediure,  medicine,  weaving,  with  a  thou- 
land  other  arts,  too  many  to  enumerate,  had  man  been  born  a  felf- 
fuilicient  animal,  fuperior  to  the  fcnfations  of  want  or  evil  T 
V/here  had  been  that  noble  aftivity,  that  never-ceafing  energy  of 
nil  his  various  powers,  had  not  the  poignancy  of  evil  awakened 
them  from  the  very  birth,  and  difpellcd  all  fymptoms  of  lethargy 
and  drowfincfs  ?  Nay,  more  ;  courage,  magnanimity,  prudence, 
and  wife  indiflerence  ;  patience,  long-fufTcring,  and  acquicfccnce 
in  our  lot ;  a  calm  and  manly  rcfignation  to  the  will  of  God, 
whatever  he  difpciifes,  whether  good  or  bad;  thefe  heroic  vir- 
tues could  never  have  had  exiltence,  had  not  thofe  things  called 
evils  firft  ellabliflicd  them  into  habit,  antl  afterwards  given  occa- 
fion  for  them  to  energize,  and  become  confpicuous.  But  the 
moll  important  circunillancc  of  all  is,  that  the  very  being  and 
efTcnce  of  focicty  Itielf  is  derived  from  the  wants  and  iniinnities  of 
human  nature.  'Tis  thtfe  various  infirmities,  fo  much  more  nu- 
merous and  lafting  in  man  than  in  other  animals,  which  make  lui- 
w.an  focx'ties  fo  enincnlly  necefTary  ;  which  exterid  them  fo  far 

bv'vond 
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**  Th'  exceptions  few;  fome  change  fince  all  began : 
"  And  what  created  perfed  ? — Why  then  Man? 

If 

NOTES. 

beyond  all  other  animal  affociaticms,  and  knit  them  together  with, 
fuch  indiflbluble  bands.  Let  each  individual  be  fuppofed  felf- 
fufficicnt,  and  fociety  at  once  is  difTolved  and  annihilated.  For 
why  afTociate  without  a  caufe  ?  And  what  need  of  fociety,  if  ench 
can  fupport  himfelf?  But  mark  the  confequence  :  if  fociety  be 
loft,  with  it  we  lofe  the  energy  of  every  fecial  affe6lion  ;  a  lofs, 
in  which  every  man  Icfes  fomething,  but  in  which  a  .good  man 
lofes  his  principal,  and  almoft  his  only  happinefs  :  for  what  then 
becomes  of  friendfhip,  benevolence,  love  of  country,  hofpitality, 
generofity,  forgivenefs,  with  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  fon,  and  brother  ? 
A  man  detached  from  human  connexions  and  relations  (if  fuch  a 
monfter  may  indeed  be  fuppofed)  is  no  better  than  an  ignorant 
inhuman  favage  ;  a  mere  Cyclops,  devoid  of  all  that  is  amiable 
and  good."     J.  Harris,  MS.  AVarton, 

Ver.  143.  IVhtn  earthquahes fwalloii',  o'-.j  There  is  a  fingular 
ftory,  of  a  city  fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  in  Kircher ;  the 
account  of  which,  as  it  is  ftriking  and  awful,  I  beg  to  lay  before 
the  reader: 

"  After  fome  time,  this  violent  paroxyfm  ceafing,  we  again 
ftood  up,  in  order  to  profecute  our  voyage  to  Euphemia,  that 
lay  within  fight.  In  the  mean  time,  while  we  were  preparing 
for  the  purpofe,  I  turned  my  eyes  towards  the  city,  but  could 
fee  only  a  frightful  dark  cloud,  that  feemed  to  reft  upon  the 
place.  This  the  more'  furprifed  us,  as  the  weather  was  fo 
ferene  ;  we  waited  therefore  till  the  cloud  was  pafTed  away  :  then 
turning  to  look  for  the  city,  it  was  totally  funk.  Wonderful 
to  tell !  nothing  but  a  difmal  and  putrid  lake  was  feen  where  it 
ftood.  We  looked  about  to  find  fome  one  that  could  tell  us  of  its 
fad  cataftrophe,  but  could  fee  none.  All  was  become  a  melancholy 
folitude,  a  fcene  of  hideous  defolation.  Thus  proceeding  penfively 
along,  in  queit  of  fome  human  being  that  could  give  us  fome 
information,  we  faw  a  boy  fitting  on  the  fliore,  appearing  ftupified 
by  terror.  Of  him  we  inquired  concerning  the  fate  of  the  city,  but 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  give  us  an  anfwer.     We  iacrcated 

him 
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If  the  great  end  be  human  Happinefs, 

Then  Nature  deviates ;  and  can  Man  do  lefs  ?       150 

As  much  that  end  a  conftant  courfe  requires 

Of  Ihow'rs  and  fun-fhine,  as  of  Man's  defires ; 

As 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  151.  As  much  that  end,  ISjc.'}  Haviiifr  thus  flaewn  how 
moral  evil  came  into  the  world,  namely,  by  Man's  abufe  of  his  own 
free-'willy  our  Poet  comes  to  the  point,  the  conjinnal'ion  of  his 
thcfis,  by  fhewing  how  moral  evil  promotes  good ;  and  employs 
they<//«^  concefllono  of  his  adverfarits,  concerning  natural  evil,  to 
ill II 11  rate  it. 

I.  He  fhtws  it  tends  to  the  good  of  the  li^hole,  or  Umverfc  (from 
ver.  150  to  165.),  and  this  by  analogy.     Yon  own,  fays  he,  that 

ilorn)9 

NOTES. 

him  to  tell  w^,  but  his  fenfes  were  quite  wrapt  up  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  danger  he  had  efcaped.  We  ftill  perfilled  in  our 
officer  of  kindnefs,  but  he  only  pointed  to  the  place  of  the  city, 
like  one  out  of  his  fenfes  ;  and  then,  running  into  the  woods,  wa5 
never  heard  of  after.  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  city  of  Euphemia  : 
and  as  wc  continued  our  melancholy  coiufc  along  the  fhore,  the 
whole  coaft,  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred  miles,  prefentcd 
nothing  but  the  remains  of  cities,  and  men  fcattered,  without  an 
habitation,  o%er  the  iiclds.  Proceeding  thus  along,  we  at  length 
ended  our  diilrcfsful  VDvagc,  by  arriving  at  Naples,  after  having 
efcapcd  a  thoui'and  dangers  both  by  fta  and  land." 

Goldfmith's  Tranflation. 

V^iR.  14.S.  And  luhiit  created  pcrfc'cl  P'\  No  pofition  can  be  more 
true  and  iolid ;  for  perfect  happinefs  is  as  incommunicable  as  om- 
nipotence. Warton. 

V^i-.R.  150.  Then  Nature  deviates;  £s\-.]  "While  comets  move 
in  very  cccciitric  orb.>,  in  all  manner  of  politions,  blind  Fate  could 
never  make  all  the  planets  move  one  and  tlu!  fame  way  in  orbs  con- 
centric ;  fome  inconfiderable  irregularities  excepted,  which  may 
have  rifcn  from  the  mutual  adions  of  comets  and  planets  upon 
one  another,  and  which  will  be  apt  to  incrcafe,  till  this  fyftem 
wants  a  rcturination."   Sir  Ij'aac  Ncv-'lon  s  Cj'tus,  Q".'£/?.  u'l- 

W/.R8VRTOS. 
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As  much  eternal  fprings  and  cloudlefs  Ikies, 
As  Men  for  ever  template,  calm,  and  wife. 
If  plagues  or  earthquakes  break  not  Heav'n*s  defign. 
Why  then  a  Borgia,  or  a  Catiline  ?  156 

Who 

COMMENTARY. 

ftorms  and  tempefts,  clouds,  rain,  heat,  and  variety  of  feafons,  arc 
nccefiary  (notwithftanding  the  accidental  evil  they  bring  with 
them)  to  the  health  and  plenty  of //6//  Globe;  why  then  ihould 
you  fuppofe  there  is  not  the  fame  ufe,  with  regard  to  the  Unlverfey 
in  a  Borgia  or  a  CatiHne  ?  But  you  fay  you  can  fee  the  one,  and 
not  the  other.  You  fay  riglit  :  one  terminates  in  Xhis  fyjlem,  the 
other  refers  to  the  Whole :  which  Whole  can  be  comprehended  by 
none  but  the  great  Author  himfelf.  For,  fays  the  Poet  in  another 
place, 

*'  —  of  this  Frame,  the  bearings  and  the  ties, 
The  ftrong  connetlions,  nice  dependencies. 
Gradations  juft,  has  thy  pervading  foul 
Look'd  through  ?  or  can  z  part  contain  the  luhole  P" 

Ver,  29,  ^  feq. 
Own  therefore,  fays  he,  that 

"  —  From  Pride,  our  very  Rcas'ning  fprings ; 
Account  for  moraU  as  for  natural  things  : 
Why  charge  we  Heav'n  in  thofe,  in  thefe  acquit  ? 
In  both,  to  reafo7i  right,  is  tofuhmlt.^'  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

V^tR.  155.  If  pfiJgues,  15"::']  What  hath  mifled  Mr. de  Croufaz 
in  his  cenfure  of  this  pafl'agc,  i;;  liis  fuppofing  the  comparifon  to 
be  between  the  effefts  of  t-iuo  things  in  this  fublunary  world;  when 
not  only  the  elegancy,  but  the  jurtnefs  of  it,  confifts  in  its  being 
between  the  effefts  of  a  thing  in  the  univerfe  at  large,  and  the  fami- 
liar known  cffci^s  of  one  in  this  fullunary  ivorld.  For  the  pofition 
inforced  in  thefe  lines  is  this,  that  partial  evil  tends  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  . 

**  Refpe6ting  Man,  whatever  wrong  we  call, 

May,  muil  be  right,  as  relative  to  all."  Ver.  51. 

How  does  the  Poet  inforce  it  ?  If  you  will  believe  this  Critic,  in 
illuilrating  the  effefts  of  partial  moral  evil  in  a  particular  fyftem, 
by  that  of  partial  natural  evil  in  l\\t  fame  fyftem,  and  fo  he  leaves 

his 
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Who   knows   but    He,   whofe   hand   the  lightening 

forms. 
Who  heaves  old  Ocean,  and  who  wings  the  ftorms ; 
Pours  fierce  Ambition  in  a  Csefar's  mind. 
Or    turns   young  Ammon   loofe    to  fcourge    man- 
kind ?  1 60 
From  pride,  from  pride,  our  very  reas*ning  fpringsj 
Account  for  moral,  as  for  nat'ral  things : 
Why  charge  we  Heav*n  in  thofe,  in  thefe  acquit  ? 
In  both,  to  reafon  right,  is  to  fubmit. 

Better  for  Us,  perhaps,  it  might  appear,  165 

Wqrc  there  all  harmony,  all  virtue  here  ; 

That 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  165.  Better  for  Us,  lifc.^  But,  fecondly,  to  ftrengthen  the 
foregoing  analogical  argument,  and  to  make  the  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  God  ftill  more  apparent,  he  obfcrves  (from  ver.  164  to  1 73.), 
that  moral  evil  h  not  only  produftivc  oi good  Xo  the  Whole,  but  is 
fvcn  produftlve  of  good  in  our  czun  f]Jl^m.     It  might,  fays  he, 

perhaps 
NOTE  s. 

\\U  pojition  in  the  hirrh.  Pnit  the  Poet  reafons  at  another  rate  : 
The  way  to  prove  his  point,  he  knew,  was  to  illuftrate  the  effect 
of  partial  moral  evil  in  the  univerfe,  by  partial  natural  evil  in  zpar- 
ficular  fyjlem.  Whether  partial  moral  evil  tend  to  the  good  of  the 
Univerfe,  being  a  queftion  which,  by  reafon  of  our  ignorance  of 
many  parts  of  that  Univerfe,  we  cannot  decide  but  from  known 
effcfts  ;  the  rules  of  good  reafoning  require  that  it  be  proved  by 
analogy,  I.  e.  fcuingit  by,  and  comparing  it  witli,  a  thing  clear  an  J 
crrtuin;  and  it  is  a  thing  clear  and  certain^  that  partial  natural  evil 
tends  to  the  good  of  our  particular  fyjlem.  Warburton. 

Vkr.  157.  H'Lo  InozL's  but  He,  i^c.~\  The  fublimity  with  which 
the  great  Author  of  Nature  is  here  charafterifed,  is  but  the  fccond 
beauty  of  this  fine  paflage.  The  grcateft  is  the  mtiking  the  very 
difpenfation  ol:)iecl!d  tc  the  periphrafii  of  hi-  title.  Wakbup.to!* 

D    -! 
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That  never  air  or  ocean  felt  the  wind ; 
That  never  paffion  difcompos^d  the  mind- 

But 

COMMENTARY. 

perhaps  appear  better  to  us,  that  there  were  nothing  hi  this  world 
hut  pfoce  and  vir/i/e: 

'•  That  never  air  or  ocean  felt  the  wind; 
That  never  paflion  difcompos'd  the  mind." 
But  then  confider,  that  as  our  material  fvjit'm  is  fupported  by  the 
flrife  of  its  elementary  particles  ;  fo  is  our  inicUeclual fyfu-m  by  the 
conflict  of  our  Paflhnis,  which  are  the  elements  of  human  action. 

In  a  word,  as  without  the  benefit  of  tempclluous  winds,  both 
air  and  ocean  would  ftagnate,  corrupt,  and  fprcad  univerfal  conta- 
gion throughout  all  the  ranks  of  animals  that  inhabit,  or  are  fiip- 
pcMed  by,  them  ;  fo,  without  the  benefit  of  the  Paflions,  fuch 
Virtue  as  was  merely  the  effect  of  the  abfcnce  of  thofe  Paflions^ 
would  be  a  lifelefs  calm,  a  ftoical  Apathy. 

"  Contradled  all,  retiring  to  the  breall  : 
But  health  of  mind  is  Exercife,  not  R(j1.^^ 

Epiitlc  ii.  vcr.  103. 
Therefore,  inftead  of  regarding  the  conflifts  of  the  elements,  and 
the  Paflions  of  the  mind,  as  diforders,  you  ought  to  confider  therrr 
as  part  of  the  general  order  of  Providence  :  and  tliat  tliey  are  fo, 
appears  from  their  always  prefcrving  the  fame  luivaricd  courfe, 
throughout  all  ages,  from  the  creation  to  the  prefent  time  ; 
"  ']^hit  gen^ ral  Order,  fmce  the  Whole  began, 
Is  kept  in  Nature,  and  is  kept  in  Man." 
'  We  fee,  therefore,  it  would  be  doing  great  injullice  to  our  author 
to  fufpeft  that  he  intended  by  this  to  give  any  encouragement  to 
Vice.  His  fyftem,  as  all  his  Ethic  Epidles  fliew,  is  this  :  That 
the  Pajfions,  for  the  realons  given  above,  are  neceflary  to  the  fup- 
port  of  Virtue  :  That,  indeed,  the  Paflions  in  cxcefs  produce  Vice, 
which  is,  in  its  own  nature,  the  grcatell  of  all  evils,  and  comes 
into  the  world  from  the  abufe  of  Man's  free-will  ;  but  that  God, 
in  his  infinite  wifdoin  and  goodncfs,  deviouflv  turns  the  natural  bias 

of 

NOT  I    S. 

Vi  R.  167.  That  never  air  or  ncean~\  An  acute  critic  af!<s  if  it 
(hould  not  be — That  never  earth  or  ocean  : — not  air.       V^artom- 
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But  All  fubfifls  by  elemental  ftrife ; 

And  PalTions  are  the  elements  of  Life.  170 

The  gen'ral  Order,  fmce  the  whole  began. 

Is  kept  in  Nature,  and  is  kept  in  Man. 

VI.  What 

CO  M  M  F.  MTAR  Y. 

cf  its   malignity  to  the   advancement  of  human   happinef;?,    and 
makes  it  produclive  of  general  Good  : 

"  Th' KTKRSAL  Art  educes  Good  from  III." 

Epillle  ii.  ver.  175, 
This,  fet  againll  what  we  have  obfei'vfd  of  the  Poet's  doftrine 
oi  -i.  future Ji ate,  will  furniili  us  with  an  inftance  of  \\\^J}m-tng  (as 
he  well  exprefTes  it  in  his  preface)  hctiveen  doclrhu's  firnihi^^Iy  oppojite: 
if  bis  EJfay  has  any  merit,  he  thiiiLs  it  is  in  this.  And  doubtlefs  it 
is  uncommon  merit  to  rejeft  the  vifions  and  abfurditics  of  every 
Syllem,  and  take  in  only  what  is  rational  and  real. 

The  Characthristics  and  the  Fablk  of  the  Bees  are  two 
feemingly  inconfiflent  fyilems  ;  the  folly  of  the  firfl:  is  in  giving 
fcheme  of  Virtue  'without  Religion  ;  and  the  knavery  of  the  latter, 
in  giving  a  fcheme  of  Religion  without  I'^irtue.  Thefe  our  Poet 
leaves  to  any  that  will  take  them  up  ;  but  agrees,  however,  fo  far 
with  the  firll,  that  '*  Virtue  would  be  worth  luiving,  though  itfelf 
was  its  only  reward  ;"  and  fo  far  with  tlic  latter,  tlrat  "  God 
makes  Evil,  againd  its  nature,  produftivc  of  Good." 

Warburton. 
N  o  T  1  s . 
Vkr.  iGij.  Bat  Ai.i.  fii  If Jls,   i^c.^    See  this  fubjecl  extended  in 
Epiltle  ii.  from  ver.  90  to  112.  155,  i:c.  Warbuk ton. 

Vkr.  171.  The  gen'ral  Ordkr,]  It  fccms  ntttrly  impofiible  to 
c\pl:'.iu  th;.fe  two  remarkable  lines  in  a  w  ay  at  all  reconcikable  to 
the  do.."bine  of  a  lapled  condition  of  man,  which  opinion  is  the 
chief  foundation  of  the  Chrillian  revelation,  and  the  capital  argu- 
ment for  the  necefiity  of  redemption. 

"  Tliat  fvllem  of  pliilofophy,"  fays  an  able  writer,  "  wliich  pro- 
f"efre^  lojuflify  the  ways  of  (^od  to  man,  without  liaving  recourfc 
to  the  doclrine  of  a  future  Rate,  nuiil  ever  be  confidcrcd  as  in  the 
higliell  degree  inunical  to  rcligit)n,  whofe  very  nature  and  elTcnce 
it  is  to  dircft  our  vicwi'  beyond  the  uanuvv  limits  of  tlie  prefent 
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VI.  What  would  this  Man  ?     Now  upward  will  he 
foar, 
x\nd  little  lefs  than  Angels,  would  be  more ; 

Now 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  173.  What  'would  this  Man?  i^fc.']  Having  thus  juflified 
Providence  in  \X.s pertu'iffton  of  partial  moral  evil,  our  author 
employs  the  remaining  part  of  his  Epiftle  in  vindicating  it  from 
the  imputation  of  certain  fuppofed  natural  evil?.  For  now 
he  fhews  (from  ver.  172  to  207.),  that  though  the  complaint  of 
his  adveifaries  againft  Providence  be  on  pretence  of  real  moral 
evils;  yet,  at  bottom,  it  all  proceeds  from  their  impatience  under 
imaginary  natural  ones,  the  iffue  of  a  depraved  appetite  for  vifionary 
advantages,  which  if  Man  had,  they  would  be  either  uftlefs  or 
pernicious  to  him,  as  repugnant  to  his  ftate,  or  unfuitable  to  his 
condition.  Though  God  (fays  he)  hath  fo  bountifully  bellowed 
on  Man  faculties  little  lefs  than  angelic,  yet  he  ungratefully  grafps 
at  higher ;  and  then,  extravagant  in  another  extreme,  with  a 
paflion  as  ridiculous  as  that  is  impious,  envies,  as  what  would  be 
advantages  to  himfelf,  even  the  peculiar  accommodations  of  brutes. 
But  here  his  own  falfe  principles  expofe  the  folly  of  his  falfer 
appetites.  He  fuppofes  them  all  made  for  his  ufe  :  now  what  ufe 
could  he  have  of  them,  when  he  had  robbed  them  of  all  their 
qualities  ?  Qualities  diilributed  with  the  higheft  wifdom,  as  they 
are  divided  at  prefent ;  but  which,  if  bellowed  according  to  the 

froward 

N  O  T  t  S. 

jlatc  of  exiftence."  See  Edays  Philofophical,  Hiftorical,  and 
Literary,  p.  399,  for  fome  very  acute  obfervations  on  the  Effay  on 
Man. 

Pope  in  thefe  lines  ufes  almoft  the  very  words  of  Bolingbroke : 
**  To  think  worthily  of  God,  we  mud  think  that  the  natural  order 
of  things  has  always  been  the  fame  ;  and  that  a  being  of  infinite 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  to  whom  the  paft  and  the  future  are  like 
the  prefent,  and  who  wants  no  experience  to  inform  him,  can  have 
lio  reafon  to  alter  what  infinite  wifdom  and  knowledge  have  once 
done."     Seftion  58.     Effays  to  Pope.  Warton. 

Ver.  174.  And  little  lefs  than  Angth^  l^jcJ^  Thou  hajl  made  him 
a  little  lotver  than  the  Angels,  and  haf.  crou'ited  him  ZL'ith  glory  and 
honour.     Pfulm  viii,  9.  Warburtok. 
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Now  looking  downwards,  juft  as  grlevM  appears  175 

To  want  the  ftrength  of  bulls,  the  fur  of  bears. 

Made  for  his  ufe  all  creatures  if  he  call. 

Say,  what  their  ufe,  had  he  the  pow'rs  of  all ; 

Nature  to  thefe,  without  profufion,  kind. 

The  proper  organs,  proper  pow'rs  aflign'd;  180 

Each  feeming  want  compenfated  of  courfe. 

Here  with  degrees  of  fwiftnefs,  there  of  force ; 

All  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  ftate  ; 

Nothing  to  add,  and  nothing  to  abate. 

Each  beaft,  each  infe£t,  happy  in  its  own  :  185 

Is  Heav'n  unkind  to  Man,  and  Man  alone  ? 

Shall 

COMMENTARY. 

froward  humour  of  thefc  childifh  complaincrs,  would  be  every  where 
found  to  be  either  wanting  or  fupetjiuous.  But  even  though  en- 
dowed with  thcfe  brutal  qualities,  Man  would  not  only  be  no 
gainer,  but  a  eonfiderable  lofer  ;  as  the  Poet  fhews,  in  explaining 
the  confequences  which  would  follow  from  his  having  his  fenfations 
in  that  exquifite  degree,  in  which  this  or  the  other  animal  is 
obferved  to  poflcfs  them.  Wirburtov, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  182.  Here  ivlth  degrees  offivtftnefsy  ^c."]  It  is  a  certailv 
axiom  in  the  anatomy  of  creatures,  that  in  proportion  as  they  are 
formed  for  ftrength,  their  fwiftnefs  is  lefTtncd  ;  or  as  they  are 
formed  for  fwiftnefs,  their  ftrength  is  abated.  Pope. 

VtR.  183.  y///  in  exa^  proportion']  I  cannot  forbear  thinking, 
that  a  little  French  treatifc  on  Providence,  pablifhed  at  Paris, 
1728,  formed  on  the  principles  of  Leibnitz,  fomcwhat  moderated, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  both  of  Bolingbroke  and  Pope,  from 
the  great  fimilarity  of  the  reafoning  there  employed.       Warton. 

Ver.  186.  Is  Heaven  unkind  to  Man,]  Cudworth,  Leibnitz, 
King,  Shaftcfbiiry,  Hutchefon,  Balguy,  have  all  ilrenuoufly  ar- 
gued for  the  prepoUency  of  good  to  evil  in  our  prj^nt  fyftem  ; 
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Shall  he  alone,  whom  rational  we  call. 

Be  pleas'd  with  nothing,  if  not  blefs'd  with  all? 

The  blifs  of  Man  (could  Pride  that  blefling  find) 
Is  not  to  ad  or  think  beyond  mankind ;  190 

No  powers  of  body  or  of  foul  to  fhare, 
But  what  his  nature  and  his  ftate  can  bear. 
Why  has  not  Man  a  microfcopic  eye  ? 
For  this  plain  reafon,  Man  is  not  a  Fly. 
Say  what  the  ufe,  were  finer  optics  giv'n,  195 

T*  infped  a  mite,  not  comprehend  the  heav'n  ? 
Or  touch,  if  tremblingly  ahve  all  o'er, 
To  fmart  and  agonize  at  ev'ry  pore  ? 
Or  quick  effluvia  darting  through  the  brain, 
Die  of  a  rofe  in  aromatic  pain  ?  200 

If  Nature  thunder'd  in  his  op'ning  ears. 
And  ftunn'd  him  with  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres, 
How  would  he  wifli  that  Heav'n  had  left  him  flill 
The  whifp'ring  Zephyr,  and  the  purling  rill  ? 
Who  finds  not  Providence  all  good  and  wife,        205 
Alike  in  what  it  gives,  and  what  denies  ? 

VII.  Far 

NOTES. 

but  none  more  forcibly  than  Balguy  from  p.  103  to  p.  125  of  his 
Divine  Benevolence.  Warton. 

Ver.  202.  And  Jl untied  htm'}  The  argument  certainly  required 
an  inftance  drawn  from  real  found,  and  not  from  the  imaginary 
mufic  of  the  fpheres.  Locke's  illuftration  of  this  doftrine  is  not 
only  proper  but  poetical  :  "  If  our  fenfe  of  hearing  were  but  one 
thoufand  times  quicker  than  it  is,  how  would  a  perpetual  noife 
diftraft  us  ;  and  we  fhould,  in  the  quieted  retirement,  be  lefs  able 
to  fleep  or  meditate,  than  in  the  middle  of  a  fea-fight."  In  hue 
before  193,  the  exprcflion  of  microfcopic  eye  is  from  Locke. 

Vv'ARTOr. 
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VII.  Far  as  Creation*s  ample  range  extends. 
The  fcale  of  fenfual,  mental  pow*rs  afcends : 
Mark  how  it  mounts,  to  Man's  imperial  race. 
From  the  green  myriads  in  the  peopled  grafs  :        210 

What 

COMMENTARY. 
Ver.  207.  Far  as  Creatioii's  ample  range  extends^']  Ke  tells  us 
next  (from  vcr.  206  to  233.),  that  the  complying  with  fuch 
extravagant  defires  would  not  only  be  ufclefs  and  pernicious  to 
Man,  but  would  be  breaking  into  the  order,  and  deforming  the 
beauty  of  God's  Creation,  in  which  this  animal  is  fubjecl  to  that, 
and  every  one  to  Man  ;  who,  by  his  Reafon,  enjoys  the  fum  of  all 
their  powers.  Warburton. 

VOTES. 
Vf.R.  207.  Far  as  CreatiotCs  ample  range  exletuls,']  It  may  be 
doubted,  whether  our  Author  has  excelled  Dryden  in  the  art  of 
rcafoning  in  rhyme,  whofe  Religio  Laici,  and  Hind  and  Panther, 
arc  in  this  rcfpccl  admirable  ;  though  the  fableof  the  latter  abounds 
in  abfurdities  and  inconfillencies.  Warton. 

Ver.  209.  Marh  how  it  mounts,']  When  it  is  faid  that  Pope 
was  guilty  of  fomc  contradictions  and  fomc  inconfiilencies  in  his 
reafonings  on  the  bejl,  let  us  alfo  remember,  that  lo  alfo  was  his 
guide  and  philofophical  friend,  who,  it  is  to  be  wiihcd,  had  always 
expreHed  himfelf  as  in  the  following  terms,  p.  121,  v.  5. 

"  Mothinks  I  hear  a  fuicere  and  devout  thcill,  in  the  midll  of 
luch  meditations  as  thefe,  cry  out,  "  No  ;  the  world  was  not 
made  for  man,  nor  man  only  fo  be  happy.  The  objections  urged 
by  atheifts  and  divines  againll  the  wifdom  and  goodncfs  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  on  thefe  arbitrary  fuppofitions,  dellroy  their  own 
foundations.  Mankind  is  expofed,  as  well  as  other  animals,  to 
many  inconvcnicncies  and  to  various  evils,  by  the  conditiition  of 
the  world.  The  world  was  not,  therefore,  made  Hi  him,  nor  he 
to  be  happy.  But  he  enjoys  numberlefs  benefits,  h\  tht-  litiw  ',>  of 
his  nature  to  this  conltitution,  unalked,  unmciiiiHl,  fiwly  bv.- 
flowtd.  He  returns,  like  other  animals,  to  the  dutl  ;  \it  nLilhvr 
he  nor  they  are  willing  to  leave  the  Rate  whcr^.iii  th>  y  ww  phu\ '! 
here.  The  wildom  and  the  goodnefs  of  God  are  tlivTcforc  m.in;- 
t(ll.      J  thank  thee,   O  my  Creator!   that  I  am  placed   in  a  ini'-., 

lovr 
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"What  modes  of  fight  betwixt  each  wide  extreme, 
The  mole's  dim  curtain,  and  the  lynx's  beam : 

Of 

NOTES. 

low  in  the  whole  order  of  being,  but  the  firll  in  that  animal  fyftcm 
to  which  I  belong  :  a  rank  wherein  I  am  made  capable  of  know- 
ing thee,  and  of  difcovering  thy  will,  the  perfection  of  my  own 
nature,  and  the  means  of  my  own  happinefs.  Far  be  it  from  inc 
to  repine  at  my  prtfent  ftate,  like  thofc  who  deny  thcc  ;  or  like 
thofe  who  own  thee,  only  to  cenfure  thy  works  and  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  thy  providence.  May  I  enjoy  thankfully  the  benefits 
beftowed  on  me  by  thy  divine  liberality  !  May  I  fufter  the  evils, 
to  which  I  {land  expofed,  patiently,  nay  willingly  !  None  of  thy 
creatures  are  made  to  be  perfedlly  happy  like  thyfelf  5  nor  did  thy 
goodnefs  require  that  they  fhould  be  fo.  Such  of  them  as  arc 
more  worthy  objects  of  it  than  thy  human  creatures,  fuperior 
natures  that  inhabit  other  worlds,  may  be  afFefted  in  fome  degree 
or  other  by  phyfical  evils,  fmce  thefe  are  effedls  of  the  general  laws 
of  matter  and  motion.  They  mull  be  affedled  too,  in  fome  degree 
or  other,  by  moral  evil,  fince  moral  evil  is  the  confequence  of  error, 
as  well  as  of  diforderly  appetites  and  paflions,  and  fmce  error  is 
the  confequence  of  imperfeft  underflanding.  Lefs  of  this  evil  may 
prevail  among  them.  But  all  that  is  finite,  the  moft  exalted  intel- 
ligences, muft  be  liable  to  fome  errors.  Thou,  O  God !  that 
Being  who  is  liable  to  none,  and  to  whom  infallibility  and  impec- 
cability belong, 

"  Due  me,  parens  celfique  dominator  poli, 
"  Quocumque  placuit.     Nulla  parendi  mora  tft, 
*•  Affum  impiger*."  Wartok. 

Ver.  210.  From  the  green  myriads']  Thefe  lines  are  admirable 
patterns  of  forcible  diftion.  The  pecuhar  and  difcriminating 
expreflivenefs  of  the  epithets  ought  to  be  particularly  regarded. 
Perhaps  we  have  no  image  in  the  language  more  lively  than  that  of 
the  laft  verfe.  "  To  hve  along  the  line,"  is  equally  bold  and 
beautiful.  In  this  part  of  the  epiftle  the  Poet  fecms  to  have  re- 
markably laboured  his  ftyle,  which  abounds  in  various  figures,  and 
is  much  elevated.     Pope  has  praclifed  the  great  fecret  of  Virgil's 

art, 


Sen.  Ep.  io'"> 
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Of  fmell,  the  headlong  lionefs  between, 

And  hound  fagacious  to  the  tainted  green  ; 

Of  hearing,  from  the  life  that  fills  the  flood,         215 

To  that  which  warbles  through  the  vernal  wood  ? 

The  fpider*s  touch,  how  exquifitely  fine ! 

Feels  at  each  thread,  and  lives  along  the  line : 

In  the  nice  bee,  what  fenfe  fo  fubtly  true 

From  poisonous  herbs  extrads  the  healing  dew  ?    220 

How  Inftin£t  varies  in  the  grov'ling  fwine, 

Compar'd,  half-reas*ning  elephant,  with  thine! 

'Twixt  thfet,  and  Reafon,  what  a  nice  barrier  ? 

For  ever  fep'rate,  yet  for  ever  near  i 

Remem- 

NOTF.  S. 

art,  which  was  to  difcover  the  ven'  fingle  epithet  that  precifcly 
fuitcd  each  occafion.  If  Pope  mud  yield  to  other  poets  in  point 
of  fertihty  of  fancy,  or  harmony  of  numbers,  yet  in  point  of  pto- 
pr'ictyy  clofenejs.,  and  elegance  ofdid'ion,  he  can  yield  to  none.  Very 
inferior  is  the  tranflation  of  Abbe  du  Refncl,  of  all  this  fine 
palfage,  to  the  original,  though  it  is  evident  he  took  pains  about 
it.     See  his  four  lines  on  the  fpider  : 

Contemplez  I'araignce  tn  fon  rcduit  obfcur ; 

Qiie  fon  toucher  eft  vif,  qu'il  eft  prompt,  qu'ilcftfur; 

Sur  ces  picges,  tendus  fans  ccfle  vigilante, 

Dans  chacun  de  fcs  fils  elle  paroit  vivante. 

Wartdn 
VER.213.  the  headlong  I'lonefsl^  The  manner  of  the  lions  hunt- 
ing their  prey  in  the  defarts  of  Africa  is  this  :  At  their  firft  going 
out  in  the  night-tjme,  they  fet  up  a  loud  roar,  and  thtn  liilen  to 
the  noife  made  by  the  bcafts  in  their  flight,  purfuiug  them  by  the 
ear,  and  not  by  the  nuftril.  It  is  probable  the  ftory  of  the  jackall's 
hunting  for  the  lion,  was  occafioned  by  the  obfervation  of  this 
dcfeft  of  fccnt  in  that  terrible  animal.  Pope. 

Vfr.  224.  For  ever  fip'rate,  ijfc.^  Near,  by  the  fimilitude  of 
tl»c  operations  •,fcparate^  !)y  the  immenfe  difference  in  the  nature  of 
I'.H-  powcis.  Warburtom, 
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Remembrance  and  Reflexion,  how  ally*d  ;  225 

What  thin  partitions  Senfe  from  Thought  divide  ? 
And  Middle  natures,  how  they  long  to  join. 
Yet  never  pafs  th'  infuperable  line ! 
Without  this  juft  gradation,  could  they  be 
Subjected ,  thefe  to  thofe,  or  all  to  thee  ?  23c 

The  povv*rs  of  all  fubdu'd  by  thee  alone, 
is  not  thy  Reafon  all  thefe  pow'rs  in  one  ? 

VIII.  See,  through  this   air,  this  ocean,  and  this 
earth. 
All  matter  quick,  and  burfling  into  birth.     0 
Above,  how  high,  progreflive  life  may  go  I  it^^ 

Around,  how  wide,  how  deep  extend  below ! 

Vaft 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  233.  Sec,  through  this  nir,  oV.]  And  further  (fioin 
vcr.  232  to  267.),  that  this  breaking  the  order  of  thincjs,  whicli, 
as  a  link  or  chain,  connects  all  beings,  from  the  higheil  to  the 
loweft,  would  unavoidably  be  attended  with  the  deilruclion  of  the 
Univerfe  :  for  that  the  feveral  parts  of  it  mull  at  leail  compofe  at, 
entire  and  harmonious  a  "Whole,  as  the  parts  of  a  human  body, 
can  be  doubted  of  by  no  one  :  ytt  we  fee  what  confufion  it  would 
make  in  our  frame,  if  the  members  were  fet  upon  invading  each 
other's  office  : 

"  What  if  the  foot,"  or. 
Who  will  not  acknowledge,  therefore,  that  a  connection,  in  tin, 
difpofition  of  things,  fo  harmonious  as  here  deicribed,  is  tranf- 
cendently  beautiful  ?  But  the  Fatalills  fuppofe  fuch  an  one. 
What  then  ?  Is  the  Firll  Free  Agent,  the  great  Caufe  of  all 
things,  debarred  a  contrivance  iniinitely  exquilite,  becaufe  fomc 
Men,  to  fet  up  their  idol,  Fate,  abfnrdly  i-eprefent  it  as  preliding 
over  fuch  a  fyftem  ?  War  burton  . 

X  o  r  1-.  s . 
Ver.  235.  yfiove,  hoiv  hh^i:,~\   This  is  a  magnificent  paflag-e. 

Ha-. 
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Vaft  chain  of  Being !  which  from  God  began. 

Natures  ethereal,  human,  angel,  man, 

Bead,  bird,  fifh,  infe£t,  what  no  eye  can  fee. 

No  glafs  can  reach  ;  from  infinite  to  thee,  240 

From  thee  to  Nothing. — On  fuperior  pow'rs 

Were  we  to  prefs,  inferior  might  on  ours  : 


Or 


VARIATIONS. 
V%R.238.   Ed.  Ill, 

Ethereal  eficiice,  fpirit,  fubflance,  man. 


NOTES. 


• Has  any  fccn 

riiC  mighty  chain  of  beings,  lelTening  down 
From  infinite"  Perfection,  to  the  brink 
<.)f  drearv  Nothing,  defohite  abyfs  ! 

From  wlii.h  aitonifit'd  Thongh.t  recoiling  turns .^     Thomso:^. 

\\'artos. 
The  pafiage  in  Locke  on  this  topic  is  fo  eloquent,  tliat  the  reader 
will  pardon  its  infeition  : 

"  That  there  ftiould  be  more  fpecies  of  intelligent  creatures 
ubovc  us,  than  tiicre  are  of  fenfihle  and  material  below  us, 
is  probable  to  me  from  hence  :  Tliat  in  all  the  vilible  corporeal 
world  we  lee  no  chafm^^,  or  gap^-  All  quite  down  from  us, 
the  defeent  is  by  eafy  Heps,  and  a  continued  ferics  of  things, 
that  in  each  remove  differ  v>.ry  little  one  from  the  other.  And 
when  we  confuler  the  iafiiiiie  power  and  wifdom  of  the  Malcer, 
we  have  reafun  to  thii:lc  tluit  it  i.-;  fuitablc  to  the  jr.aguificent  har- 
rnony  of  the  LUuvcrfe,  aiul  the  great  defign  and  infinite  goodncfs 
of  the  Architect,  that  the  fpccics  of  creatures  faould  alfo,  by 
gentle  degrees,  afeend  upward''  from  us  tov/ards  his  infinite  Per- 
fedion,  ai   we    fee   fio;n   u ;   they  gr.idually   dtfcend  d()wn\\'ard." 

Vol.  ii.  p.  4. 
VtR.  240.  Ko  ^l.jfs  can  >\\}ch  ;'\  "  There  are,"  fays  Piooke  the 
Xjaturaliil,  "  8,;So,ooo  itnirK.iLu/a  in  one  drop  of  water."  "  Na- 
ture, in  manv  iiiftances,"  fays  Themiflius,  "  appears  to  make  her 
tranfitions  fo  imperceptibly,  and  by  lit'le  a:id  little,  that  in  fome 
b'Mn  js  it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  nr'"  3n::r3^  o-  vegetable. 

W  Ail  TON 
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Or  in  the  full  creation  leave  a  void, 
Where,  one  ftep  broken,  the  great  fcale's  deftroy'd  : 
From  Nature's  chain  whatever  link  you  flrike,       245 
Tenth,  or  ten  thoufandth,  breaks  the  chain  alike. 

And,  if  each  fyftem  in  gradation  roll 
Alike  eflential  to  th'  amazing  Whole, 
The  lead  confufion  but  in  one,  not  all 
That  fyftem  only,  but  the  Whole  muft  fall.  25c 

Let  Earth  unbalanced  from  her  orbit  fly. 
Planets  and  ftars  run  lawlefs  through  the  fky ; 

Let 

VOTES. 

Ver.  244.  the  ^reat  fcale^s  dejltvy^d :']  All  that  can  be  faid  of 
the  fuppofition  of  a  fcale  of  beings  gradually  defcending  from  per- 
fection to  non-entity,  and  complete  in  every  rank  and  degree,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  third  chapter  of  King's  Origin  of  Evil,  and  in  a 
note  of  the  Archbifhop,  marked  G,  p.  137,  of  Law's  Tranflation, 
ending  with  thefe  emphatical  words  :  "  Whatever  fyftem  God  had 
chofen,  all  creatures  in  it  could  not  have  been  equally  perfect ; 
and  there  could  have  been  but  a  certain  determinate  multitude  of 
the  moft  perfc£l ;  and,  when  that  was  completed,  there  would 
have  been  a  ftation  for  creatures  lefs  perfedl,  and  it  would  Hill  have 
been  an  inftance  of  goodnefs  to  give  them  a  being  as  well  as  others." 

Warton. 

Ver.  245.  From  Nature* s  chain']  Almofl  the  words  of  Marcus 
Antoninius,  1.  v.  c.  8. ;  as  alfo  v.  265.  from  the  fame.      Warton. 

Ver.  251.  Let  Earth  uTibaIanc\l']  i.e.  Being  no  longer  kept 
within  its  orbit  by  the  different  diredlions  of  its  progrelfive  and 
attraftive  motions ;  which,  like  equal  weights  in  a  balance,  keep  it 
in  an  equilibre.  Warburton. 

It  isobfervable,  that  thefe  noble  lines  were  added  after  the  firft 
folio  edition.  It  is  a  pleafing  and  ufeful  amufement  to  trace  out 
tlie  alterations  that  a  great  and  corrccl  writer  gradually  maket  in 
his  works.     At  firfl  it  ran, 

How  inftinft  varies !   What  a  hog  may  want, 
Compar'd  with  thine,  half-reafoning  Elephant. 

And 
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Let  ruling  Angels  from  their  fphercs  be  hurlM, 
Being  on  Being  wrecked,  and  world  on  world ; 

Heav'n's 

NOTES. 

And  again  ; 

What  the  advantage  if  his  finer  eyes 
Study  a  mite,  not  comprehend  the  fkies. 
Which  lines  at  prcfent  (land  thus  : 

How  inftindl  varies  in  the  grov'ling  fwine, 
Compar'd,  half-reas'ning  Elephant,  with  thine ! 
Say  what  the  ufe,  were  finer  optics  giv'n, 
T'infpeft  a  mite,  not  comprehend  the  Hcav'n. 
Formerly  it  flood  thus  : 

Ko  felf-confounding  faculties  to  fliare. 
No  fenfes  ilronger  than  his  brain  can  bear. 
At  prefent  ; 

No  pow'rs  of  body  or  of  foul  to  (hare, 
But  what  his  nature  and  hii  (late  can  bear. 
It  appeared  at  fiill  very  except ionably ; 

Expatiate  far  o'er  all  this  fcene  of  Man, 
A  mighty  maze  !  of  walks  without  a  plan. 
Which  contradicted  his  whole  fyflcm,  and  it  was  altered  to, 

A  mighty  maze  !  but  not  without  a  plan  !  Wartox. 

VER.251.  Let  Earth  anbaianc^ d'\  Ruifhcad  fays,  "There  is 
r>o  reading  the  fe  lines,  without  being  ftruck  with  a  momentary  appre^ 
hfnfion  !"  Without  quite  al/oiving  this,  we  cannot  but  feel  their 
great  beauty  and  force.  Line  rifes  upon  line,  with  greater  effect 
and  nobler  imagery,  and  in  the  concluilon  the  Poet  has  touched 
tlie  idea  with  propriety,  as  well  as  dignity  and  fublimity.  If  he 
had  been  more  particular,  the  pafiage  would  have  been  uniuorthy 
the  grandeur  of  the  fubjeft  ;  had  he  been  hfs,  it  would  have  been 
oljcurc.  He  has  at  once  evinced  y»i/^OT.'«/ and  poetry.  If  there  be 
a  word  or  two  not  quite  fuitablc,  perhaps  it  io  "  rur."  and 
"  foundations  nod."  I  could  have  wifhed  fuch  a  word  as  "  r-ufj'd 
lawlefs,"  or  ^'-  JlanCd  lawlefs  through  the  fky." 

Let  me  here  obfervc,  that  there  are  many  truly  great  pafTage? 
in  this  EfTay.     Such  is  that  dcfcribing  Superflition, 

"  When  rcll'd  the  thunder,  and  when  rock'd  the  ground  ;" 
which  evince  the  hand  of  a  mafter,  and  which  arc  the  more  ftriking, 
a';  all  along  the  poetical  part  is  kept  \n  fnhfiTv'' en  - r  to  thf  rrafor.rig- 
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HeavVs  whole  foundations  to  their  centre  nod,     255 
And  Nature  trembles  to  the  throne  of  God. 
All  this  dread  Order  break — for  whom  ?  for  thee  ? 
Vile  worm  ! — oh  Madnefs  !  Pride  !  Impiety  ! 

IX.  What  if  the  foot,  ordain'd  the  dull  to  tfead. 
Or  hand,  to  toil,  afpir'd  to  be  the  head  ?  260 

What  if  the  head,  the  eye,  or  ear  repin*d 
To  ferve  mere  engines  to  the  ruling  mind  ? 
Juft  as  abfurd  for  any  part  to  claim 
To  be  another,  in  this  gen'ral  frame  : 
Juft  as  abfurd,  to  mourn  the  talks  or  pains,  265 

The  great  direding  Mind  of  All  ordains. 

All  are  but  parts  of  one  ftupendous  whole, 
Whofe  body  Nature  is,  and  God  the  foul ; 

That, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  267.  ylll  are  but  parts  of  one  Jlupcndous  ifholt,"}  Our  Author 
having  thus  given  a  reprefentation  of  God's  work,  as  one  entire 
ivhokf  where  all  the  parts  have  a  nectfTary  dependance  on,  and 
relation  to,  each  other,  and  whei'e  each  particular  part  works  and 
concurs  to  the  perfection  of  the  Whole ;  as  fuch  a  fyftem  tranf- 
cends  vulgar  ideas  ;  to  reconcile  it  to  common  conceptions,  he 
fhews  (from  ver.  266  to  281.),  that  God  is  equally  and  intimately 
prefent  to  every  fort  oi  Jubjlancc,  to  every  particle  of  matter,  and  iu 
every  inftant  of  being  ;  which  eafes  the  labouring  imagination,  and 
makes  us  expert  no  lefs,  from  fuch  a  Prejeneey  than  fuch  a 
D'ifpenfation.  '  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  265.  jfiiJI  as  abfurd,  lz^c.'\  See  the  profecution  and  appli- 
cation of  this  in  Ep.  iv.  Pope. 

Ver.  266.  The  great  d'tredhig  Mind,  lyc.'\  "  Veneramur  autem 
et  coiimus  ob  dominium.  Deus  enim  fine  dominio,  providtntia, 
et  caufis  hni-ilibus,  nihil  aliud  ell  quam  Fatum  et  Natura." 
Ne'wtoni  Prlncip.  Sehol.  gener.  fubfnem .  W AR  B  u  R  t  o  N . 
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That,  chang'd  through  all,  and  yet  in  all  the  fame ; 
Great  in  the  earth,  as  in  th*  ethereal  frame ;  270 

Warms 

NOTES. 

Ver.  ^67.  ^11  are  but  parts']  Thefe  are  lines  of  a  marvellous 
energy  and  clofenefs  of  expreflion.  They  are  exaftly  like  the  old 
Orphic  verfes  quoted  in  Ariilotle,  De  Mundo.  Edit.  Lugd- 
folio,  1590,  p.378. ;  and  line  289  as  minutely  refembles  the 
doctrine  of  the  fublime  hymn  of  Cleanthes  the  Stoic  ;  not  that  I 
imagine  Pope  or  Bolingbroke  ever  read  that  hymn,  efpecially  the 
latter,  who  was  ignorant  of  Greek.  Warton. 

Ver.  268.  IVhofe  body  Nature  isy  Iffc.']  Mr.  de  Croufaz  remarks, 
on  this  line,  that  "  A  Spino/.id  would  exprefs  himfelf  in  this 
manner."  I  believe  he  would  ;  for  fo  the  infamous  Toland  has 
done,  in  his  Atheift's  Liturgy,  called  Pantheisticon  :  But 
fo  would  St.  Paul  likowifc,  who,  writing  on  this  fubjeft,  the  om- 
niprefence  of  God  in  his  Providence,  and  in  his  Subftance,  fays, 
in  the  words  of  a  panthcillical  Greek  Poet,  /n  him  ive  livcy  and 
moi-e,  and  have  our  being  ;  i.  e.  we  are  parts  of  him,  his  offspring  : 
And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  a  rehgious  theift  and  an  impious  pan- 
theiil  both  profcfs  to  believe  tlic  omniprefence  of  God.  But  would 
Spinoza,  as  Mr.  Pope  does,  call  God  the  great  dlredlng  Mind  cf  alU 
who  hath  intentionally  created  a  perfect  Univerfc  ?  Or  would  a 
Spinozift  have  told  us, 

"  The  workman  from  the  work  didincl  was  known  ?'* 
aline  that  overturns  all  Spinozifm  from  its  very  foundations. 

But  this  fublime  defcription  of  the  Godhead  contains  not  only 
the  divinity  of  St.  Paul  ;  but,  if  that  will  not  fatisfy  the  men  he 
writes  againfl,  \.\\t phUoJ'ophy  likewife  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton. 

The  Poet  fays, 

"  All  are  but  parts  of  one  ftupcndous  "Whole, 
Whofc  body  Nature  is,  and  God  the  foul  ;"  Uc. 

The  Philofopher  : — "  In  ipfo  continentur  et  inoventur  univtrfa, 
fed  abfqiic  nnitua  pafTione.  Deus  nihil  patitur  ex  corporum  moti- 
bus  ;  ilia  nullam  fer.tiunt  rcfiftcntium  ex  omnipnefentia  Dei. — Cor- 
pore  omni  et  iigura  Cv)rporua  dcilitnilu! . — Omnia  regit  et  omnia 
cognofcit — Cum  unaquxque  Spatii  paiticula  fit  frmper,  et  unum- 
quodque  Duratiouis  indivifibilc  momentum,  ubique  certe  rerum. 
onuiium  Fabricator  ac  Doniinus  non  crit  nunquani,  nufcuam." 

VOL.    Ml.  F  M> 
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Warms  in  the  fun,  refreflies  in  the  breeze. 
Glows  in  the  ftars,  and  bloflbms  in  the  trees, 

Lives 

NOTES. 

Mr,  Pope  ; 

*'  Breathes  in  our  foul,  informs  our  mortal  part,    . 
**  As  full,  as  perfeft,  in  a  hair  as  heart ; 
"  As  full,  as  perfeft,  in  vile  Man  that  mourns, 
"  As  the  rapt  Seraph  that  adores  and  burns  : 
*'  To  him,  no  high,  no  low,  no  great,  no  fniall ; 
"  He  fills,  he  bounds,  connccls,  and  equals  all." 
Sir  Kaac  Newton  :^-"  Annon  ex  phacnomenis  conRat  eiTe  entem 
incorporeum,  viventem,  intelligentem,  omniprsefentem,  qui  in  fpati;> 
infinito,  tanquam  fenforio  fuo,  res  ipfas  iiitime  cernat,  penitufque 
perfpiciat,  totafqae  intra  ft  prrefens  proefentes  complectatur." 

But  now,  admittuig  there  were  an  ambiguity  in  thefe  cxpreflion;-, 
lo  great  that  a  Spinozill  might  employ  them  to  exprefs  his  own 
particular  principles  ;  and  fuch  a  thing  might  well  be,  becaufe  the 
Spi;iozills,  in  order  to  hide  the  impiety  of  their  principle,  are  wont 
to  exprefs  the  Omniprefence  of  God  in  terms  that  any  religious 
Theift  might  employ  ;  in  this  cafe,  I  fay,  how  are  we  to  judge  of 
the  Poet's  meaning  ?  Surely,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  argiunent. 
Now,  take  the  words  in  tiie  fenfe  of  the  Spinozifts,  and  he  is  made  , 
in  the  conchifion  of  his  epiftle,  lo  overthrow  all  he  had  bcei; 
iidvancing  throughout  the  body  of  it :  for  Spinozifm  is  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  an  Univerfe,  where  every  thing  tends,  by  a  forefeen  con- 
irivanc::  in  all  its  parts,  to  the  perfedion  of  the  Whole.  But  allow 
him  to  employ  the  paflage  in  the  fenfe  of  St.  Paul,  That  -oje  cnul 
n!!  creaiurds  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  Icing  in  God ;  and  then  it 
will  be  fccn  to  be  the  mofl  logical  fupport  of  all  that  had  preceded. 
For  the  Poet  having,  as  we  fay,  laboured  through  his  epiftle  to 
prove,  that  every  thing  in  the  Univerfe  tends,  by  a  forefeen  con- 
trivance, and  a  prefcnt  direction  of  all  its  parts,  to  the  perfeftion 
of  the  Wlio!;; ;  it  might  be  objefted,  that  fuch  a  difpofition  of 
things  implying  in  God  a  painful,  operofe,  and  inconceivable  extent 
nf  Providence,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  care  extended  to 
all,  but  was  confined  to  the  more  noble  parts  of  the  creation. 
This  j^rofs  conception  of  the  Firil  Caufe  the  Poet  expofes,  by 
{hewing  I'.at  God  is  equally  and  intimately  prefent  to  every  par- 
ticle of  .Matter,  to  every  fort  of  Subftancc,  and  in  every  inftant  of 
Beir.fT.  Warbuktos. 
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Lives  through  all  Life,  extends  through  all  extent, 
Spreads  undivided,  operates  unfpent ; 
Breathes  in  our  foul,  informs  our  mortal  part,       275 
As  full,  as  perfe6l,  in  a  hair  as  heart  j 

As 

NOTES. 

Ver.  270.   Great  in  the  earth,~\   It  is  remarkable,  that  perhaps 

the  moll  folid  refutation  of  Spinoza  is  in  the  5th  volume  of  Bayle's 

Dictionary,  p.  199.  Warton. 

Ver.  274.    operates  unfpent i\    To    Lucretius,    who,    in    thcfc 

very  bold  and  magnificent  lines,  has  afl<ed, 

"  Quis  ?  regere  immenfi  fummam  ;  quis  habere  profundi 
Indu  manu  vahdas  potis  eft  moderanter  habenas  ? 
Quis  pariter  ccclos  omneis  convertere  ?  et  omneis 
Ignibus  aethereils  terras  fuffire  feraceis  ? 
Omnibus  inque  locis  cfTe  omui  tempore  prrelo  ? 
To  this  queftion,  I  fay,  we  nay  anfwer,  "  That  Great  Being  who 
is  fo  powerfully  defcribed  by  Pope  in  this  paflage." 

See  on  this  fubjedl  the  fine  and  convincing  Difcourfe  of  Socrates 
with  Ariftodemus,  in  the  firft  book  of  Xenophon's  Memorabiha. 

Ver.  276.  in  a  hair  as  heart ;'\   How  much  fuperior  to  a  conceit 
of  Cowley,  addreffed  to  J.  Evelyne,  Efq. 

"  If  we  could  open  and  intend  our  eye, 
We  all,  like  Mofes,  fliould  efpy, 
E'en  in  a  BuHi,  the  radiant  Deity  !" 
Very  fublime  is  the  idea  of  the  Great  Firft  Caufe  in  a  Fi-agment 
of  Empedocles  : 

<^fo•/u'o■»  K'ja-fxov  cc-rrxflcc  KoCiv.laccicroc  Soscri. 

Ammonius,  p.  199. 
M.  du  Refntl  has  tranflated  all  this  pafTage  of  Pope  unfairly  and 
kbfurdly. 

Our  Author  ftrove  hard  to  excel  four  fine  lines  of  his  maftcr 
Drydcn,  and  lias  fucceeded  in  the  attempt  ;  they  are  in  a  i'pecch 
of  Raphael,  in  the  "  State  of  Innocence,"  amidit  muc!i  tralh  : 
"  Where'er  thou  art,  he  is  ;  th'  eternal  Mind 
AiR;sthro'  all  places  ;  is  to  none  confm'd  : 
Fills  ocean,  earth,  and  air,  and  all  above. 
And  thro'  the  univerfal  mafs  doci  move.'*        Wartom. 
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As  full,  as  perfed,  in  vile  Man  that  mourns. 
As  the  rapt  Seraph,  that  adores  and  bums : 
To  Him  no  high,  no  low,  no  great,  no  fmall ; 
He  fills,  He  bounds,  conneds,  and  equals  all.         280 

X.  Ceafe 

NOTE  S. 

V^ER.  280.  He  fills,  He  bounds,']  This  is  a  noble  paflage.  Aken- 
fide  entered  the  hlls  on  this  fubjed  with  our  Author.  It  will  be 
pleafant  to  compare  two  fuch  writers  : 

"  Thee,  O  Tatlier,  this  extent 

Of  matter  ;  Thee,  the  fluggidi  earth  and  traft 
Of  fcas,  the  heavens  and  heavenly  fplendors  feel 
Pervading,  quickening,  moving.     From  the  depth 
Of  thy  great  efTence,  forth  didft  thou  conduft 
Eternal  Form  ;  and  t!icre,  where  Chaos  reign'd, 
Gav'it  her  dominion  to  ertCi  her  feat, 
And  fan£lify  the  manfion.     All  her  works 
Well-pleas'd  thou  didll  behold.     The  gloomy  fires 
Of  llorm  or  earthquake,  and  the  pureft  light 
Of  Summer  ;  foft  Campania's  new-born  rofe  ; 
And  the  liow  weed,  whicli  pines  on  Ruffian  hills. 
Comely  alike  to  thy  full  vifion,  fland  : 
To  thy  furrounding  vifion,  which  unites 
All  effences  and  powers  of  the  great  world 
In  one  fole  order;  fair  alike  they  Hand, 
As  features  well  confenting,  and  alike 
Requir'd  by  Nature  ere  fhe  could  attain 
Her  juft  refemblance  to  the  perfect  fliape 
Of  univerfal  beauty,  which  with  Thee 

Dwelt  from  the  firft." 

Book  i.  569.  The  Pleafures  of  Imagination. 
I  will  here  add,  as  the  bell  commentary  on  the  prevailing  doc- 
trines of  this  firll  Epiftle,  a  very  exalted  paflage  from  Plotinus,  in 
which  he  has  introduced  a  fubhme  profopopceia  of  Nature,  or  the 
Univerfe,  fpeaking  of  the  dtfign  of  Creation  ;  and  I  will  give  it 
in  the  forcible  and  energetic  tranflation  of  Cudworth,  book  i. 
p.  881,  without  apology  for  any  antiquated  exprcflions  that  this 
truly  great  divine  arid  philofopher  has  made  wfe  of: 

'■'  That 
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X.  Ceafe  then,  nor  Order  Imperfeftion  name : 
Our  proper  blifs  depends  on  what  we  blame. 

Know 

VARI  ATION  S. 

After  Verfe  282.  in  the  MS. 

Reafon,  to  think  of  God  when  ftie  pretends, 
Begins  a  Cenfor,  an  Adorer  ends. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  281.  Ceafe  then,  nor  Order  ImperfeBion  name  ;]  And  now 
the  Poet,  as  he  had  promifed,  having  vindicated  the  ivays  of  God  to 
Many  concludes  (from  ver-.  280.  to  the  end),  that,  from  what  had 
been  faid,  it  appears,  that  the  very  things  we  blame  contribute  to 
our  happinefs,  either  as  unrelated  particulars,  or  at  lead  as  parts  of 
the  univerfal  fyftem  ;  that  our  ftate  of  ignorance  was  allotted  to 
us  out  of  compafllon ;  that  yet  we  have  as  much  knowledge  as  is 
fufficient  to  fhew  us,  that  we  are,  and  always  (hall  be,  as  blefl  as 

we 

NOTES. 

*'  That  which  God  made  was  the  Wliole,  as  One  thing  ;  which 
he  that  attends  to  may  hear  it  fpeaking  to  him  afttr  this  manner  : 
"  God  Almighty  hath  made  Me,  and  from  thence  came  I  perftft 
and  complete,  and  ftanding  in  need  of  nothing,  bccaufe  in  Me  are 
contained  all  things;  plants  and  animals,  and  good  fouls,  and  men 
happy  with  virtue ;  and  innumerable  demons,  and  many  gods. 
Nor  is  the  earth  alone  in  me  adorned  with  all  manner  of  plants 
and  variety  of  animals  ;  or  does  the  power  of  foul  extend  at  moll 
no  further  than  t©  the  fcas,  as  if  the  whole  air,  and  xther,  and 
heaven,  in  the  mean  time,  were  quite  devoid  of  foul,  and  alto- 
gether unadorned  with  living  inhabitants.  Moreover,  all  things 
in  me  defire  good,  and  every  thing  reaches  to  it,  according  to  its 
power  and  nature.  For  the  whole  world  depends  upon  that  firfl 
and  highcft  good,  the  gods  themfclves  who  reign  in  my  fevcral 
parts,  and  all  animals  and  plants,  and  whatfoever  fcems  to  be 
inanimate  in  me.  For  fume  things  in  me  partake  only  of  being, 
fome  of  life  alfo,  fome  of  fenfe,  fome  of  reafon,  and  fome  of 
intelleft  above  reafon.  But  no  man  ought  to  require  equal  things 
from  unequal ;  nor  that  the  finger  fliould  fee,  but  the  eye  ;  it 
being  enough  for  the  finger  to  be  a  finger,  and  to  perform  its  own 

E  3  office. 
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Know  thy  own  point :  This  kind,  this  due  degree 
Of  blindnefs,  weaknefs,  Heav*n  beftows  on  thee. 

Submit.— 

COMMENTARY. 

we  can  l-ear  ;  for  that  Nature  is  neither  a  Stratonic  chain  of 
blind  ca ufes  and  effefts, 

(  All  Nature  Is  but  Art,  uvknonvn  to  thee, ) 
nor  yet  tl.e  fortuitous  refult  of  Epicrreamtoms, 

(w^// Chance,  Direction,  luh'ich  thou  canjl  not  fee)  ; 
as  thofe  two  fpecies  of  atheifm  fuppofcd  it ;  but  the  wonderful  art 
and  contrivance,  unknown  indeed  to  Man,  of  an  all-powerful,  all- 
wife,  all-good,  and  free  Being.     And  therefore  we  may  be  affured, 
that  the  arguments  brought  above,  to  prove  partial  moral  Evil 

produdlive 

NOTES. 

office.  As  an  artificer  would  not  make  all  things  in  an  animal 
to  be  eyes ;  fo  neither  has  the  Divine  Aoyoc,  or  Spermatic  Rcafon 
of  the  World,  made  all  things  gods ;  but  fome  gods,  and  fome 
demons,  and  fome  men,  and  fome  lower  animals :  not  out  of  envy, 
but  to  difplay  its  own  variety  and  fecundity  :  but  we  are  like 
unflcilful  fpeftators  of  a  picture,  who  condemn  the  limner,  becaufe 
he  hath  not  put  bright  colours  every  where ;  whereas  he  had 
fuited  his  colours  to  every  part  refpectively,  giving  to  each  fuch 
as  belonged  to  it.  Or  elfe  are  we  hkc  thofe  who  would  blame  a 
comedy  or  tragedy,  becaufe  they  were  not  all  kings  or  heroes  that 
acted  in  it,  but  fome  fervanls  and  rnftic  clowns  introduced  alfo, 
talking  after  their  rude  fafliion.  Whereas  the  dramatic  poem  would 
neither  be  complete,  nor  elegant  and  delightful,  were  all  thofe 
worfer  parts  taken  out  of  it." 

The  learned  reader  will  be  highly  gratiiied  by  turning  to  a  fine 
paffage  on  this  fubjeft  in  Plutarch,  De  Animi  Tranquillitate, 
vol.  ii.  p.  473,  foHo,  162c,  and  to  the  noble  liacs  of  Euripides 
there  quoted :  and  would  be  gratified  ftiU  more  by  attentively 
perufmg  the  fhort  trcatife  of  Ariftotle,  n=pi  Koc-fMU,  concerning  the 
beauty  and  concord  of  the  Univerfe  arifing  from  Contrarieties  ; 
which  treatife,  notwithftanding  the  different  form  of  its  compofi- 
tion,  ought  to  be  afcribtd  to  this  pliilofopher,  for  the  reafons 
afiigu,  ,1  by  Petit  in  his  Obfcrvations,  b.  ii.  ;  and  by  a  differtation 
of  Daniel  Hcinfius,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  our  truly  learned 
Bifhop  Berkeley.  Waktok. 
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Submit. — In  this,  or  any  other  fphere,  285 

Secure  to  be  as  bled  as  thou  canfl:  bear : 

Safe 

COMMENTARY. 

prodiiftive  of  Good,  are  conclufive  ;  from  whence  one  certain 
truth  refuhs,  in  fpite  of  all  the  pride  and  cavils  of  vain  Reafon, 

That  WHATEVER   IS,    IS   RIGHT. 

That  the  reader  may  fee  in  one  view  the  exaclnefs  of  the 
Method,  as  well  as  force  of  the  Argument,  I  (hall  here  draw 
up  a  fliort  fynopfis  of  this  Epillle.  The  Poet  begins  by  telling 
us,  his  fubjefb  is  an  Effay  on  Man  :  That  his  end  of  writing  is 
/5  vin(licate  Providence :  That  he  intends  to  derive  his  arguments 
from  the  v'l file  things  of  God  fen  in  th'is  fyfcm  :  Lays  down  this 
propoiition,  That  of  nil  poffihkfyflems,  infnite  IV fdom  has  formed  the 
l>ifl :  Draws  from  thence  two  confequences  ;  I.  That  there  mujl 
needs  he  fometuhere  fuch  a  creature  as  Man  ;  7.  That  the  moral  Evil, 
tuh-ch  he  is  author  of,  is  produdive  of  the  Good  of  the  IVhole.  Tliis 
ii  lus  general  Tlufis;  from  whence  he  forms  this  conclufion, 
That  I\Iaii  fljould  rejl  fuhmiffive  and  content,  and  mahe  the  hopes  of 
Futurity  his  comfort ;  hut  not  fufj'er  this  to  he  the  occafion  of  Pride, 
which  is  the  caui'e  of  all  his  impious  complaints. 

He  proceeds  to  coniirm  his  Thefis. — Previoufly  endeavours  to 
abate  our  wonder  at  the  phenomenon  of  moral  Evil ;  fhews,  firft, 
its  ufe  to  the  perfection  of  the  Univerfe,  by  analogy,  from  the  ufe  of 
pirfical Evil  in  tliis  particular  fy  Item :  —  Secondly,  its  ufe  in  thisfyfiem, 
where  it  is  turntd,  providentially,  from  its  natural  bias,  to  pro- 
mote Virtue.  Then  goes  on  to  vindicate  Providence  from  the 
iaijuitalion  of  certain  fuppofd  natural  Evils ;  as  he  had  before 
juilitied  it  for  the  pcrnufTioii  of  real  moral  Evil,  in  fliewing  that, 
though  tlie  Athcill's  compl.iint  againfl:  Providence  be  on  pretence 
of  ;•(•.;/  moral  Evil,  yet  the  true  caufe  is  his  impatience  under 
imaginary  natural  Evil ;  the  illue  of  a  depraved  appetite  for  fintaj- 
liral  advantages,  which,  if  obtained,  would  be  tfcufs  or  hurtful  to 
Man,  and    deforming   of,  and    deftruAive    to,    the    Univerle,    as 

breaki.ig    into    t'.iat    order    by    which    it    is    fupported. He 

defcribe.-i  that  order,  harmony,  and  clofe  connexion  oj  the  parts  ; 
and  by  ilievving  the  intimate  prefence  of  God  to  his  v,hole  crea- 
tion, gives  a  reafon  for  an   Univerfe   fo  amazingly  beautiful  niid 

t  4  perfed. 
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Safe  in  the  hand  of  one  difpofing  Pow'r, 

Or  in  the  natal,  or  the  mortal  hour. 

All  Nature  is  but  Art,  unknown  to  thee  ; 

All  Chance,  Diredion,  which  thou  canft  not  fee  j  290 

All  Difcord,  Harmony  not  underllood; 

All  partial  Evil,  univerfal  Good  : 

And, 

COMMENTARY. 

perfeft.  From  all  this  he  dedfcces  his  general  coiiclufioTi,  TLat 
Nature  being  neither  a  blind  chain  of  Caufes  and  Effeds,  nor  yet  the 
fortuitous  refult  of  ivandering  atoms,  but  the  'wonderful  art  and 
diredion  of  an  all-ivife,  all-good,  and  free  Being  ;  wnATtvEK  is, 
IS  RIGHT,  ivith  regard  to  the  difpofition  of  God,  and  its  ultitnate 
tendency ;  which  once  granted,  all  coniplaiuts  againft  Providence 
are  at  an  end.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  287.  Safe  in  the  hand']  "  Be  there  two  worlds,  or  be 
there  twenty,  the  fame  God  is  the  God  of  all ;  and  wherever  we 
are,  we  are  equally  in  his  power.  Far  from  fearing  my  Creator, 
that  all-perfedl  Being  whom  I  adore,  I  fhould  fear  to  be  no  longer 
his  creature."     Bohngbroke. 

Si  fic  omnia  dixiflet !  Warton. 

Ver,  289.  All  Nature  is  hut  Art,~\  Cud  worth  obferves,  upon 
Lucretius'  having  faid, 

"  Ufque  adeo  res  humanas  vis  abdita  qusedam 

Obterit," 

that  here  he  reeled  and  ftaggered  in  his  atheifm  ;  or  was  indeed  a 
Theift,  and  knew  it  not. 

"  Nature  is  the  art  whereby  God  governs  the  world,"  fays 
Hobbes.  Warton. 

Ver.  291.  All  Difcord,  Harmony]  The  words  of  Plato,  in 
the  Thaeot.  are,  v.al  tkIo  fiEytri;  T£;^v>;c  ayaSo  ttouIv  Ta  Y.oLX'1.  This 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  the  greateft  of  all  arts,  to  be  able  to 
bonifie  evils,  or  tincture  them  with  good." 

Cudworth,  p.  221.      Intelleftual  Syftem. 

I  was 
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And,  fpite  of  Pride,  in  erring  Reafon's  fpite, 
One  truth  is  clear.  Whatever  is,  is  right. 

NOTES. 

I  was  furprifed  to  fee  this  philofophical  doftrine  amply  illuf- 
trated  in  one  of  our  quaint  old  writers,  Feltham,  in  his  Refolvcs, 
p.  130.  1633. 

"  The  whole  world  is  kept  in  order  by  Difcord  ;  and  every  part  of 
it  is  but  a  more  particular  compofed  jarre.  Not  a  man,  not  a  beaft, 
not  a  creature,  but  have  fomething  to  ballad  their  lightnefle.  One 
fcale  is  not  alwaies  in  depreflion,  nor  the  other  hfted  ever  high, 
but  the  alternate  wave  of  the  beamc  keepes  it  ever  m  the  play  of 
motion.  From  the  pifmire  on  the  tufted  hill,  to  the  monarch  in 
the  raifed  throne,  nothing  but  hath  lomcwhat  to  awe  it.  Wee 
are  all  here  like  birds  that  boyes  let  flye  in  ftrings  :  when  wc 
mount  too  high,  wee  have  that  which  puis  us  downe  againe. 
What  man  is  it  which  lives  fo  happily,  which  feares  not  fomething 
thnt  would  fadden  his  foule  if  it  fell  ?  Nor  is  there  any  whom 
calamity  doth  fo  much  triftitiate,  as  that  hee  never  fees  the  flafhes 
of  fome  warming  joy.  Beails  with  bcafts  are  terrified  and 
delighted.  Man  with  man  is  awed  and  defended.  States  witk 
dates  are  bounded  and  upholded.  And,  in  all  thefo,  it  makes 
greatly  for  the  Maker's  glory  that  fuch  an  admirable  harmony 
fliould  bee  produced  out  of  fuch  an  infinite  difcord.  The  world  is 
both  a  pcrpetuall  warre,  and  a  wedding.  Htraclif  us  call'd  a  Dif- 
cord and  Concord  the  univcrfall  Parents.  Ar.d  "  to  raile  on  Dif- 
cord," faics  the  Father  of  the  Poets,  "  is  to  fpcake  ill  of  Nature. 
As  in  muficke  fometimes  one  driiig  is  lovvder,  fomctimes  another; 
yet  never  one  long,  nor  never  all  at  once.  So  fo'r.ttimcs  one  date 
gets  a  monarchy,  fometimes  another  :  fometimes  one  elem^'ut  is 
violent,  now  another  :  yet  never  was  the  whole  world  under  one 
long  ;  nor  were  all  the  elements  raging  together.  Every  lln:.^ 
has  liis  life,  and  his  tune,  and  his  turne." 

Feltham,  we  might  imagine,  did  not  know  that  this  was  a  doc- 
trine fo  old  as  Heraclitus,  who  fjieaks  of  rrar,/-,TpTo-:  a,-i'oux 
xCo-jj-h!,  a  verfatlle  harmony  of  the  world,  whereby  thi;!gs  recipro- 
cate backwards  and  forwards.  Sec.  ;  quoted  by  Cudwortli,  cliap.  iv. 
b.  i.  from  Plutarch,  De  I  fide  5:  Ofiride,  of  two  principles,  a 
good  God  and  an  evil  Diemou  ;   the  Manichean  duCliine. 

7  War  Tor; . 
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Bayle  was  the  perfon  who,  by  ftating  the  difficuhies  con- 
cerning the  Origin  of  Evil,  in  his  Diftionar}'-,  1695,  ^'^^  much 
acutenefs  and  abihty,  revived  the  Manichean  controverfy  that  had 
been  long  dormant.  He  was  foon  anfwered  by  I^e  Clerc  in  his 
Parrhaiiana,  and  by  many  articles  in  his  Bibliotheques.  But  by 
no  writer  was  Bayle  fo  powerfully  attacked,  as  by  the  excellent 
Archbifhop  King,  in  his  Treatife  Dc  Origine  Mali,  1702.  About 
1705,  Lord  Shaftefbury  frequently  vitited 'Bayle  at  Rotterdam, 
whofe  wit  and  learning  he  admired,  ar.d  made  him  a  prefent  of  an 
elegant  watch  by  a  delicate  ftratagem  ;  and  offered  him  a  fine  col- 
leftion  of  books,  which  that  philofopher  declined  to  accept.  He 
had  many  converfations  and  difputes  with  Bayle  on  the  Manichaean 
controverfy;  and  in  1709  wrote  the  famous  Dialogue,  ir.titled, 
The  Moralifts,  as  a  dircft  confutation  of  the  opinions  of  Bayle  ; 
though  he  had  before  touched  on  this  fubjett,  1699,  when  the 
firft  edition  of  the  Enquiry  concerning  Virtue  and  Merit  was  pub- 
lifhed :  as  did  his  difciple  Hutchefon,  1725.  In  1710,  Leibnitz 
wrote  his  fam.ous  Theodicee  ;  without  entering  into  the  mctaphy- 
fical  refinements  of  that  piece,  it  may  be  more  amufing  to  our 
reader  jufl  to  mention  the  agreeable  fitlion  with  which  he  ends  his 
philofophical  difquifition.  He  feigns  (in  continuance  of  a  Dia- 
logue of  Laurentius  Valla),  that  Sextus  the  fon  of  Tarqiiin  goes 
to  Dodona  to  complain  to  J'.ipitcr  of  the  crime  winch  he  was 
deftined  to  commit,  the  rape  of  Lucretia.  Jupiter  anfwers  hun, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  abflain  from  going  to  Rome  : 
but  Sextr.s  dtclarts  politivcly,  that  he  could  not  renounce  the 
■hope  of  being  a  king,  and  accordingly  to  Rome  he  goes.  After 
his  departure,  the  high  prieft,  Theodorus,  aflis  Jupiter,  why  he 
did  not  give  another  will  to  Sextus  ?  Jupiter  fends  Tlieodoii;-. 
to  Athens  to  confult  Minerva  ;  flic  fliews  to  Theodorus  the  great 
palace  of  the  Deilinies,  in  which  were  placed  ail  the  pictures  and 
reprefentations  of  all  pofTiblc  worlds,  from  the  word  model  to  tlic 
beft.  Theodorus  beholds,  in  the  latter,  the  crime  which  Scxti; , 
was  doomed  to  commit  ;  from  which  crime  arofe  the  liberty  of 
Rome,  and  a  mighty  empire  ;  an  event  fo  intereiling  to  a  great 
part  of  the  human  race.     Theodorus  was  fiknced. 

In 
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In  1720  Dr.  John  Clarke  publifhed  his  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe 
and  Origin  of  Evil,  a  work  full  of  found  reafoning  ;  but  almoft 
every  argument  on  this  moft  difficult  of  all  fubjeAs  had  been 
urged  many  years  before  any  of  the  above-mentioned  treatifes 
appeared,  namely  1678,  by  that  truly  great  fcholar  and  divine 
Cudworth,  in  that  ineilimable  treafury  of  learning  and  philofophy 
his  Intelleftual  Syflem,  to  which  fo  many  authors  have  been 
indebted,  without  owning  their  obligations. 

I  thought  this  little  account  of  the  writei-s  who  had  preceded 
Pope,  on  the  fubjed  of  this  Effay,  not  improper  to  be  fubjoined 
in  this  place.  Warton. 


C  6i  ] 


ARGUMENT  OF  EPISTLE  II. 


Of  the   Nature  and  State  of  Man,   ivith   refpect  t9 
Ilimfelf,  as  an  JndividuaL 

I.  THE  buft7iefs  of  Man  not  to  pry  into  God,  hut  to  Jludy 
himfelf.  His  Middle  Nature ;  his  Powers  and  Frailties, 
Ver.  I  to  ly.  The  Limits  of  his  Capacity,  Ver.  19,  &c. 
II.  The  two  Principles  of  Many  Self-love  and  Reafon,  both 
necejpiry^  Ver.  53,  &c.  Self-love  the  Jlronger,  and  why^ 
Ver.  67,  &c.  Their  end  the  fame ^  Ver.  8 1,  &C.  III.  The 
Passions,  atid  their  ufe,  Ver.  93  to  130.  The  Predomi- 
nant Paffion,  and  its  force ^  Ver.  132  ^i?  160.  Its  Necef- 
fttyy  in  directing  Men  to  different  purpofeSy  Ver.  1 65,  &C. 
Its  providential  Ufe^  infixing  our  Principle^  and  afcertaining 
our  Virtue y  Ver.  177.  IV.  Virtue  and  "Vict  joined  in  our 
mixed  Nature ;  the  lifyjits  near.,  yet  the  things  feparate  and 
evident:  What  is  the  Office  of  Reafon,  Ver.  202  to  216. 
V.  How  odious  Vice  in  itfelf  and  hoiv  we  deceive  ourfelves 
in  it,  Ver,  217.  VI.  That,  however,  the  Ends  o/"  Provi- 
dence and  general  Good  are  anfwered  in  our  PaJJions  and 
Imperfetiions,  Ver.  238,  &c.  How  ufefully  thefe  are  dif- 
tributed  to  all  Orders  of  Men,  Ver.  241.  How  ujeful  they 
<j?v  ro  Society,  Ver.  251.  And  /^  Individuals,  Ver.  263 
In  every  ftate,  and  every  age  of  life f  Ver.  273,  &c. 


[63  ] 


EPISTLE     11. 

I.  T^NOW  then  thyfelf,  prefume  not  God  to  fcan. 

The  proper  ftudy  of  Mankind  is  Man. 
Plac'd  on  this  iflhmus  of  a  middle  flate, 
A  Being  darkly  wife,  and  rudely  great : 

With 

VARIATIONS. 
Vcr.  2.  Ed.  ift, 

The  only  fcicnce  of  Mankind  is  Man. 

COMMENTARY. 

\  i.R.  2.  The  proper  Jludy,  iS'^.]  The  Poet  ha%Mng  fhevvn,  in  the 
firfl  cpiiUe,  tliat  the  '■juays  of  GoJ  are  too  high  for  our  compre- 
heiifian,  riglitlv  draws  this  conckiiion  ;  and  methodically  makes  it 
the  fiibjeft  of  his  Introdiidlion  to  the  fu-onJ,  which  treats  of  the 
Nature  of  Alan. 

But  here  prefently  the  accufers  of  Providence  would  be  apt  to 
objecl:,  and  fay,  "  Admit  that  we  ran  into  an  cxccfs,  when  we  pre- 
tended to  cenfure  or  penetrate  tlie  defignsof  Providence,  a  matter, 
perhaps,  too  high  for  us  ;  yet  have  not  you  gone  as  far  into  the 
opp'.ifite  extreme,  while  you  only  fend  us  to  the  knowledge  of 
ouR'^ELVEs.  You  mud  mock  us  when  you  talk  of  this  as  a 
ihidy  ;  for  who  can  doubt  but  we  are  int'mately  acquainted  with 
our  own  Nat'.'.re  ?  The  proper  conclufion,  therefore,  from  your 
pnKjf  of  our  inability  to  comprehend  the  ways  of  God,  is,  that 
vvc  Ihould  turn  ourfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  the  frame  of  general 
Nature. "  Thus,  1  fay,  would  they  be  apt  to  objeft  ;  for,  of 
all  Men,  t'.icfe  who  call  the.mftlvts  Freiil/atkcrs  are  moft  given  up 
to  Pr'uL  ;  elnecially  to  tliat  kind  v.liich  confids  in  a  boafted 
krowledge  of  Man,  the  efPcCls  of  wiiich  pride  are  fo  well  expofed 

in 

N  O  T  K  S . 

Vi-R.  3.  on  this  lllhin!is~\  From  Cou'ley,  in  tlie  Ode  on  Life 
and  Fame.      As  alio  line  ic^.  in  the  4th  Epiillc, 

Vo  Kings,  or  to  the  Favourites  of  Kingj.  Wartos. 
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With  too  much  knowledge  for  the  Sceptic  fide,         5 

With  too  much  weaknefs  for  the  Stoic's  pride. 

He  hangs  between  ;  in  doubt  to  a£t,  or  reft  j 

In  doubt  to  deem  himfelf  a  God,  or  Beaft  ; 

In  doubt  his  Mind  or  Body  to  prefer  ; 

Born  but  to  die,  and  reas'ning  but  to  err ;  10 

Alike  in  ignorance,  his  reafon  fuch. 

Whether  he  thinks  too  little,  or  too  much  : 

Chaos 

COMMENTARY. 

Ill  ih.cjirjl  Epiftle.  The  Poet,  therefore,  to  convince  them  that 
this  ftudy  is  lefs  eafy  than  they  imagine,  repUes  (from  ver.  2  to 
19.)  to  the  Jir/I  part  of  the  objedlion,  by  defcribing  the  dark  and 
feeble  ftate  of  the  human  Underftanding,  with  regard  to  the 
knowledge  of  ourfelves.  And  further  to  ftrengthen  this  argu- 
ment, he  (hews,  in  anfvver  to  the  y^'^ow  J  part  of  the  objection  (from 
ver.  18  to  31.),  that  the  higheft  advances  in  nature)/  kno'wkd^e  may 
he  eafily  acquired,  and  yet  we,  all  the  while,  continue  very  igno^ 
rant  of  ourfelves.  For  that  neither  the  cleareft  fcience,  which 
refults  from  the  Newtonian  philofophy,  nor  the  moll  fublime, 
which  is  taught  by  the  Platonic,  will  at  all  aflill  us  in  this  felf- 
iludy ;  nay,  what  is  more,  that  Religion  itfelf,  when  grown 
fanatical  and  enthufiallic,  will  be  equally  ufelefs  :  though  pure 
and  fober  Rehgion  will  beft  iuilrucl  us  in  Man's  Nature ;  that 
knowledge  being  neceflary  to  Religion  ;  whofe  fubje£l  is  Man 
confidered  in  all  his  relations,  and,  confequently,  whofe  objeft  is 
Ggd.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  II.  yH'iLe  in  iguoranrc,  ^r.]  i.e.  The  proper  fphere  of 
his  Reafon  is  fo  narrow,  and  the  exercife  of  it  fo  nice,  that  the  too 
imrrK)derate  ufe  of  it  is  attended  with  the  lame  ignorance  that  pro- 
ceeds from  the  not  nfmg  it  at  all.  Yet,  though  in  both  thefe 
cafes  he  is  abtifei!  by  himfelf,  he  has  it  Hill  in  his  own  power  to 
difahufe  himfelf,  in  making  his  Pafiions  fubfei .  icnt  to  the  means,  and 
regulating  his  Reafon  by  the  endoiMc.  Warburton. 

Ver.  12.  IVl.Hiherhe  ihinhs  too  litth\~\  It  was  obferved  by  Bayle, 
above  an  hundred  years  ago,  '<  tiiat  pliiloi'ophy  might  be  com- 
pared 
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Chaos  of  Thought  and  Paflion,  all  confus'd  j 

Still  by  himfelf  abused,  or  difabus'd ; 

Created  half  to  rife,  and  half  to  fall ;  15 

Great  Lord  of  all  things,  yet  a  prey  to  all ; 

Sole  judge  of  truth,  in  endlefs  error  hurl'd  : 

The  glory,  jeft,  and  riddle  of  the  world  ! 

Go, 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  18.  in  the  MS. 

For  more  perfeftion  than  this  ftate  can  bear 

In  vain  we  figh,  Heav'n  made  us  as  we  are. 

As  wifely  fure  a  modeft  Ape  might  aim 

To  be  like  Man,  whofe  faculties  and  frame 

He  fees,  he  feels,  as  you  or  I  to  be 

An  Angel  thing  we  neither  know  nor  fee. 

Obferve  how  near  he  edges  on  our  race  ; 

What  human  tricks  !   how  rifible  of  face  ! 

Jt  mull  be  fo — why  elfe  have  I  the  fenfe 

Of  more  than  monkey  charms  and  excellence  ? 

Why  elfe  to  walk  on  two  fo  oft  effiiy'd  ? 

And  why  this  ardent  longing  for  a  Maid  ? 

So  Pug  might  plead,  and  call  his  Gods  unkind, 

Till  fet  on  end,  and  married  to  his  mind. 

Go,  reasoning  thing  !  affume  the  Do6lor's  chair, 

As  Plato  deep,  as  Seneca  fevere  : 

Fix  moral  iitncfs,  and  to  God  give  nile. 

Then  drop  into  thyfelf,  &c. 

NOTES. 

pared  to  certain  powders,  fo  very  corrofive,  that,  having  confumed 
the  proud  and  fpongy  flefli  of  a  wound,  they  would  corrode  even 
•  he  quick  and  found  flclh,  rot  the  bones,  and  penetrate  totlicvcry 
marrow.  Philofopuy  is  proper  at  firft  to  confute  errors,  but  if 
flic  be  not  Hopped  there,  (lie  attacks  truth  itftlf ;  and,  when  (lie 
has  her  full  fcopi:j  flie  generally  goes  fo  far  that  flie  lofes  her- 
fclf,  and  knows  not  where  to  ftop."  What  would  Baylc  have 
faid  if  he  had  feen  the  ufes  to  wlilch  Philofophy  has  been  applied 
ill  the  prefent  limes  ?  Wartos. 

VOL.  111.  F 
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Go,   wond'rous  creature !    mount  where   Science 
guides, 
Go,  meafure  earth,  weigh  air,  and  ftate  the  tides  j    20 
Inftruft  the  planets  in  what  orbs  to  run. 
Correct  old  Time,  and  regulate  the  Sun  ; 
Go,  foar  with  Plato,  to  th'  empyreal  fphere. 
To  the  firft  good,  firfl  perfed,  and  firft  fair  j 
Or  tread  the  mazy  round  his  followers  trod,  25 

And  quitting  fenfe  call  imitating  God  j 

As 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  21.   Ed.  4th  and  5th. 

Show  by  what  rules  the  wand'ring  planets  ftray, 
Correal  old  Time,  and  teach  the  Sun  his  way. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  20.  Go,  meafure  earth,  i^c.~\  Alluding  to  the  noble  and 
ufeful  labours  of  the  modern  Mathematicians,  in  meafuring  a 
degi  ee  at  the  equator  and  the  polar  circle,  in  order  to  determine 
the  true  figure  of  the  earth  ;  of  great  importance  to  aftronomy 
and  navigation  ;  and  which  pros^ed  of  equal  honour  to  the  wonder- 
ful fagacily  of  Newton.  Warburton. 

Ver.  22.  Corred,  old  Time,  iyc.']  This  alludes  to  Newton's 
Grecian  Chronology,  which  he  reformed  on  thofe  two  fublimc 
conceptions,  the  diil'crence  between  the  reigns  of  kings,  and  the 
generations  of  men ;  and  the  pofition  of  the  colures  of  the  equi- 
noxes and  iolllices  at  the  time  of  the  Argonautic  expedition. 

Warburton. 

VtR.  26.  yjiiJ  quiL'ifigJenff,  iirV.]  This  alludes  to  that  philo- 
fophical  fyllem,  founded  on  the  doftrincs  of  Plato,  which  AmmiO- 
ulus  Saccas  taught,  tovvurds  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond  century, 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  fc6l  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  IViUf  Platonics.  His  objeA  was  to  unite  Platonifni 
with  Chriftianity.  He  taught  his  followers  to  abilnicl  themfclves 
tiom  all  worldly  feelings,  and,  by  a  continual  contemplation  of  the 
Diviiic  Nature,  to  work  thcmfelves  up  to  an  imitation  of  the 
Supreme  Bting,  to  mortify  the  body,  and  to  enjoy  in  fpirit  an  holy 
and  fublime  communion  with  Heaven.  See  Mofheim,  vol.  i.  p.  85. 
Maclaine's  Tranf. — ]iruckei'ii  liiftoiia  Philc.  vol.  ii,  iii. 
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As  Eaftern  priefls  in  giddy  circles  rijn. 
And  turn  their  heads  to  imitate  the  Sun. 
Go,  teach  Eternal  Wifdom  how  to  rule- 
Then  drop  into  thyfelf,  and  be  a  fool  1  30 

Superior  Beings,  when  of  late  they  faw 
A  mortal  Man  unfold  all  Nature's  law, 

Admir'd 

COM  M  ENT  AR  Y. 

Ver.  31.  Superior  Beings,  £ffr.]  To  give  tliis  fecond  argument 
its  full  force,  he  illuftrates  it  (from  ver.  30  to  43.)  by  the  nobleft: 
example  that  ever  was  in  fcience,  the  incomparable  Newton  ; 
who,  although  he  penetrated  fo  far  beyond  others  into  the  works 
of  God,  yet  could  go  no  farther  in  the  knowledge  of  his  own 
nature  than  the  generahty  of  his  fellows.  Of  which  the  Poet 
alTigns  this  very  juft  and  adequate  reafon  :  In  all  other  fciences  the 
Underftaiiding  is  unchecked  and  uncontrouled  by  any  oppofite 
principle  ;  but  in  the  fcience  of  Man,  the  Paflions  overturn,  as 
fall  as  Reafon  can  build  up.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

.  Ver.  29,  30.  Go,  teach  Eternal  Wifdom,  l^c.~\  Thefe  two  lines 
are  a  conclufion  from  all  that  had  been  faid  from  ver.  18,  to  this 
effeft :  Go  now,  vain  Man,  elated  with  thy  acquirements  in  real 
fcience,  and  imaginary  intimacy  with  God  ;  go,  and  run  into  all 
the  extravagancies  I  have  exploded  in  the  firll  epiftle,  where  thou 
pretendedft  to  teach  Providence  how  to  govern  ;  then  drep  into  the 
obfcuritics  of  thy  own  nature,  and  thereby  manifcft  thy  ignorance 
and  folly.  Warburton. 

Ver.  31.  Superior  Beings,  l^c.~\  In  tliefe  lines  the  Poet  fpcaks 
to  this  cffeft  :  "  But  to  make  you  fully  fenfible  of  the  difilculty  of 
this  Ihidy,  I  fliall  inilance  in  the  great  Newton  himfelf ;  whom, 
when  fuperior  beings,  not  long  fince,  faw  capable  of  unfolding 
the  whole  law  of  Nature,  they  were  in  doubt  whether  the  owner 
of  fuch  prodigious  fagacity  fhould  not  be  reckoned  of  their  order  : 
jull  as  men,  when  they  fee  the  furprifing  marks  of  Reafon  in  an 
Ape,  are  almoil  tempted  to  rank  him  with  their  own  kind."  And 
yet  this  wondrous  man  could  go  no  further  in  the  knowledge  of  him- 
loU  than  the  generahty  of  his  fpecies.     M.  Du  Refnel,  who  under- 

F  2  Hood 
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Admlr'd  fuch  wifdom  in  an  earthly  ihape. 
And  fhew'd  a  Newton- as  we  fhew  an  Ape. 

Could  he,  whofe  rules  the  rapid  Comet  bind,  35 
Defcribe  or  fix  one  movement  of  his  Mind  ? 

Who 

VARIATIONS. 
Ver.  35.  Ed.  ift. 

Could  he,  who  taught  each  Planet  where  to  roll, 
Defcribe  or  fix  one  movement  of  the  Soul  ? 
Who  mark'd  their  points  to  rife,  or  to  defcend, 
Explain  his  own  beginning,  or  his  end  ? 

NOTES. 

ftood  nothing  of  all  this,   tranflates   thefe  four  celebrated  lines 
thus  ^ 

"  Des  cek-(les  Efprits  la  vive  intelligence 
Regarde  avec p'ltie  notre  fo'ihle  Science  ; 
Newton,  le  grand  Newton,  que  nos  admirons  tons 
Eft  peut-ctre  pour  eux,  ce  qu'un  Singe  eji poitr  nous." 
but  it  is  not  the />//>',  but  the  admiration  of  thofe  celeftial  Spirits 
which  is  here  fpoken  of.     And  it   was  for  no  flight  caufe  they 
admired  ;  it  was,  to  fee  a  mortal  man  unfold  the  whole  law  of  Nature, 
By  which  we  fee  it  was  not  Mr.  Pope's  intention  to  bring  any  of 
the  Ape's  qualities,  but  its  fagacity,  into  the  comparifon. 

Warburtow. 
Ver.  34.  as  ive  fheio  an  Ape^  Evidently  borrowed  from  the 
following  pafTage  in  the  Zodiac  of  Palingenius,  and  not,  as  hath 
been  fuggefted  by  Dr.  Hurd,  from  Plato.  Pope  was  a  reader 
and  publifhcr  of  the  modern  Poets  of  Italy  who  wrote  in  Latin. 
The  words  are, 

"  Simia  Coelicolum  rifufq;  jocufq;  Deorum  eft 

Tunc  Homo,  cum  temere  ingenio  confidit,  et  audet 
Abdita  Naturae  fcrutari,  arcanaq;  Divum."  Warton. 

Ver.  34.  And  f}3eiv\l a  Newton,  ISjc.'\  This  image  gives  an 
air  of  burlefque  to  the  paffage,  notwithftanding  all  that  can  be 
faid.  It  is  degrading  to  the  fubje6l,  to  the  idea  of  the  *'  Superior 
Beings,"  and  to  the  charader  on  whom  it  is  meant  as  a  pane- 
gyric. 


Ep.  II.  ESSAY  ON  MAN,  .^9 

Who  faw  Its  fires  here  rife,  and  there  defcend. 
Explain  his  own  beginning,  or  his  end  ? 
Alas,  what  wonder !  Man's  fuperior  part 
Uncheck'd  may  rife,  and  climb  from  art  to  art ;      46 
But  when  his  own  great  work  is  but  begun, 
What  Reafon  weaves,  by  Paffion  is  undone. 

Trace  Science  then,  with  Modefty  thy  guide  ; 
Firft  ftrip  off  all  her  equipage  of  Pride  ; 

Dedud 

COMMENTARY. 

Vf.r.  43.  Trace  Science  then^  ^c]  The  conclufion,  therefore, 
from  the  M'hole  is  (from  ver.  42  to  53.),  that  as,  on  the  one 
liand,  we  fhould  p«rfift  in  the  ftudy  of  Nature  ;  fo,  on  the  other, 
in  order  to  arrive  at  Science,  we  fliould  proceed  in  the  fimplicity 
of  trutli ;  and  then  the  produce,  though  fmall,  will  yet  be  real. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Vi.R.  37.  Who  faiv  itsjirei  here  rife,  tfr.]  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
ill  calculating  the  velocity  of  a  Comet's  motion,  and  the  courfc  it 
dcfcrlbcs,  when  it  becomes  vifible  in  its  defcent  to,  and  afcent 
from,  the  Sun,  conjcAured,  with  the  higheil  appearance  of  truth, 
that  Comets  revolve  perpetually  round  the  Sun,  in  ellipfes  vaftly 
tccentrical,  and  very  nearly  approaching  to  parabolas.  In  which 
lie  was  greatly  confirmed,  in  obferving  between  two  Comets  a 
coincidence  in  their  perihelions,  and  a  perfeft  agreement  in  their 
velocities.  Warburton. 

Ver.  44.  F'lrjl Jlr'ip  off~\  The  abufes  of  learning  are  enumerated 
with  brevity  and  elegance  in  thefe  few  lines.  It  was  a  favourite 
lubjcft  with  our  author  ;  and  it  is  faid  he  intended  to  have  written 
four  epiilles  on  it,  wherein  he  would  have  treated  of  the  extent 
and  limits  of  human  reafun ;  of  arts  and  fciences  uftful  and  attain- 
able ;  of  the  different  capacities  of  different  men  ;  of  the  knowr 
ledge  of  the  world  ;  and  of  wit.  Such  cenfures,  even  of  the  mod 
unimportant  pail3  of  literature,  fhould  not,  however,  be  carried 
too  far  ;  and  a  fcnfible  writer  obferves,  that  there  is  not  indeed 
jiiy  part  of  knowledge  which  can  be  called  entirely  ufclcfs.    "  The 

F  3  inofl 
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Deduct  what  is  but  Vanity,  or  Drefs,  45 

Or  Learning's  Luxury,  or  Idlenefs ; 
Or  tricks  to  fhew  the  ftretch  of  human  brain. 
Mere  curious  pleafure,  or  ingenious  pain  ; 
Expunge  the  whole,  or  lop  th*  excrefcent  parts 
Of  all  our  Vices  have  created  Arts ;  50 

Then  fee  how  little  the  remaining  fum, 
Which  ferv'd  the  paft,  and  muft  the  times  to  come ! 

II.  Two 

NOTES. 

irioft  abflrafted  parts  of  mathematics,  and  the  knowledge  of  my- 
thological hiftory,  cr  ancient  allegories,  have  their  own  pleafures, 
not  inferior  to  the  more  gay  entertainments  of  painting,  mufic,  or 
architefture  ;  and  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  mankind  that  fome 
are  found  who  have  a  tafte  for  thefe  ftudies.  The  only  fault  lies 
in  letting  any  of  thofe  inferior  taltes  engrofs  the  whole  man  to 
the  exclufion  of  the  nobler  purfuits  of  virtue  and  humanity*." 
We  may  here  apply  an  elegant  obfervation  of  TuUy,  who  fays, 
in  his  Brutus,  *'  Credo,  fed  Athenienfium  quoque  plus  interfuit 
firma  tefta  in  domicihis  habere,  quam  Minervae  fignum  ex  ebore 
pulcherrimum  :  tamen  ego  me  Phidiam  efle  mallem  quam  vel  opti- 
mum fabrum  lignarium  ;  quare  non  quantum  quifque  profit,  fed 
quanti  quifque  fit,  ponderandum  eft  :  praefertim  cum  pauci  pingei-e 
egregie  poffint  aut  fingere,  operarii  autem  aut  bajuli  deefle  nou 
pofllnt."  Warto\. 

VER.47.  Or  tricks  to  Jlie'W  the Jlretch  of  human  brain,']  Such  as 
the  mathematical  demonftrations  concerning  the  fmall  quantity  of 
viatter ;  \\\t  endlefs  divifihility  oi  it,  &c.  Warburton. 

Ver.  48.  Mere  curious  pleafure  y  or  ingenious  pain;']  i.e.  when 
Admiration  has  fet  t?ic  mind  on  the  rack.  Warburton. 

Ver.  49.   Expunge  the  luhole,  or  loptli''  excrefcent  parts 
Of  all  our  Vices  have  created  jirts  ;] 
i.  e.  Thofe  parts  of  natural  Philofophy,  Logic,  Rhetoric,  Poetry, 
&c.   which    adminirter   to   luxury,  deceit,    ambition,    tfTeminacy, 
&c.  Warburton. 


*  H:uioht- foil's  Nstaic  and  CondiKfl  of  the  Paflioii-,  p.  179. 


Ep.II.  essay  on  man.  71 

II.  Two  Principles  in  human  nature  reign ; 
Self-love^_to_urge^  and  Reafon,  to  reftrain ; 
Nor  this  a  good,  nor  thaT^  ba3~we  call,"  ^^ 

Each  works  its  end,  to  move  or  govern  all : 
And  to  their  proper  operation  flill, 
Afcribe  all  Good  ;  to  their  improper,  111. 

Self-love,  the  fpring  of  motion,  acts  the  foul  j 
Reafon's  comparing  balance  rules  the  whole.  60 

Man, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  ^^.  T1V0  Principles,  Ifjc.^  The  Poet  having  (hewn  the 
Jifficulty  which  attends  the  ftudy  of  Man,  proceeds  to  remove  it, 
by  laying  before  us  the  elements  or  true  principles  of  this  fcience, 
in  an  account  of  the  Origin^  Ufe,  and  End  of  the  Passions; 
which,  in  my  opinion,  contains  the  trueft,  cleareft,  fhorteft,  and 
confequently  the  beft  fyftem  of  Ethics  that  is  any  where  to  be  met 
with.  He  begins  (from  ver.  52  to  59.)  with  pointing  out  the 
two  grand  Principles  in  human  nature,  Self-love  and  Reason. 
pcfcribes  their  general  nature :  The  firll  fets  Man  upon  afting, 
the  other  regulates  his  aftion.  However,  thcfe  principles  are 
natural,  not  moral ;  and  therefore,  in  themfclvts,  neither  good  nor 
evil,  but  fo  only  as  they  are  diredled.  This  obfcrvation  is  made 
with  great  judgment,  in  oppofition  to  the  defpcrate  folly  of  thofe 
Fanatics,  who,  as  the  Afcetic,  vainly  pretend  to  eradicate  Self- 
love  ;  or,  as  the  Myftic,  are  more  fucccfsful  in  ftifling  Reafon  ; 
i'.iul  both,  on  the  abfurd  fancy  of  their  being  moral,  not  natural, 
principles.  Warburton. 

Ver.  59.  Self-love,  the  fpring  of  motion,  aBs  the  foul  ;'\  The  Poet 
proceeds  (from  ver.  58  to  67.),  more  minutely  to  mark  out  the 
diilincl  offices  of  theic  two  Principles,  which  offices  he  had  before 
affigncd  only  in  general  ;  and  here  he  ffiews  their  neceffity  ;  for 
without  Self-love,  as  the  fpring,  Man  would  be  unadive  ;  and, 
without  Reafon  as  the  balance,  adive  to  no  puvpofe. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  ^9.  ails  the  foul  f\  ads,  {or  a  fluates. 

F4 
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Man,  but  for  that,  no  aclion  could  attend, 

And,  but  for  this,  were  aftive  to  no  end : 

Fix'd  like  a  plant  on  his  peculiar  fpot. 

To  draw  nutrition,  propagate,  and  rot ; 

Or,  meteor-like,  flame  lawlefs  through  the  void,      65 

Deflroying  others,  by  himfelf  deftroy'd. 

Mofl  ftrength  the  moving  principle  requires  : 
A6live  its  tafl^,  it  prompts,  impels,  infpires. 
Sedate  and  quiet,  the  comparing  lies, 
Form'd  but  to  check,  delib'rate,  and  advife.  70 

Self-love  ftill  flronger,  as  its  obje6ls  nigh  j 
Reafon's  at  diftance,  and  in  profped  lie  : 
That  fees  immediate  good  by  prefent  fenfe  ; 
Reafon,  the  future  and  the  confequence, 

'ihicker 

CO  M  M  E  N  T  AR  Y. 

Ver.  67.  Mojl  Jlreiigth  the  moving  principle  requires  :'\  Having 
thus  explained  the  ends  and  offices  of  each  Principle,  he  goes  on 
(frora  ver.  66  to  79.)  to  fpeak  of  their  qualities;  and  fl;icws  how 
they  are  fitted  to  difcharge  thofe  lundions,  andanfwer  their  refpec- 
tive  intentions.  The  bufinefs  of  Self-love  being  to  excite  to 
attion,  it  is  quick  and  impetuous ;  and  moving  inftintlively,  has, 
like  attraction,  its  force  prodigioufly  increafed  as  the  objeft 
approaches,  and  proportionably  lefiened  as  it  recedes.  On  the 
contrary,  Reafon,  hke  the  Author  of  attraction,  is  always  calm 
and  fedate,  and  equally  preferves  itfclf,  whether  the  object  be  near 
or  far  off.  Hence  the  moving  principle  is  made  more  llrong, 
though  the  reflraining  be  more  quick-fighted.  The  con'^equence 
he  draws  from  this  is,  that  if  we  would  not  be  carried  a\.dy  to  our 
deftrudtion,  we  mull  always  keep  Reafon  upon  guard. 

Wa  r  b  u  r  t  o  k  . 

NOTES. 

Ver.  74.  Reafon,  the  future,  i^c.']  From  Bacon  :  "  The  JlJfeHions 
carry  ever  an  appetite  to  good,  as  Reafon  doth.  The  difference 
is,  that  the  Affection  r)eholdcth  merely  the  prefent,  Reafon  beholdeth 
\\\<t  future  audy;/?;z  of  time." 
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Thicker  than  arguments,  temptations  throng,  j$ 

At  beft  more  watchful  this,  but  that  more  flrong. 

The  adlion  of  the  ftronger  to  fufpend 

Reafon  ftill  ufe,  to  Reafon  ftill  attend. 

Attention,  habit,  and  experience  gains  ; 

Each  flrengthens  Reafon,  and  Self-love  reftrains.     80 

Let  fubtle  fchooltiien  teach  thefe  friends  to  fight. 
More  fludious  to  divide  than  to  imire ; 

And 

COMMENTARY. 

Vf.r.  79.  Attention,  ^r.]  Bvt  It  would  be  objefted,  that,  if 
this  account  be  true,  huiir.a  life  would  be  moll  mifcrable  ;  and, 
even  in  the  wifeR,  a  pcrpetu  ."'  conflict  between  Reafon  and  the 
Pafliors.  To  this,  therefore,  the  Poet  replies  (from  ver.  78  to 
81.),  fnlt,  that  Providence  has  fo  gracioufiy  contrived,  that  even 
in  the  voluntary  exercifc  of  Reafon,  as  in  the  mtclianic  motion  of 
a  limb,  Habit  rnakes  v.hat  was  at  firfl:  done  with  pain,  eafy  and 
natural.  And  fccondly,  that  the  experience  gained  by  the  long 
txercife  of  Reafon,  goes  a  great  way  towards  eluding  the  force  of 
Self-love.  Now  the  attending  to  Reafon,  as  here  recopimended, 
will  gain  us  this  habit  and  experience.  Hence  it  appears,  that  our 
ftation,  in  which  Reafon  is  to  be  kept  conftantly  upon  guard,  is 
not  fo  u'.ieafy  a  one  as  may  be  at  firft.  imagined.        Warburton. 

Vkr.Si.  Ld  fuhtle  fchoohnen,  ":SjC.'\  From  this  defcription  of 
Self-love  and  Reafon,  it  follows,  as  the  Poet  obferves  (from 
ver.  So  to  93.),  that  both  confpire  to  one  end,  namely,  human 
happinefs,  though  they  be  not  equally  expert  in  the  choice  of  the 
means  ;  the  difference  being  this,  that  the  firft  hailily  feizes  every 
thing  which  hatli  the  appearance  of  good;  the  other  weighs  and 
examines  whether  it  be  indeed  what  it  appears. 

This  fhews,  as  he  next  obferves,  the  tolly  of  the  fchoolmen, 
who  coiilider  them  as  two  oppofitc  principles,  the  one  good  and 
the  other  evil.  The  obfcrvation  is  fcafonable  and  judicious  ;  for 
tliis  dangerous  fchool-opinion  gives  great  fuppnrt  to  the  Mani- 
chean  or  Zoroallrian  error,  the  confutation  of  which  was  one  of 
the  Author's  eiiicf  ends  in  writmc^.  For  \\  ihii.'  be  two  pr'ninpla 
in  Man,  a  ^'/W  ai.d  rvll,  it   is  natiiial  tu  thialx  tiim  the  joiiit  pro- 

dua 
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And  Grace  and  Virtue,  Senfe  and  Reafon  fplit, 

With  all  the  rafh  dexterity  of  wit. 

Wits,  juft:  like  Fools,  at  war  about  a  liame,  85 

Have  full  as  oft  no  meaning,  or  the  fame. 

Self-love  and  Reafon  to  one  end  afpire- 

Pain  their  averfion,  Pleafure  their  defire ; 

But  greedy  That,  its  obje£l  would  devour. 

This  tafte  the  honey,  and  not  wound  the  fiow*r :     90 

Pleafure,  or  wrong  or  rightly  underftood. 

Our  greateft  evil,  or  our  greateft  good. 

III.  Modes  of  Self-love  the  Paflions  we  may  call : 
'Tis  real  good,  or  feeming,  moves  them  all : 

But 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  86.  in  the  MS. 

Of  good  and  evil  Gods  what  frighted  Fools, 
Of  good  and  evil  Reafon  puzzled  fchools, 
Deceiv'd,  deceiving,  taught 

COMMENTARY. 

duft  of  the  two  Manichean  Deities  (the  firll  of  vvhjch  contributed 
to  his  Reafon,  the  other  to  his  Pajftons).,  rather  than  the  creature 
of  one  Individual  Caufe.  This  was  Plutarch's  opinion,  and,  as 
we  may  fee  in  him,  of  fome  of  the  more  ancient  theiftical  Philofo- 
phers.  It  was  of  importance,  therefore,  to  reprobate  and  fubvert 
a  notion  that  ferved  to  the  fupport  of  fo  dangerous  an  error  :  And 
this  the  Poet  hath  done  with  much  force  and  clearnefs. 

Warburton. 
Ver.  93.  Modes  of  Self-love,  ^c.']  Having  given  this  account 
of  the  nature  of  Self-love  in  general,  he  comes  now  to  anatomize 
it,  in  a  difcourfe  on  the  Passions,  which  he  aptly  names  the 
Modes  of  Self-love.  The  objeA  of  all  thefe,  he  fnews  (from 
ver.  92  to  101.)  is  good;  and,  when  under  the  guidance  of 
Reafon,  real  good,  either  of  ourfelves,  or  of  another ;  for  fome 
goods  not  being  capable  of  divifion,  or  communication,  and 
Reafon  at  the  fame  time  direfting  us  to  provide  for  ourfelves,  we 

tlicreforej 
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But  fince  not  ev'iy  good  we  can  divide,  95 

And  Reafoh  bids  us  for  our  own  provide  ; 

Paflions,  though  felfifh,  if  their  means  be  fair. 

Lift  under  Reafon,  and  deferve  her  care ; 

Thofe,  that  imparted,  court  a  nobler  aim, 

Exah  their  kind,  and  take  fome  Virtue's  name,     j  00 

In  lazy  Apathy  let  Stoics  boaft 
Their  Virtue  fix*d ;  'tis  fixM  as  in  a  froft  ; 

Contracted 

COMMENTARY. 

therefore,  in  purfuit  of  thefe  objefts,  fometimes  aim  at  our  own 
good,  fjn\'.times  at  the  good  of  others  :  when  fairly  aiming  at  our 
own,  th;  qualify  is  c?\\cA.  PntJence  ;  when  at  another's,  Vn-tue. 

Hence  (;u  lie  faews  from  ver.  loo  to  105.)  appears  the  folly  of 
the  Stoics,  who  would  eradicate  the  Pafiions,  things  fo  nccefTary 
both  to  the  good  of  the  Individual  and  of  the  Kind.  Which 
prtpolLcrous  method  of  promoting  Virtue  he  therefore  very  reafon- 
ably  reproves.  AVar burton. 

NOTES. 

Vv.K.i)^.  AT'jJcs  of  Sf/f'/ove'']   ^Todifications  of  ideas.        Lockf. 

V':r.  ici.  In  la-zy  Ap.ithy'\  Swift  obferves,  that  "  the  Stoical 
fcl'.etn!'  of  fuppl3iiig  our  wants  by  lopping  off  our  pafiions,  is  like 
culling  off  our  legs  for  want  of  fhoes."  How  eafy  is  it  to  ex- 
pofe  adertions  which  were  never  afferted  ;  to  refute  tenets  which 
were  never  held  ;  to  become  St.  George  when  we  make  our  own 
dragons  ?  What  fays  old  Epiftetus,  who  knev\-  Stoiclfm  better 
than  ti-efe  m.en  ?  w  yxp  ^ti'  /x;  ?iva.t  ATIAQH  &'{  Av&;iav7as,  Sec.  "  I 
am  NOT  to  be  Apathetic,  or  void  of  pafiions,  like  a  statue. 
1  am  to  difcharge  all  the  relations  of  a  facial  and  friendly  life,  the 
parent,  the  hufband,  the  brother,  the  magiilrate."  From  a  manu- 
leript  of  the  late  James  Harris,  Efq.  author  of  Herme?,  &c. 
Perluaps  a  ilroiiger  example  cannot  be  found,  of  taking  notions 
upon  trud  without  any  examination,  than  the  univerfal  cenfure 
that  has  been  pafTed  upon  the  Stole?,  as  if  they  corUlantly  and 
flrenuouny  inculcated  a  total  ini'eniibility  with  refpeCt  topafiion,  to 
which  thcfe  lines  of  Pope  allude  ;  when  it  is  certain  tlie  Stoics 
incaut  only,  a  freedom  from  llrong  perturbation,  from  irrational 
and  excefiive  agitations  of  the  foul  ;  and  no  mojc.  \\  artpn. 
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Contracted  all,  retiring  to  the  breaft ; 

But  ftrength  of  mind  is  Exercife,  not  Reft : 

The  rifing  tempeft  puts  in  aft  the  foul,  105 

Parts  it  may  ravage,  but  prefervcs  the  whole. 

On 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  105.  The  rijing  tempejl  puts  in  aB  the  fouW]  But  as  it  war. 
from  obfervation  of  the  evils  occafioned  by  the  Paflions,  that  the 
Stoics  thus  extravagantly  projefted  their  extirpation,  the  Pott 
recurs  (from  ver.  i04to  iii.)  to  his  grand  principle,  fo  often 
before,  and  to  fo  good  purpofe,  infifted  on,  that  partial  III  is  umverJ'aJ 
Good ;  and  ftiews,  that  though  the  tempefl  of  the  Paflions,  like 
that  of  the  air,  may  tear  and  ravage  fome  few  parts  of  Natme  m 
its  paffage,  yet  the  falutary  agitation  produced  by  it  preferves  the 
Whole,  in  hfe  and  vigour.  This  is  \iis Jirjl  argument  againft  tlic- 
Stoics,  which  he  illuftrates  by  a  very  beautiful  fimilitude,  on  a  hiut 
taken  from  Scripture  : 

"  Nor  God  alone  in  the  ftill  calm  we  find, 

He  mounts  the  ilorm,  and  walks  upon  the  wind."' 

Warbvrto>^ 

NOTES. 

Ver.  ioi.  In  lazy  Apathy~\  Adam  Smith's  account  of  the 
Philofophy  of  the  Stoicks,  in  his  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments,  is 
the  moft  juft.  That  fubhme  fyftem  is  put  in  a  new  light,  and  the 
magnanimity  which  they  profcfTed  them/elves,  contrafted  with  the 
benevolence  they  were  equally  required  to  fliew  to  others.  See 
Chapter  on  the  Stoic  Philofophy. 

Ver.  105.  The  rifing  tempejl^  ^^<^'~\  From  faftions,  and  ferments, 
and  political  agitations,  and  commotions,  and  wars,  arife  the  moll 
ftriking  and  vigorous  exertions  of  the  human  mind.  Witnefs  what 
happened  in  Greece,  and  Rome,  and  modern  Italy  ;  in  France 
after  the  league  ;  and  in  England  after,  and  in,  our  civil  war. 
Great  occafions  call  forth  great  and  latent  abilities  ;  and  tveiy 
man  becomes  capable  of  every  exertion.  A  Socrates  and  a 
Sophocles  were  found,  alone,  in  the  time  of  Themiftocles  and 
Thrafybulus.  The  dead  calm  of  defpotifm,  in  fuch  a  government. 
as  China,  for  inflance,  crullies  and  overwhelms  all  effort  and  all 
emulation.  Warton. 


Ep.ir.  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  77 

On  life's  vafl:  ocean  diverfely  we  fail, 
Reafon  the  card,  but  Paflion  is  the  gale ; 
Nor  God  alone  in  the  ftill  calm  we  find. 
He  mounts  the  florm,  and  walks  upon  the  wind,    no 

Paflions, 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  io8.  in  the  MS. 

A  tedious  Voyage  !  where  how  ufelefs  lies 
Tlie  compafs,  if  no  pow'rful  guft.  arife  ? 

NOTES. 

Ver.  108.  Reafon  the  carJ,']  This  pafTage  is  exa6lly  copied 
from  Fontenelle,  torn.  i.  p.  109. 

"  Ce  font  les  paflions  qui  font  et  qui  defont  tout.  Si  la  raifon 
dominoit  fur  la  terre,  il  ne  s'y  pafleroit  rien.  On  dit  que  les  pi- 
lules craignent  au  dernier  point  ces  mers  pacifiques,  ou  I'ont  ne 
pcut  naviger,  et  qu'ils  veulent  du  vent,  au  hazard  d'avoir  des  tem- 
pctes.  Les  paflions  font  chez  des  hommes  des  vents  qui  font  ne- 
ceffaires,  pour  mettre  tout  en  mouvement,  quoiqu'ils  caufent  fou- 
vent  les  orages."  He  had  alfo  copied  Fontenelle  before,  in 
Epiftle  i.  V.  290. 

'•  All  chance  direftion  which  thou  canfl  not  fee," 
"  Tout  c'll  hazard  dans  le  monde,  pourvu  que  I'on  donne  ce  nom 
A  un  ordre  que  I'on  ne  connoit  point."     Tom.  i.  p.  81. 

Warton. 

The  idea  is  alfo  in  Bacon  : — "  The  nund  would  be  temperate, 
and  llay'd,  if  the  affcitions,  as  luinds,  did  not  put  it  into  tumult." 

Ver.  109.   Nor  God  alom'in  the  ftill  calm  'wejind. 

He  mountx  the  ftorm,  and  ivalks  upon  the  ii'ind.  J 
The  tranflator  turns  it  thus  : 

"  Dicu  lui-memc,  Dicu  ioTt  d^ /on  prof  on  d  r  epos." 
And  fo,  makes  an  Epicurean  God,  of  the  Governor  of  the  Uiiivcrfe. 
M.  dc  Croulaz  docb  not  fpare  this  expreflion  of  God's  coming  out 
of  his  profound  repofe.  "  It  is,"  fays  he,  "  exccffively  poetical, 
and  prefcnts  us  with  ideas  which  \vc  ought  not  to  dwell  upon," 
&c.  and  tlicn,  as  nfual,  blames  the  Author  for  tiie  blunder  of  his 
Tranflator.      Comm.   p.  158.  Warburton. 

Ver.  109.  Nor  God  alone,  Is'c,^  Thefe  words  are  only  a  fimple 
affirmation   in  the  poetic  drcfj  of  a  fimilitudc,  to  this  pnrpofe  : 

Good 
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Paflions,  like  elements,  tho'  bom  to  fight, 
Yet,  niix'd  and  foften*d,  in  his  v/ork  unite: 

Thefffj 

COM  MENTARY. 
Ve*.  III.  Pajfions.,  Me  elements ,  Ss'cJ  His  fecond  argument 
againft  the  Stoics  (from  ver.  i  lo  to  133.)  is,  that  Paflions  go  to 
the  compofition  of  a  moral  charafter,  juft  as  clementar)'  particles  go 
to  the  compofition  of  an  organized  body  :  Therefore,  for  Man  to 
projeft  the  deftruftion  of  what  compofes  his  very  being,  is  the 
height  of  extravagance.  'Tis  true,  he  tells  us,  that  thefe  Paflions, 
which  in  their  natural  ftate,  like  elements,  are  in  perpetual  jar, 
muft  be  tempered,  foftened,  and  united,  in  order  to  perfect  the 
work  of  the  great  plaftic  Artift  ;  who,  in  this  office,  employs 
human  Reafon  ;  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  follow  the  road  of  Nature, 
and  to  obferve  the  diftates  of  the  Deity  ; — Folloiv  her  and  God. 
The  ufe  and  importance  of  this  precept  is  evident :  For  in  doing 
the  firft,  {he  will  difcover  the  abfurdity  of  attempting  to  eradicate 
the  Paflions  ;  in  doing  the  fecond,  fhe  will  learn  how  to  make  them 
fubfervient  to  the  interells  of  Virtue.  War. burton. 

NOTES. 

Good  is  not  only  produced  by  the  fubdual  of  the  Paflions,  but  by 
the  turbulent  exercife  of  them.  A  truth  conveyed  under  the  molt 
fubhme  imagery  that  poetry  could  conceive  or  paint.  For  the 
Author  is  here  only  fhewing  the  providential  iflue  of  the  Paflions  ; 
and  how,  by  God's  gracious  difpofition,  they  are  turned  away 
from  their  natural  deflru£live  bias,  to  promote  the  Happinefs  of 
Mankind.  As  to  the  method  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  by 
Man,  in  whom  they  are  found,  all  that  he  contends  for,  in  favour 
of  them,  is  only  this,  that  they  fhould  not  be  quite  rooted  up  and 
deftroyed,  as  the  Stoics,  and  their  followers,  iii  all  Religions, 
foolifhly  attempted.  For  the  reft,  he  conilantiy  repeats  this  advice, 
*'  The  adlion  of  the  lironger  to  fufpcr.d, 

Reafon  ftill  ufe,  to  Reafon  ftill  attend."    Warburton. 
Ver.  no.    'vjalks   upon   the   ivind.'\     In    Dryden's    Ceyex    and 
Alcione  is, 

"  And  now  fubhme  flie  rides  upon  the  wind  *."      Warton. 


•  From  the  Pfalms  :  "  V^'hu  l.iyeth  :he  beams  ot   hii  cii>ia\ber.v  .n  the  wjteis, 
and  xxalkclh  upon  the  U}in£s  of  the  limd." 
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Thefe,  'lis  enough  to  temper  and  employ ; 
But  what  corapofes  Man,  can  Man  deftroy  ? 
Suffice  that  Reafon  keep  to  Nature's  road,  115 

Subje£l,  compeund  them,  follow  her  and  God. 
Love,  Flope,  and  Joy,  fair  Pleafure's  fmiling  train. 
Hate,  Fear,  and  Grief,  the  family  of  Pain, 
Thefe  mix'd  with  art,  and  to  due  bounds  confinM, 
Make  and  maintain  the  balance  of  the  Mind  :        120 
The  lights  and  (hades,  whofe  well-accorded  ftrife 
Gives  all  the  ftrength  and  colour  of  our  life. 
Pleafures  are  ever  in  our  hands  or  eyes ; 
And  when,  in  aft,  they  ceafe,  in  profped,  rife  : 
Prefent  to  grafp,  and  future  ftill  to  find,  125 

The  whole  employ  of  body  and  of  mind. 

All 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  112.  in  the  MS. 

The  foft  reward  the  virtuous,  or  invite  ; 
The  fierce,  the  vicious  punifh  or  affright. 

COMMENTARY. 

Vkr.  123.  Pleafures  are  ever  in  our  hands  or  eyes  ;'\  His  third 
Argument  againd  the  Stoics  (from  ver.  122  to  127.)  is,  that  the 
Paffions  arc  a  continual  fpur  to  the  purfuit  of  Happinefs  ;  which, 
without  thefe  powerful  inciters,  we  fliould  ncglctl,  and  fink  into  a 
fenulcfs  indolence.  Now  Happinefs  is  the  end  of  our  creation  ; 
and  this  excitement,  the  means  to  that  end ;  therefore^  thefe 
movers,  the  Paffions,  are  the  inflruments  of  God,  whicli  lu'  hath 
put  into  the  hands  of  Rcafou  to  work  withal.  Warbur  1  o.n 

N  OT  F  s. 
Vfr.  117.    /,oTe,   Hope,  and  Joy,']   Thi.;  beautiful   groupc  of 
ullcgorical   perfunagLS,   fo   ilrongly   contralled,   how   does  it   a*t  ' 
The   profopopo^ia   is   unfortunately   dropped,  and    the    metaphor 
changed  irrimediatelv  m  tlie  fucceeding  \inc>,  viz. 

"  Thtfe  mi.\'J  witli  art,"  &-c.  Wap.ton 
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All  fpread  their  charms,  but  charm  not  all  alike ; 
On  difF'rent  fenfes  difF*rent  objeds  ftrike  j 

Hence 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  127.  jIU fpread  their  charms,  Ifjc.']  The  Poet  now  proceeds 
in  his  fubjeft  ;  and  this  laft  obfervation  leads  him  naturally  to  the 
difcufiion  of  his  next  principle.  He  (hews  then,  that  though  all 
the  Paflions  have  their  turn  in  fwaying  the  determinations  of  the 
mind,  yet  every  Man  hath  one  Master  Passion,  that  at  length 
llifles  or  abforbs  all  the  reft.  The  fatl  he  illuftrates  at  large  in  his 
epiftle  to  Lord  Cobham.  Here  (from  ver.  126  to  149.)  he  giveth 
us  the  Cause  of  it.  Thofe  Pleafures  or  Goods,  which  are  the 
objetSls  of  the  Paflions,  affe^l  the  mind  by  ilriking  on  the  fenfes  ; 
but  as,  through  the  formation  of  the  organs  of  our  frame,  every 
man  hath  fome  one  fenfe  ftronger  and  more  acute  than  others, 
the  objeft  which  ftrikes  the  ftronger  or  acuter  fenfe,  whatever  it 
be,  will  be  the  objeft  moft  defircd  ;  and  confequently,  the  purfuit 
of  that  will  be  the  ruling  Pajiun:  That  the  difference  of  force  in 
this  ruling  Paffion,  ftiall,  at  firft,  perhaps,  be  very  fmall,  or  even 
imperceptible  ;  but  Nature,  Habit,  Imagination,  Wit,  nay  even 
Reafon  itfelf,  ftiall  afllft  its  growth,  till  it  hath  at  length  drawn 
and  converted  every  other  into  itfelf.  All  which  is  dehvered  in  a 
ftrain  of  Poetry  fo  wonderfully  fubhme,  as  fufpends,  for  a  while, 
the  ruling  PaJJion  in  every  Reader,  and  engroftes  his  whole  admi- 
ration. 

This  naturally  leads  the  Poet  to  lament  the  weaknefs  and  infuf- 
ficlency  of  human  Reafon  (from  ver.  14810  161.);  and  thepurpoft 
he  had  in  fo  doing,  was  plainly  to  intimate  the  necessity  of  a 

MORE    perfect  DISPENSATION   TO   MANKIND.  WaRBURTON. 

notes. 

Ver.  128.  On  d'ij"'re7itfcnfcs''\  A  didaftio  poet  has  thu-s  nobly 
illuftrated  this  very  doctrine  : 

"  Diff''rent  niinds 

Incline  to  dift^'rent  objects  :  one  purfnes 

The  vaft  alone,  the  wonderful,  the  wild  ; 

Another  fighs  for  harmony,  and  grace, 

And  geiitleft  beauty.     Hence,  when  lightning  fires 

Tlie  arch  of  heaven,  and  thunders  rock  the  ground  i 

'When  furious  whirlwinds  road  the  howling  air, 

And 
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Hence  diff*rent  Palfions  more  or  lefs  inflame. 
As  flrong  or  weak,  the  organs  of  the  frame ;         130 
And  hence  one  master  Passion  in  the  breaft^ 
Like  Aaron's  ferpent,  fwallows  up  the  reft. 

As  Man,  perhaps,  the  moment  of  his  breathy 
Receives  the  kirking  principle  of  death  ; 
The  young  difeafe,  that  muft  fubdue  at  length,      135 
Grows  with  his   growth,   and  ftrengthehs  with   his 

ftrength  : 
So,  caft  and  mingl'd  with  his  very  frame. 
The  Mind's  difeafe,  its  ruling  Passion,  came ; 
Each  vital  humour  which  fliould  feed  the  whole. 
Soon  flows  to  this,  in  body  and  in  foul :  140 

Whatever 

nOT  F.  s. 

And  Ocean,  groaning  from  the  loweft  bed. 

Heaves  his  tcmpeftuous  billows  to  the  fky; 

Amid  the  mighty  uproar,  while  below 

The  nations  tremble,  Shakefpear  looks  abroad 

From  fome  high  cliif,  fuperior,  and  enjoys 

The  elemental  war.     But  Waller  longs 

All  on  the  margin  of  fome  flow'ry  ilream. 

To  fpread  his  carelefs  limbs,  amid  the  cool 

Of  plantane  fliades." Akensihe. 

Warton'^ 
Vkr.  129.  Henc:  d'ljprent  PaJJioris~\  It  may  be  doubted,  as 
Johnfon  judly  obferves,  whether  there  be  any  foundation  in  Nature 
for  this  great  paramount  principle  of  a£^ion,  and  whether  Pope 
does  not  confound  "  Paffiuns,  Appetites,  and  Habits,"  in  his 
theory. 

Ver.  133.  yls  Man, perhaps,  Jifr.]  «'  Antipatcr  Sidonius  Poeta 
omnibus  annis  uno  die  natali  tantum  corripiebatur  fcbre,  et  co  con- 
fumptus  ell  fatis  longa  feneifta."  Pl'in.  1.  vii.  A^  H.  This  Anli- 
pilfer  was  in  the  times  of  Crafl\is,  and  is  celebrated  for  the  quick- 
nefsof  his  parts  by  Cicero.  Warburton. 

VOL.  III.  G 
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Whatever  warms  the  heart,  or  fills  the  head. 
As  the  mind  opens,  and  its  fundions  fpread, 
Imagination  plies  her  dang'rous  art. 
And  pours  it  all  upon  the  peccant  part. 

Nature  its  mother,  ?Iabit  is  its  nurfe  ;  1 45 

Wit,  Spirit,  Faculties,  but  make  it  worfe  j 
Reafon  itfelf  but  gives  it  edge  and  pow'r ; 
As  Heav'n's  blell  beam  turns  vinegar  more  four. 

We,  wretched  fubjecls,  tho'  to  lawful  fway, 
In  this  weak  queen,  fome  fav'rite  ftill  obey  :  150 

Ah! 

NOTES. 

Ver.  147.  Reafon  itfelf,  Sffr.]  The  Poet,  in  fome  other  of  his 
epiftles,  gives  examples  of  the  doArines  and  precepts  here  deli- 
vered. Thus,  in  th?t  Of  the  Ufe  of  Riches,  he  has  illuftrated  this 
truth  in  the  chara6ler  of  Cotta  : 

"  Old  Cotta  {ham'd  his  fortune  and  his  birth, 
Yet  was  not  Cotta  void  of  wit  or  worth. 
What  though  (the  ufe  of  barb'rous  fpits  forgot) 
His  kitchen  vy'd  in  coolncfs  with  his  grot  ? 
//"  Cotta  liv'd  on  pulfe,  it  ti-as  no  more 
Than  hramins,  faints,  and fa^es  did  hcfore.''^ 

Warburtoh. 
Ver..  148.  turns  vinegar~\   Taken  from  Bacon,  De  Calore  ;  and 
the  preceding  vcrfe,  and  comparifon,  i\i. 

*'  Like  Aaron's  ferpent," 

is  from  Bacon  likewife.  Warto?^. 

Ver.  148.  turns  vinegar'^  This  comparifon,  which  might  be 
very  proper  in  Philofophy,  has  a  mean  effect  ia  Poetry. 

Ver.  149.  We,  ivretched  fubje£is,  ls^c.~\  St.  Paul  himfelf  did  not 
choofe  to  employ  other  arguments,  when  difpofed  to  give  us  the 
highell  idea  of  the  ulefulnefs  of  Christianity  [Rom.  vii.).  But 
it  may  be,  the  Poet  finds  a  remedy  in  Natural  Religion. 
Far  from  it.  He  here  leaves  Reafon  unrelieved.  What  is  this  then, 
but  an  intimation  that  we  ought  to  feek  for  a  cure  in  that  Religion, 
which  only  dares  profefs  to  give  it  ?  Warburton. 
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Ah  !  if  fhe  lend  not  arms,  as  well  as  rules, 

What  can  (he  more  than  tell  us  we  are  fools  ? 

Teach  us  to  mourn  our  Nature,  not  to  mend, 

A  fharp  accufer,  but  a  helplefs  friend  ! 

Or  from  a  judge  turn  pleader,  to  perfuade  155 

The  choice  we  make,  or  juflify  it  made  j 

Proud  of  an  eafy  conquefl  all  along. 

She  but  removes  weak  Paflions  for  the  llrong : 

So,  when  fmall  humours  gather  to  a  gout. 

The  doctor  fancies  he  has  driv'n  them  out.  160 

Yes,  Nature's  road  mail  ever  be  preferred  ; 
Reafon  is  here  no  guide,  but  ftill  a  guard  : 
'Tis  her's  to  reftify,  not  overthrow, 
And  treat  this  pallion  more  as  friend  than  foe  : 
A  mightier  Pow'r  the  ftrong  direction  fends,  165 

And  fev'ral  Men  impels  to  fev'ral  ends  : 
Like  varying  winds,  by  other  palTions  toft. 
This  drives  iheai  conllant  to  a  certain  coait. 

Let 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.i6i.  Tc's,  A\Uiire's  road,  <Sfc.']  Now  as  it  appears  from 
the  account  here  given  of  the  ruiing  Pcff.cn  and  its  caufe  (which 
refuks  from  the  llnirtiire  of  the  organs),  that  it  is  the  road  o^ 
Nature,  the  Pott  fliows  (from  vcr.  Jjo  to  I97.}5  that  this  road  is 
to  be  followed.  So  th;it  t'.ie  clucc  of  Rcalcn  is  not  to  direft  U3 
what  palTion  to  cxtrcife,  hut  to  aCQii  us  in  rectifvisg,  and  keep- 
ing within  due  bounds,  that  which  Nature  hith  fo  ilroa^ly 
iinprefTed  ;  becaufe 

*'  A  niigh.ticr  Power  the  (Irong  direction  fends. 

And  iev'ral  Men  impels  to  f:-v'ral  ends."       Warsurton. 

Ver.  167.    L.ihc  varying:  li'in.h,   l^:.~\    Tlie  Poet  }Kiv:n;r  provtd 

thdi\.\.\\ii  ruling  piijj'rjn  (fiuce  Nature  iutii   given  it   us)  is  not  to  be 

overthrow:;, 
\  o  T  E  s . 
Ver.  I. 'me.  Thr  doJor /,:::. :.s,  o*V.]  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  this 
as  of  the  hne  1 48. 

c  :. 
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Let  pow'r  or  knowledge,  gold  or  glory,  pleafe ; 

Or  (oft  more  ftrong  than  all)  the  love  of  eafe ;     17a 

llirough  life  'tis  followed,  even  at  life's  expencej 

The  merchant's  toil,  the  fage's  indolence. 

The  monk's  humihty,  the  hero's  pride, 

All,  all  alike,  find  reafon  on  their  fide. 

Th'  Eternal  Art  educing  good  from  ill,.  175 

Grafts  on  this  Paffion  our  bed  principle  : 
'Tis  thus  the  Mercury  of  Man  is  fix'd. 
Strong  grov/s  the  Virtue  with  his  nature  mix'd  ; 
The  drofs  cements  what  elfe  were  too  refin'd, 
And  in  one  int'refl  body  ads  with  mind.  180 

As  fruits,  ungrateful  to  the  planter's  care^ 
On  favage  flocks  inferted,  learn  to  bear  ^^ 

•   The 

COMMENTARY. 

overthrown,  but  renlfied  ;  the  next  inquiry  will  be,  of  what  7ife  the 
ruling  paffion  is;  for  an  uie  it  mud  have,  if  reafon  be  to  treat  it 
thus  mildly.  This  ufe  he  fliews  us  (from  ver.  166  to  197.)  i-- 
twofold,  Natural  and  Moral. 

1.  Its  Natural  via  is  to  conduft  Men  fteadily  to  one  certain  end,. 
who  would  otherwife  be  eternally  fluftuating  between  the  equal 
violence  of  various  and  difcordant  paflions,  driving  them  up  anci 
down  at  random  ;  and,  by  that  means,  to  enable  them  to  promote 
the  good  of  fociety,  by  making  each  a  contributor  to  the  common 
ilock  : 

"  Let  povv'r  or  knowledge,  gold  or  glory,  pleafe,"  &c. 

2.  Its  Mural  ufe  is  to  ingraft  our  ruhng  Virtue  upon  it  ;  and 
by  that  neans  to  enable  us  to  promote  our  own  good,  by  turn- 
ing the  exorbitancy  of  the  ruling  Pajfion  into  its  neighbouring 
Virtue : 

"  See  anger,  zeal  and  fortitude  fupply,"  &c. 
The  wifdoni  of  the  Divine  Artiit  is,  as  the  Poet  finely  obfcrvcs, 
very  illudrious  in  this  contrivance  ;  for  the  mind  and  body  having 
now  one  common  interefl,  the  efforts  of  Virtue  will  have  their  force 
mfinitely  augmented  : 

♦'  'Tis  thus  the  inercnrv,"  ^c,  Warburton. 
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The  fureft  Virtues  thus  from  PafTions  (hoot, 

Wild  Nature's  vigour  working  at  the  root. 

What  crops  of  wit  and  honefly  appear  185 

From  fpleen,  from  obftinacy,  hate,  or  fear ! 

See  anger,  zeal  and  fortitude  fupply  ; 

Ev'n  avarice,  prudence  ;  floth,  philofophy ; 

Luft,  through  fome  certain  (trainers  well  refin'd. 

Is  gentle  love,  and  charms  all  womankind  ;  1 90 

Envy,  to  which  th*  ignoble  mind's  a  flave, 

Is  emulation  in  the  learn'd  or  brave  ; 

Nor  Virtue,  male  or  female,  can  we  name. 

But  what  will  grow  on  pride,  or  grow  on  fhame. 

Thus  Nature  gives  us  (let  it  check  our  pride)     1 95 
The  virtue  nearefl  to  our  vice  ally'd  ; 

Reafon 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  194.  in  the  MS. 

How  oft,  with  Paffion,  Virtue  points  her  charms  ! 
Then  fhiiies  the  Hero,  then  the  Patriot  warms. 
Pek\is'  great  Son,  or  Brutus,  who  had  known. 
Had  Lucrece  been  a  Whore,  or  Helen  none  ! 
But  Virtues  oppofite  to  make  agree, 
That,   Reafon  !  is  thy  tafli  ;  and  worthy  Thee. 
Hard  talk,  cries  Bibulus,  and  Reafon  weak. 
— Make  it  a  point,  dear  Marquefs !   o;  a  pique. 
Once,  for  a  whim,  perfuade  yourfelf  :.'  pay 
A  debt  to  Reafon,  like  a  debt  at  pla; 
For  right  or  wrong  have  mortals  fuffc:   i  more  ? 
h —  for  his  Prince,  or  *  *  for  his  Whoic  .' 
Whofe  fclf-dcnials  Nature  muft  controid  ? 
His,  who  would  fave  a  Sixpence,  or  his  Soul  ? 
Web  for  his  health,  a  Chartrcux  for  his  Sin, 
Contend  they  not  which  foontft  (hall  grow  thin  ? 
What  we  refolve,  we  can  :  but  here's  the  iault^ 
We  ne'er  refolve  to  do  the  thing  we  ought. 
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Reafon  the  bias  turns  from  good  to  ill, 

And  Nero  reigns  a  Titus,  if  he  will. 

The  fiery  foul  abhorr'd  in  Catiline, 

In  Decius  charms,  in  Curtius  is  divine  :  200 

The  fame  ambition  can  deftroy  or  fave, 

And  makes  a  patriot  as  it  makes  a  knave. 

This  light  and  darknefs  in  our  chaos  join'd. 
What  lliall  divide  ?    The  God  within  the  mind. 

Extremes 

COMMENTARY. 

VcR.  197.  Reafon  the  Has,  ^c.']  But  left  it  fliovild  be  objcfted 
that  this  account  favours  the  doctrine  of  Neceffity»  and  would 
inllnuate  that  men  are  only  afted  upon,  in  the  produflion  of  good 
cut  of  evil  ;  the  Poet  teacheth  (from  ver.  196  to  203.),  that  Man 
is  a  free  agent,  and  hath  it  in  his  power  to  turn  the  natural  paflions 
into  virtues  or  into  vices,  properly  fo  called  : 
"  Reafon  the  bias  turns  to  good  from  ill, 
And  Nero  reigns  a  Titus,  if  he  will." 

Secondly,  If  it  faould  be  objc6led,  that  though  he  doth,  indeed, 
tell  us  fome  aflions  are  beneficial  and  fome  hurtful,  yet  he  could 
not  call  thofe  virtuous,  nor  thefe  vkioiis,  becaufe,  as  he  hath 
defcribed  things,  the  motive  appears  to  be  only  the  gratification  of 
fome  pafiion  ;  give  me  leave  to  anfwer  for  him,  that  this  would  be 
miftaking  the  argument,  which  (to  ver.  249.  of  this  epiftle)  con- 
fiders  tlie  pafiions  only  with  regard  to  Society,  that  is,  with  regard 
to  their  efeds  rather  than  their  motives  :  That,  however,  it  is  his 
defign  to  teach  that  aftions  are  properly  •virtuous  and  vicious  ;  and 
though  it  be  difficult  to  diflinguifh  genuine  virtue  from  fpurious, 
they  having  both  the  fame  appearance,  and  both  the  fame  public 
effects,  yet  that  they  may  be  difentangled.  If  it  be  alked,  by 
what  means?  he  replies  (from  ver.  202  to  205.)  by  Confcience  ; — 
the  God  within  the  mind ; — and  this  is  to  the  purpofe  ;  for  it  is  a 
rJan's  own  concern,  and  no  one's  elfe,  to  know  whether  his  virtue 
be  pure  and  folid  ;  for  what  is  it  to  others,  whether  this  virtue 
{while,  as  to  th.cm,  the  cfTccl  of  it  is  the  fame)  be  real  or  imagi- 
nary ?  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ve^.  204.  TheGodvAihln  the  vi:nd^  Confcicrice  ;-a  fi:bl:-^e 
exprcfiiua  of  Plato> 
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Extremes  in  Nature  equal  ends  produce,  205 

In  Man  they  join  to  fome  myfterious  ufe  ; 
Tho'  each  by  turns  the  other's  bound  invade,  • 
As,  in  fome  well-wrought  pi<Elure,  light  and  lliade, 
And  oft  fo  mix,  the  diff'rence  is  too  nice 
Where  ends  the  Virtue,  or  begins  the  Vice.  2 1  o 

Fools !  who  from  hence  into  the  notion  fall. 
That  Vice  or  Virtue  there  is  none  at  all. 
If  white  and  black  blend,  foften,  and  unite 
A  thoufand  ways,  is  there  no  black  or  white  ? 
Aik  your  own  heart,  and  nothing  is  fo  plain  ;         215 
*Tis  to  miftake  them,  cofts  the  time  and  pain. 

Vice  is  a  monfter  of  fo  frightful  mien, 
Ao,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  feen  ; 

Yet 

COMMENTARY. 

V.<;r.  205.  Extremes  m  Nature  equal  tnds  produce,,  y^:.]  But  ftill 
it  will  be  faid,  Why  all  this  difficulty  to  diftinguifh  true  virtue 
from  falfe  ?  The  Poet  fhews  why  (from  vcr.  204  to  21 1.)  ;  That 
though  indeed  vice  and  virtue  fo  invade  each  other's  bounds,  that 
fomctimes  we  can  fcarce  tell  where  one  ends  and  the  other  begins, 
yet  great  purpofes  are  fervcd  thereby,  no  lefs  than  the  perfecting 
the  conftitution  of  the  Whole,  as  lights  and  fhades,  which  run 
into  one  another  infenfibly  in  a  weil-wrought  pifture,  make  the 
harmony  and  fpirit  of  the  compofition.  But  on  this  account  to 
fay  there  is  neither  vice  nor  virtue,  the  Poet  (liews  (from  ver.  2  10 
to  217.)  would  be  juft  as  wife  as  to  fay,  there  is  neither  black  nor 
white,  becaufe  the  fliade  of  that,  and  the  light  of  this,  often  run 
into  one  another,  and  are  mutually  loil : 

*•  Afl<  your  own  heart,  and  nothing  is  fo  plain  ; 
'Tis  to  miflake  them,  cods  the  time  and  pain." 
This   is  an   error  of  /peculation,  wliich   leads   Men   fo  fooliflily  to 
conclude,  that  there  is  neither  vice  nor  virtue.  Warburton. 

VsR.  217.  Vice  is  a  morijler,  £5*c.]  There  is  another  Error,  an 
error  0^  practice,  which  halh  more  general  and  hurttul  effeds  ;  and 

04  is 
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Yet  feen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face. 

We  firft  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace.  220 

But  where  th'  Extreme  of  Vice,  was  ne*er  agreed  : 

Aft:  where's  the  North  ?  at  York,  'tis  on  the  Tweed ; 

In  Scotland,  at  the  Orcades  ;  and  there. 

At  Greenland,  Sembla,  or  the  Lord  knows  where. 

No 

,     yARlATlONS. 
After  ver.  220.  in  the  firft  Edition,  followed  tliefe : 
A  Cheat !  a  Whore  !  who  ftarts  not  at  the  name, 
In  all  the  Inns  of  Court  or  Drury-lane  ? 

COMMENTARY. 

is  next  confjdered  (from  ver.  2 16  to  221.).  It  is  this,  that  though, 
at  the  firft  afpeft,  Vice  be  fo  horrible  as  to  fright  the  beholder, 
yet,  when  by  habit  we  are  once  grown  familiar  with  her,  we  firft 
fuffer,  and  in  time  begin  to  lofe  the  memory  of  her  nature  ;  which 
necefiarily  implies  an  equal  ignorance  in  the  nature  of  Virtue. 
Hence  men  conclude,  that  there  is  neither  one  nor  the  other. 

Warburton. 
Ver.  221,  But  where  th^  Extreme  of  Vice,  ^c.']  But  it  is  not 
only  that  extreme  of  Vice  which  ilands  next  to  Virtue,  which 
betrays  us  into  thefe  miftakes.  We  are  deceived  too,  as  he  fliews 
us  (from  ver.  220  to  231.),  by  our  obfervations  concerning  the 
other  extreme  :  For  from  the  extreme  of  Vice  being  unfettled, 
Men  conclude  that  Vice  itfelf  is  only  nominal,  at  leaft  rather 
comparative  than  real.  War  burton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  217.  Vice  Is  a  monjler,  £3'r.]  "  Hence  we  find,"  fays  that 
amiable  moralift  Hutchefon,  "  that  the  bafeft  aftions  are  dreffed  in 
fome  tolerable  mafic  :" — "  What  others  call  avarice,  appears  to  the 
agent  a  prudent  care  of  a  family  or  friends  ;  fraud,  artful  conduft  ; 
mahce  and  revenge,  a  juft  lenfe  of  honour;  fire  and  fword,  and 
defolation  among  enemies,  a  juft  thorough  defence  of  our  country  ; 
perfecution,  a  zeal  for  truth,  and  for  the  eternal  happincfs  of  men, 
which  heretics  oppofe."  Wartcs. 

Ver.  217.  Vice  is  a  morjlcr']  Parody  on  Dryden's  lines  en 
Virtue. 
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No  creature  owns  it  in  the  firft  degree,  225 

But  thinks  his  neighbour  farther  gone  than  he ; 

Ev*n  thofe  who  dwell  beneath  its  very  zone. 

Or  never  feel  the  rage,  or  never  own  ; 

What  happier  natures  fhrink  at  with  affright. 

The  hard  inhabitant  contends  is  right.  230 

Virtuous  and  vicious  ev'ry  Man  muft  be. 
Few  in  th*  extreme,  but  all  in  the  degree  j 

The 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  221^.  in  tlie  MS. 

The  Col'nel  fvvears  the  Agent  is  a  dog, 
The  Scriv'ner  vows  th'  Attorney  is  a  rogue. 
Againft  the  Thief,  th'  Attorney  loud  inveighs. 
For  whofe  tea  pound  the  County  tv»-enty  pays. 
The  Thief  damns  Judges,  and  the  Knaves  of  State  ; 
And  dying,  mourns  fmall  Villains  hang'd  by  great. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  23  I.  Virtuous  and 'v'lc'ious  ev'ry  Man  mujl  he,~\  There  i J 
yet  a  th.ird  caufe  of  this  error  of  no  Vice^  no  Virtue,  compofed  of 
the  oth'jr  two,  i.  e. -pvivtly  fpeculative,  znA  fTixxXy prarlical.  And 
this  alfo  the  Poet  confiders  (from  ver.  23010  239.),  (hewing  it 
arifeth  from  tlie  imperfection  of  the  bell  charafters,  and  the 
inequality  of  all  :  whence  it  happens  that  no  Man  is  extremely 
virtuous  or  vicious,  nor  extremely  conftant  in  the  purfuit  of  cither. 
Why  it  fo  hr.pptnsj  the  Poet  informs  us,  who  with  admirable 
fagacity  afTigns  the  caufc  in  this  line  : 

"  For,  Vice  or  Virtue,  Self  direft?  it  ftill." 
An  adherence  or  regard  to  what  is,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  world,  a 
man'j  o\v!i  intcrcH.,  making  an  extreme,  in  either,  almofl  impofTible. 
Its  e'T'.ct  in  kcepii;g  a  good  man  from  the  extreme  of  Virtue,  needlS 
no  explanation  ;  and,  in  an  ill  man,  Sclf-intereft  (hewing  him  the 
iiccefiity  of  lonie  kind  of  .-eputation,  the  procuring  and  prekrving 
that,  will  necen"urily  keep  him  frcnn  the  extreme  of  Vice. 

Warburton, 

N  OT  t  p. 

Vkr,  231.  Virtuous  and  viciou!^  A  (inc  nnd  juH.  reflexion,  and 
•veil  calculated  to  fubduc  and  extinguilli   that  petulant  contempt: 

a.'.!  I 


go  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IL 

The  rogue  and  fool  by  fits  is  fair  and  wife ; 

And  ev'n  the  beft,  by  fits,  what  they  defpife. 

*Tis  but  by  parts  we  follow  good  or  ill ;  235 

For,  Vice  or  Virtue,  Self  directs  it  ftill ; 

Each  individual  feeks  a  fev'ral  goal ; 

But  Heav'n's  great  View  is  One,  and  that  the  Whole. 

That  counter-works  each  folly  and  caprice  ; 

That  difappoints  th'  effeft  of  ev'ry  vice  ;  240 

That,  happy  frailties  to  all  ranks  apply'd  j 

Shame  to  the  virgin,  to  the  matron  pride, 

Fear  to  the  flatefman,  rafhnefs  to  the  chief, 

To  kings  prefumption,  and  to  crowds  belief: 

That, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  239.  That  counter-works  each  folly  and  caprice;']  The 
mention  of  this  principle,  that  ^V//" directs  vice  and  virtue,  and  its 
confequence,  which  is,  that 

'*  Each  individual  feeks  a  fev'ral  goal," 
leads  the  Author  to  obierve, 

"  That  Heav'n's  great  View  is  One,  and  that  the  Whole." 
And  this  brings  him  naturally  round  again  to  his  main   fubject, 
namely,   God's  producing  good  out  of  ill,  wliich  he  profecutes  from 
ver.  258  to  249.  Wareurton. 

NOTES. 

and  unmerited  averfion  which  men  too  generally  entertain  of  each 
other,  and  which  gradually  diminifh  and  dcllroy  the  focial  and 
kind  affeftions.  "  Our  emulation,"  fays  the  amiable  and  faga- 
cious  Hutchefon,  "  our  jealoufy  or  envy,  fhoiild  be  reflrained  in 
a  great  meafure  by  a  conftant  refolution  of  bearing  always  in  our 
minds  the  lovely  fide  of  every  charafter."  And  Plato  obfcrvcs,  in 
the  Phaedon,  that  there  is  fomething  amiable  in  almuft  every  man 
living.  A\^AK.TON'. 

'VtR.234.  by  fits  ^  what  they  dcjp'.fc.']  XccX'.ttov  IcrOXov  i:j.jj.v,xi,  was 
a  faying  of  Pittacus,  quoted  and  commented  upon  by  Plato,  in  the 
Protagoras.  7  Warton, 
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That,  Virtue's  ends  from  Vanity  can  raife,  245 

Vv^hich  feeks  no  int'reft,  no  reward  but  praife  ; 
And  build  on  wants,  and  on  defeds  of  mind. 
The  joy,  the  peace,  the  glory  of  Mankind. 
Heav'n  forming  each  on  other  to  depend, 
A  mafter,  or  a  fervant,  or  a  friend,  250 

Bids  each  on  other  for  affiflance  call. 
Till  one  Man's  weaknefs  grows  the  flrength  of  all. 
Wants,  frailties,  paflions,  cloler  ilill  ally 
The  common  int'rell,  or  endear  the  tie. 

To 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  2j]9.  Heaii'n  forming  each  un  other  to  dep.'p.d,']  I.  Hitherto 
tliC  Poet  hath  been  employed  in  difcourfing  of  the  ufe  of  the 
Paffions,  with  regard  to  Society  at  large  ;  and  in  freeing  his  doc- 
trine from  objections :  This  is  \.)\(^f.rjl  general  divifion  of  the  fub- 
jocl  of  this  Epiille. 

II.  He  comes  now  to  fiiew  (from  ver.  248  to  261.)  the  ufe  of 
tliefe  Paflions,  with  regard  to  the  moie  confined  circle  of  our 
friends,  relations,  and  acquaintance  ;  and  this  is  the  fecorul  general 
divifion.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  253.  Wants,  fratltks^  pn^.ons,  clofer  Jlill ally 
The  common  int'rel},  v:7V.] 
As  thefe  lines  have  been  mifunderilood,  I  fhall  give  the  reader 
their  ])lain  and  obvious  meaning.  To  tliefe  frailties  (fays  he)  we 
owe  all  the  endearments  of  private  life  ;  yet,  when  we  come  to  that 
age,  which  generally  difpofcs  men  to  think  more  ferioufly  of  the 
true  value  of  things,  and  confecuently  of  their  provifion  for  a 
future  llate,  tlic  coiif  '.ration,  that  the  grounds  of  thofe  joys,  loves, 
and  friend  l.ipj,  are  wants,  frailtie-',  and  paflions,  proves  the  bed 
expedient  to  wean  us  from  the  world  ;  a  difcngagement  fo  friendly 
to  that  proviGon  we  are  now  making  foranorher  ftate.  The  obfer- 
vnt'.on  is  new,  and  would  in  any  place  be  extremely  beautiful,  but 
has  hero  an  iuluiile  grace  and  propriety,  as  it  fo  well  confirms,  by 
an  inilance  ot  great  moment,  th.e  general  Thefis,  That  God  makes 
//.',  .h'  r-iKryJ/..'>,  pr'h!j:-!ivc  cf  Good.  War  BURTON. 
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To  thefe  we  Owe  true  friendfhip,  love  flncere,        255 

Each  home-felt  joy  that  life  inherits  here  ; 

Yet  from  the  fame  we  learn,  in  its  decline, 

Thofe  joys,  thofe  loves,  thofe  mt*refls  to  refign  ; 

Taught  half  by  Reafon,  half  by  mere  decay, 

To  welcome  death,  and  calmly  pafs  away.  260 

Whate'er  the  Paffion,  knowledge,  fame,  or  pelf. 
Not  one  will  change  his  neighbour  with  himleif. 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  261.  Whate'er  the  Paffion,  cS'".]  III.  The  Poet  having 
thus  fhewn  the  life  of  the  Pafiions  in  Society,  and  in  Domejlic 
life,  comes,  in  the  lail  place  (from  ver.  260  to  the  end),  to  (hew 
their  ufe  to  the  Individual,  even  in  their  ilhifions  ;  the  imaginary 
happinefs  they  prefent,  helping  to  make  the  real  miferies  oi  life 
lefs  infupportable  :  And  this  is  his  third  general  divilion  : 

*' Opinion  gilds  with  varying  rays 

Thofe  painted  clouds  that  beautify  our  days,"  Sec. 

•'  One  profpefl  loft,  another  ftiil  we  gain  ; 
And  not  a  Vanity  is  giv'n  in  vain." 
Which  muft  needs  vaftly  raife  our  idea  of  God's  goodnefs  ;  who 
hath  net  only  provided  more  than  a  counterbalance  of  rea!  happi- 
nefs to  human  miferies,  but  hath  even,  in  his  infinite  compaffion, 
bellowed  on  thofe  who  were  fo  foolifa  as  not  to  have  made  this 
provifion,  an  imaginary  happinefs  ;  that  they  may  not  be  quite 
overborne  with  the  load  of  human  mifcrie?.  This  is  the  Poet''? 
g^reat  and  noble  thought ;  as  ftrong  and  folid  as  it  is  new  and  inge- 
nious :  It  teaches,  that  thefe  illufions  are  the  faults  and  follies  of 
Men,  which  they  wilfully  fall  into  ;  and  thereby  deprive  them- 
felres  of  much  happinefs,  and  expofe  themfeh-es  to  equal  miferj'  : 
but  that  ftill,  God  (according  to  his  univerfal  way  of  working) 
gracioufly  turns  thefe  faults  and  follies  fo  far  to  the  advantage  of 
his  miferable  creatures,  as  to  become,  for  a  time,  the  lolace  and 
fupport  of  their  diftreffes  : 

« Tho'  Man's  a  fool,  yet  God  is  wife." 

Wa&bcrtok. 
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The  learnM  is  happy  nature  to  explore. 
The  fool  is  happy  that  he  knows  no  more ; 

The 

NOT  E  S. 

Ver.  261.  Whate*er  the  Pajfiotiy  l^c^^  It  was  an  objection  con- 
ilantly  urged  by  the  ancient  Epicureans,  that  Man  could  not  be 
the  creature  of  a  benevolent  Being,  as  he  was  formed  in  a  ftate  fo 
helplefs  and  infirm.  Montague  took  it,  and  urged  it  alfo.  They 
never  confidered  or  perceived  that  this  very  infirmity  and  helplefl- 
nefs  were  the  caufe  aiui  cement  of  fociety  ;  that  if  men  had  been 
perfecl  and  felf-fuflicient,  and  had  Rood  in  no  need  of  each  other's 
afliftance,  there  would  have  been  no  occafion  fpr  the  invention  of 
the  arts,  and  no  opportunity  for  the  exertion  of  the  affeftions. 
The  lines,  therefore,  in  which  Lucretius  propofes  this  objection, 
are  as  unphilofuphical  and  inconclufive,  as  they  are  highly  pathetic 
and  poetical : 

"  Turn  porro  puer,  ut  fxvis  projctlus  ah  undis 

Mavita,  nudus  humi  jacet,  infani,  indigus  omni 

Vitai  auxilio,  cum  primCan  in  luminis  oras 

Nixibns  ex  alvo  matris  natura  profudit  ; 

Vagituque  locum  lugubri  complet,  ut  squum  eft, 

Cui  tantum  in  vita  reliet  tranhre  maloium." 

Lib.  r.  ver.  223, 
Tlicre  is  a  pafTage  in  the  Moralifts,  which  I  cannot  forbear 
thinking  Pope  had  in  his  eye,  and  which  I  muft  not  therefore 
omit,  as  it  ferves  to  illudrnte  and  confirm  fo  many  parts  of  the 
EfTay  on  Man.  I  fliall  tlicreforc  give  it  at  length,  without 
apology  : 

"  The  young  of  moft  other  kinds  are  inflantly  helpful  to  them- 
felves,  fenfible,  vigorous,  know  how  to  fliun  danger,  and  feek 
their  good  :  a  human  inl'ant  is  of  all  the  mod  weak,  helplefs,  and 
infirm.  And  wherefore  fliould  it  not  have  been  fo  ordered  :* 
^Vhere  is  the  lofs  in  fiich  a  fpecies  ?  (.)r  what  is  Man  the  worfc 
for  that  dcfj6t,  amidil  fuch  large  fupplies  ?  Does  not  this  defect 
engage  linn  tiic  more  llrongly  to  fociety,  and  force  him  to  own 
that  he  i^  pnrpofely,  and  not  by  accident,  m.ade  rational  and 
iociable;  a..d  can  no  otherwife  inc-eale  or  fubfid  than  in  that 
<"ocial  iiitercourle  and  community  wr.ich  is  bis  natural  date  ?  Is 
not  both  conjugal  affci^ion,  :vxi}i  raturd  ade(S^iou  to  parents,  duty 
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The  rich  Is  happy  in  the  plenty  giv'n,  26 j 

The  poor  contents  him  with  the  care  of  Heav*n. 
See  the  blind  beggar  dance,  the  cripple  fmg, 
The  fot  a  hero,  lunatic  a  king  ; 
The  flarving  chemift  in  his  golden  views 
Supremely  bleft,  the  poet  in  his  Mufe.  270 

See 

NOTES. 

to  magiilrates,  love  of  a  common  city,  community,  or  country, 
with  the  other  duties  and  focial  parts  of  life,  deduced  from  hence, 
and  founded  in  thcfe  very  wants  ?  What  can  be  happier  than 
fuch  a  deficiency,  as  it  is  the  occafion  of  fo  much  good  ?  What 
better,  than  a  want  fo  abundantly  made  up,  and  anfwered  by  fo 
many  enjoyments  ?  Now,  if  there  are  flill  to  be  found  among 
mankind,  fuch  as  even,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  wants,  feem  not 
afhamed  to  affcft  a  right  of  independency,  and  deny  themftlves  to 
be  by  nature  fociable  ;  where  would  their  fhame  have  been  had 
Nature  otherwife  fupplied  their  wants  ?  What  duty  or  obligation 
had  been  ever  thought  of?  What  rcfpeft  or  reverence  of  partnts, 
magiftratts,  their  countiy,  or  their  kind  ?  Would  not  their  iuU 
and  felf-fufficicnt  itate  more  ftrongly  have  determined  them  to 
throw  off  nature,  and  deny  the  ends  and  Author  of  their  creation  :" 

WaPvTON. 

Ver.  264.  The  fool  is  happy,  l^c.'\  So  when  fom.e  navigators 
arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  Natives,  full  of  their  own 
ideal  fuperiority,  inquired  of  the  Strangers,  whether  there  was 
fuch  a  thing  as  the  Sun  in  their  country  ?  "  Behold,"  faid  the 
inhabitants  to  Briflbn,  "  that  luminary,  which  is  unknown  in  thy 
country.  Thou  art  not  enlightened,  as  we  are,  bv  that  heavenly 
body,  which  regulates  our  days  and  our  faffs."— Z^Z/rcTcr/Vj-  end 
Settlements  of  Europeans  in  North  and  Wejl  Africa.  Edinburgh 
printed,   1799- 

Ver.  270.  the  poet  in  his  liTufc.'}  The  Author  having  faid,  that 
no  one  could  change  his  own  profeffiju  or  views  for  thofe  of 
another,  intended  to  carry  his  obfervation  ftiU  further,  and  (hew 
that  men  were  unwiUing  to  exchange  their  own  acquirements  even 

for 
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See  fome  flrange  comfort  ev'ry  ftate  attend, 
And  pride  beftow'd  on  all,  a  common  friend  : 
See  fome  fit  paflion  ev'ry  age  fupply, 
Hope  travels  through,  nor  quits  us  when  we  die. 

Behold  the  child,  by  nature's  kindly  law,  275 

Pleas'd  with  a  rattle,  tickled  with  a  draw  : 
Some  livelier  play-thing  gives  his  youth  delight, 
A  little  louder,  but  as  empty  quite : 
Scarfs,  garters,  gold,  amufe  his  riper  ftage. 
And  beads  and  pray'r-books  are  the  toys  of  age  :    280 

Pleas'd 

NOTES. 

tor  thofe  of  the  fame  kind,  conftfTedly  larger,  and  infinitely  more 
eminent,  in  another.  ■ 
To  this  end  he  wrote, 

*'   What  partly  pleafes,  totally  wiil  fhock  : 
I  Q^ucilion  much,  if  Toland  would  be  LocLi." 
But  wanting  another  proper  inftance  of  this  truth,  he  rcferved  the 
lines  above  for  fome  following  edition  of  this  ElTay  ;  v.hich  he  did 
not  live  to  give.  Warburton. 

Ver.  271.  See  fome  f.rarf^e  co7nfort~\  Howexquillte  is  this  ilanza 
of  an  r.nfiniflied  Ode  of  Grry  ? 

"  Still  vv-here  rofy  Plcafure  leadd. 
Sec  a  kindred  Grief  purfue  ; 
Behind  the  fteps  that  Mifery  treads, 
Approachirg  Comfort  view  : 
The  hues  of  Blifs  more  briglitly  glow, 
Chcrifli'd  by  fabler  tints  of  Woe  ; 
And  blended  form,  with  artful  ft  rife, 
The  flrength  and  linrmony  of  life."  Waktov. 

Ver.  272.  Atui pr\di\  From  La  Rocli'-foucanlt,  wliolt  woids 
are  ;  "  Nature,  who  fo  wifely  ha^,  fitted  the  tirgaiiS  (/f  our  b<K3y 
to  make  u;  hnppy,  fecms  likev.ife  to  liave  bcflowcd  pride  on  us, 
on  purpofo,  a-,  it  were,  to  favt  us  the  p?in  of  kiio'.viug  our  own 
imperfcdioi';;."      Mdxim  36.  Wartcn. 

Vf.r.  280.  /liid  beads  and  pra-ir-Iooh  are  il"  tnyi  of  age  :~\  A 
Satire  on  what  is  called,  in   l'o]>ery,  the  Opvs  operaium.     As  this 
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PleasM  with  this  bauble  flill,  as  that  before. 
Till  tir'd  he  fleeps,  and  Life's  poor  play  is  o'er. 

Mean-while  Opinion  gilds  with  varying  rays 
Thofe  painted  clouds  that  beautify  our  days ; 
Each  want  of  happinefs  by  Hope  fupply'd,  285 

And  each  vacuity  of  fenfe  by  Pride  : 

Thefe 

NOTES. 

is  a  defcription  of  the  circle  of  human  life  returning  into  itfelf  by 
a  fecond  childhood,  the  Poet  has  with  great  elegance  concluded 
his  defcription  with  the  fame  image  with  which  he  fet  o\it — u'lv.d 
.Life' s' poor  play  is  o'er.  War  burton. 

Ver.  280.   The  toys  of  age  :~\   Exaftly  what  FontencUe  fays, 
"  II  eft  des  hochets  pour  tout  age." 
And  Prior, 

"  Give  us  play-things  for  old  age." 
Vet  it  is  certain  that  Fontenelle  could  not  have  taken  this  verfe 
from  Prior,  for  he  did  not  underftand  Englifli,  though  Prior  wrote 
it  more  than  tw^enty  years  before  Fontenelle. 

De  Lifle,  whofe  tranfiation  of  Virgil's  Georgics  is  fo  frequently 
and  fo  unjuftly  praifed  by  Voltaire,  has  alfo  tranflated,  but  not 
publiflied,  the  Eifay  on  Man.  Miilot  has  given  another,  pubhfhed 
1762.  V\"arton. 

Ver.  286.  ylnd  each  vacuity  of  ftfe  by  Pride  :~\  An  eminent 
Cafuift,  Father  Francis  Garaffe,  in  his  Soinme  Thcobgique^  has 
drawn  a  very  charitable  conclufion  from  this  principle  ;  which  lie 
hath  well  illuftrated :  "  Selon  la  Juftice  (fays  this  equitable 
Divine),  "  tout  travail  honnete  doit  ctre  recompenfe  de  loiiange 
ou  de  fatisfaftion.  Qu^and  les  bons  efprits  font  un  ouvrage  excel- 
lent, ils  font  juftemeiit  recompcnfez  par  les  fuffrages  du  Public. 
Quand  un  pauvre  elprit  travaille  beuucoup,  pour  fair  un  mauvais 
ouvrage,  il  n'eft  pas  juIle  ni  raifonable,  qu'il  attende  des  loiiangcs 
publiques  ;  car  elles  ne  lui  font  pas  dues.  Mais  afin  que  fes  tra- 
vaux  ne  demeurent  pas  fans  recompenfc.  DiEV  Ir.i  doane  une  fatil- 
faftion  perfonelle,  que  perfonne  ne  lui  peiir.  envier  fans  une  injuf- 
tice  plus  que  barbare  ;  tout  ainfi  que  Dicu,  qui  eft  jufte,  donne 
de  la  fatisfaftion  aux  Grenoiiilles  de  Icur  cb.ant.  Autremtnt  la 
blame  public,  joint  a  leur  mc'contcareincnt,  feroit  fuffifant  pour 
les  reduire  au  de'efpoir."  Warburton. 
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Thefe  build  as  faft  as  knowledge  can  deftroy ; 

In  folly's  cup  ftill  laughs  the  bubble,  joy  j 

One  profped  loft,  another  ftill  we  gain  j 

And  not  a  vanity  is  giv'n  in  vain ;  290 

Ev'n  mean  Self-love  becomes,  by  force  divine. 

The  fcale  to  meafure  others'  wants  by  thine. 

See !  and  confefs,  one  comfort  ftill  muft  rife ; 

'Tis  this,  Tho'  Man's  a  fool,  yet  Gqd  is  wise. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  EPISTLE  ni. 

Of  the   Nature   and  Slate   of  Man    with   refpecl  to 

Society. 

I.  THE,  ivhole  Untverfe  one  fyfletn  of  Boc!c't\'y  Ver.  7,  &c. 
Nothing  made  wholly  for  itfelf,  nor  yet  wholly  for  another, 
Ver.  27.  The  happinefs  of  Animals  mutual)  Ver.  49, 
II.  Reafon  or  InflintSl  operate  alike  to  the  good  of  each  Indi- 
vtdualy  Ver.  79.  Reafon  or  Inftin£t  operate  alfo  to  Society^ 
in  all  animals  J  Ver.  109.  111.  How  far  Society  carried 
hy  Injiincly  Ver.  115.  How  much  farther  by  Reafn^  Ver. 
128.  IV.  Of  that  which  is  called  the  State  o/"  Nature, 
Ver.  144.  Reafon  injlrucled  by  InfinEl  in  the  Invention  cf 
Arts,  Ver.  166;  and  in  the  Forms  o/" Society,  Ver.  176. 

V.  Origin  of  Political  Societies^  Ver.  196.  Origin  of  Jl'To- 
tiarchyy    Ver.  207.       Patriarchal    Government^    Ver.  212. 

VI.  Origin  of  true  Religion  and  Government,  from  the  fame 
principle,  of  Love,  Ver.  231,  &c.  Origin  of  Superfition 
and  Tyranny,  from  the  fame  principle,  of  Fear,  Ver.  237, 
&c.  The  Infuence  of  Self-love  operating  to  the  focial  and 
public  Good,  Ver.  266.  Rejlorntion  of  true  Religion  and 
Government  on  their  f  if  principle,  Ver  285.  Alixed  Go- 
vernment, Ver.  288.  Various  Form.;  cf  each,  and  the  true 
end  cf  all,  Ver.  300,   3cc. 
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EPISTLE     ill. 

ERE  then  we  reft :  "  The  Univerfal  Caufe 
"  A£ts  to  one  end,  but  afts  by  various  laws/ 
In  all  the  madnefs  of  fuperfluous  health. 
The  trim  of  pride,  the  impudence  of  wealth. 


H 
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VARIATION  3. 

V«R.  t.  In  feveral  Edit,  in  4to. 

Learn,  Dulnefs,  learn  !  "  The  Univerfal  Caufe,"  &c. 

COMMENTARY. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  third  epiflle  of  the  Effay  on  Man.     It 
having  been  fhewn,  in  explaining  the  origin,  life*  and  end  of  the 
Paffions,  in  the  fecond  epiflle,  that  Man  hath  focial  as  well  as 
felfifh   Paflions,    that   doftrine   naturally   introduceth  the  thirdj 
which  treats  of  Man  as  a  social  animal ;  and  connefts  it  with  the 
fecond,  which  confidered  him  as  an  Individual.     And  as  the 
concluiion  from  the  fubjeft  of  the  firft;  cpiftle  made  the  introduc- 
tion to  the  fecond,  fo  here  again,  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond — 
"  (Ev'n  mean  Self-love  becomes,  by  force  divine, 
The  fcale  to  meafure  others'  wants  by  thine,)'* 
maketh  the  introduftion  to  the  third, 

*'  Here  then  we  rell :  The  Univerfal  Caufe 
AAs  to  one  end,  but  ads  by  various  laws.'* 
The  reafon  of  variety  in  thofe  laws,  which  tend  to  one  and  the  famt 
'■ndf  the  good  of  the  Whole  generaUyy  is,  becaufe  the  good  of  the 
Individual  is  likewife  to  be  provided  for ;  both  which  together 

make 

NOTES. 

Ver.  3.  fuperfluous  health^']  Immoderate  labour  and  immode- 
rate lludy  are  equally  the  impairers  of  health  :  They  whofe  ftation 
lets  them  above  both,  mull  needs  have  an  abundance  of  it,  which 
not  being  employed  in  the  common  fcrvice,  but  wafted  in  Luxury 
and  Folly,  the  Poet  properly  calls  ?ifuperfutiy.         Warburtov- 

H  % 
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Let  this  great  truth  be  prefent  night  and  day  j  5 

But  moft  be  prefent,  if  we  preach  or  pray. 

Look 

COMMENTARY. 

make  up  the  good  of  the  Whole  univerfally.     And  this  is  the  caufe 
(as  the  Poet  fays  elfewhere)  that 

"  Each  individual  feeks  a  fev'ral  goal." 
But,  to  prevent  our  rcfting  there,  God  hath  made  each  need  the 
afliftance  of  another  ;  and  fo 

*'  On  mutual  wants  built  mutual  happinefs." 
It  was  neceffary  to  explam  the  two  firll  lines,  the  better  to  fee 
the  pertinency  and  force  of  what  followeth  (from  ver.  2  to  7.), 
where  the  Poet  warns  fuch  to  take  notice  of  tliis  truth,  whofe 
circumftances  placing  them  in  an  imaginary  ftation  of  Independ- 
ence, and  inducing  a  real  habit  of  infenfibility  to  mutual  luants 
(from  which  wants  general  Plappinefs  refults),  make  them  but  too 
apt  to  overlook  the  true  fyftem  of  things  ;  viz.  the  men  in  full 
health  and  opulence.  This  caution  was  neccfTary  with  refpeA  to 
S<;ciety  ;  but  Hill  more  nccellary  with  refpeft  to  Religion  : 
Therefore  he  efpecially  recommends  the  memory  of  it  as  well  to 
(he  Clergy  as  Laity,  when  they  preach  or  pray ;  becaufe  the 
preacher  v/ho  doth  not  confider  the  Firll  Caufe  under  this  view,  as 
a  Being  confulting  the  good  of  the  Whole,  muft  needs  give  a  very 
'•.Hworthy  idea  of  him  ;  and  the  fupplicant,  who  prayeth  as  one 
not  related  to  a  whole,  or  indifierent  to  the  happinefs  of  it,  will 
iiot  only  pray  in  vain,  but  offend  hisj  Maker  by  neglcfting  the 
aitereih  of  his  difpenfation.  Warburton. 

NOTTS. 

Vfr.  3,  4,  5,  6.  M.  Du  Refuel,  not  feeing  into  the  admirable- 
purpofe  of  the  caution  contained  in  tliefe  four  lines,  hath  quite 
dropped  the  moll  material  circumdances  contained  in  the  laft  of 
them  ;  and,  what  is  worle,  for  the  fake  of  a  foolilh  antithefis,  hath 
deftroyed  th<Swliole  propriety  of  the  thought  in  the  two  firft  ;  and 
fo,  betwcerttioth,  hath  left  his  Author  neither  fenfe  nor  fyllem. 

"  Dans  le  fein  du  bonhcnr,  on  Je  Padvcrfte.'" 
Now  of  all  men,  thofe  in  advcrfity  have  leaft  need  of  this  caution, 
as  being  lead  apt  to  forget.  That  God  coTifults  the  good  of  the  luhole, 
and  provides  for  it  by  procuring  77:utual  happinefs  by  means  of  mutual 
nvants  ;  it  being  feen  that  fuch  who  yet  retain  the  fmart  of  any  frefii 
calamity,  are  moil  compaffionate  to  others  labouring  under  diflrefles, 
and  moil  prompt  and  ready  to  relieve  them.  Warburton. 
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Look  round  our  World ;  behold  the  chain  of  Love 
Combining  all  below  and  all  above* 
See  plaftic  Nature  working  to  this  end, 
The  fingle  atoms  each  to  other  tend^  to 

Attra6l,  attra£ted  to,  the!  next  in  place 
Form'd  and  impelled  its  neighbour  to  embrace. 
See  Matter  next,  with  various  life  endu'd, 
Prefs  to  one  centre  ftill,  the  general  Good^ 

See 

COMMfiNTARY. 

Ver.  7.  Looi  found  our  Worlds  ^f.]  He  now  introduceth  hi3 
fyftem  of  human  Sociability  (ver.  7,  8.),  by  rtiewing  it  to  be  thd 
dictate  of  the  Creator  ;  and  that  Man,  in  this,  did  but  follow  the 
example  of  general  Nature,  which  is  united  in  one  clofe  fyftem  01 
benevolence.  WarburtoN. 

Ve  r.  9.  See phjl'ic  Nature  ivorking  to  this  end,"]  This  he  proveth, 
JirJI  (from  ver.  8  to  13.),  on  the  noble  theory  of  Attradlion,  from 
the  economy  of  the  material  world ;  where  there  is  a  general  con- 
fpiracy  in  all  the  particles  of  Matter  to  work  for  one  end  ;  the  ufe» 
beauty,  and  harmony  of  the  whole  mafs.  Warburtok. 

Ver.  13.  See  Matter  next,  feV.]  The  fecond  argument,  (from 
ver.  12  to  27.),  is  taken  from  the  vegetable  and  animal  world  ; 
whofe  parts  ferve  mutually  for  the  produdliori,  fupport,  and  fuf- 
tentation  of  each  other. 

But  the  obfervation,  that  God  * 

"  Conneds  each  being,  greatcft  with  the  leaft ; 
Made  Bcaft  in  aid  of  Man,  and  Man  of  Beaft  j 
All  fcrv'd,  all  ferving"— 
awaking  again  the  pride  of  his  impious  adverfane?,  who  cannot 
bear  that  man  fliould  be  thought  K.o\it  fcrv'mg  as  well  asy^rt'f^;  he 
takes  this  occafion  again  to  humble  them  (from  ver.  26  to  49.)  by 
the  fame  kind  of  argument  he  had  i'o  fuccefsfuUy  employed  in  the 
firll  epifile,  and  which  the  comment  on  that  cpifllc  hath  confidcred 
at  large.  Warburtok- 

NOTES. 

Vi;r.  12.  Forni' d  and  mpeW iU  ^r.]  To  make  Matter  fo  cohere 
a»  to  fit  it  for  the  ufcs  intended  by  its  Creator,  a  proper  configura- 

H  4  tier. 
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See  dying  vegetables  life  fuflain,  1 5 

See  life  diflblving  vegetate  again : 
All  forms  that  perifh  other  forms  fupply, 
(By  turns  we  catch  the  vital  breath,  and  die,) 
Like  bubbles  on  the  fea  of  Matter  born. 
They  rife,  they  break,  and  to  that  fea  return.  2® 

Nothing 

NOTES. 

tion  of  its  infenfible  parts,  is  as  necefiary  as  that  quality  fo  equally 
and  univerfally  conftrred  upon  it,  called  Jlttra£lion.  To  exprefs 
the  firft  part  of  this  thought,  our  Author  fays  formed ;  and  to 
exprefs  the  latter,  impeWd.  Warburton. 

■  V'S.'i.,  \^.  See  dying  "Vegetables']  "Thus,  in  the  feveral  terreflrial 
forms,  a  refignation  is  required  ;  a  facrifice,  and  mutual  yielding 
of  nature,  one  to  another.  The  vegetables,  by  their  death, 
fuftain  the  animals  ;  and  the  anirnal  bodies  diffolved  enrich  the 
earth,  and  raife  again  the  vegetable  world.  The  numerous  infeft? 
are  reduced  by  the  fuperior  kinds  of  birds  or  beafts ;  and  thefe 
again  are  checked  by  man,  who,  in  his  turn,  fubmits  to  other 
natures,  and  refigns  his  form  a  facrifice  in  common  to  the  reft  of 
things."     Shafte/bury's  Morali^U  p.  131. 

In  a  letter  of  Dr.  Warburton,  tranfcribcd  from  the  manufcripts 
of  Dr.  Birch,  in  the  Britifh  Mufcum,  by  the  late  Mr.  Maty,  are 
thefe  remarkable  words  :  "  As  to  the  paffages  of  Mr.  Pope  that 
correfpond  with  Leibnitz,  you  know  he  took  them  from  Shaftcf- 
bury  ;  and  that  Shaftefbury  and  I^eibnitz  had  one  common  ori- 
ginal, Plato,  v;hofe  fylteni.  of  the  beft,  when  pufiied  as  far  as 
.Leibnitz  has  carried  it,  mufl  end  in  Fate."  A  llrange  opinion 
once  prevailed,  that  Leibnitz  was  not  ferious  in  his  Theodicce. 
Lc  Clerc  and  De  Maifeaux  were  of  this  opinion.  But  Mr.  Jour- 
dan,  in  his  entertaining  Voyage  Literaiie,  p.  150,  has  produced 
a  letter  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  Mr.  Le  Croze,  that  effec- 
tually deftroys  this  abfurd  fuppofition,  Warton*. 

Vf.r.  19,20.  Lihe  bullies,  i^c]  M.  Du  Refnel  tranflates  thefe 
two  lines  thus  : 

"  Sort  du  neant y  retitre,  et  reparoit  au  jour." 
He  is  licre,  indeed,   confiftertly  wrong  :  for  having  (as  we  faid} 
ir.iilaken  the  Pt>et'*  atcoimt  of  the  prfjcrvatkn  of  Maitir  for  the 

cnation 
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Nothing  is  foreign ;  Parts  relate  to  whole ; 

One  all-extending,  all-preferving  Soul 

Connefts  each  being,  greateft  with  the  leafl ; 

Made  Beaft  in  aid  of  Man,  and  Man  of  Bead ; 

All  ferv'd,  all  ferving  :  nothing  flands  alone ;  25 

The  chain  holds  on,  and  where  it  ends,  unknown. 

Has  God,  thou  fool !  work'd  folely  for  thy  good. 
Thy  joy,  thy  paftime,  thy  attire,  thy  food  ? 
Who  for  thy  table  feeds  the  wanton  fawn. 
For  him  as  kindly  fpread  the  flow'ry  lawn  :  3© 

Is  it  for  thee  the  lark  afccnds  and  fmgs  ? 
Joy  tunes  his  voice,  joy  elevates  his  wings. 
Is  it  for  thee  the  linnet  pours  his  throat  ? 
Loves  of  his  own  and  raptures  fwell  the  note. 

Hie 

NOTES. 

creation  of  it,  he  commits  the  very  fame  miflake  with  regard  to  the 
vegetable  and  animal  fyftcms  ;  and  fo  talks  now,  though  with  the 
lateft,  of  \.\\e  produdion  of  things  cut  of  nothing.  Indeed,  by  his 
fpcaking  of  tiidr  returning  into  nothing,  he  has  fnhjefted  his  Author 
to  M.  Du  Croufaz's  cenfiire.  "  Mr.  Pope  dtfcends  to  the  moft 
vulgar  prejudices,  when  he  tells  us  that  each  being  returns  to  nothing: 
the  Vulgar  think  that  what  difappcars  is  annihilated,"  &c.   Comm. 

/-.  221.  WARBURrON*. 

Vkr.  22.  Oiif  all-exttnJjfig,  aU-prefrving  Sovl"]  Which,  in  the 
language  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  is,  "  Deus  omnipntfcns  cfl,  roa 
per  virtutem  folam,  fed  ttiam  per  fubilantiam  :  nam  virtus  fine 
fuhrtantia  fuhiiltere  non  poteft."  Nenvt.  Princ.  Schol.  gen.  fub 
fin.  Warbl'rton. 

VfR.  23.    Connvrls  each  Icing, "^ 

Spiritus  intus  alit,  magno  ct  fe  corporc  mifcet.     V'i!-,  g. 

Vr.R.  23.  grcatift  with  the  leafl ;'\  As  a6ting  more  ihongly  and 
immediately  m  beails,  whofc  inftinit  is  plaifily  an  cxteii.ai  reafon  ; 
which  made  an  oldfchool-man  fay,  with  j^r^nt  elegance,  "  Ij>-.^i 
dl  anima  brutorum  :" 

"   In  tl'iii  'tis  God  dircdi" "/v  /.r;  i:  tr  r  jy. 
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The  bounding  fleed  you  pompoufly  beftride,  2)5 

Shares  with  his  lord  the  pleafure  and  the  pride. 
Is  thine  alone  the  feed  that  ftrews  the  plain  ? 
The  birds  of  Heav'n  fhall  vindicate  their  grain. 
Thine  the  full  harvefl  of  the  golden  year  ? 
Part  pays,  and  juftly,  the  deferving  fleer  :  40 

The  hog,  that  ploughs  not,  nor  obeys  thy  call. 
Lives  on  the  labours  of  this  Lord  of  all. 

Know,  Nature's  children  all  divide  her  care  ; 
The  fur  that  warms  a  monarch,  warm*d  a  bear. 
While  Man  exclaims,  "  See  all  things  for  my  ufe  !'* 
'*  See  man  for  mine  !'*  replies  a  pamper'd  goofe  :    46 

And 

NOTES. 

VER.43.  Knoiv,  Nature's  children  all']  The  poetry  of  thefe  lines 
is  as  beautiful  as  the  philofophy  is  folid.  "  They  who  imagine 
that  all  things  in  this  world  were  made  for  the  immediate  ufe  of 
Man  alone,  run  themfelves  into  inextricable  difficulties.  Man, 
indeed,  is  the  head  of  this  lower  part  of  the  creation  ;  and  perhaps 
it  was  defigned  to  be  abfolutcly  under  his  command.  But  that  all 
things  here  tend  direftly  to  his  own  ufe,  is,  I  think,  neither  eafy 
nor  neceffary  to  be  proved.  Some  manifeftly  fewe  for  the  food 
and  fupport  of  others,  whofe  fouls  may  be  neceirary  to  prepare  and 
prefcrve  their  bodies  for  that  purpofe,  and  may  at  the  fame  time 
be  happy  in  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  exiftcnce.  It  is  probable 
they  are  intended  to~^romote  each  other's  good  reclpvocaliy  :  Nay, 
Man  himfelf  contributes  to  the  happinefs,  and  betters  the  condi- 
tion of  the  brutes  in  ttvcral  refpccts,  by  cultivating  and  improving 
the  ground  ;  by  watching  the  feafor.s  ;  by  protcding  and  pro- 
viding for  them,  when  they  are  unable  to  protect  and  provide  for 
themfelves."  Thefe  are  the  words  of  Dr.  Law,  in  his  learned 
Commentary  on  King's  Origin  of  Evil,  firll  publiflied  in  Latin, 
1 70 1,  a  v.'ork  of  penetration  and  clofe  rcafoning  ;  which,  it  is 
remarkable,  Baylc  had  never  read,  but  only  fome  extratls  froni  it, 
when  he  firft  wrote  his  famous  article  of  the  Pauhcians,  in  his 
Dictionary.  Warton'. 
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And  jufl  as  fliort  of  reafon  he  mufl:  fall, 
Who  thinks  all  made  for  one,  not  one  for  all. 

Grant  that  the  powerful  ftill  the  weak  controul ; 
Be  Man  the  Wit  and  Tyrant  of  the  whole :  50 

Nature 

VAR  I  AT  ION  S. 

After  ver.  46.  in  the  former  Editions, 

What  care  to  tend,  to  lodge,  to  cram,  to  treat  him  ! 
All  this  he  knew  ;  but  not  that  'twas  to  eat  him. 
As  far  as  Goofe  could  jndge,  he  reafon'd  right ; 
But  as  to  Man,  miitook  the  matter  quite. 

COMMENTARY. 

VtR.  49.  Grdnt  that  the  pciv'rful  Jiill  the  tueal  controul ;'\  How- 
ever, hi?  adverfarits,  loth  to  give  up  the  queilion,  will  reafon  upon 
the  matter;  and  we  arc  now  to  fuppofe  them  objcfting  againil 

Providence  in  thij  manner, "  Wc  grant,  fay  they,  that  in  the 

irrational,  as  in  the  inanimate  creation,  all  is  fervcd,  and  all  i« 
Jervlng :  But,  with  regard  to  Man,  the  cafe  is  different  :  he 
ftandeth  fmgle :  For  his  Reafon  hath  endowed  him  both  with 
power  and  addrefs  fufficient  to  make  all  things  ferve  him  ;  and  his 
Self-love,  of  which  you  have  fo  largely  provided  for  him,  will 
indifpofe  him,  in  his  turn,  to  ferve  any  :  therefore  your  theory  isj 
imperfect."  Not  fo,  rephes  the  Poet  (from  ver.  48  to  79.).  I  grant 
that  Man,  indeed,  alTecls  to  be  the  Wit  and  Tyrant  of  the  whole, 
and  would  fain  fliake  off 

"  that  chain  of  love 
Combining  all  below  and  all  above  :" 

But 

NOTES. 

Ver.  45.  "  See  all  things  for  my  rf/^ /"]  On  the  contrar}-,  the 
wife  man  hath  faid,  The  Lord  hath  niade  all  things  for  hhnflf. 
Prov.  xvi.  4.  Warburton. 

Vfr.  46.  replies  a  pamper'' d goofe  ;]  Taken  from  Peter  Charron  : 
but  luch  a  familiar  and  burlefquc  image  is  improperly  introduced 
among  fuch  folid  and  fcrious  reflettions.  Warton, 

Ver.  50.  Be  Man  the  Wit  and  Tyrant  of  the  ivhole  :~\  Alluding 
to  the  lu'itty  fyilem  of  that  Philofopher,  which  made  Animah 
mere  Machines,  iiifenfible  of  pain  or  pleafure ;  and  fo  encouraged 
Men  in  the  cxcrcile  of  that  Tyranny  over  their  fellow-creatures 
confequeut  on  fuch  a  principle.  Warburtos. 
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Nature  that  Tyrant  checks ;  He  only  knows. 
And  helps,  another  creature's  wants  and  woes. 
Say,  will  the  falcon,  {looping  from  above, 
Smit  with  her  varying  plumage,  fpare  the  dove  ? 
Admires  the  jay  the  infeft's  gilded  wings  ?  ^^ 

Or  hears  the  hawk  when  Philomela  fings  ? 
Man  cares  for  all :  to  birds  he  gives  his  woods. 
To  beafts  his  paftures,  and  to  fifli  his  floods ; 
For  fome  his  Int*reil  prompts  him  to  provide. 
For  more  his  Pleafure,  yet  for  more  his  Pride :       60 

All 

COMMENTARY. 

But  Nature,  even  by  the  very  gift  of  Reafon,  checks  this  tyrant. 
For  Reafon  endowing  Man  with  the  ability  of  fetting  together  the 
memory  of  the  paft  with  his  conjectures  about  the  future  ;  and 
palt  misfortunes  making  him  apprehenfive  of  more  to  come,  this 
difpofcth  him  to  pity  and  relieve  others  in  a  ftate  of  fuffering. 
And  the  paflion  growing  habitual,  naturally  extendeth  its  effedls 
to  all  that  have  a  fenfe  of  fuffering.  Now  as  brutes  have  neither 
Man's  Reafon,  nor  his  inordinate  Self-love,  to  draw  them  from  the 
fyftem  of  beneficence  ;  fo  they  wanted  not,  and  therefore  have 
not,  this  human  fympathy  of  another's  mifery  :  By  which  paffion, 
we  fee,  thofe  qualities,  in  Man,  balance  one  another;  and  fo 
retain  him  in  that  orderly  connedtion,  in  which  Providence  hath, 
placed  its  whole  creation.  But  this  is  Jiot  all  :  Man's  intcreft  and 
amufement,  his  vanity  and  luxury,  tie  him  Hill  clofer  to  the  fyftem 
of  beneficence,  by  obliging  him  to  provide  for  the  fupport  of  other 
animals  ;  and  though  it  be,  for  the  moll  part,  only  to  devour  them 
with  the  greater  guft,  yet  this  does  not  abate  the  proper  happinefs 
of  tlie  animals  fo  preferved,  to  whom  Providence  hath  not  imparted 
the  itfelcfs  hwjjJedge  of  their  end.  Prom  all  which  it  appears,  that 
the  theory  is  yet  uniform  and  perfeft.  Warburton, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  5  r.  Nature  thai  Tyrant  checks  ;  j  What  an  exquifite  afTcm- 
blage  is  here  (down  to  ver.  70.)  of  deep  reflesftion,  humane  fenti- 
ments,  and  poetic  imagery  !  It  is  finely  obfervcd,  that  compaflion 
is  exclufively  the  property  <^  Maa  alouc.  Warton. 


Ep.III.  essay  on  man,  109 

All  feed  on  one  vain  patron,  and  enjoy 

Th'  extenfive  bleffing  of  his  luxury. 

That  very  life  his  learned  hunger  craves. 

He  faves  from  famine,  from  the  favage  faves  ; 

Nay,  feafts  the, animal  he  dooms  his  feaft,  65 

And,  till  he  ends  the  being,  makes  it  bleft  ; 

Which  fees  no  more  the  ftroke,  or  feels  the  pain. 

Than  favour*d  Man  by  touch  ethereal  flain. 

The  creature  had  his  feaft  of  life  before ; 

Thou  too  muft  perifli,  when  thy  feaft  is  o'er !  70 

To  each  unthinking  being,  Heav'n  a  friend. 
Gives  not  the  ufelefs  knowledge  of  its  end : 
To  Man  imparts  it,  but  with  fuch  a  view 
As,  while  he  dreads  it,  makes  him  hope  it  too : 
The  hour  concealed,  and  fo  remote  the  fear,  75 

Death  ftill  draws  nearer,  never  feeming  near. 
Great  ftanding  miracle !  that  Heav*n  affign'd 
Its  only  thinking  thing  this  turn  of  mind. 

II.  Whether  with  Reafon  or  with  Inftind  bleft. 
Know,  all  enjoy  that  pow'r  which  fuits  them  beft  ;  80 

To 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  79.    Whether  ivith  Reafon,  iffc.']   But  even  to  this  as  a 

caviller   would    ftill   objeft,    we   muft   fuppofe   he  does  fo. • 

"  Admit  (fays  he)  that  Nature  hath  endowed  all  animals,  whether 
human  or  brutal,  with  fuch  faculties  as  admirably  fit  them  to  pro- 
mote 

NOTES. 

Ver.  68.  Than  favoured  Man,  UcS]  Several  of  the  ancients, 
and  many  of  the  Orientals  fince,  efteemed  thofe  who  were  ftruck 
by  lightning  as  facred  perfons,  and  the  particular  favourites  of 
Heaven.  Pope. 

Ver.  68.  by  touch  cthenaljlain.']  The  cxpreflion  is  from  Milton. 

Warton- 
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To  blifs  alike  by  that  ^iredion  tend, 
And  find  the  means  proportion'd  to  their  end. 
Say,  where  full  Inftind  is  th'  unerring  guide. 
What  Pope  or  Council  can  they  need  befide  ? 
Reafon,  however  able,  cool  at  beffc,  85 

Cares  not  for  fervice,  or  but  ferves  when  preft. 
Stays  till  we  call,  and  then  not  often  near  j 
But  honefl  Inflind  comes  a  volunteer. 
Sure  never  to  o'erfhoot,  but  juft  to  hit  j 
While  flill  too  wide  or  fhort  is  human  Wit  j  90 

Sure 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  84.  in  the  MS. 

While  Man,  with  op'ning  views  of  various  ways 
Confounded,  by  the  aid  of  knowledge  ftrays; 
Too  weak  to  chufe,  yet  chufing  ftill  in  halle, 
One  moment  gives  the  pleafure  and  diilafte. 

COMMENTARY. 

mote  the  general  good  :  yet,  in  its  care  for  this,  hath  not  Nature 
negiefted  to  provide  for  the  private  good  of  the  individual  ?  "*  ,'e 
have  caufe  to  think  fhe  hath  ;  and  we  fuppofe,  it  was  on  this 
cxclufive  confideration,  that  flie  kept  back  from  brutes  the  gift 
of  Reafon  (fo  necefTary  a  means  of  private  happinefs),  bccaule 
Reafon,  as  we  find  in  the  cafe  of  Man,  where  there  is  occafion  for 
all  the  complicated  contrivance  you  have  defcribed  above,  to  make 
the  efFecls  of  his  Paflions  counter-work  the  immediate  powers  of 
his  Reafon,  in  order  to  keep  him  fubfervient  to  the  general  fyilem  ; 
Reafon,  we  fay,  naturally  tendeth  to  draw  Beings  into  a  private, 
independent  fyflem."  This  the  Poet  anfvvers,  by  fliewing  (from 
ver.  78  to  109.),  that  the  happinefs  of  animal  and  that  of  human 
life  are  widely  different :  the  happinefs  of  human  life  coufifting  in 
the  improvement  of  the  mind,  can  be  procured  by  Reafon  only  ; 
but  the  happinefs  of  animal  life  confifting  in  the  gratifications  of 
fenfe,  is  bell  promoted  by  InftinA.  And,  with  regard  to  the 
regular  and  conftant  operation  of  each  ;  in  thai,  Inftiuct  hath 
plainly  the  advantage  ;  for  here  God  diret^ls  immediately,  there 
only  mediately  through  Man.  Warburtux. 
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Sure  by  quick  Nature  happinefs  to  gain. 

Which  heavier  Reafon  labours  at  in  vain. 

This  too  ferves  always,  Reafon  never  long  ; 

One  mufl  go  right,  the  other  may  go  wrong. 

See  then  the  ading  and  comparing  pow'rs  95 

One  in  their  nature,  which  are  two  in  ours  5 

And  Reafon  raife  o*er  Inftind  as  you  can. 

In  this  *tis  God  direds,  in  that  'tis  Man. 

Who  taught  the  nations  of  the  field  and  wood 
To  fhun  their  poifon,  and  to  choofe  their  food  ?     1 00 

Prefclent, 

NOTE  S. 

Ver.  97.  j^nd  Reafon  ra'ife  o'er  Injiin8~\  Charron,  of  whom 
Pope  and  Boliiigbroke  were  fo  fond,  has  treated  this  fubjeft  with 
fo  much  freedom  of  thought,  and  endeavoured  to  raife  InlUnc^ 
fo  much  above  Reafon,  that  Stanhope,  his  tranflator,  deemed  it 
ncceflary  to  obvi?.te  the  tendency  of  his  tenets,  by  a  long  Appen- 
dix to  the  34th  chapter  of  the  firil  book.  It  appears  a  httle  ftrange, 
that  fo  orthodox  a  divine  as  Stanhope  fliould  trandate  two  books 
that  are  fuppofed  to  favour  hbertinifm  and  fcepticifm — the  Wif- 
dom  of  Charron,  and  the  Maxims  of  Rochefoucault.  Bayle  ha? 
dated  the  difficulties,  that  arife  in  accounting  to  the  actions  of 
brutes,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and  force  of  argument. 

Father  Bougeant's  little  treatifc  on  the  Language  of  Beafts  is 
an  amufing  work  ;  in  which  he  has  placed  the  notion  of  Des  Cartes, 
that  they  are  mere  machines,  in  a  ihong  light,  as  well  as  the  dif- 
ficulties that  arife  from  the  opinion  of  their  having  immortal  fouls. 
Bougeant  was  fevertly  cenfured  by  his  brother  jefuits  for  this  little 
work.  He  had  better  have  kept  to  pohtics.  He  wrote  the  Hif- 
lory  of  the  Treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Poftcrity  will  look  on  this  as 
a  curious  work  ;  the  llatc  of  Europe- being  now  to  totally  changed, 
this  hiilory  will  read  like  a  romance.  Warton. 

Vkr.  99.  Who  taught']  This  paffagc  is  highly  finiAicd :  fuch 
objefts  are  more  fuited  to  the  nature  of  poetry  than  ablbaft  ideas. 
Every  verb  and  epithet  has  here  a  dcfcriptive  force.  We  find 
more  imagery  from  thcfe  lines  to  the  end  of  the  epiillc,  than  ia 
any  other  parts  of  this  Efl'ay.     The  origin  of  the  conueclions  in 

7  focial 
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Prefclent,  the  tides  or  tempefts  to  withftand, 
Build  on  the  wave,  or  arch  beneath  the  fand  ? 
Who  made  the  fpider  parallels  defign. 
Sure  as  De-moivre,  without  rule  or  line  ? 
Who  bid  the  ftork,  Columbus-like,  explore  105 

Heav'ns  not  his  own,  and  worlds  unknown  before  ? 
Who  calls  the  council,  ftates  the  certain  day. 
Who  forms  the  phalanx,  and  who  points  the  way  ? 

III.  God,  in  the  nature  of  each  being,  founds 
Its  proper  blifs,  and  fets  its  proper  bounds :  110 

But 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  109.  God,  in  the  Jialure  of  each  he'mg,  lfjc.'\  The  Author 
now  Cometh  to  the  main  fubjeft  of  his  cpiftle,  the  proof  of  Man's 
Sociability,  from  the  two  general  focicties  compofed  by  him  ; 
the  natural^  fubjetl  X.o  paternal  authority  ;  and  the  civil,  fubjeft  to 
that  of  a  magijlrate.  This  he  hath  the  addrefs  to  introduce,  from 
what  had  preceded,  in  fo  caly  and  natural  a  manner,  as  (lieweth 
him  to  have  the  art  of  giving  all  the  grace  to  the  dryncls  and 
feverity  of  jMethod,  as  well  as  wit  to  tlie  llrength  and  depth  of 
Rcafon.  The  philofophic  nature  of  his  work  requiring  he  fhould 
fhcw  by  what  means  thofe  Societies  were  introduced,  this  affords 
him  an  opportunity  of  Aiding  gracefully  and  eahly  from  the  preli- 
minaries into  the  main  fubject;  and  fo  of  giving  his  work  that  per- 
fe£iion  of  method,  which  we  find  only  in  the  compofitions  of  great 
writers.  For  having  juil  before,  though  to  a  different  purpofe, 
defcribed  the  power  of  bcflial  Inftinft  to  attain  the  happinefs  of 
the  Indiindual,  he  goeth  on,  in  fpeaklng  of  Inliindl  as  it  is  fer- 
viceable  both  to  that,  and  to  the  A^/V:J  (from  ver.  io8  to  147.),  to 
illuftrate  the  original  of  Society.  He  flieweth,  that  though,  as  he 
had  before  obferved,  God  had  founded  the  proper  bhfs  of  each 

creature 

NOTES. 

focial  life,  the  account  of  the  Hate  of  nature,  the  rife  and  effe6ts 
of  fuperllition  and  tyranny,  and  the  reftoration  of  true  religion  and 
juft  government ;  all  thefe  ought  to  be  mentioned  as  paffages  that 
defcrve  high  applaufe,  nay,  as  fonic  of  the  mod  exalted  pieces  of 
Eagl'fli  poetry.  Warton. 
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But  as  he  fram'd  the  Whole,  the  Whole  to  blefs. 

On  mutual  Wants  built  mutual  Happinefs : 

So  from  the  firft,  eternal  Order  ran, 

And  creature  linked  to  creature,  man  to  man. 

Whatever  of  life  all-quick'ning  ether  keeps,  115 

Or  breathes  thro'  air,  or  ihoots  beneath  the  deeps. 

Or  pours  profufe  on  earth,  one  nature  feeds 

The  vital  flame,  and  fwells  the  genial  feeds. 

Not  man  alone,  but  all  that  roam  the  wood. 

Or  wing  the  iky,  or  roll  along  the  flood,  120 

Each  loves  itfelf,  but  not  itfelf  alone. 

Each  fex  defires  alike,  till  two  are  one. 

Nor  ends  the  pleafure  with  the  fierce  embrace ! 

They  love  themfelves,  a  third  time,  in  their  race. 

Thus  beafl:  and  bird  their  common<harge  attend,  135 

The  mothers  nurfe  it,  and  the  fires  def«tid  j 

The  young  difmifsM  to  wander  earth  or  air. 

There  flops  the  Inflind,  and  there  ends  the  care ; 

The 

COM  M  E  N  T  AR". 

creature  in  the  nature  of  its  own  cxillenre  ;  yet  thefe  not  being 
iu.lcpendciit  individiuil'^,  but  partn  of  a  Whole,  God,  to  blefs  that 
Whole,  built  mutual  haiipincfs  on  mutual  wants :  Now,  for  the 
fupply  of  mutual  wants,  creatures  muft  neceflarily  come  together  ; 
which  ii  the  full  ground  of  Society  amgnglt  Men.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  th.it  called  n,U:ira/,  fubjcft  to  paternal  authority,  and 
arifjiig  from  the  union  of  the  two  fcxes ;  dcfcribes  the  imperfect 
image  of  it  in  brutes  ;  then  explains  it  at  large  in  all  its  caufts  and 
eiTed3.  And  lailly  ihews,  thut,  as  in  faH,  like  mere  animal 
Society,  it  is  founded  and  prefcrvid  by  mutual  want";,  the  fupplial 
of  which  caufeth  mutual  happinefs  ;  fo  it  is  likew.fe  in  right,  as  a 
rational  Society,  by  equity,  gratitude,  and  the  obfervance  of  the 
relation  of  things  in  general.  Warbi  rton. 

\0L.  III.  1 
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The  link  difiblves,  each  feeks  a  frefli  embrace, 
Another  love  fucceeds,  another  race.  130 

A  longer  care  Man's  helplefs  kind  demands ; 
That  longer  care  contracls  more  lading  bands  : 
Refledion,  Reafon,  ftill  the  ties  improve. 
At  once  extend  the  int'refl,  and  the  love  ; 
With  choice  we  fix,  with  fympathy  we  burn  ;         135 
Each  Virtue  in  each  Paffion  takes  its  turn  ; 
And  ftill  new  needs,  new  helps,  new  habits  rife, 
That  graft  benevolence  on  charities. 
Still  as  one  brood,  and  as  another  rofe, 
Thefe  nat'ral  love  maintain'd,  habitual  thofe  :         140 
The  laft,  fcarce  ripen'd  into  perfed  Man, 
Saw  helplefs  him  from  whom  their  life  began  : 
Mem'ry  and  forecafl  jiift  returns  engage. 
That  pointed. back  to  youth,  this  on  to  age  ; 
While  pleafure,  gratitude,  and  hope,  combin'd,      145 
Still  fpread  the  int'reft,  and  prefecv'd  the  kind. 
IV.  Nor  think,  in  Nature's  State  they  blindly 
trod  ; 


The  State  of  Nature  was  the  reign  of  God 


Self- 
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Veh.  1.17.  j\'or  thhii,  hi  Natuke's  State  thty  lUudly  trod;'] 
But  the  Atlicill  arid  Hobbill,  againil  whom  Mr.  Pope  argueth, 
clciiy  the  principle  of  PJ^fht,  or  of  natural  Juflice,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  civil  compact ;  v.'hich,  they  fay,  gave  being  to  it :  And 
ucc(M-dingly  have  had  the  effiontcry  publicly  to  declare,  that  ajlate 
of  Nature  -zvas  ajlatc  of  War.  This  quite  fubvcrteth  the  Poet's 
luilural  iSocietv  ;  therefore,  (lifter  this  account  of  that  ftate,  he 
proccedcth  to  fupport  the  reality  of  it,  by  overthrowing  the 
oppngn-.nit  principle  of  no  natural  ^njl'tcc  ;  which  he  doth   (from- 

vcr. 
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Self-love  and  Social  at  her  birth  began. 

Union  the  bond  of  all  things,  and  of  Man.  150 

Pride  then  was  not ;  nor  Arts,  that  Pride  to  aid  j 

Man  walk'd  with  beaft,  joint-tenant  of  the  fhade; 

The  fame  his  table,  and  the  fame  his  bed  ; 

No  murder  cloathM  him,  and  no  murder  fed. 

In  the  fame  temple,  the  refounding  wood,  155 

All  vocal  beings  hymn'd  their  equal  God  : 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

ver.  146  to  169.),  by  fliewing,  in  a  fine  defcription  of  the  ftate  of 
Innocence,  as  reprefentcd  in  Scripture,  that  a  flate  of  Nature 
way  fo  far  from  being  without  natural  Juftice,  that  it  was,  at  firft, 
tJic  n-i^u  of  GoJ,  wliere  Right  and  Truth  univerfally  prevailed. 

WarBUPvTON. 
NOT  i;  s. 

Ver.  152.  JlTan  nvalk'd  iv'tih  hcajl,']   Lucretius,  agreeably  to 
his  more  uncomfortable  fyftem,  has  prefented  us  with  a  different 
and  more  horrid  picture  of  this  ftate  of  Nature.     The  calamitous 
condition  of  Man  is  exhibited  by  images  of  much  energy  and  wild- 
nefs  of  fancy  ;  fee  ver.  980.  book  v.  ;  and  particularly  when  he 
reprefents,  at  ver.  991.  fome  of  thefe  wretched  mortals  mangled 
by  the  wild  hearts,  into  whofe  caverns  they  had  retreated  for  flielter 
in  tcnipeftuotis  feafons,  and  running  diftrafted  with  pain  through 
the  woods,  with  their  wounds  undreiTed  and  putrifying  : 
—  tremulns  fupcr  ulcera  tctra  tenentes 
Palmas,  liorriteris  uccibant  vocibus  Orcum.. 
Pain  is  moll  forcibly  exprcffed  by  theadion  here  defcribed,  and 
by  tlie  epithet  "tremulas."  Warton. 

Vkr.  156.  yfll  vocal  he'mgs,  lyc.~\   This  may  be  well  explained 
by  a  fnblimc  paffage  of  the  Pfalmirt,  who,  calling  to  mind  the  age 
of  Ii:nocence,  and  full  of  the  great  ideas  of  thofe 
"  Chains  of  Love 
Combining  all  below  and  all  al)ove, 
Which  to  one  point,  and  to  one  centre  bring, 
Br\st.  Man,  or  Angfl,  Servant,  Lonl,  or  King ;" 

I   2  breaks 
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The  fhrliie  with  gore  unftain*d,  with  gold  undreft, 

Unbrib'd,  unbloody,  flood  the  blamelefs  prieft : 

Heav'n*s  attribute  was  Univerfal  Care, 

And  Man*s  prerogative  to  rule,  but  fpare.  i6o 

Ah  !  how  unlike  the  Man  of  times  to  come !     . 

Of  half  that  live  the  butcher  and  the  tomb  ; 

Who,  foe  to  Nature,  hears  the  gen'ral  groan. 

Murders  their  fpecies,  and  betrays  his  own. 

But  juft  difeafe  to  luxury  fucceeds,  165 

And  ev'ry  death  its  own  avenger  breeds ; 

The  Fury-paflions  from  that  blood  began. 

And  turn'd  on  Man  a  fiercer  favage,  Man. 

Sec 

sorts. 

Drei\ks  out  into  lin^  rapturous  and  divine  apoftroplic,  to  call  back 
the  devious  Creation  to  its  priltine  leClitudc .;  that  very  ftate 
our  author  dcfcribes  above  :  "  Praife  the  Lord,  all  angels ; 
praife  him,  ail  ye  hofts.  Praife  ye  him,  fun  and  moon  ;  praife 
>iifri.  all  ye  flars  of  light,"  &:c.      Pfalm  cxlviii. 

Warburto^. 

V'fR.  15;.  Undrejl,  unhiib'd,  unbloody, "^^  Alliteration  is  here 
lied  with  cffeol-.  But  ih  th?  aiTertion  confident  with  the  ufiiiil 
ntcrpretation  of  the  Scripture  account  of  the  origin  of  facrifice  ? 

Warton. 

VtR.  158.  Unlrib'J,  unbloody,  y..]  i.e.  the  ftate  defcribcd 
tVom  ver.  2C2  to  261}.  was  not  yet  arrived.  For  then,  when  Sn- 
pcrllition  was  become  fo  extreme  as  to  bribe  the  Gods  with  human 
f.icrijicfs  ;  Tyranny  became  neccffitated  to  woo  the  prieft  for  a 
hivourable  anfwer.  Warbu-rton. 

Vr.R.  162.  The  butcher  and  the  tomb  ;"]  Plutarch  has  written  a 
trcatife  againft  animal  food  ;  torn.  ii.  995.  Thomfon,  with 
hjj  iifual  tendcrnefs,  has  done  the  fame  ;  Spring,  v.  330. 

Warton. 
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See  him  from  Nature  rifmg  flow  to  Art ! 
To  copy  Inflind  then  was  Reafon's  part ;  170 

Thus 

COM  M  ENTARY. 

Ver.  169.  See  him  from  Nature  rifmg  Jloiu  to  Art i'\  Strift 
method  (in  which,  by  this  time,  the  reader  finds  the  Poet  to  be 
more  converfant,  than  fome  were  aware  of)  leads  him  next  to 
fpeak  of  that  Society,  vyhich  fucceeded  the  Natural,  namely  the 
C'w'tl.  He  lirft  explains  (from  ver.  168  to  199.)  the  intermediatf: 
means  which  led  Mankind  from  natural  to  civil  Society.  Thefc 
were  the  invention  and  improvement  of  Arts.  For  while  men 
lived  in  a  mere  ilate  of  l^ature,  there  was  no  need  of  any  othet 
government  than  the  Paternal  ;  but  when  Arts  were  found  out 
and  improved,  then  that  more  perfcft  form,  under  the  dire(5lion  of 
a  Magiitrate,  became  ncccfiary  :  And  for  thefe  rcafons  ;  firfl,  to 
bring  thofe  Arts,  already  found,  to  perfection  ;  and,  fecondly,  to 
fecure  the  produA  of  them  to  thtir  rightful  proprietors.  The 
Poet,  therefore,  comes  now,  as  we  fay,  to  the  invention  of  h  rts  ; 
but  being  always  intent  on  the  great  end  for  which  he  wrote  hi« 
Effay,  namely  to  mortify  that  Pride  which  occafions  all  the 
impious  complaints  againft  Providence  ;  he  fpcaks  of  thefe  inven- 
tions as  only  leflbns  learnt  of  mere  animals  guided  by  Inftindl : 
and  thus,  at  the  fame  time,  gives  a  new  inflance  of  the  wonderful 
Providence  of  God,  v/ho  hath  continued  to  teach  mankind  in  a  way, 
rot  only  proper  to  humble  human  pride,  but  to  raife  our  idea  of 
divine  wifdom  to  the  higheil  pitch.  This  he  does  in  ^ profopopaia 
the  moil  fublime  that  ever  entered  into  the  human  imagination  ; 
Thus  then  to  Man  the  voice  of  Nature  fpake  : 
"  Go,  from  the  Creatures  thy  initruftions  take,  he. 
"  And  for  thofe  Arts  mere  Inllihtl  could  afford, 
"  Be  crown'd  as  Monarchs,  or  as  Gods  ador'd." 
The  delicacy  of  the  Poet's  addrcfs  in  the  firit  part  of  the  laft  line, 
is  very  remarkable.  In  this  paragraph  he  hath  given  an  account 
of  thofe  intermediate  nican<;,  which  led  Men  from  natural  to  civil 
Society,  that  is  to  fay,  the  invention  and  improvement  of  Arts. 
Now  here,  on  hia  conclulion  of  tliis  account,  and  on  his  entry  upon 
the  dcfcriptiou  of  civil  Society  itfclf,  hcconne<Ss  the  two  parts  the 
moft  gracefully  that  can  be  conceived,  by  this  true  hiilorical  cir- 
cumftance,  tliat  it  was  the  invention  of  thoff  Arts  which  raifed  t<» 
the  Magiftracy,  jn  this  new  Society  fo.-^n-.rd  iar  tlie  perfecting  of 
them.  T/ar  B'-p. Tov 

»  3 
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Thus  then  to  Man  the  voice  of  Nature  fpake — 
"  Go,  from  the  Creatures  thy  inftruftions  take: 

"  Learn 


Ver..  171.    Thus  then  to  Man  the  vr/ice  of  Nature  fpake ^ 

Go,  Effc.] 
M.  Du  Refnel  has  tranflated  the  lines  thus : 
"  La  Nature  indigne  alors  fe  fit  entendre  ; 
*'  Va,  malheureux  mortel,  va,  lui  dit  elle,  apprendre." 
One  would  wonder  what  fhould  make   the  Trandator  reprefent 
Nature  in  fuch  a  paffion  with   Man,  and  calling  him  names,  at  a 
time  when  Mr.  Pope  fiippofed  her  in  her  beft  good-humour. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  17  r.  "Jhevolcsof  Nature~\  The  profopopncia  is  magnificent, 
and  the  occafion  important,  no  lefs  than  the  origin  of  the  arts  of 
life.  Nature  is  perfonified  by  Lucretius,  and  introduced  fpeaking 
with  fuitable  majefty  and  elevation  :  She  is  chiding  her  foolifli  and 
ungrateful  children  for  their  vain  and  impious  difcontent : 

"  Quid  tibi  tantopere  elt,  mortalis,  quod  nimis  segris 

Luflibus  indulges  ?  quid  mortem  congemis,  ac  fles  ? — 

Aufer  abhinc  lacrymas,  barathro  et  compefce  querelas." 

There  is  an  authoritative  air  in  the  brevity  of  this  fentence,  as  alfo 

in  the  concluding  line  of  her  fpeech  ;  and  particularly  in  the  very 

lafh  words  : 

*'  yEquo  animoquc,  agedum,  jam  aliis  concede  : — nccefTe  eft." 

This  fine  profopopceia  in  our  Author  is  not,  as  Dr.  Warburton 
alTerted,  the  moll  fublime  that  ever  entered  into  the  human  ima- 
gination, for  vvc  fee  Lucretius  uied  it  before. 

The  Romans  have  left  us  fcarcely  any  piece  of  poetrj-  fo  ftri- 
king  and  original  as'the  beginning  and  piogrefs  of  i\)ts,  at  the  end 
of  the  fifth  book  of  Lucretius  ;  who  perhaps,  of  all  the  Roman 
poets,  had  the  llrongeft  imagination.  The  Perfians  diftinguiili 
the  difTfrent  degrees  oi  Fancy  in  different  Poets,  by  calling  them 
Pauiters  or  Sculptors.  Lucretius,  from  the  force  of  liit;  images, 
fhould  be  ranked  amorg  tne  latter.  Ke  is  in  truth  a  Sculptor 
Poet.  His  imag.s  have  a  bold  relief.  Of  this  noble  prolopopaia 
in  Lucretius,  Audiioa  iecms  to  have  thought,  in  a  wcil-knov/n 
paffage  of  Cato  : 

«  All  Nature  cnco  aloud 

Thro'  a]I  her  "Ss'ojks."— Vv'arton. 
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"  I^earn  from  the  birds  what  food  the  thickets  ^ield  ; 
"  Learn  from  the  beads  the  phyfic  of  the  field ;    - 
"  Thy  arts  of  building  from  the  bee  receive ;         175 
"  Learn  of  the  mole  to  plough,  the  worm  to  weave ; 
"  Learn  of  the  little  Nautilus  to  fail, 
"  Spread  the  thin  oar,  and  catch  the  driving  gab. 

"  Here 

NOTES. 

Vkr.  173.  J.earn  from  the  birds,  ^r.]  It  is  a  caution  com- 
monly pra6tifcd  amonglt  Navi^rators,  when  tlirown  upon  a  dcfert 
toad,  and  in  want  of  rcfrefhments,  to  obferve  what  fruits  have 
been  touclicd  by  the  Birds  ;  and  to  venture  on  thefe  without  fur- 
ther licfitation.  Pope. 

V;:r.  173,  Learn  from  the  lirds'^  Taken,  but  finely  improved, 
from  Bacon's  Advancement  of  Learninor,  p.  ^.8.  "  They  who 
difcourfe  of  the  inventions  and  originals  of  things,  refer  them 
rather  to  Beads,  Birds,  and  Fifhes,  and  Serpents,  tlian  to  Men. 
So  that  it  was  no  marvaile  (the  manner  of  antiquity  being  to  ccn- 
fecratc  Inventors)  that  t!ic  Egyptians  had  fo  few  human  idols  in 
their  temples,  but  almod  all  brute.  Who  taught  the  raven  in  a 
drouglit  to  throw  pebbles  into  a  hollow  tree  when  flic  fpied  water, 
that  the  water  might  rife  fo  as  flie  might  come  to  it  ?  Who  taught 
the  bee  to  fayle  thro'  fuch  a  vad  fea  oi  air,  and  to  find  the  way 
Irom  a  field  in  flower  a  great  way  off  to  her  hive  ?  Who  tauglit 
the  ant  to  bite  every  graine  of  corne  fhc  burieth  in  her  hill,  lead 
it  lliould  take  roote  and  grow  :"  See,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
attions,  the  marvellous  account  of  tlie  white  ants  in  Afnca,  and 
their  buildings  and  arts. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  Solomon,  in  the  Proverb^, 
when  he  fpeaks  of  the  wonderful  indinds  of  certain  animals,  i^^cs 
not  mention  the  bee.  Wartiv. 

ViK,.  174.  Lctirn  from  the  he([ft.<,  tV.]  Sr.e  Pliny's  A'/.',  //y/. 
l.viii.  c.  27.  where  fevcral  indances  are  given  of  .Aniir.aU  (".ifco- 
vering  the  medicinal  cfilcacy  of  herbs,  by  their  own  ute  of  them  ; 
and  pointing  out  to  fomc  operations  in  the  art  of  healing,  by  their 
own  praAiec.  Warbirton. 

VtR.177.  I. earn  of  the  lilllr  Natililti.^,  y.,-.]  Oppian  Halicut, 
lib.  i.  defcribes  tr.is  fi.'li  in  the  following  manner  ;  "  They  fwim 
on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  on  the  back  of  their  fhells,  which  exadtly 
refemble  the   hulk   of  a  ihip  ;  tliey   raife   two  feet  like  mads,  and 

I  4  extend 
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"  Here  too  all  forms  of  focial  union  find, 

"  And  hence  let  Reafon,  late,  inftrud  Mankind : 

**  Here  fubterranean  works  and  cities  fee ;  1 8  t 

"  There  towns  aerial  on  the  waving  tree. 

"  Learn  each  fmall  People's  genius,  policies, 

*'  The  Ants*  republic,  and  the  realm  of  Bees ; 

"  How  thofein  common  all  their  wealth  bellow,    185 

"  And  Anarchy  without  confufion  know  ; 

"  And  thefe  for  ever,  tho'  a  Monarch  reign, 

*'  Their  fep*rate  cells  and  properties  maintain. 

"  Mark  wjiat  unvary'd  laws  preferve  each  ftate, 

"  Laws  wife  as  Nature,  and  as  fix'd  as  Fate.         19c 

"  In  vain  thy  Reafon  finer  webs  Ihall  draw, 

*'  Entangle  Juftice  in  her  net  of  Law, 

"  And  right,  too  rigid,  harden  into  wrong, 

"  Still  for  the  flrong  too  weak,  the  weak  too  ftrong. 

*'  Yet  go  !  and  thus  o'er  all  the  creatures  fway,      195 

"  Thus  let  the  wifer  make  the  reft  obey  ; 

"  And  for  thofe  Arts  mere  Inftincl  could  afford, 

**  Be  crown'd  as  Monarchs,  or  as  Gods  ador'd.** 

V.  Great 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  197.  In  the  firft  Editions, 

Who  for  thofe  Arts  theyleani'd  of  Brutes  before, 
As  Kings  Ihall  crown  them,  or  as  Gons  adore. 
*•  Les   Sauvages  racontcnt  que  ce  fut  Michabou  (les  Died  dcb 
EauxJ   q^ii  apprit  a  leurs   Ancetres  k  pccher,  qu'il   inventa  lea 
Rets,  et  que  ce  fut  la  toile  d'ARAiGNEE,  quilui  en  donne  I'idee." 

'Journal  d'un   Voyage  dans  V Amerique  Sept.  par  Charlevoix. 

Vol.  V.  p.  417.    Par.  1744.  8vo.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

fxtend  a  membrane  between,  which  ferves  as  a  fail  ;  the  other  two 
feet  they  employ  as  oars  at  the  fide.  They  are  ufually  feen  in  tlie 
Mediterranean."  Pope. 
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V.  Great  Nature  fpoke ;  obfervant  Meii  obey'd ; 
Cities  were  built,  Societies  were  made :  200 

Here  rofe  one  little  ft  ate ;  another  near 
Grew  by  like  means,  and  joinM,  thro'  love  or  fear. 
Did  here  the  trees  with  ruddier  burthens  bend. 
And  there  the  ftreams  in  purer  rills  defcend  ? 
What  War  could  ravifh,  Commerce  could  beflow. 
And  he  returned  a  friend,  who  came  a  foe.  206 

Converfe  and  Love  mankind  may  ftrongly  draw. 
When  Love  was  Liberty,  and  Nature  Law. 

Thus 

VARIATIONS. 

V^FR.  201.  Here  rofe  one  little Jlate,  cfc]   In  the  MS.  thus: 
The  neighbours  leagu'd  to  guard  their  common  fpot ; 
And  Love  was  Nature's  diftate  ;  Murder,  not. 
For  ^\'ant  alone  eaci*  animal  contends ; 
Tigers  with  Tigers,  that  remov'd,  are  friends. 
Plain  Nature's  wants  the  common  mother  crown'd. 
She  pour'd  her  acorns,  herbs,  and  llrearas  around. 
No  Treafure  then  for  rapine  to  invade  ; 
What  need  to  fight  for  fun-fliine,  or  for  (hade  ? 
And  half  the  caufe  of  contell  was  remov'd,  , 

When  beauty  could  be  kind  to  all  who  lov'd. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  199.  Great  Nature  f pole ;~\  After  all  this  nereffary  pre- 
paration, the  Poet  (hews  (from  ver.  198  to  209.)  how  civil 
Society  followed,  and   the   advantages  it  produced. 

War  BURTON. 

NOT  ES. 

Ver.  208.   When  Love  nvas  Liberty i~\  i.  e.  When  men  had  no 

need  to  guard  their  native  liberty  from  their  governors  by  civil 

paclionr, ;  the  love  which   each  maftcr  of  a  family  had  for  thofc 

■  Mider  his  care  being  their  bell  fccurity.  War  burton. 

Vkr.  208.   IVh.'re  Love  luas  L'derty,'] 

*•  Where  Love  is  Liberty,  and  Nature  Law." 

Kloifa  to  Abclard. 
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Thus  States  were  form'd ;   the  name   of  King  un- 

c  ,r.       known. 

Till  common  int*refl  plac*d  the  fway  in  one.  2 1  o 

'Twas  VjRTUfi  ONLY  (or  in  arts  or  arms, 

Diffufir^  bldlings,  or  averting  harms) 

The  fame"  which  in  a  Sire  the  Sons  obey'd, 

A  Pnnce  thfc  Fatlier  of  a  People  made. 

VI.  Till 

COMMtNTARY. 

Ver'.  209.  "jfln/s  States  were  form'' d ;~\  Having  thus  explained 
the  original  of  Ctvil  Society,  he  (hevs  us  next  (from  ver.  208  to 
2I5«),  that  to  this  Society  a  ci'vil  magijlrate,  properly  fo  called,  did 
belong  :  And  this  in  confutation  of  that  idle  hypothefis,  which 
pretends  that  God  conferred  the  regal  title  on  the  Fathers  of 
familica;  .from  'wiience  men,  when  they  had  inilituted  Society, 
were  to  fetch  their  Governors.  On  the  contrary,  our  Author 
fhews,  that  a  King  was  unknown,  till  common  intereft,  which 
led  men  to  inftitute  civil  government,  led  them  at  the  fame  time  to 
inftitute  a  Governor.  However,  that  it  is  true  that  the  fame  wif- 
dom  or  valonr,  which  gained  regal  obedience  from  fons  to  the  fire, 
procured  kings  a  paternal  authority,  and  made  them  confidered  as 
fathers  of  their  people.  Which  probably  was  the  original  (and, 
while  miftaken,  continues  to  be  the  chief  fupport)  of  that  flavifli 
error:  Antiquity  reprefenting  its  earlieft  monarchs  under  the  idea 
of  a  common  father,  -nro.'ir-o  dvofUv.  Afterv/ai-ds,  indeed,  they  became 
a  kind  of  fofter-fathers,  ct-oj/xsva  X«iv,  as  Homer  calls  one  of  them  : 
Till  at  length  they  began  to  devour  that  flock  they  had  been  fo 
long  accuftomed  to  fliear  ;  and,  as  Plutarch    fays  of  Cecrops,   Ik 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  211.  ^Tii^as  Virtue  only,  iS^c.']  Our  y\uthor  liath  good 
awthority  for  this  account  of  the  origin  of  kiiiglhip.  Arillotle 
affures  us,  that  it  was  Virtue  only,  or  in  arts  or  arms  :   KKG/ral.-'t 

i  »aO'  iiZteoxr.v  TOi«Ty  y  r. h';.  W  A R  3  U  R T O N . 

Ver.  214.  j1  Prince  the  Falbcr^   Joiuville  relates,  that  lie  had 

fretjuently  ften  St.  Louis,  aflcr  having;  heard  niafs  iu  the  fummer, 

feat 
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VI.  Till  then,  by  Nature  crown'd,  each  PatriarQi 
fate,  415 

King,  prieft,  and  parent  of  his  growing  ftate  ; 

On 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  215.  Till  then,  by  Nature  rroivn'dt  Ss'r.2  The  Poet  now 
returns  (at  ver.  215  to  241.)  to  what  he  had  left  unfinifhcd  in  his 
defcription  of  natural  Society.  This,  which  appears  irregular,  is, 
indeed,  a  fine  inftance  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  method.  I 
will  explain  it  : 

This  third  epiftle,  we  fee,  confiders  Man  with  refpeft  to 
Society  ;  the  fecond,  with  refpe<^  to  Himself  ;  and  thefourth, 
with  refpeft  to  Happiness.  But  in  none  of  thefe  relations  does 
the  Poet  ever  lofe  fight  of  him  under  that  in  which  he  ftands  to 
God  :  It  will  follow,  therefore,  that  fpesking  of  him  with  refpeft 
to  Sodely,  the  account  would  be  moft  imperfect,  weve  he  not  at 
the  fame  time  confidered  with  refpe<5.t  to  his  Religion  ;  for  between 
thefe  two,  there  is  a  clofe,  and,  while  things  continue  in  order,  t. 
moft  interefting  connexion  : 

"  True  Faith,  true  Policy  united  ran; 

That  was  but  love  of  God,  and  this  of  Man." 
Now  Rehgion  fuffering  no  change  or  depravation  when  Man  firft 
entered  into  civil  Society,  but  continuing  the  fame  as  in  the  ilate 
of  Nature  ;  the  Author,  to  avoid  repetition,  and  to  bring  the 
account  of  true  VinA  faJfe  Religion  nearer  to  one  another,  in  order 
to  contraft  them  by  the  advantage  of  that  fituation,  deferred 
giving  an  account  of  his  Religion  till  he  had  fpoken  of  the  origin 
of  civil  Society.  Thence  it  is,  that  he  here  rcfumes  the  account 
of  the  ftatc  f.f  Nature,  that  is,  fo  much  of  it  as  he  had  left 
untouched,  which  was  only  the  i^fZ/V/Vn  of  it.  This  confiding  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  one  God,  the  Creator  of  all  things,  he  (hews 
iiow  Men  came  by  that  knowledge  :  That  it  was  cither  found  out 

by 

NOTES. 

kat  himftlf  at  the  foot  of  an  old  oak  in  the  forcft  of  Vincenncs, 
where  any  one  of  his  fubjefts  might  approach  him,  and  lay  his 
bufinefs  or  complaint  before  this  good  king.  Our  Author  would 
have  much  improved  all  that  he  fays  of  Government,  if  he  had 
lived  to  have  read  one  of  the  beil,  perhaps,  of  all  treatifes  on 
pohtics,  that  of  the  Prefident  Montcfquitu.  Wartpw. 
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On  him,  their  fecond  Providence,  they  hung, 
Their  law  his  eye,  their  oracle  his  tongue. 
He  from  the  wondering  furrow  caird  the  food. 
Taught  to  command  the  fire,  controul  the  flood,   220 
Draw  forth  the  monflers  of  th*  abyfs  profound. 
Or  fetch  the  aerial  eagle  to  the  ground. 

Till 

COMMENTARY. 

by  Reason,  which  giving  to  every  tffecSt  a  caufe,  inftrufted  them 
to  go  from  caufe  to  caufe,  till  they  came  to  the  firft,  who,  being 
caufelefs,  would  neceffarily  be  judged  ftlf-exiftent ;  or  elfe  that  it 
was  taught  by  Tradition,  which  preftrved  the  memory  of  the 
Creation.  He  then  tells  us  iv/:ai  thefe  men,  uiidebaiiched  by  falfe 
fcience,  underftood  by  God's  nature  and  attribults  :  Firll,  of  God's 
'  Nature,  that  they  eafily  diftinguiflied  between  the  Worker  and  the 
Work  ;  faw  the  fubftance  of  the  Creator  to  be  diftincl  and  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  Creature,  and  fo  were  in  no  danger  of  falling 
into  the  horrid  opinion  of  the  Greek  philofophers,  and  their  fol- 
lower, Spinoza.  And  fimple  Reafon  teaching  them  that  the 
Creator  was  but  One,  they  eafily  faw  that  all  was  right,  and 
fo  were  in  as  little  danger  of  falling  into  the  Manichean  error  ; 
which,  when  oblique  IVit  had  broken  the  Jleddy  light  of  Reafor,, 
imagined  all  was  not  right,  having  before  imagined  that  all  was 
not  the  work  of  One.  Secondly,  he  fhews,  what  they  underftood 
of  God's  Attributes;  that  they  eafily  acknowledged  a  Father  where 
they  found  a  Deity  ;  and  could  not  conceive  a  fovereign  Being  to 
fae  any  other  than  a  fovereign  Good.  Wardurton. 

notes. 
Ver.  219.  He  from  the  luonJ'ringJ  A  finer  example  can  perhaps 
fcarcely  be  given  of  a  compadl  and  comprehenfive  llyle.  The 
manner  in  which  the  four  elements  were  fubdued  is  comprifcd  in 
thefe  four  lines  alone.  Pope  is  here,  as  Qiiintilian  fays  of  another, 
*'  denfus  et  brevis,  et  inftans  libi."  There  is  not  an  ufcltfs  word 
in  this  paffage ;  there  are  but  three  epithets,  •wojidertng,  profound, 
aerial ;  and  they  are  placed  precifely  with  the  verj-  fubflantivc  that 
is  of  moft  confequence  :  if  there  had  been  epithets  joined  with  tli« 
other  fubftantives,  it  would  have  weakened  the  ncrvoufnefs  of  the 
fentence.  This  was  a  fccret  of  verfification/Pope  well  underftood, 
aod  hath  .often  praftifed  with  peculiar  fuccef?.  Wartok. 
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Till  drooping,  fick'ning,  dying,  they  began 
Whom  they  reverM  as  God  to  mourn  as  Man : 
Then,  looking  up  from  fire  to  fire,  explor'd         225 
One  grent  firft  father,  and  that  firft  ador'd. 

Or 

NOTES. 

Ver.  225.  Thcriy  looking  up,  £5f<:.]  The  Poet  here  maketh  their 
more  ferious  attention  to  Religion  to  have  arifen,  not  from  their 
gratitude  amidll  abundance,  but  from  their  inability  in  dillrefs  ; 
by  ftiewing,  that,  in  profperity,  they  refted  in  fecond  caufest  the 
immediate  authors  of  their  bleflings,  ivhom  ihey  revered  as  Cod ; 
but  that,  in  adverfity,  they  reafoned  up  to  the  F'trjl : 
"  Then,  looking  up  from  fire  to  fire,"  &c. 
This,  I  am  afraid,  is  but  too  true  a  reprefentation  of  humanity. 

Warburton. 
Ver.225  to  Ver.  240.]  M.  Du  Refnel,  not  apprehen.ding  that 
the  Poet  was  here  returned  to  tinifh  his  defcription  of  the  State  of 
Nature,  has  fallen  into  one  of  the  grofleft  errors  that  ever  was 
committed.  He  has  miilaken  this  account  of  true  Religion  for  an 
account  of  the  origin  of  Idolatry;  and  thus  he  fatally  embeUifhes 
hig  own  blunder  : 

"  Jaloux  d'en  confervcr  les  traits  et  la  figure, 
I-cur  zele  induilrieux  inventa  la  peinturc. 
Lcurs  neveux,  attentifs  a  ces  hommes  fameiix, 
Qui  par  Ic  droit  du  fang  avoient  regnc  fur  eux, 
Trouvent-ils  dans  leur  fuite  un  grand.,  un premier p^re^ 
Leur  aveuglc  rcipeil  I'adore  et  le  revere." 
Here  you  have  one  of  the  fined  pieces  of  reafoning  turned  at  once 
into  a  heap  of  tjonfcnfe.     The  unlucky  term  of  Great  Jitji  Father^ 
was  miftaken  by  our  Tranfiator  to  fignify  a  Gre(U  Grand  Father. 
But   he  fhould  have  confidercd,  that  Mr.  Pope  always  reprefcnts 
God  under  the  idea  of  a  Fathf.r  ;  He  rtiould  have  obferved,  that 
the  Poet  is  here  dcfcriuing  thofe  men  who 

"  To  f^irtue,  in  the  paths  of  pleafurc  trod, 

And  ovvn'd  a  Father,  where  they  own'd  a  God." 

Warburton. 
This    miftakc    of    the    French    Tranflator,    calling    the   Great 
Fir'l  Father,  a  "  Great  Grand  Father,"    can  only  be  equalled  by 
Vokaire'fi  rcudcrinj^  the  words  of  Shakefpcar, 
"  (Not  a  moufe  is_/?irn«f ;)  ' 
"  Not  a  moufe  '<  trot:  !" 
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Or  plain  tradition  that  this  All  begun, 

Convey'd  unbroken  faith  from  fire  to  fon  ; 

The  worker  from  the  work  diftin£t  was  known,    • 

And  fimple  Reafoa  never  fought  but  one :  27^0 

Ere  Wit  oblique  had  broke  that  fteddy  light, 

Man,  like  his  Maker,  faw  that  all  was  right ; 

To  Virtue,  in  the  paths  of  pleafure  trod. 

And  own*d  a  Father  when  he  own'd  a  God. 

Love 

NOTES. 

Ver.  227.  that  this  ylll  begun,'] 

*'  Some  few,  whofe  lamp  fhone  brighter,  liave  been  led 
From  caufe  to  caufe,  to  Nature's  fecret  head  ; 
And  found  that  one  firil  Principle  muft  be  : 
But  what,  or  who,  that  Univerfal  He  ; 
Whether  fome  foul  incompaffing  this  ball 
Unmade,  unmov'd  ;  yet  making,  moving  All ; 
Or  various  atoms  interfering  dance, 
Leapt  into  form  (the  noble  work  of  Chance) ; 
Or  this  great  All  was  from  eternity ; 
Not  e'en  the  Stagirite  himfelf  could  fee  ; 
And  Epicurus  guefs'das  well  as  he  : 
As  blindly  grop'd  they  for  a  future  Hate  ; 
As  rafhly  judg'd  of  Providence  and  Fate. 
Thus  anxious  thoughts  in  endlefs  circles  roll. 
Without  a  centre  where  to  fix  the  foul : 
In  this  wild  maze  their  vaia  endeavours  end  ; 
How  can  the  lefs  the  greater  comprehend  ? 
Or  finite  Reafon  reach  infinity  ? 
For  what  could  fathom  God  were  more  than  He." 

Dryden. 
Wartox. 
Ver.231.  Ere  Wit  obliquty  iS/c]   A  beautiful  allufion  to  the 
effetfts  of  the  prifmatic  glafs  on  the  rays  of  light.       Warburton. 

Ver.  232.  Man,  like  his  Mahcr,]  It  was  before  the  Fall  of 
Mart,  as  the  facred  Hiflorian  tells  us,  that  God  pronounced — -That 
all  was  good.  But  we  mufl  bear  in  mind  that  our  Author  never 
adverts  to,  or  argue*  from,  or  fiippofes,  any  lapfed  condition  of 
Man.  •  Warton. 


] 
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Love  all  the  faith,  and  ail  th*  allegiance  then;  .  235 

For  Nature  knew  no  right  divine  in  Men, 

No  ill  could  fear  in  God  ;  and  underftood.  *    .  .  ■ 

A  fov'reign  being,  but  a  fovVeign  good.       . . 

True  faith,  true  policy,  united  ran. 

That  was  but  love  of  God^  and  this  of  Man.         240 

WTho  ifirft  taught  fouls  enflav'd,  and  realms  undone, 
rii'  enormous  faith  of  many  made  for  one  j 

That 

C  O  M  M  E  N  T  A  R  V. 

Vr.R.  241.  IVhoJirJl  taught  fouls  enjlav^dy  isfcl  Order  leadetH 
the  Poet  to  fpeak  (from  ver.  240  to  245.)  of  the  corruption  of 
-  k'//  Sodsly  into  Tyranrj,  and  its  ,caufes  ;  and  Here,  with  all  the 
dexterity  of  addrefs,  as  well  as  force  of  truth,  he  obferyes  it  arofc 
from  the  violation  of  tluit  great  Principle,  which  he  fo  muchiniiils 
upon  throughout  his  Effay,  thai  each  'was  made  for  the  vfe  of  all. 
We  may  be  fiire,  that  in  this  corruption,  where  right  or  natural 
luftice  was  call  afide,  and  violence,  the  Atheifl's  juflice,  prefided 
in  its  rtead,  Rd'tpon  would  follow  the  fate  of  civil  Society :  Wc 
know,  from  ancient  liidory,  it  did  fo.  Accordingly  Mr.  Pope 
(from  ver.  244  to  269.},  together  with  corrupt  PoHtics,  defcribes 
corrupt  Rehgion  and  its  Caufes  :  he  firft  informs  us,  agreeable  to 
his  exadl  knowledge  of  Antiquity,  that  it  was  the  Politician,  and 
not  the  Pricil  (as  the  illiterate  tribe  of  Freethinkers  would  make 
us  believe),  who  firfl  corrupted  Religion.  Secondly,  That  the 
Superfiition  he  brought  iii  was  not  invented  by  him,  as  an  engine 
to  play  upon  others  (as  the  dreaming  Atheift  feigns,  who  would 
thus  account  for  the  origin  of  Religion),  but  was  a  trap  he  firft  fell 
into  himfelf. 

"  Superfiition  taught  the  Tyrant  awe." 

Warburton". 

NOTES. 

\'kr.24I.  IVho  fyfl  taiighi'\  "  What  flatterers  of  princes  often 
tell  us,  that  monarchy  was  the  carliclt  form,  is  rather  diflioncur- 
uhle  to  it  ;  importing,  indeed,  that  it  at  firft  pleafcd  a  rude  and 
unexperienced  populace,  but  could  not  continue  to  pleafe  upon 
t^\'perience  and   the  increafc  of  wildom-     And  ii  deed  in  nothing 

could 
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That  proud  exception  to  all  Nature's  laws, 
T*  invert  the  work,  and  counter-work  its  Caufe  ? 
Force  firfl  made  Conqueft,  and  that  conqueft,  law  ; 
Till  Superftition  taught  the  Tyrant  awe,  246 

Then 

<  KOTES. 

could  one  lefs  expeS  that  the  firft  effays  could  be  perfeft,  than  in 
a  conttitution  of  civil  policy ;  a  work  requiring  the  greateft  know- 
ledge and  prudence,  to  be  acquired  only  by  much  thought  and 
experience  of  human  life.  The  feveral  great  inconveniencies  at- 
tending each  of  the  fimple  forms,  ftiew  the  neceflity  of  having 
recQurfe  to  the  mixed  and  complex  ;  and  the  feveral  great  advan- 
tages peculiar  to  each  of  the  fimplc,  fiiew  that  thofe  mixed  forms 
are  befl  where  all  the  three  kinds  are  artfully  compounded  :  and 
this  was  the  opinion  of  the  wifeft  men  of  antiquity — Plato,  Arif- 
totle,  Zeno,  Cicero." 

Thefe  are  the  words  of  that  moft  amiable  and  candid  philofo- 
pher,  Hutchefon.  War  ton.. 

Ver.  242.  Th'  enormous  faith,  ^c.'\  In  this  Ariftotle  placcth 
the  difference  between  a  King  and  a  Tyrant,  that  the  firft  fup- 
pofeth  himfelf  made  for  the  People  ;  the  other,  that  the  People 
are  made  for  liim :  Bi^Xs'/ai  J'  I  BAXIAEYS  ihsu  iJmXkI,  oVic  ol  ^.u 
X£>c'»i,u8V0i  Tdi  atrt»j /utViG'iv  adjxov  ■:sai.<T)(^^ai)i,  o  Js  ar,jj.oj  /xn  Vvfl^rlak  fxMv  n 
5j  TYPANNIS  ttr^o,-  ao;v  o-ToteX-VEt  ko*vov,  li  ^ij  Tn>  loia;  n-^tXu'a;  ;^*p»v. 
Pol.  lib.  V.  cap.  10.  Warburton. 

Ver.  245.  Force Jirjl  made  conqueji,  l^cS]  All  this  is  agreeable 
to  faft,  and  fhews  our  Author's  knowledge  of  human  nature.  For 
that  Impotency  of  mind  (as  the  Latin  writers  call  it),  which  gives 
birth  to  the  enormous  crimes  necefiary  to  fupport  a  Tyranny,  natu- 
rally fubjcfts  its  owner  to  all  the  vain,  as  well  as  real,  tenors  of 
Confcience  :  Hence  the  whole  machinery  of  Superstitiok. 

It  is  true,  the  Poet  obfervcs,  that  afterwards,  when  the  1  y- 
rant*s  fright  was  over,  he  had  cunmng  enough,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  effeft  of  Superllition  upon  himfelf,  to  turn  it,  by  the 
afiiftance  of  the  Priefl  (wl^o  for  his  reward  ^veat  ftiai  ci  with  him  ir. 
the  Tyranny)  againft  the  juftly  dreaded  relenUnent  of  hie-  fubjcd;. 
For  a  Tyrant  naturally  nmi  r.-alouahlv  fiippofcth  aH  his  J-Uaves  to 
be  Ills  Enemies 
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Then  fhar'd  the  Tyranny,  then  lent  it  aid. 

And  Gods  of  Conqu'rors,  Slaves  of  Subjects  made : 

,.-.■    .,u^..  She 

NOTES.    ....    .  ^.-.,    . 

Having  given  the  Caufes  of  Superftition,  he  next  defcribeth  its 
objefts : 

"  Gods  partial,  changeful,  paffionate,  unjuft,"  &c. 
The  ancient  Pagan  Gods  are  here  very  exaftly  defcribed.  This 
fa6l  evinces  the  truth  of  that  original,  which  the  Poet  gives  to 
Superftition  ;  for  if  thefe  phantafms  were  firft  raifed  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  Tyrants,  they  mull  needs  have  the  quahties  here  afllgned 
to  them.  For  Force  being  the  Tyrant's  Virtue,  and  Luxury  his 
Happinefs,  the  attribtites  of  his  God  would  of  courfe  be  Revenge 
and  Litfi  ;  in  a  word,  the  antitype  of  hinofelf.  But  there  was  an- 
other, and  more  fubftantial  caafe,  of  the  Refemblance  between  a 
Tyrant  and  a  Pagan.  God  ;  and  that  was  the  making  Gods  of  Con- 
querors^ as  the  Poet  fays  4  and  fo  canonizing  a  Tyrant's  vices  with 
Ills  perfon.  ,    ,  Wajiburton. 

ViR.  Z46.  Till Superjlhicn  taugljt'\  Notwithftanding  thefe  verfes 
are  fo  fpirited  and  fplendid,  yet  are  they  excelled  by  the  fublime 
and  terrific  figure  painted  by  Lucretius  with  fuch  force  and  energy 
of  Superftition  : 

"  Qiiae,  caput  a  cali  regionibus  oftertdebat, 

Horribili  fuper  afpe(ftu  mortalibus  inftans  !"         Warton. 

Dr.  Warton,  in  one  of  the  high  tones  of  his  amiable  enthufiafm, 
imagines  how  finely  Michael  Angelo  might  have  worked  from  this 
fketch  of  the  "  Gigantic  Da:mon  of  Superftition  putting  out  his 
liead  from  Heaven,  and  looking  down  with  a  horrible  afpeQ  on  the 
miferable  and  trembling  fons  of  men  !"  But,  in  faft,  an  image  like 
this  is  fublime  on  account  of  the  vaft  and  ftiadowy  uncertainty  of 
its  objeft.  If  it  were  paiuteJ,  and  fubjedtcd,  as  Horace  fays, 
"  oculis  fidelibus,"  it  would  be  neither  fubhme  nor  terrific.  And 
my  revered  Mafter's  critique  itfelf  proves,  that  by  ever  fo  httle 
particularifing  the  image,  and  defcribing  it  as  "  putting  out  his 
head,  and  looking  down  on  the  miferable  and  trembling  fons  of 
men,"  he  has  nearly  dcftroyed  its  effeft.  I  hope  the  Reader  will 
forgive  this  involuntary  fmile  at  Dr.  Warton's  enthufiafm,  which  is 
mingled  with  refpe6l  and  reverence  ;  for  no  one  underftood  better 
than  himfelf  what  was  truly  fubhme. 

VOL.  III.  K 
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She  'midft  the  lightning's  blaze,  and  thunder's  found. 
When  rock'd  the  mountains,  and  when  groan'd  the 
ground,  250 

She  taught  the  weak  to  bend,  the  proud  to  pray. 
To  Pow'r  unfeen,  and  mightier  far  than  they : 
She,  from  the  rending  earth  and  burfting  Ikies, 
Saw  Gods  defcend,  and  fiends  infernal  rife  : 
Here  fix'd  the  dreadful,  there  the  bleft  abodes  j    2^$ 
Fear  made  her  Devils,  and  weak  Hope  her  Gods  ; 
Gods  partial,  changeful,  paffionate,  unjuft, 
Whofe  attributes  were  Rage,  Rev#nge,  or  Luft  j 
Such  as  the  fouls  of  cowards  might  conceive. 
And,  form'd  like  tyrants,  tyrants  would  believe.    260 
Zeal  then,  not  charity,  became  the  guide ; 
And  hell  was  built  on  fpite,  and  heav'n  on  pride. 

Then 

NOTES. 

Ver.  257.  Gods  partial,  changeful,"]  "  It  were  better,"  fays 
Bacon,  in  his  17th  Eflay,  "  to  have  no  opinion  of  God  at  all, 
than  fuch  an  opinion  as  is  unworthy  of  Him ;  for  thS  one  is  un- 
belief, the  other  is  contumely  :  and  ceilainly  Superftition  is  the 
reproach  of  the  Deity.  And  as  the  contumely  is  greater  towards 
God,  fo  the  danger  is  greater  towards  men.  Atheifm  leaves  a 
man  to  fenfe,  to  philofophy,  to  natural  piety,  to  laws,  to  reputa- 
tion :  all  which  may  be  guides  to  an  outward  moral  virtue,  though 
religion  were  not :  but  Superftition  difmounts  all  thefe,  and  ercft- 
eth  an  abfolute  monarchy  in  the  minds  of  men.  Therefore  Atheifm 
did  never  perturb  ftates  ;  for  it  makes  men  wary  of  themfclves, 
as  looking  no  farther." 

It  is  extremely  remarkable,  that  this  laft  paragraph  compre- 
hends all  that  Bayle  has  faid  of  the  effefls  of  Atheifm  in  his  cele- 
brated Thoughts  on  Comets.  And  yet  Bacon  has  never  been 
cenfiwod  for  it,  nor  numbered  among  Infidels.  Warton, 

ViR.  26J.  ^-Ind  hell  tvas  built  on  fpite,']  How  mortifying  is  it 
ro  confidcr,  fay?  one,  that  Lock?,  Newton,  and  Clarke  would 

have 
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Then  facred  feem'd  th'  ethereal  vault  no  more ; 
Altars  grew  marble  then,  and  reek'd  with  gore : 
Then  firft  the  Flamen  tafled  living  food ;  265 

Next  his  grim  idol  fmear*d  with  human  blood  ; 

With 

NOTES. 

have  been  perfecuted  in  France,  imprifoned  at  Romei  and  burnt 
at  Lisbon  ?  WartoiT. 

VER.265.  Then  firjl  the  Flamen\  With  what  imagination,  and 
genuine  ftrokes  of  Poetry,  are  the  idols  and  fearful  rites  of 
ancient  Superftition  defcribed,  in  Milton's  "  Hyma  oto  the 
Nativity  ?" 

**  In  urns  and  altars  round, 
A  drear  and  dying  found 
Affrights  the  Flamens,  at  their  fervice  quaint." 
"  ArA/ul/en  Moloch/^**/, 
Hath  left,  injhado'ws  dread, 

His  burning  idol,  all  of  blackeft  hue ; 
In  vain,  with  cymbaP&  ring 
They  call  the  gri/ly  King, 

In  di/mal  dance  about  the  furnace  blue." 
Perhaps  fome  of  the  expreflions  frona  Milton   in  tbefc  four 
Epiftles  might  be  juft  mentioned  : 

"  Vindicate  the  ivays  of  God  to  Man.**     Ep.  i.  v.  l6, 

' '  Cloud-topt  hill. "     Ve  r.  1 04. 

"  Groveling  /luine.**     Ver.  221. 

'•'  Earth  unbalanced '*     Ver.  25 1. 

*'  Touch  ethereal Jlain."*     Ep.  iii.  ver.  (3^$,. 

"  Grim  idol"     Ver.  266. 

^^  No  Bandit  fierce."     Ep.  iv.  ver.  41. 

''  Story' d  halls."    Ver.  303. 

Vfr.  266.   Next  his  grim  idol']  From  Milton^s  defcription  of 
Moloch  : 

«*  Virft  Moloch,  horrid  king,  lefmear'd  ivith  Hood 
Of  human  facrifice,  a  parent's  tears, 
Tho'  for  the  noife  of  drums,  and  timbrels  loud. 
Their  children's  cries  unheard,  that  pafs'd  thro*  fire 
To  his  grim  ido!" 

<?  It 
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With  heav*n*s  own  thunders  fhook  the  world  below, 
And  play'd  the  God  an  engine  on  his  foe. 

So   drives    Self-love,    through  juft    and   through 
unjuft. 
To  one  Man's  pow'r,  ambition,  lucre,  lufl: :  270 

The  fame  Self-love,  in  all,  becomes  the  caufe 
Of  what  reftrains  him.  Government  and  Laws. 

For, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  269.  So  drives  Stif-Iove,  fifr.]  The  inference  our  Author 
draws  from  all  this  (from  ver.  268  to  283.)  is,  that  Self-love 
driveth  through  right  and  wrong  ;  it  caufeth  the  Tyrant  to  vio- 
late the  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  it  caufeth  the  People  to  vindicate 
that  violation*  For  Self-love  being  common  to  the  whole  fpecies, 
and  fetting  each  individual  in  purfuit  of  the  fame  ohjofts,  it  became 
neceffary  for  each,  if  he  would  fecure  his  own,  to  provide  for  the 
iafcty  of  another's.  And  thus  Equity  and  Benevolence  arofe  from 
that  fame  Self-love  which  had  given  birth  to  Avarice  and 
Injuflice  : 

"  His  Safety  muft  his  Liberty  rt drain  j 

All  join  to  guard  what  each  dcfires  to  gain." 

The  Poet  hath  not  any-where  (hewn  greater  addrefs,  in  the 
difpofition  of  this  work,  than  with  regard  to  the  inference  before 
us;  which  not  only  giveth  a  proper  and  timely  fupport  to  what 
had  been  advanced  in  the  fecond  epiftlc  concerning  the  nature  and 
effcAs  of  Self-love,  but  is  a  neceffary  introdudlion  to  what  follows, 
concerning  the  Reformation  of  Rehgion  and  Society  ;  as  we  fhall 
fee  prefciitly.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

It  lias  not  been  rcniark!.d,  as  Mr.  Todd  obferved  to  me,  hovr 
many  exprcffions  Pope  takes  from  Milton,  whom,  in  his  Imitations 
of  Enghfh  Poets,  he  omits, — poffibly  on  this  account.  Many  of 
his  writings  ?ire  Jlrewed  with  Miltonic  phrafes,  though  they  need 
not  be  pointed  out,  and  certainly  do  not  detract  from  his  general 
merit.  Such  interiveavings  of  fignificant  and  forcible  exprelTions 
liave  often  a  ftriking  effeft. 

Ver.  272.  Government  and  Lazus.'}  "  However  men  might 
fubmit  voluntarilv.  in  the  limplicitv  of  early  ages,  or  be  fubjected 

by 
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For,  what  one  likes  if  others  like  as  well. 

What  ferves  one  will,  when  many  wills  rebel  ? 

How  {hall  we  keep,  what,  fleeping  or  awake,        175 

A  weaker  may  furprize,  a  flronger  t^ke  ?. 

His  fafety  muft  his  liberty  reflrain : 

All  join  to  guard  what  each  defires  to  gain. 

Forced  into  virtue  thus  by  Self-defence, 

Ev'n  Kings  learn*d  juflice  and  benevolence  :  280 

Self-love  forfook  the  path  it  firfl;  purfu'd. 

And  found  the  private  in  the  public  good. 

'Twas  then,  the  fludious  head,  or  gen'rous  mind. 
Follower  of  God,  or  friend  of  human-kind. 

Poet 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  283.  ''Tivai  therif  thejlud'tous  head,  'is?c.'\  The  Poet  hath 
now  defcribed  tlie  rife,  perfedlion,  and  decay  of  civil  PoHcy  and 
Religion  in  the  more  early  times.  But  the  defign  had  been  im- 
perfedl,  had  he  dropt  his  difcourfe  here:  There  was,  in  after-ages, 

a  reco- 

NOTE  s. 
by  conqued,  to  a  gevernment  without  a  conftitution  ;  yet  they 
were  never  long  in  difcovering,"  in  the  words  of  Hooker,  "  that 
to  live  by  one  man's  will,  became  the  caufe  of  all  men's  mifery  ; 
and  therefore  they  foon  rejefted  the  yoke,  or  made  it  fit  eafy  on 
their  necks."  Warton. 

Ver.  273.  For,  what  one  likes']  Thefe  two  lines  exprefs  with 
brevity  and  clearnefs  the  following  fentiments  of  Hooker  :  "  The 
like  natural  inducement  hath  brought  men  to  know,  that  it  is  no 
lefs  their  duty  to  love  others  than  themfdves  ;  for  feeing  thofe 
things  which  are  equal  mull  needs  all  have  one  meafure,  if  I  can- 
not but  wifli  to  receive  good,  even  as  much  at  every  man's  hands 
as  any  man  can  wifh  unto  his  own  foul,  how  fhould  I  look  to  have 
any  part  of  my  defire  herein  fatisfied,  unlefs  my  felf  be  careful  to 
fatisfy  the  like  defire  wiiich  is  undoubtedly  in  other  men  ?" 

Wartoh. 

^  3 
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Poet  or  Patriot,  rofe  but  to  reflore  285 

The  Faith  and  Moral,  Nature  gave  before ; 
Re-lum*d  her  ancient  light,  not  kindled  new ; 
If  not  God's  image,  yet  his  fliadow  drew : 
Taught  Power's  due  ufe  to  People  and  to  Kings, 
Taught  nor  to  flack,  nor  ft  rain  its  tender  ftrings, 
The  lefs,  or  greater,  fet  fo  juftly  true,  291 

That  touching  one  muft  ftrike  the  other  too ; 

Till 

COMMENTARY. 

a  recovery  of  thefc  from  their  feveral  corruptions.  Accordingly, 
he  hath  chofen  that  happy  aera  for  the  conclufion  of  his  Song. 
But  as  good  and  ill  Governments  and  Religions  fucceed  one  ano- 
ther without  ceafing,  he  now  leaveth  fa£ls,  and  tumeth  his  dif- 
courfe  (from  yer.  282  to  295.)  to  fpeak  of  a  more  lading  reform 
of  mankind,  in  the  Invention  of  thofe  philofophic  Principles,  by 
whofe  obfervance  a  Policy  and  a  Religion  may  be  for  ever  kept  from 
finking  into  Tyranny  and  Superftition  : 

*♦  'Twas  then,  the  iludious  head,  or  gen'rous  mind, 
Follow'r  of  God,  or  friend  of  human  kind. 
Poet  or  Patriot,  rofe  but  to  reftore 
The  Faith  and  Moral,  Nature  gave  before  ;"  i^c. 
The  eafy  and  juft  tranfition  into  this  fubjeft  from  the  foregoing  is 
admirable.     In  the  foregoing  he  had  defcribed  the  effefts  of  Self- 
love  ;  and  now,  with  great  art,  and  high  probability,  he  maketh 
Men's  obfervattom  on  thefe  effefts  the  occalion  of  thofe  difcoveries 
which  they  have  made  of  the  true  principles  of  PoHcy  and  Reli- 
gion, defcribed  in  the  prefent  paragraph ;  and  this  he  evidently 
hinteth  at  in  that  fine  tranfition, 

*' 'T>yas  THEN,  the  ftudious  head,"  &c.  Warburton. 


Ver.  283.  *T<was  then,  thejludious  head,  lsSc.'\  The  Poet  fecmeth 
here  to  mean  the  polite  and  flourifhing  age  of  Greece  ;  and  thofe 
benefaAors  to  Mankind,  which  he  had  principally  in  view,  were 
Socrates  and  Aristotle  ;  who,  of  all  the  Pagan  world,  fpoke 
bed  of  God,  and  wrote  beft  of  Government.  Warburtov. 
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Till  jarring  int'refls,  of  themfelves  create 
Th*  according  mufic  of  a  welUmix'd  State. 

Such 

NOTES. 

Ver.  294.  Th*  according  mujtc'\  This  is  the  very  fame  illuftra- 
tion  that  Tully  ufes  in  that  beautiful  fragment,  De  RepubHca : 
•'  Ut  in  fidibus,  ac  tibiis,  atque  cantu  ipfo,  ac  vocihus,  coucentu* 
eft  quidam  tenendus  ex  diftinftis  tonis,  quern  immuiatum,  ac  dii- 
crepantem  aures  eruditx  ferre  non  poffunt,  ifque  concentus  ex  dif- 
fimillarum  vocum  moderatione  concors  tamen  efficitur  et  con- 
gruens  ;  fic,  ex  fummis  et  infimis,  et  mediis  interjcdis  ordinibus, 
ut  tonis,  moderata  ratione  civitas  confenfu  diflimiH  morum  con- 
cinit,  et  quse  harmonia  a  muficis  dicitur  in  cantu,  ea  eft  in 
civitate  concordia,  arftifllmum  atque  optimum  omni  in  Repub- 
lica  vincuhim  incolumitatis ;  quae  fine  juftitia,  nullo  pd(fto  efle 
potcft." 

Such  is  the  happy  and  ineftimable  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain  !  Let  thofe,  who  talk  and  think  of  abfolute  equality, 
remember  the  words  of  one  whom  they  muft  allow  was  a  lover  of 
freedom : 

■ "  And  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free. 

Equally  free  ;  for  orders  and  degrees 
Jar  not  with  hberty,  but  well  confift." 

Par.  Loft.  Book  V.  v.  791. 

Thucydides,  in  three  words,  defcribes  a  juft  and  well-poifed 
government,  which  ought  to  be,  ai/ronoj^or,  avTcJtxoy,  «i/T0TiXt), 

Warton. 

The  quotation  which  Warton  has  adduced  from  Cicero,  feems 
to  prove,  that  the  Ancients  had  a  knowledge  of  Harmony,  or 
Mufic  in  parts.  But  there  is  a  perfcftion  in  the  fimile  here  ufcd 
by  Pope,  that  perhaps  he  himfelf  was  not  aware  of;  and  I  fear,  in 
mentioning  it,  my  idea  may  be  thought  Hable  to  objections  which 
have  been  made  to  fome  of  Warburton's  refinements  in  Criticifm. 
Muficians  know  that  no  key\l  inftrument  can  be  made,  perfeftly  in 
tune  ;  for  if  one  key  has  its  perfed  chord:,  for  that  very  reafon  it 
cannot  be  in  tune  with  the  rejl.  The  imperftBion,  therefore,  is 
tempered ;  that  is,  divided  among  all  the  keys  :  by  which  means 
the  defedl  is  not  perceived,  and  general  harmony  is  the  refult, 
though,  from  neccffity,  a  cannot  be  perfcfi. 
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Such  is  the  World  *s  great  Harmony,  that  fprings 
From  Order,  Union,  full  Confent  of  things :         296 

Where 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  295.  Such  is  the   World's  great  Harmony,  Iffc.']     Having 
thus  defcribed  the  true  principles  of  civil  and  ccciefiaftical  Polity, 
he  proceedeth   (from  ver.  294  to  303.)  to  illuftrate  the  harmony 
between  the  two  Policies,  by  the  univerfal  harmony  of  Nature  : 
"  Such  is  the  World's  great  harmony,  that  fprings 
From  Order,  Union,  full  Confent  of  things." 
Thus,  as  in  the  beginning  of  this  epiftle  he  fnpported  the  general 
principle  of  mutual  Love  or  Aflociation,  by  confiderations  drawn 
from  the  particular  properties  of  Matter,  and  the  mutual  depend- 
ence between  vegetable  and  animal  life  ;  fo,  in  the  conclufion,  he 
hath    inforced    the  particular   principles    of  Civil    and   Religious 
Society,  from  that  general  Harmony,  which  fprings,  in  part,  from 
thofc  properties  and  dependencies.  Warburton. 

NOT  ES. 

Ver.  295.  Such  is  the  World's  great  Harmony,  t!fc.'\  This  doc- 
trine was  taken  up  by  Leibnitz  ;  but  it  was  to  ingraft  upon  it  a 
moft  pernicious  fatalifm.  Plato  faid,  God  chofe  the  beft  :  Leib- 
nitz faid,  he  could  not  but  choofe  the  beft,  as  he  could  not  acl 
without,  what  this  philofopher  called,  a  Jnjftcient  reafon.  Plato 
fuppofed  freedom  in  God  to  choofe  one  of  two  things  equally 
good  :  Leibnitz  held  the  fuppofition  to  be  abfurd  :  however,  ad- 
mitting the  cafe,  he  ftill  held  that  God  could  not  choofe  one  of 
two  things  equally  good.  Thus  it  appears,  the  firft  went  on  the 
fyftem  of  Freedom  ;  and  that  the  latter,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
artful  difguifes  of  his  principles,  in  his  Theodicee,  was  a  thorough 
Fatalift  :  for  we  cannot  well  fiippofe  he  would  give  that  freedom 
to  Man  which  he  had  taken  away  from  God.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  feems  to  be  this :  he  faw,  on  the  one  hand,  the  monftrous 
abfurdity  of  fuppofing,  with  Spinoza,  that  blind  Fate  was  the 
author  of  a  coherent  Univerfe  ;  but  yet,  on  the  other,  he  could 
not  conceive  with  Plato,  how  God  could  forefee  and  conduct, 
according  to  an  archetypal  idea,  a  World,  of  all  pofTible  Worlds 
the  beft,  inhabited  by  free  Agents,  This  difficulty,  therefore, 
which  made  the  Socinians  take  Prefcience  from  God,  difpofed 
Leibnitz  to  take  Free-will  from  Man  :  And  thus  he  faftiioned  his 
fantaftical  hypothefis ;  he  fuppofed  that  when  God  made  the  body, 

7  he 
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Where  fmall  and  great,  where  weak  and  mighty  made 
To  ferve,  not  fufFer,  ftrengthen,  not  invade  j 
More  pow'rful  each  as  needful  to  the  reft. 
And,  in  proportion  as  it  blefles,  bleft  ;  300 

Draw  to  one  point,  and  to  one  centre  bring 
Beaft,  Man,  or  Angel,  Servant,  Lord,  or  King, 
For  Forms  of  Government  let  fools  conteft  ; 
Whate'er  is  beft  adminifter'd  is  beft  : 

For 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  303.  For  Forms  of  Government  let  fools  contcjl,  Ifjc.'^  But 
now  the  Poet,  having  fo  much  commended  the  invention  and 
inventors  of  the  philofophic  principles  of  Religion  and  Govern- 
ment, left  an  evil  ufe  fliould  he  made  of  this,  by  Men's  reding  in 
theory  and  fpeculation,  as  they  have  been  always  too  apt  to  do  in 
matters  where pra3ice  makes  their  happinefs,  he  cautions  his  reader 
(from  ver  302  to  311.)  againft  this  error.  The  fcafonablenefs  of 
this  reproof  will  appear  evident  enough  to  thofe  who  know,  that 
mad  difputes  about  Liberty  and  Prerogative  had  once  well  nigh 
overturned  our  Conftitution  ;  while  others  about  Myllery  and 
Church  Authority  had  almoil  dcftroyed  the  very  fpirit  of  our 
Religion.  W  a  r  b  u  k  t  o  n. 

NOTES. 

he  imprelTed  on  his  new-created  Machine  a  certain  feries  or  fuite  of 
motions;  and  that  when  he  made  the  fellow  foul,  he  impreffcd  a 
correfpondent  feries  of  ideas ;  whofe  operations,  throughout  the 
whole  duration  of  the  union,  were  fo  exaftly  timed,  that  when- 
ever an  idea  was  excited,  a  correfpondent  motion  was  ever  ready  to 
fatisfy  the  volition.  Thus,  for  inftance,  when  the  mind  had  the 
iL'il/  to  raife  the  arm  to  the  head,  the  body  was  fo  pre-contrived, 
as  to  raife,  at  that  very  moment,  the  part  required.  This  he 
called  the  Prk-established  Harmony  ;  and  with  this  he  pro- 
mifed  to  do  wonders.  Warburton. 

Ver.  303.  For  Forms  of  Government,  Iffc.']  Thefe  fine  lines 
have  been  Itrangely  mifunderftood  :  the  Author,  againft  his  own 
cxprefs  words,  againft  the  plain  fenfe  of  his  fyftem,  hath  been 
conceived  to  mean,  Tliat  all  Governments  and  all  Religions  were, 

as 
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For  Modes  of  Faith  let  gracelefs  zealots  fight ;  305 
His  can't  be  wreng  whofe  life  is  in  the  right : 

In 

KOTES. 

as  to  their  forms  and  obje£ls,  indifferent.  But  as  this  wrong  judg- 
ment proceeded  from  ignorance  of  the  reafon  of  the  reproof,  as 
expkined  above,  that  explanation  is  abne  fufficient  to  reftify  the 
miftake. 

However,  not  to  leave  him  under  the  leaft  fufpicion  in  a  matter 
of  fo  much  importance,  I  fhall  juftify  the  fenfe  here  given  to  this 
paffage,  more  at  large : 

I.  And  firft,  as  to  Society  :  Let  us  confider  the  words  thcm- 
felves  ;  and  then  compare  this  miftaken  fcnfe  with  the  context. 

The  Poet,  we  may  obferve,  is  here  fpeaking,  not  of  civil  Society 
at  large,  but  of  3.juji  legitimate  Policy  : 

•*  Th'  according  mufic  of  a  ivelZ-mix'd  State." 
Now  raix'd  States  are  of  various  kinds  ;  in  fome  of  which  the 
Democratic,  in  others  the  Ariftocratic,  and  in  others,  the  Mo- 
narchic form  prevails.  Now,  as  each  of  thefe  mixed  Forms  is 
equally  legitimate,  as  being  founded  on  the  principles  of  natural 
liberty,  that  man  is  guilty  of  the  higheft  folly,  who  chufeth  rather 
to  employ  himfelf  in  a  fpeculative  conteft  for  the  fuperior  excel- 
lence of  one  of  thefe  Forms  to  the  reft,  than  in  promoting  the 
good  adminiftration  of  that  fettled  Form  to  which  he  is  fubjeft. 
And  yet  moft  of  our  warm  difputes  about  Government  have  been 
of  this  kind.  Again,  if  by  Forms  of  Government  muft  needs  be 
meant  legitimate  Government,  becaufe  that  is  the  fubjefl:  under 
debate  ;  then  by  Modes  of  Faiths  which  is  the  correfpondent  idea, 
muft  needs  be  meant  the  modes  or  explanations  of  the  True  Faith, 
becaufe  the  Author  is  here  too  on  the  fubjeft  of  true  Rehgion  : 

"  Relum'd  her  ancient  light,  not  kindled  new." 
Beddes,  the  very  expreffion   (than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
precife)  confineth  us  to  underftand  by   Modes  of   Faith,    thofe 
human  explanations  of  Chriftian  Myfteries,  in  contending  about 
which  zeal  and  ignorance  have  fo  perpetually  violated  Charity. 

Secondly^  If  we  confider  the  context ;  to  fuppofe  him  to  me^n, 
that  all  Forms  of  Government  are  indifferent,  is  making  him  direftly 
contradift  the  preceding  paragraph  ;  where  he  extols  the  Patriot 
for  difcriminating  the  true  from  \\itfalfe  modes  of  Government. 
He,  fays  the  Poet, 

"  Taugkt 
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In  Faith  and  Hope  the  world  will  difagree. 
But  all  Mankind's  concern  is  Charity : 

NOTES. 

*•  Taught  Pow'r's  due  ufe  to  People  and  to  Kings, 
Taught  not  tojiaci,  nor  Jirain  its  tender  firings  j 
The  lefs  and  greater  fet  fo  juftly  truey 
That  touching  one,  muft  ftrike  the  other  too  ; 
Till  jarring  int'refts  of  themfclves  create 
Th'  according  mufic  of  a  ivell-mix'd  State." 
Here  he  recommendeth  the  true  Form  of  Government,  which  is 
the  mixed.     In  another  place  he  as  ttrongly  condemneth  the  falfe, 
or  the  abfoluteyar^  divino  Form  : 

"  For  Nature  knew  no  rl<^ht  divine  in  Men." 
But  the  Reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  the  Poet's  own  apo- 
lop^y,  as  I  find  it  written  in  the  year  1 740,  in  his  own  hand,  in 
the  margin  of  a  pamphlet,  where  he  foiuid  thefe  two  celebrated 
lines  very  much  mifapplied  :  "  The  Author  of  thefe  lines  was 
far  from  meaning  that  no  one  form  of  Government  is,  in  itfelf, 
better  than  another,  (as,  that  mixed  or  hmitcd  Monarchy,  for 
example,  is  not  preferable  to  abfolute),  but  that  no  form  of 
Government,  however  excellent  or  preferable,  in  itfelf,  can  be 
fufficient  to  make  a  People  happy,  unlefs  it  be  adminiftered  with 
integrity.  On  the  contrary,  the  beft  fort  of  Government,  when 
thtform  of  it  is  preferved,  and  the  adminijh'ation  corrupt,  is  moft 
dangerous." 

II.  Again,  to  fuppofe  the  Poet  to  mean,  that  all  Religions 
are  indifferent,  is  an  equally  wrong,  as  well  as  uncharitable  fufpi- 
cion.  Mr.  Pope,  though  his  fubjeC^,  in  this  EJfay  on  Mjn,  con- 
fmcth  him  to  Natural  Religion  ;  yet  he  givcth  frequent  intima- 
tions of  a  more  fublime  Difpenfation,  and  even  of  the  neceflity  of 
it  ;  particnlarly  in  his  fecond  epiille  (ver.  149,  Sec),  where  he 
confciTeth  the  weaknefs  and  infufficiency  of  human  Reafon. 

And  llkewife  in  his  fourth  epiiUe,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  good 
Man,  the  favourite  of  Heaven,  he  faith, 

*'   For  him  alone,  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goal, 
And  opens  ftill,  and  opens  on  his  foul : 
Till,  lengthen'd  on  to  Faith,  and  unconfin'd. 
It  pours  the  blifs  that  fills  up  all  the  mind." 

But 
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All  mufl:  be  falfe  that  thwart  this  One  great  End ; 
And  all  of  God,  that  blefs  Mankind  or  mend.       310 

Man, 


But  Natural  Religion  never  lengthened  Hope  on  to  Faith  ;  nor 
did  any  Religion,  but  the  Chriftian,  ever  conceive  that  Faith 
could  fill  the  mind  with  happinefs. 

Laftly,  In  this  very  epiftle,  and  in  this  very  place,  fpeaking  of 
the  great  Reftorers  of  the  Religion  of  Nature,  he  intimates  that 
they  could  only  draw  God' sjhado'u;,  not  his  image  : 
"  Re-lum'd  her  ancient  light,  not  kindled  new, 
If  not  God's  image,  yet  his  Jliadoiv  dreiv  :" 
as  reverencing  that  truth,  which  telleth   us,  this  difcovery  was 
referved  for  the  glorious  Go/pel  of  Chrijl,  who  is  the  image  of  God. 
2  Cor.  iv.  4.  Warburton. 

Ver.  304.  Whatever  is  bejl  admini/Ier'd^  Notwithftanding  all 
Warburton  has  faid  in  defence  of  thefe  lines,  they  are  at  leaft 
ill  exprefled ;  for  they  would  naturally  lead  any  one  to  think  the 
Poet's  opinion  was,  That  no  one  form  of  Government  was  better 
than  another. 

Ver.  305.  For  Modes  of  Faith  let  gracelefs  zealots  fght  ;]  Thefe 
latter  ages  have  feen  fo  many  fcandalous  contentions  for  modes  of 
faith,  to  the  violation  of  Chriftian  Charity,  and  difhonour  of 
facred  Scripture,  that  it  is  not  at  all  ftrange  they  fhould  become 
the  objedl  of  fo  benevolent  and  wife  an  Author's  refentment. 

Warburton. 
He  borrowed  this  from  Cowley  ;  who,  extolling  the  piety  of 
his   friend   Crafhaw,  the  Poet,  who  went   over   to   the    Romiih 
Church,  and  died  a  Canon  of  Loretto,  fays, 

"  Pardon,  my  Mother  Church,  if  I  confent 

That  Angels  led  him,  when  from  thee  he  went ; 
For  e'en  in  error  fure  no  danger  is, 
When  join'd  to  fo  much  piety  as  his  : — 
His  Faith,  perhaps,  in  fome  nice  tenets  might 
Be  wrong ;  his  hfe,  I'm  fure,  was  in  the  right." 
Cowley  alfo,  poflibly,  might  take  the  hint  from  Lord  Herbert  ot 
Cherbury  ;  who  hath  thii  diftich  in  his  works : 

**  Digladient 
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Man,  like  the  genVous  vine,  fupported  lives ; 
The  flrength  he  gains  is  from  th*  embrace  he  gives. 
On  their  own  Axis  as  the  Planets  run. 
Yet  make  at  once  their  circle  round  the  Sun ; 

So 

COMMENTARY. 

VER.311.  Man,  I'lhe  the  generous  vine,  l^c."]  Having  thus 
largely  confidered  Man  in  his  focial  capacity,  the  Poet,  in  order 
to  fix  a  momentous  truth  in  the  mind  of  his  reader,  concludes  the 
epiftle  in  recapitulating  the  two  Principles  which  concur  to  the 
fupport  of  this  part  of  his  charaftcr,  namely.  Self-love  and 
Social  ;  and  in  (hewing  that  they  are  only  two  different  motions 
of  the  appetite  to  Good,  by  which  the  Author  of  Nature  hath 
enabled  Man  to  find  his  own  happinefs  in  the  happinefs  of  the 
whole.  This  he  illuftrates  with  a  thought  as  fubhme  as  that 
y-encral  harmoiiv  which  he  dcfcribes  : 

"  On  their  own  Axis  as  the  Planets  run, 

Yet  make  at  once  their  circle  round  the  Sun  ; 

So  two  confiilent  motions  aA  the  Soul  ; 

And  one  regards  Itfelf,  and  one  the  Whole. 
Thus  God  and  Nature  link'd  the  gen'ral  frame, 

And  bade  Self-love  and  Social  be  the  fame." 
I  or  he  hath   the   art   of  converting  poetical  ornament  into  phi- 
lufophic  reafoning  ;  and  of  improving  a  fimile  into  an  analogical 
iirgument ;  of  which,  more  in  our  next.  WARBURTOiJ. 

NOTES. 

"  Digladient  alii  circa  res  rdigionis  : 

Qiiod  credas  nihil  eft,  fit  modo  vita  proba." 
But  "  digladient  is  a  barbarifm  ;  he  (hould  have  faid,  digladien- 
tur,  or  contendant,"  fays  Dr.  Jortii..  Wartgn. 

Ver.  313.  On  their  own  yfxis']  This  illuftration  is  plainly  taken 
from  the  SpeClator,  No.  588,  faid  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Grove  : 
"  Is  therefore  Benevolence  inconfiftent  with  Self-love?  Are  their 
motions  contrary  ?  No  more  than  the  diurnal  rotation  of  the 
earth  is  oppofcd  to  its  annual  ;  or  its  motion  round  its  own 
centre  :  which  might  be  improved  as  an  illulbation  of  Self-love  ; 
that  whirls  it  about  the  common  centre  of  the  world,  anfwcring 
to  univcrfal  benevolence.      Is  the  force  of  Self-love  abated,  or  its 

intercil 
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So  two  confiftent  motions  aft  the  Soul ;  315 

And  one  regards  Itfelf,  and  one  the  Whole. 

Thus  God  and  Nature  link'd  the  general  frame. 
And  bade  Self-love  and  Social  be  the  fame. 

NOTES. 

intereft  prejudiced  by  benevolence  ?  So  far  from  it,  that  benevo- 
lence, though  a  diftinft  principle,  is  extremely  ferviceable  to  Self- 
love,  and  then  doth  moil  fcrvice  when  it  is  leaft  defigned." 

Warton, 
Ver.  315.  aS  the  Soul i"]  It  fhould  certainly  be  affuate,  or  a3 
upon.     He  has  ufed  this  expreflion  again,  Iliad  xv.  v.  487. 

« This  aded  by  a  God." 

Such  inaccuracies  are  not  worth  remarking,  but  in  writers  fo  cor- 
reft  and  eminent  as  our  Author,  left  they  fhould  give  a  fanftion 
to  errors.  Dr.  Lowth  in  his  Grammar  has  pointed  out  feveral  in 
our  Author's  Works.  Warton. 

Ver.  318.  And  hade  Self-love"]  The  remarks  ofWarburton  on 
the  Eflay  on  Man,  on  the  Moral  Epiftles,  and  the  Alliance  betwixt 
Church  and  State,  were  tranflated  into  French  by  M.  De  Sil- 
houette ;  for  which  tranflation,  fuppofing  it  contained  opinions 
unfavourable  to  the  defpotic  government  of  France,  he  was  much 
cenfured,  and  had  nearly  been  profecuted,  when  he  became  Con- 
troller-General of  the  Finances  ;  and  he  immediately  bought  up  and 
deftroyed  all  the  copies  of  this  work  that  could  be  found. 

In  this  paffage  (ver.  318.)  Pope  ufes  the  very  words  of  Boling- 
broke :  "  Thus  it  happens  that  Self-love  and  Social  are  divided, 
and  fet  in  oppofition  to  one  another  in  the  conduft  of  particular 
men,  whilft.  in  the  making  laws,  and  the  regulation  of  govern- 
ment, they  continue  the  fame."  Minutes  of  Effays,  feftion  51. 
addreflcd  to  Pope.  Warton. 


EPISTLE     IV. 


OUR  Poet  having,  in  the  three  former  Epiftles,  treated  of 
■Man  in  all  the  three  refpefts  in  which  he  can  be  confidered  ; 
namely,  firft.  Of  his  Nature  and  State  with  refpeft  to  the  Uni- 
verfe  ;  fecondly.  With  refpe6t  to  Himfelf ;  thirdly,  With  refpeft 
to  Society  :  feems  to  have  finifhed  his  fubjeft  in  the  three  fore- 
going Epiftles.  This  fourth  Epiftle,  therefore,  on  Happinefs, 
fnay  be  thought  to  be  adfcititious,  and  out  of  its  proper  place, 
and  ought  to  have  made  part  of  the  fecond  Epiftle,  where  Man  is 
confidered  with  rcfpeft  to  Himfelf.  I  formerly  mentioned  this  to 
Dr.  Akenfide  and  Mr.  Harris,  who  were  of  my  opinion. 

Wartoh. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  EPISTLE  IV. 

Of  the  Nature  and   State  of  Man,    with  refped  to 
Happinefs. 

I.  FALSE  Notions  of  Happinefs y  Philofophical  and  Popular y 
anfwered  from  Ver.  19  /c  27.  \l.  It  is  the  End  of  all  Men^ 
and  attainable  by  ally  Ver.  30.  God  intends  Happinefs  to  be 
equal ;  and  to  befoy  it  mtf/i  be  iocx-aXyfince  all  particular  Hap- 
pinefs  depends  on  generaly  andfince  he  governs  by  general,  not 
particular  Laws,  Ver.  37.  As  it  is  necejfary  for  Order, 
and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Society,  that  external  goods 
ffjould  be  unequal,  Happinefs  is  not  made  t$  conffl  in  thefcy 
Ver  5 1 .  But^  notivithflanding  that  inequality y  the  balance 
of  Happinefs  among  Mankind  is  kept  even  by  Providence,  by 
the  two  Paffions  of  Hope  atid  Fear,  Ver.  70.     III.   What 

'  the  Happinefs  of  Individuals  ;V,  as  far  as  is  confijlent  ivith 
the  confitution  of  this  ivorld ;  and  that  the  good  Man  has 
here  the  advantage,  Ver.  77.  The  error  of  imputing  to  Vir- 
tue ivhat  are  only  the  calamities  of  Nature,  or  of  Fortune, 
Ver.  94.  IV.  The  folly  of  expeBing  that  God  fjould  alter  his 
general  Laws  in  favour  of  particulars,  Ver.  1 21.  V.  That 
lue  are  not  judges  ivho  are  good ;  hut  that  whoever  they  are y 
they  mujl  be  happiefy  Ver.  133,  &c.  VI.  That  external 
goods  are  not  the  proper  rewards,  but  often  inconffent  withy 
or  dejlruclive  of  Virtue,  Ver.  165.  That  even  thefe  can 
make  no  Man  happy  without  Virtue  :  Lifanced  in  Riches, 
Ver.  183.  Honours,  Ver.  191.  Nobility,  Ver.  203. 
Greatnefs,  Ver.  215.  Fame,  Ver.  235.  Superior  Ta- 
lents, Ver.  257,  &c.  With  pictures  of  human  Infelicity  in 
Men  poffejed  of  them  ally  Ver.  267,   &c.     VII.  That  Vir- 

•  tue  only  confitutes  a  Happinefs,  whofe  ohjccl  is  univerfal, 
and  whofe  profpeEl  eternal,  Ver.  307,  &c.  That  the  per- 
fe£lion  of  Virtue  and  Happinefs  conftfls  in  a  conformity  to 
the  Order  of  Providence  here,  and  a  Refignation  to  it 
here  and  hereafter,  Ver.  326,   &c. 
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I^H  Happiness  !  our  being's  end  and  aim! 

Good,   Pleafure,  Eafe,   Content!    whate'er  thy 
name : 
That  fomething  ftill  which  prompts  th*  eternal  figh. 
For  which  we  bear  to  live,  or  dare  to  die, 

Which 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  I.  Oh  Happ'inefs  !  ^c.']   In  the  MS.  thus  i 
Oh  Happinefs  !  to  which  we  all  afpire, 
Wing'd  with  Itrong  hope,  and  borne  by  full  defiie: 
That  eafe,  for  which  in  want,  in  wealth  we  figh  ; 
That  eafe,  for  which  we  labour  and  we  die. 

COM  M  ENTAR  V. 

THE  two  foregoing  Epirtles  having  confidered  Man  with  regard 
to  the  Means  (that  is,  in  all  his  relations,  whether  as  an  Indivi' 
dual,  or  a  Member  of  Society),  this  lail  comes  to  confider  him  with 
regard  to  the  End,  that  is,  Happinefs. 

It  opens  with  an  Invocation  to  Happiness,  in  the  manner  of 
the  ancient  Poets  ;  who,  wlien  dellitute  of  a  patron  God,  apphed 
to  the  Mufe  ;  and  if  fhe  was  not  at  leifure,  took  up  with  any 
fimple  Virtue  next  at  hand,  to  infpire  and  profpcr  their  under- 
takings. This  was  the  ancient  Invocation,  which  few  modern 
Poets  have  had  the  art  to  imitate  with  any  degree  either  of  fpirit 
or  decorum  :  but  our  Author  hath  contrived  to  make  his  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  method  and  reafoning  of  his  philofophic  coinpofition. 
I  will  endeavour  to  explain  fo  uncommon  a  beauty. 

It  is  to  be  obftrvcd  that  the  pagan  Deities  had  each  their  fevcral 
values  znd  p/ares  of  abode ;  with  fome  of  which  they  were  fuppofed 

to 

NOTES. 

Ver.  I.  Oh  Happinefs !'\   He  begins   his  addrefs  to   Happincf* 

after  the  manner  of  the  ancient  hymn5,  by  onumoi-ating  the  titles 

VOL.  III.  t  and 
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Which  ftill  fo  near  us,  yet  beyond  us  lies,  5 

O 'er look' d,  Teen  double,  by  the  fool,  and  wife. 

Plant 

COMMENTARY. 

to  be  more  deliglited  than  others  ;  and  confequently  to  be  then 
moll  propitious  when  invoked  by  the  favourite  name  and  place  : 
Hence  we  lind,  the  hymns  of  Homer,  Orpheus,  and  Callimachus, 
to  be  chiefly  employed  in  reckoning  up  the  feveral  titles  and  habi- 
tations by  which  the  patron  God  was  known  and  diftinguifhed. 
Our  Poet  hath  made  thele  two  circumilances  ferve  to  introduce 
his  fubjed.  His  purpofe  is  to  write  of  Happinefs  :  method,  there- 
fore, requires  that  he  iirfl  define  what  Men  mean  by  Happinefs  j 
and  this  he  does  in  the  ornament  of  a  poetic  Invocation  ;  in  which 
the  feveral  names,  that  HappinsJ'i  goes  by,  are  enumerated  : 

•*  Oh  Happinefs !  our  being's  end  and  aim  ! 

Good,  Pleafurc,  Eafe,  Content!  whate'er  thy  Namf.'* 
After  the  Definition',  that  which  follows  next,  is  the  Propo- 
sition, which  is,  that  human  Happinefs  conjijls  not  in  external 
Advantages.,  hit  in  Virtm.  For  tlie  fubjeft  of  this  epiftle  is  to 
detedl  \^\t  falft:  notions  of  Happinefs,  and  to  fettle  and  explain  the 
true  ;  and  this  the  Poet  lays  down  in  the  next  fixteen  lines.  Now 
the  enumeration  of  the  (evcnljituations  where  Happinefs  is  fuppofed 
to  refide,  is  a  fummary  of  f'll/t^  Happinefs  placed  in  Externals  : 

"   Plant  of  celeltial  feed!    if  dropt  below, 

Sav,  in  what  mortal  foil  thou  deign'il  to  grow  ? 

Fair 

NOTES. 

d:\d  varioiH  pjacc?  of  u'lode  oi  this  goddtfs.  He  has  undoubtedly 
ptrlonihed  tu  r  Jt  the  beginning,  but  he  feems  to  have  dropped 
ihat  idea  in  the  fevonlh  line,  where  the  deity  is  fuddenly  tranf- 
fornicd  into  a  plant  ;  from  tlicnce  this  metaphor  of  a  vegetable  is 
carried  on  dillindly  through  the  eleven  fucceeding  lines,  till  he 
:u(.UL::!v  ret'arns  to  cuniidcr  Happinefs  again  as  a  perfon,  in  the 
cigliteeiitli  liiii', 

••  And  fled  from  Monarchs,  St.  John  !  dwells  with  thee  !" 
For  to  fly  and  to  dwell,  cannot  juilly  be  predicated  of  the  fame 
fubjcd,  that  immediately  before  was   dcfcribcd  as  twining  with 
(annl-^,  and  being  reaped  in  harvcRs. 

Of  the  mimbt:lefs  trcatifes  that  have  been  written  on  Happi. 
ni'f'-,  one  of  the  moll  fenfible  is  that  of  Fontenelle,  in  the  third 
volume  of  liis  works.  Warton. 
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Plant  of  celeftial  feed !  if  dropt  below. 

Say,  in  what  mortal  foil  thou  deign*ft  to  grow  ? 

Fair  op'ning  to  fome  Court's  propitious  fhine^ 

Or  deep  with  diamonds  in  the  flaming  mine  ?  10 

Twin*d  with  the  wreaths  Parnaflian  laurels  yield, 

Or  reap'd  in  iron  harvefts  of  the  field  ? 

Where  grows  ? — where  grows  it  not  ?  If  vain  our  toil. 

We  ought  to  blame  the  culture,  not  the  foil : 

Fix'd  to  no  fpot  is  Happinefs  fmcere,  1 5 

'Tis  no  where  to  be  found,  or  ev*ry  where ; 

'Ti? 

COMMENTARY. 

t^alr  op'ning  to  fome  Court's  propitious  fhine, 
Or  dcf  p  with  di'monds  in  the  flaming  mine  ? 
Twin'd  with  the  wreaths  Parnaflian  laurels  yield, 
Or  reap'd  in  iron  harvefts  of  the  field  ?" 
Pile  fix  remaining  lines  deliver  the  true  notion  of  Happinefs,  and 
Ihew  that  it  is  rightly  placed  in  Virtue.     Which  is  fummed  up  in 
ihcfc  two  : 

*♦   Fix'd  to  no  fpot  is  Happinefs  fincere  ; 

'i^is  nowhere  to  be  found,  or  cv'ry  where." 
The  Poet,  having  thus  defined  his  terms,  and  laid  down  his  pro- 
pofition,    proccedi    to  the   fapport    of  his    Thefis ;    the    various 
argument-  of  wliich  make  up  the  body  of  the  Epiftle. 

WARBfRTOV 
NOTES. 

Vr.R.  16.  'Tis  no  luhcreto  be  found,  Ifjc.^  There  is  fomeihing  very 
ilriking  and  poetical  in  Herbert's  little  hymn,  who  inquires,  liks 
j'lr  Author,  where  he  fliall  find  the  abode  of  Peace  and  Happi- 
ritf;.     'I'he  Isill:  (lan/a  i<;  particularly  beautiful: 

"  Swtct  Peace,  where  doft  thou  dwell,   I  humbly  crarr: ' 
Let  ine  once  know  : 
I  fought  thee  in  a  fccrct  place, 
.'\nd  alk'd  if  Peace  were  there. 
A  hollow  Wind  did  feem  to  anfwer,  •'  No  ; 
Go,  leek  clfc-whcrc." 

I  did  ;  and  going,  did  a  rainbow  note,''  Jf't-.  •  ' 

L  2 
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'Tis  never  to  be  bought,  but  always  free, 
And  fled  from   Monarchs,  St.  John  !   dwells   with 
thee. 
Afk  of  the  LearnM  the  way  ?    The  Leam'd  are 

blind ; 
This  bids  to  ferve,  and  that  to  fhun  mankind  ;         2c 

Some 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  19.  Ajh  of  the  Leani'd,  cS't.]  He  begins  (from  ver.  18  to 
l().)  with  deteding  the  falfe  notions  of  Happinefs.  Thefe  are  of. 
two  kinds,  the  Ph'thfoph'ical  and  Popular  :  The  Popular  he  had 
recapitulated  in  the  invocation,  when  Happinefs  was  called  upon, 
at  her  fcvei-al  i'lippokd  places  of  abode  :  the  Philofophical  only 
remaincd  to  be  delivered  : 

"  Afk  of  the  Leani'd  the  way  ?     The  Learn'd  ai-e  blind  : 

This  bide  to  ferve,  and  that  to  (liua  mankind  ; 

Soine  place  the  blifs  in  adioii,  fomc  in  cafe  ; 

Thofe  call  it  Pleafure,  and  Contentment  thefe." 
They  differed  as  well  in  the  means,  as  in  the  nature  of  the  emi. 
Some  placed  Happinefs  in  AAion,  fome  in  Contemplation  ;  the 
firfl  ceiiled  it  Pkafnre,  the  fccond  Eafe.  Of  thofe  who  placed  it 
in  Action  and  called  it  Pleafure,  the  route  they  purfued  either 
funk  them  \\\\.o  fenjual  Pleafures,  which  ended  in  Pain;  or  led 
them  in  fcarch  of  Imaginary  Perfeclions,  unfuitable  to  their  nature 
and  Itation  (feeEp.  i.),  w^hich  ended  in  Vanity.  Of  thofe  who 
placed  it  in  Eafe,  the  contemplative  flation  they  were  fixed  in, 
made  feme,  for  their  quiet,  find  truth  in  evsry  thing ;  others,  in 
nothing  : 

"  Who  thus  define  it,  fay  they  more  or  lefs 
Thaii  this,  that  Plappinefs  is  Plappinefs  ?" 
The  <:onfiitation  of  thcfe  Philolophic  errors  he  (hews  to  be  vcrv 
eafy,  one  coinmon  fallacy  running  through  them  all  ;  namely  thii, 
that  initead  of  telling  us  in  what  the  happinefs  of  human  nature  con- 
fills,  which  was  what  was  aflced  of  them,  each  bufies  himfelf  ii> 
-explaining  in  what  he  placed  his  oiun.  Warburton. 

NOTE  s. 
Vr  R..  18.  Si. John  !  chi;elh  luith  thce.'\   Among  the  many  paf- 
fagce  in  Bolingljroke's  Pollhumous  Works  that  bear  a  clofe  refem- 

blance 
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Some  place  the  blifs  in  adtion,  fome  in  eafe, 
Thofe  call  it  Pleafure,  and  Contentment  thefe ; 
Some  funk  to  Beads,  find  pleafure  end  in  pain ; 
Some  fweird  to  Gods  confefs,  ev*n  Virtue  vain ! 
Or  indolent,  to  each  extreme  they  fall,  25 

To  truft  in  ev'ry  thing,  or  doubt  of  all. 

Who  thus  define  it,  fay  they  more  or  lefs 
Than  this,  that  Happinefs  is  Happinefs  ? 

Take 

NOTES. 

blance  to  the  tenets  of  this  Effay,  are  the  following  :  Vol.  iv. 
oftavo  edition,  pp.  223.  324.  388,  389.  alfo  pp.49.  316.  328. 
336>337-  339-     And  in  Vol.  v.  pp.  5,  6.  17.  92.51.  113.  310. 

Wartos'. 

Ver.  2 1 .  23.  Some  place  the  bl'ifs  in  aNicn, 

Somefunl  to  Becijls,  Cifc] 
I .  Thofe  who  place  Happinefs,  or  the  fuinmum  bonum,  in  Pleafure, 
H^ov's;  fuch  as  the  Cyrenaic  feci,  called,  on  that  account,  tlie 
Hedonic.  2.  Thofe  who  place  it  in  a  certain  tranquillity  or 
calmnefs  of  Mind,  which  they  call  T.C^viAa. ;  fuch  as  the  Demo- 
critic  fe£t.  3.  Tlie  Epicurean.  4.  The  Stoic.  5.  The  Prota- 
gorean,  which  held  that  Man  was  wo.vtj.v  ^^r,ij.xru:ii  ju.'-r^oy,  the  mea- 
/lire  of  all  things  ;  for  that  all  things  wliich  appear  to  liiin,  are,  and 
thofe  things  which  appear  not  to  any  Man,  are  not ;  fo  that  tvery 
imagination  or  opinion  of  every  Man  was  true.  6.  The  Sceptic  : 
VVIiufe  abfolute  doubt  is,  with  great  judgment,  faid  to  be  the 
effcft  of  Indolence,  as  well  as  the  abfolute  trull  of  the  Protago- 
rcan  :  For  the  fame  dread  of  labour  attCTiding  the  fearch  of  tn;th, 
whicli  makes  the  Protagorean  prchime  it  is  always  at  hand,  makes 
the  Sceptic  conclude  it  is  never  to  be  found.  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  the  la/inefs  of  the  one  is  dcfponding,  a^d  the  lazi- 
iiefi  of  the  other  fanguinc ;  yet  both  can  give  it  a  good  name,  aivj 
callit  Happiness.  Warhukton. 

Ver.  23.  Somefunh  to  Beajls,  IIjc."]  Thefe  four  li'.:es  addtd  in 
the  lad  Edition,  as  necclfary  to  complete  the  fummary  of  the  falle 
nurfuits  after  Happinefs  among  the  Greek  Philofophers. 

Warhurton. 

^  3 
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Take  Nature's  path,  and  mad  Opinion*s  leave ; 
All  ftates  can  reach  it,  and  all  heads  conceive ;       30 
Obvious  her  goods,  in  no  extreme  they  dwell ; 
There  needs  but  thinking  right,  and  meaning  well ; 
And  mourn  our  various  portions  as  we  pleafe, 
Equal  is  Common  Senfe,  and  Common  Eafe. 

Remember,  Man,  "  the  Univerfal  Caufe  35 

*'  Ads  not  by  partial,  but  by  gen'ral  laws  :'* 

And 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  29.  Tah  Nature's  path,  &c.']  The  Poet  tlKn  proceeds 
(from  ver.  28  to  35.)  to  reform  their  millakes  ;  and  (hews  them 
that,  if  they  will  but  take  the  road  of  Nature,  and  leave  that  of 
mad  Opinion,  they  will  foon  find  Happinefs  to  be  a  good  of  the 
fpecics,  and,  like  Common  Senfe,  equally  diflributcd  to  all  man- 
kind. Warbvrton. 

Ver^35.  Remember,  Man,  iljc.~\  Having  expofed  the  two  falfc 
fpecies  of  Happinefs,  the  Philofoph'tcal  and  Popular,  and  denounced 
the  true  ;  in  order  to  eftabhfli  the  laft,  he  goes  on  to  a  confutation 
of  the  two  former. 

I.  He  firll  (from  ver.  34  to  49.)  confutes  the  Pbilofoplncal ; 
which,  as  we  faid,  makes  Happinefs  a  particular,  not  a  general 
good  :  And  this  two  ways ;  i .  From  his  grand  principle,  that 
God  adls  by  general  laws  ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  Hap- 
pinefs, which  fupportsthe  well-being  of  every  fyftem,  mull  needs 
be  univerfal;  and  not  partial,  as  the  Philofophers  conceived. 
2.  From  faft,  that  Man  inftinftively  concurs  with  this  defiguatiou 
of  Providence,  to  make  Happinefs  univerfal,  by  his  having  no 
delight  in  any  thing  uucommunicattdor  uucommunicablc. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 
Ver.  32.  There  needs  but  thinking  right,    iiSc.']   This  is  a   very 
concife  mode  of  making  men  wife  and  virtuous ;  but  it  is  to  be 
feared  this  wifdom  and  virtue  is  not  always  to  be  fo  eafily  attained 
as  this  verfe  fuppofes. 

Ver.  34.  Equal  is  Common  Senfe,'^  The  experience  of  every  day 
and  every  hour  convinces  us  of  the  falfehood  of  this  Stoical  boaft. 

Warton. 
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And  makes  what  Happinefs  we  juflly  call 

Subfifl  not  in  the  good  of  one,  but  all. 

There's  not  a  blefling  Individuals  find, 

But  fome  way  leans  and  hearkens  to  the  kind  ;        40 

No  Bandit  fierce,  no  Tyrant  mad  with  pride, 

No  cavern'd  Hermit,  reds  felf-fatisfy'd  : 

Who  mod  to  fhun  or  hate  Mankind  pretend, 

Seek  an  admirer,  or  would  fix  a  friend  : 

Abftrad  what  others  feel,  what  others  think,  45 

All  pleafures  ficken,  and  all  glories  fink : 

Each  has  his  fhare  ;  and  who  would  more  obtain. 

Shall  find,  the  pleafure  pays  not  half  the  pain. 

Order  is  Heav*n*s  firfi:  law  ;  and  this  confeft. 
Some  are,  and  muft  be,  greater  than  the  relt,  50 

More 

COM  MENT  ARY. 

V  ER.  49.  Ordtr  is  Heaven's Jirjl  laiv ;'\  II.  In  the  fecoiid  place 
ftrom  ver.  48  1067.),  he  confutes  the  popular  error  concerning 
Ilappiut-fs,  namely,  that  it  confills  in  externals  :  This  he  doesj^r,'/, 
by  inquiring  into  the  reafons  of  the  prefent  providential  difpolitioii 
of  external  goods  :  A  topic  of  confutation  chofen  with  the  grtatell 
accuracy  and  penetration  :  For,  if  it  appears  they  were  given  in 
:hc  maimer  we  fee  them  diHrihuted,  for  rtafons  different  from  the 
Ilappinefri  of  Individuals,  it  is  abfurd  to  think,  that  they  Piiould 
make  part  of  that  Happinefs.  He  fliews,  therefore,  that  diiparity 
ot  external  pofTeffions  among  men  was  for  the  fake  of  Society  : 
I.  I'o  promote  the  harmony  and  happinefs  of  a  fyllem  ;  becaufe 
the  want  of  external  goods  in  fome,  and  the  abimdance  in  others, 
incrcafe  general  harmony  in  the  obliger  and  obliged.  \  ct  here 
(iays  he)  mark  the  impartial  wifdom  of  Heaven  ;  tliis  very  inequa- 
lity of  externals,  by  contributing  to  general  harmony  and  order, 
pruduccth  an  equality  of  Happinefs  amongll  Individuals. 

z.  'I'o  prevent  perpetual  difcord  amongll  men  equal  in  power  ; 
wliich  an  equal  dillribution  of  external  goods  would  neceflarily 
occafion.     From  hence  he  concludes,  that  as  external  goods  wcn- 

L  4  J'Ut- 
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More  rich,  more  wife ;  but  who  Infers  from  hence 

That  fuch  are  happier,  fhocks  all  common  fenfe. 

Heav*n  to  Mankind  impartial  we  confefs. 

If  all  are  equal  in  their  Happinefs : 

But  mutual  wants  this  Happinefs  increafe ;  ^^ 

All  Nature's  difference  keeps  all  Nature's  peace. 

Condition,  circumftance  is  not  the  thing  ; 

Blifs  is  the  fame  in  fubjed  or  in  king. 

In  who  obtain  defence,  or  who  defend. 

In  him  who  is,  or  him  who  finds  a  friend  :  6© 

Heav'n  breathes  thro'  ev'ry  member  of  the  whole 

One  common  blefling,  as  one  common  foul. 

But  Fortune's  gifts  if  each  alike  poiTefl:, 

And  each  were  equal,  mud  not  all  conteft  ? 

If  then  to  all  Men  Happinefs  was  jiieant,  65 

God  in  Externals  could  not  place  Content. 

Fortune 

VARIATION?. 

After  Ver.  52.  in  the  MS. 

Say  not,  "  Heav'n's  here  profufc,  there  poorly  faves, 
*'  And  for  one  Monarch  makes  a  thoufand  ilave?," 
Yo\j'll  find,  when  Caufes  and  their  Ends  are  known, 
'Twas  for  the  thoufand  Hcav'n  has  made  that  one. 

After  Ver.  66.  in  the  MS. 

'Tis  peace  of  mind  alone  is  at  a  flay  : 
The  reit  mad  Fortune  gives  or  takes  away. 
All  other  blifs  by  accident's  debar'd  ; 
But  Virtue's,  in  the  inftant,  a  reward  ; 
In  hardeft  trials  operates  the  beft, 
And  more  is  relifli'd  as  the  more  diftrelh 

COMMENTARY. 

not  given  for  the  reward  of  virtue,  but  for  many  different  purpofes, 
God  could  not,  if  he  intended  Happinefs  for  all,  place  it  in  the 
enjoyment  of  externals.  Warburtck. 
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Fortune  her  gifts  may  varioufly  difpofe. 
And  thefe  be  happy  call'd,  unhappy  thofe ; 
But  Heav'n's  juft  balance  equal  will  appear. 
While  thofe  are  placM  in  Hope,  and  thefe  in  Fear : 
Not  prcfent  good  or  ill,  the  joy  or  curfe,  71 

But  future  views  of  better,  or  of  worfe. 

Oh  fons  of  earth  !  attempt  ye  ftill  to  rife. 
By  mountains  pil'd  on  mountains,  to  the  fkies  ? 
Heav'n  flill  with  laughter  the  vain  toil  furveys,        '^^ 
And  buries  madmen  in  the  heaps  they  raife. 

Know,  all  the  good  that  individuals  find. 
Or  God  and  Nature  meant  to  mere  Mankind, 

Reafon's 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  67.  Fortune  her  gijis  may  varloujly  difpofe,  tffc."]  His Jecon J 
argument  (from  ver.  66  to  73.)  againftthe  popular  error  of  Happi- 
nefs  being  placed  in  externals,  is,  that  the  pofTefiion  of  them  is 
infeparably  attended  with  fear ;  the  want  of  them  with  hope ; 
which  direftly  eroding  all  their  pretenfions  to  making  happy,  evi- 
dently fliews  that  God  had  placed  Happinefs  elfcwhere.  And 
hence,  in  concluding  this  argument,  he  takes  occafion  (from 
ver.  72  to  77.)  to  upbraid  the  defperate  folly  and  impiety  of  thofe, 
who,  in  fpite  of  God  and  Nature,  will  yet  attempt  to  place  Happi- 
nefs in  externals  : 

"  Oh  fons  of  earth  !  attempt  ye  ftil!  to  rife. 
By  mountains  pil'd  on  moui.t  rns,  to  the  (liies? 
Heav'n  ftill  with  laughter  the  vain  toil  furveys. 
And  buries  madmen  in  :'...  heaps  they  raife." 

"War  BURTON. 
Ver.  77.  Know,  all  the  good,  Iffc."]  The  Poet  having  thus  con- 
futed the  two  errors  concerning  Happinefs,  the  rh'tlofophical  and 
Popular  ;  and  proved  that  true  HappiueG  was  neither  folitarj'  and 
partial,  nor  yet  placed  in  externals  ;  goes  on  (from  ver.  76  to  83.) 
to  fliew  in  what  it  doth  confilt.  He  had  before  laid  in  general, 
and  repeated  it,  that  Happinefs  lay  in  common  to  the  wliole.fpccies. 
He  now  brings  us  better  acquainted  with  it,  in  a  more  explicit 

accoum 
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Reafon's  whole  pleafure,  all  the  joys  of  Senfe, 

Lie  in  three  words,  Health,  Peace,  and  Competence. 

But  Health  confifts  with  Temperance  alone ;  8 1 

And  Peace,  oh  Virtue !  Peace  is  all  thy  own. 

The  good  or  bad  the  gifts  of  Fortune  gain ; 

But  thefe  lefs  tafte  them,  as  they  worfe  obtain. 

Say,  in  purfuit  of  profit  or  delight,  85 

Who  rifk  the  moil,  that  take  wrong  means,  or  right  ? 

Of  Vice  or  Virtue,  whether  bled  or  curft. 

Which  meets  contempt,  or  which  compaffion  firfl  ? 

Coun? 

COMMENTARY. 

account  of  its  nature  ;  and  tells  us,  it  is  all  contained  m  he.altL^ 
peace,  and  competence;  but  that  thefe  are  to  be  gained  only  by 
Virtue,  namely,  by  temperance,  innocence,  and  induftry. 

Warburtok 
Ver.  83.  The  good  or  had,  cif^r.]   Hitherto  the  Poet  hath  only 
confidered  health  and  peace  : 

*'  But  Health  confills  with  Temperance  alone ; 
And  Peace,  oh  Virtue  !   Peace  is  all  thy  own." 
One  head  yet  remained  to  be  fpoken  to,   namely,  competence.     In 
the  purfuit  of  health  and  peace  there  is  no  danger  of  running  into 
cxcefs ;  but  the  cafe  is  different  with  regard  to  competence  :  here 
wealth  and  affluence  would  be  apt  to  be  midaken  for  it,  in  men's 
pafiionate  purfuit  after  external  goods.     To  obviate  this  miilake, 
therefore,  the  Poet  fhews  (from  ver.  82  to  93.),  that,  as  exorbi- 
tant wealth  adds  nothing  to  the  Happinefs  ariling  from  a  competence ; 
fo,   as  it  is  generally  ill-gotten,  it  is  attended  with  circumflanccc 
which  weaken  another  part  of  this  triple  cord,  namely  peace. 
"  Reafon's  whole  pleafure,  all  the  joys  of  Senfc, 

Lie  in  three  words.  Health,  Peace,  and  Competence. 
But  Health  confifts  with  Temperance  alone  ; 
And  Peace,  oh  Virtue  !   Peace  is  all  thy  own." 

WaRBI  R.TON 
NOTES. 

Ver.  88.    Which  meets  contempt,"}   Compuffio:),  it  will  be  laid,  i^ 
but  a  poor  compenfation  for  miferj-.  Wartu.v 
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Count  all  th'  advantage  profp*rous  Vice  attains, 
'Tis  but  what  Virtue  flies  from  and  difdains :  90 

And  grant  the  bad  what  happinefs  they  wou'd, 
One  they  muft  want,  which  is,  to  pafs  for  good. 

Oh  blind  to  truth,  and  God's  whole  fcheme  below. 
Who  fancy  Blifs  to  Vice,  to  Virtue  Woe ! 

Wh© 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  92.  in  the  MS. 

Let  fober  Moralills  correft  their  fpecch, 
No  bad  man's  happy  :  he  is  great,  or  rich. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  93.  Oh  blind  to  truth,  Iffc."]  Our  Author  having  thu» 
largely  confuted  the  miftake,  that  Happinefs  confifts  in  externals,, 
proceeds  to  expofe  the  terrible  confeqnences  of  fuch  an  opinion, 
on  the  fentiments  and  pradlice  of  all  forts  of  men  ;  making  the 
D'l/folute,  impious  and  atheiftical ;  the  Religiousy  uncharitable  and 
intolerant  ;  and  the  Good,  relllcfs  and  difcontent .  For  when  it  is 
once  taken  for  granted,  that  happine  s  confirts  in  externals,  it  is 
immediately  feen  that  ill  men  are  often  more  happy  than  the  Good  ; 
which  fets  all  conditions  on  obje6ling  to  the  ways  of  Providence : 
and  fome  even  on  ralhly  attempting  to  rectify  its  dilpenfations, 
though  by  the  violation  of  all  laws,  divine  and  human.  Now  this 
being  the  moil  important  part  of  the  fubje6t  under  confideration, 
is  defervedly  treated  moil  at  large.  And  here  it  will  be  proper  tu 
take  notice  of  the  art  of  the  Poet  in  making  this  confutation  ferve, 
at  the  fame  time,  for  a  full  folution  of  all  objeftions  which  might 
be  made  to  his  main  propofition,  that  Happinefs  confijli  not  in 
externals. 

I.  He  begins,  firft  of  all,  with  the  atheiftical  complainers  ;  and 
purfucs  their  impiety  from  ver.  92  to  131. 

**  Oh  bhnd  to  truth  J  and  God's  whole  fcheme  below,"  Sec. 

Warburtow. 
NOT  f.  s. 

Ver.  92.  /J  pafs  for  good.']  But  are  not  the  one  frequently 
niilhiken  for  tlic  other  i  How  many  profligate  hyjiocrites  have 
O'. (ltd  for  good.'  7  Warton, 
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Who  fees  and  follows  that  great  fcheme  the  beft,     95 
Beft  knows  the  bleffing,  and  will  moft  be  bleft. 
But  fools,  the  Good  alone  unhappy  call. 
For  ills  or  accidents  that  chance  to  all. 
See  Falkland  dies,  the  virtuous  and  the  juft ! 
See  god-like  Turenne  prollrate  on  the  duft !        100 

See 

COMMENTARY. 

VER.97.  But  fools y  the  Good  alone  unhappy  calif  ^f.]  He  cx- 
pofes  their  folly,  even  in  their  own  notions  of  external  goods. 

I.  By  examples   (from  ver.  98  to  m.),  where  he  fhews,  ^;_y?, 
that  if  good  men  have  been  untimely  cut  off,  this  is  not  to  be 
afcribed  to  their  virtue,  but  to  a  contempt  of  life,  which  hurried 
them   into  dangers.     Secondly,  That  if  they  will   ftill  perfift  in 
afcribing  untimely  death  to  virtue,  they  muft  needs,  on  the  fame 
principle,  afcribe  long  life  to  it  alfo  ;  confequently,  as  the  argu- 
ment, in  fact,  concludes  both  ways,  in  logic  it  concludes  neither. 
**  Say,  was  it  Virtue,  more  tho'  Heav'n  ne'er  gave, 
JLamented  Digby  !  funk  thee  to  the  grave  ? 
Tell  me,  if  Virtue  made  the  Son  expire, 
Why,  full  of  days  and  honour,  hves  the  Sire  :" 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  99.  See  Falkland]  His  genius,  his  learning,  his  inte- 
grity,  his  patriotifm,  are  eloquently  difplayed  by  Cowley,  as 
well  as  by  Clarendon  ;  but  Lord  Orford  thinks  the  portrait  by  the 
latter  too  flattering  and, over-charged.  If  any  proofs  had  been 
v?3nting  of  the  violence  and  haughtinefs  of  archbiihop  Laud,  this 
virtuous  nobleman's  oppofing  him  would  have  been  fufficieiit.  He 
affifted  Chillingwortli  in  his  great  work  againil  Popery  ;  and  he 
wrote  fome  very  elegant  verfes  to  Sandys,  on  his  Trauflation  of 
the  Pfalms.  The  gallantry  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  mentioned  in  a 
fucceeding  line  (loi.),  cannot  be  difputed  ;  but  whether  the  death 
of  this  valorous  knight  was  a  proper  example  of  fuffering  viitue 
to  be  here  introduced,  is  another  qucftion.  Warton  , 

Ver.  100.  See  god-lihe'VvK^fsSE']  This  great  general  was  killed 
July  27,  1675,  by  a  cannot-fiiot,  near  the  village  of  Sultyback, 

in 
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See  Sidney  bleeds  amid  the  martial  ftrife! 

Was  this  their  Virtue,  or  Contempt  of  Life  ? 

Say,  was  it  Virtue,  more  tho*  Heav'n  ne*er  gave. 

Lamented  Digby  !  funk  thee  to  the  grave  ? 

Tell  me,  if  Virtue  made  the  Son  expire,  105 

Why,  full  of  days  and  honour,  lives  the  Sire  ? 

Why 

NOTES. 

in  goinjr  to  choofe  a  place  whereon  to  ereft  a  battery.  "  No  one,** 
fays  Voltaire,  "  is  ignorant  of  the  circumftances  of  his  death  ;  but 
we  cannot  here  refrain  a  review  of  the  principal  of  them,  for  the 
larae  reafon  that  they  are  ftill  talked  of  every  day.  It  feems  as  if 
one  could  not  too  often  repeat,  tliat  the  fame  bullet  which  killed 
him,  having  (hot  off  the  arm  of  St:  Hilaire,  lieutenant-general  of 
the  artillery,  his  fon  came  and  bewailed  his  misfortune  with  many 
tears  ;  but  the  father,  looking  towards  Turenne,  faid,  *  It  is  not 
1,  but  that  great  man,  who  fhould  be  lamented.'  Thefe  words 
may  be  compared  with  the  moft  heroic  fayings  recorded  in  all  hif- 
tory  ;  and  arc  the  bed  eulogy  that  can  be  beftowed  upon  Turenne. 
It  is  uncommon  under  a  defpotic  government,  where  people  are 
actuated  only  by  private  interelts,  for  thofe  who  have  ferved  their 
country  to  die  regretted  by  the  public.  Neverthelefs,  Turenne 
was  lamented  both  by  the  foldiers  and  people  ;  and  Louvois  was 
ihe  only  one  who  rejoiced  at  his  death.  The  honours  wliich  the 
king  ordered  to  be  paid  to  liis  memory  are  known  to  every  one; 
and  that  he  was  interred  at  St.  Denis,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
conllable  du  Gucfclin."  But  how  much  is  the  glory  of  Turenne 
tarniihed  by  his  cruel  devaftation  of  the  Palatinate  ?         Wartom. 

Vf.r.  loi.  Sir  SiDVF  Y  ^'l^•'</.o]  Among  the  many  things  related 
of  tlie  life  and  character  of  this  all-accomphflied  perfon,  it  docs  not 
fcem  to  be  much  known,  that  he  was  the  intimate  friend  and 
patron  of  the  famous  atheift  Giordano  Bruno;  was  in  a  fecrct  club 
with  him  and  Sir  Fulk  Grovillo,  held  in  London  in  1587  ;  and 
that  the  Spaccio  dtUa  Bcftui  Triomfante  was  at  th.at  time  con- 
pofed  and  printed  in  I^onJon,  ami  dedicaltd  to  Sir  Philip.  Sec 
General  Dictionary,  vol.  iii.  p.  62:;.  W.\rto>;. 

Ver.  104.  Lijm.-ru,\ix)ir,r.-:  ["^  T'nj  Ilcnoui-ubl.-  Robert  Diijby. 
See  Epitaph'. 
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Why  drew  Marfeilles'  good  bifliop  purer  breath, 
"When  Nature  ficken'd,  and  each  gale  was  death  ? 
Or  why  fo  long  (in  life  if  long  can  be) 
Lent  Heav'n  a  parent  to  the  poor  and  me  ?  no 

What 

NOTES. 

Ver.  107.  IVhy  drew']  M.  de  Belfance,  bifhop  of  Marfeilles. 
This  illuftrious  prelate  was  of  a  noble  family  in  Guienne.  In  early 
life  he  took  the  vows,  and  belonged  to  a  convent  of  Jefuits.  He 
was  made  bifliop  of  Marfeilles  in  1709. 

In  the  plague  of  that  city,  in  the  year  1720,  he  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  his  zeal  and  activity,  being  the  paftor,  the  phyfician, 
and  the  magillrate  of  his  flock,  whilft  that  horrid  calamity. pre- 
vailed. Louis  XV.  in  1723,  offered  him  a  more  confiderable 
bifhopric  (to  which  peculiar  feudal  honours  were  annexed),  that 
of  Laon  in  Picardy.  He  refufed,  however,  to  quit  that  of  Mar- 
feilles, giving  for  a  reafon,  that  he  could  not  defert  a  flock  which 
had  been  fo  endeared  to  him  by  their  misfortunes  and  his  own  exer- 
tions. The  king,  however,  infifted  upon  his  accepting  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  appealing,  in  all  his  own  caufes,  either  temporal  or  fpiri- 
tual,  to  the  Parhament  of  Paris.  The  Pope  fent  him  from  Rome 
ant  ornament  called  Pallium,  worn  only  by  archbifhops.  He  died 
at  a  very  advanced  age,  ia  the  year  1755,  after  having  founded  a 
college  in  Marfeilles,  which  bears  his  name,  and  after  having 
Vi^ritten  the  Hiftory  of  the  Lives  of  his  Predeceffors  in  that  See- 
When  he  was  grand  vicar  of  Agen,  he  publiflied  the  life  of  a 
female  relation  of  his,  who  was  eminent  for  her  piety,  with  this 
title,  "  Vie  de  Sufanne  Henriette  de  Foix  Candale."  Vaniere  has 
finely  celebrated  him.     Lib.  iii.  of  the  Praedium  Rufticum. 

Warton. 

Ver.  108.  When  Nature ftchn\!,'\  A  verfe  of  marvellous  com- 
prehenfion  and  expreflivenefs,  adopted  from  Dryden's  Mifcellanies, 
V.  6.  The  effects  of  this  peftilence  are  more  emphatically  fet 
forth  in  thefe  few  words,  than  in  forty  fuch  Odes  as  Sprat's  on  the 
Plague  at  Athens.     A  fine  example  of  what  Dion.  Halicarnaffus 

calls  Hw.volr^io:  KKKTi^-io'trAo:.  WaRTON. 

Ver.  I  to.   Lent  Heaven  a  parent,  ^c-l    This  laft  inflance  of  the 

Poet's  illulhation  of  the  ways  of  Providence,  the  reader  fees,  ha-. 

a  pecuha.- 
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What  makes  all  phyfical  or  moral  ill  ? 
There  deviates  Nature,  and  here  wanders  Will. 
God  fends  not  111  j  if  rightly  underftood. 
Or  partial  111  is  univerfal  Good, 

Or 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  III.  What  makes  al!  phyfical  or  moral  ill?'}  2.  He  expofes 
thoir  fully  (from  ver.  iio  to  131),  by  confiderations  drawn  from 
the  fyllem  of  Nature;  and  thefe  twofold,  natural  and  moral.  You 
accufe  God,  fays  he,  becaufe  tlie  good  man  is  fubjeft  to  natural 
and  moral  evil ;  Let  us  fee  whence  thefe  proceed :  Natural  evil  is 
the  neccfTary  confequence  of  a  material  world  fo  conftitiited  :  But 
that  .thi^i  conditutioii  was  bcft,  we  have  proved  in  the  firft  Epiftle. 
Moral  evil  arifetii  Irom  the  depraved  will  of  Man  :  Therefore 
neither  owe  nor  the  other  from  God.  But  you  fay  (adds  the 
Poet,  to  thefe  impious  complainers),  that  though  it  be  fit  Man 
fliould  fuffer  the  itiikrics  which  he  brings  upon  himfelf,  by  the 
commifliun  of  moral  evil  ;  yet  it  feems  unfit  that  his  innocent  pof- 
ti  lity  fliould  bear  a  fhare  of  the  burthen.  To  this,  fays  he,  I 
vj^ly, 

"  We  juft  as  wifely  might  of  Heav'n  complain 

That  righteous  Abel  was  dcftroy'd  by  Cain, 

As  that  the  virtuous  fon  is  ill  at  eafe, 

When  his  lewd  father  gave  the  dire  difeafe." 
r>ur.  yoii  will  fay,  Why  doth  not  God  either  prevent,  or  immedi- 
ately repair  thefe  eviii  ?     Vou  may  as  well  afk,  why  he  doth  not 
work  continual  miracles,  and  every  moment  reverfe  the  eftabliftied 
laws  of  Nature  : 

"  Shall  burning  Etna,  if  a  fage  requires,"  &c. 
'Yli'ii  is  the   force  of  the   Poi't's  realoning  ;  and  thefe  the  men  to 
whom   he  addreifeili    it ;    namely,    the    liberliac   cavillers    againft 
Provit'encc.  Waxuur  los. 

NOTES. 

a  peculiar  eU'fjar.cc  ;  where  a  tribute  of  piety  to  a  parent  i?  paid  in 
return  of  thanks  to,  and  made  fubfervient  of  his  vindication  of, 
the  g'-eat  Giver  and  Failier  of  all  things.  The  Mother  of  the 
Author,  a  perlon  cif  great  pis-^ty  and  charity,  died  the  year  this 
poem  was  finiflied,  viz.  17^^.  Warkurto.v. 

Vfr..  112.  There  deviates  N'dturc,']  Tiierc  is  certainly  an  obfcu- 
ritv  in  the  word  Pope  ufcs,   "  Nature." 
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Or  Change  admits,  or  Nature  lets  it  fall ;  115 

Short,  and  but  rare,  till  Man  improv'd  it  all. 

We  juft  as  wifely  might  of  Heav*n  complain 

That  righteous  Abel  was  deftroy'd  by  Cain, 

As  that  the  virtuous  fon  is  ill  at  eafe 

When  his  lewd  father  gave  the  dire  difeafe.  i>2o 

Think  we,  like  fome  weak  Prince,  th'  Eternal  Caufe, 

Prone  for  his  favorites  to  reverfe  his  laws  ? 

Shall 

VARIATION  S. 

After  Ver.  1 16.  in  the  MS. 

Of  ev'ry  evil,  fincc  the  world  began. 
The  real  fource  is  not  in  God,  but  man. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  1 1 5'.  Or  Change  admits,']  The  reafons  afiigned  for  the 
Origin  of  Evil,  in  thefe  two  lines,  are  furely  not  fohd  and  fatis- 
fadlory,  and  the  doclrine  is  expreffed  in  obfcure  and  equivocal 
terms.  Thefe  fiK  lines  are  perhaps  the  moll  exceptionable  in  the 
whole  Poem,  in  point  both  of  fentiment  and  expreffion. 

Warton. 
Ver.  121.  Think  nve,  hhe  fame  weak  Prince,  ^c."]  Agreeable 
hereunto.  Holy  Scripture,  in  its  account  of  things  under  the  com- 
mon Providence  of  Heaven,  never  reprefents  miracles  as  wrought 
for  the  fake  of  him  who  is  the  objedl  of  them,  but  in  order 
to  give  credit  to  fome  of  God's  extraordinary  difpenfations  to 
Mankind.  Warburton. 

Akenfide  has  thus  enlarged  on  this  opinion,  book  i.  p.  120.  in. 
a  more  copious  and  diffufe  ftyle  and  manner : 

Left  blind  o'erweening  pride 

Pollute  their  offerings  :  left  their  felfifh  heart 
Say  to  the  heavenly  ruler,  **  At  our  call 
Relents  thy  power  :  by  us  thy  arm  is  mov'd  ! 
Fools !  who  of  God  as  of  each  other  deem  : 
Who  his  invariable  afts  deduce 
From  fudden  counfels  tranfient  as  their  own  ; 
Nor  farther  of  his  bounty,  than  the  event 
Which  haply  meets  their  loud  and  eager  prayer, 

Ackijow- 
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Shall  burning  Etna,  if  a  fage  requires, 
Forget  to  thunder,  and  recall  her  fires  ? 
On  air  or  fea  new  motions  be  impreft,  1 25 

Oh  blamelefs  Bethel !  to  relieve  thy  breaifl:  ? 

When 

NOTES. 

Acknowledge  ;  nor,  beyond  the  drop  minute, 
Which  liaply  they  have  tafted,  heed  the  fource 
That  flows  from  all ;  the  fountain  of  his  love  ; 
Which,  from  the  fummit  where  he  fits  inthron'd. 
Pours  health  and  joy,  unfailing  ftreams  throughout 
The  fpacious  region  flourifliing  in  view. 
The  goodly  work  of  his  eternal  day, 
His  own  fair  univerfe  ;  on  which  alone 
Hiscounfels  fix,  and  whence  alone  his  will 
Affumt'S  her  ftrong  direftion."  Warton. 

Ver.  123.  S/ja//  turning  Etna,  is'c.']  Alluding  to  the  fate  of 
thofe  two  great  Naturalifts,  Empcdocles  and  Phny,  who  both 
perifhed  by  too  near  an  approach  to  Etna  and  Vefuvius,  while 
they  were  exploring  the  caufe  of  their  eruptions.  Warburton. 
Ver.  125.  On  air  or  fea"]  It  was  obferved  in  the  Adventurer, 
many  years  before  the  elegant  Letter  to  Mr.  Mafon,  on  the  Marks 
of  Imitation,  appeared,  that  this  whole  paffage,  and  even  the 
expreffions,  "  New  motions  be  impreft,"  and  "  Shall  gravitation 
ccafe,"  were  taken  from  Wollafton,  fedlion  v.  p.  99. 

Wollallon,  in  this  fection,  endeavours  to  prove,  that  "  It  is 
not  impoffible,  that  fuch  laws  of  nature,  ar.d  fuch  a  fcries  of 
caufes  and  tffefts  may  be  originally  dcligned ;  that  not  only 
general  provifions  may  be  made  for  the  fevcral  fpecies  of  beings, 
but  even  particular  cafes,  at  lead  many  of  them,  may  alfo  be  pro- 
vided for,  without  innovations  or  alterations  in  the  courfe  of 
nature."  From  whence  he  infers  the  do£lrinc  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  reafonablencfs  and  tfficacy  of  prayer:  a  doctrine 
for  whicli  Bolingbroke,  in  a  variety  of  paffagcs  in  his  works,  is 
fond  of  condemning  Wollafton,  and  his  Defence  of  this  Duty  of 
Prayer.  I  have  received  the  moft  authentic  information  that  Dr. 
Middleton  left  behind  him,  a  treatifc  on  this  fubjcft  ;  which  Mrs. 
Middlcton,  by  the  advice  of  a  judicious  frie'/:d,  was  prevailed  on 
not  to  pubhfh,  from  the  offence  it  might  have  given.  But  it  was 
VOL.  Ill,'  M  commas 
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When  the  loofe  mountain  trembles  from  on  high, 

Shall  gravitation  ceafe,  if  you  go  by  ? 

Or  fome  old  temple,  nodding  to  its  fall, 

For  Chartres*  head  referve  the  hanging  wall  ?         130 

But  ftill  this  world  (fo  fitted  for  the  knave) 
Contents  us  not.     A  better  fhall  we  have  ? 

A  king- 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  131.  Bui Jl'dl  this  world,  ^c.'\  II.  But  now,  fo  unhappy 
is  the  condition  of  our  corrupt  nature,  that  thefe  are  not  the  only 
complainers.  Religious  men  are  but  too  apt,  if  not  to  fpeak 
out,  yet  fometimcs  fecretly  to  murmur  againft  Providence ;  and 
fay,  its  ivays  are  not  equal :  Thofe  efpecially,  who  are  more  inor- 
dinately devoted  to  a  feft  or  party,  are  fcandalized,  that  the  ytijl 
(for  fuch  they  efteem  themfelves),  the  ^'//?>  who  are  to  judge  the 
world,  have  no  better  a  portion  in  their  ovi^n  inheritance  and  domi- 
nion :  The  Poet,  therefore,  now  leaves  thofe  more  profefledly 
impious,  and  turns  to  thefe  lefs  profligate  complainers  (from 
ver.  130  to  149.)  : 

"  But  ftill  this  world  (fo  fitted  for  the  knave),"  &c. 

As 

NOTES. 

communicated  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  at  his  earneft  requeftr,  and 
returned  to  Mrs.  Middleton  after  he  had  kept  it  a  confiderable  time. 
After  Bolingbroke's  death,  a  copy  of  it  was  found  in  his  library. 

Warton. 

Vkk.  126.  Oh  hlamdefs  Bcthel!'\  Pope  fecms  to  hint  at  this 
paflage,  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Bethel,  foon  after  the  death  of 
!i!3  mother ; 

"  I  have  now  too  much  melancholy  leifure,  and  no  other  care 
but  to  finifli  my  ElTsy  on  Man.  There  will  be  in  it  but  one  line 
that  will  offend  you  (I  fear),  and  yet  I  will  not  alter  it  or  omit  it, 
nnlefs  you  come  to  town  and  prevent  it.  It  is  all  a  poor  Poet  can 
do,  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  virtue  he  cannot  reach."  Ruffhead. 
■  Ver.  130.  the  hanging  wall  ?']  Eufebius  is  weak  enough  to  relate, 
from  the  tellimonies  of  Irenseus  and  Polycarp,  that  the  roof  of  the 
building  under  which  Cerinthus  the  heretic  was  bathing,  providen- 
tially fell  down  and  cruflied  him  to  death.     Lib.  3.  cap.  29. 

•  Warton. 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  1^3 

A  kingdom  of  the  Juft  then  let  it  be : 
But  firfl  confider  how  thofe  Juft  agree. 

The 

COMMENTARV. 

As  the  former  wanted  external  goods  to  be  the  reward  of  virtue 
for  the  moral  man  ;  Co  Thefe  warit  them  for  the  pious,  in  order  to 
have  a  kingdom  of  the  jfiijl :  To  this  the  Poet  holds  it  fufficient  to 
anfwer ;  Pray  firft  agree  among  yourfdves,  who  thofe  ytiji  are. 
As  they  are  not  likely  to  do  this,  he  bids  them  to  reft  fatisfied  ; 
to  remember  his  fundamental  principle,  that  whatever  is,  is  right ; 
and  to  content  themfelves  (as  their  religion  teaches  them  to  profefs 
a  more  than  ordinary  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  Providence)  with 
that  common  anfwer  which  he,  with  io  much  reafon  and  piety, 
gives  to  every  kind  of  complainer. 

However,  though  there  be  yet  no  kingdom  of  the  Juji^  there  is 
ftill  no  kingdom  of  the  Unjufl: ;  both  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious 
(whatfotver  becomes  of  thofe  whom  every  feft  calls  the  Faithful) 
have  tiieir  fhare  in  external  goods  ;  and  what  is  more,  the  virtuous 
have  infinitely  the  mod  enjoyment  of  their  fhare  : 
"  This  world,  'tis  true, 
Was  made  for  Casfar — but  for  Titus  too  : 
And  which  more  bleil  ?  who  chain'd  his  country  ?  fay. 
Or  he  whofe  Virtue  figh'd  to  lofe  a  day  i" 
I  have  been  the  more  folicitous  to  explain  this  laft  argument, 
and  to  {hew  agmnfl  ivhom  it  is  directed,  becaufe  a  great  deal 
depends  upon  it  for  the  illullration  of  the  fenfe,  and  the  defence 
of  the  Poet's  reafoning.  For  if  we  fuppofe  him  to  be  ftill  addreff'- 
ing  himfelf  to  thofe  impious  complainers,  confuted  in  the  forty 
preceding  lines,  we  fliould  make  him  guilty  of  a  paralogifm,  in  the 
argument  about  the  Juft  ;  and  in  the  illuftration  of  it  by  the  cafe 
of  Calvin.  For  then  the  Libertine  aflcs.  Why  the  Juft,  that  is, 
tlie  moral  matt,  is  not  rewarded  ?  The  anfwer  is.  That  none  but 
God  can  tell,  who  the  Juft,  that  is,  ih^  faithful  man,  is.  Where 
the  Term  is  clianged,  in  order  to  fupport  the  argument ;  for  about 
the  truly  moral  man  there  is  no  difoute ;  about  the  truly  faithful, 
or  the  orthodox,  a  great  deal.  Pjut  take  the  Poet  right,  as  arguing 
here  againft  religious  complainers,  and  the  reafoning  is  ftrift 
and  logical.  Tiiey  alk.  Why  the  truly  faithful  are  not  rewarded  ? 
He  anfwercth,  "  They  may  be,  for  aught  you  know ;  for  none 
but  God  can  tell  who  they  are."  Warburtow. 
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The  good  muft  merit  God*s  peculiar  care ;  135 

But  who,  but  God,  can  tell  us  who  they  are  ? 

One  thinks  on  Calvin  Heav'n*s  own  fpirit  fell  j 

Another  deems  him  inftrument  of  hell  j 

If  Calvin  feel  Heav*n*s  blefling,  or  its  rod. 

This  cries,  there  is,  and  that,  there  is  no  God.       14& 

What  fhocks  one  part  will  edify  the  reft. 

Nor  with  one  fyftem  can  they  all  be  bleft. 

The  very  beft  will  varioufly  incline, 

And  what  rewards  your  Virtue,  punifh  mine. 

Whatever  is,  is  right. — This  world,  'tis  true. 

Was  made  for  Csefar — but  for  Titus  too  :  .146 

And  which  more  blefl  ?  who  chained  his  country  ?  fay. 

Or  he  whofe  Virtue  figh'd  to  lofe  a  day ! 

"  But  fometimes  Virtue  ftarves,  while  Vice  is  fed." 
What  then  ?    Is  the  reward  of  Virtue  bread  ?         1 50 

That^ 

VARIATIONS. 

After  ver.  142.  in  fome  Editions, 

Give  each  a  Syltem,  all  muft  be  at  ftrife  ; 

What  diff 'rent  Syftems  for  a  Man  and  Wife  ? 
The  joke,  though  lively,  was  ill  plac'd,  and  therefore  ftnick  out 
of  the  text. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  149.  '■'■  Brtt  fomelvms  Firlue  Jlarvesy  'while  FiceisfiJ.''^ 
III.  The  Poet,  having  difpatched  thcfe  two  fpecies  of  murmurers, 
comes  now  to  the  third,  and  Hill  more  pardonable  fort,  the  d'lfcon' 
tented  good  men,  who  lament  only  that  Virtue  ftarves,  while  Vice 
riots.  To  thefe  he  replies  (from  ver.  148  to  157.),  that,  admit 
this  to  be  the  cafe,  yet  they  have  no  reafon  to  complain,  either  of 
tht;  good  man's  lot  in  particular,  or  of  the  difpenfation  of  Provi- 
dence in  general.  Not  of  the  former,  becaufe  Happinefs,  the 
reward  of  Virtue,  confiftcth  not  in  Externals  ;  nor  of  the  latter, 
becaufe  ill  men  may  gain  wealth  by  commendable  induftry ;  good 
men  want  neceffaries  through  indolence  or  ill  conduft. 

Warburton. 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  165 

That,  Vice  may  merit,  'tis  the  price  of  toil ; 

The  knave  deferves  it,  when  he  tills  the  foil. 

The  knave  deferves,  it  when  he  tempts  the  main. 

Where  Folly  fights  for  kings,  or  dives  for  gain. 

The  good  man  may  be  weak,  be  indolent ;  155 

Nor  is  his  claim  to  plenty,  but  content. 

But  grant  him  Riches,  your  demand  is  o'er  ? 

*'  No — fliall  the  good  want  Health,  the  good  want 

Pow'r  ?" 
Add  Health,  and  Pow'r,  and  ev*ry  earthly  thing. 
"  Why  bounded   Pow*r  ?    why    private  ?    why   no 

king  ?"  1 60 

Nay, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  157.  But  grant  him  Riches ,  i^c.'\  But  as  modeft  as  this 
complaint  feemeth  at  firft  view,  the  Poet  next  fhews  (from  ver. 
156  to  167.),  that  it  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  the  higheft 
txtravagance,  which  will  never  let  the  difcontented  good  man  reft, 
till  he  becomes  as  vain  and  foolifh  in  his  imagination  as  the  very 
worll  fort  of  complaincrs.  For  that  when  once  he  begins  to  think 
he  wants  what  is  his  due,  he  will  never  know  where  to  ftop,  while 
God  hath  any  thing  to  give.  Warburtos. 

NOTES. 

Vfr.  136.  tell  us  tvho  they  are  ?']  This  again  is  exaAly  copied 
from  WoUallon,  fedlion  v.  p.  ijo.  who  quotes  Virgil  on  thq 
eccafion  : 

Cadit  &  Ripheus  juftiflimus  unus 

Qui  fuii  in  Teucris,  5c  fcrvautifllmus  sequi ; 

Diis  aliter  vifum. Warton. 

Vpr.  13R.  injlrument  of  hell ;']  The  hard  fate  of  Scrvctus  will 
remain  for  ever  as  an  indelible  mark  of  the  violence,  cruelty,  and 
intolerance  of  Calvin.  Warton. 

Ver.  157.  But  grant  him  Riches,']  It  does  by  no  means  follow, 
that  becaufe  he  (hould  want  riches,  wealth,  and  power,  he  (hould 
want  everything,  and  never  know  where  to  flop.  Wartos* 
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Nay,  why  external  for  internal  giv*n  ? 
Why  is  not  Man  a  God,  and  Earth  a  Heav'n  ? 
Who  alk  and  reafon  thus,  will  fcarce  conceive 
God  gives  enough,  while  he  has  more  to  give : 
Immenfe  the  pow'r,  immenfe  were  the  demand ; 
Say,  at  what  part  of  nature  will  they  ftand  ?         i65 

What  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  deftroy, 
The  foul*s  calm  fun-fhine,  and  the  heart-felt  joy, 

Is 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  167.  What  nothing  earthly  gives,  ^c.^  But  this  is  not  all  ; 
the  Poet  {heweth  next  (from  ver.  166  to  185.),  that  thefe  demands 
are  not  only  unreafonable,  but  in  the  higheft  degree  abfurd  like- 
wife.  For  that  thofe  very  goods,  if  granted,  would  be  the 
deftruAion  of  that  Virtue  for  which  they  are  demanded  as  a 
reward  ?  He  concludes,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  that 
**  What  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  deftroy. 

The  foul's  calm  fun-lhine,  and  the  heart-felt  joy, 

Is  Virtue's  prize " 

And  that  to  aim  at  other,  which  not  only  is  of  no  ufe  to  us  here, 
but,  what  is  more,  will  be  of  none  hereafter,  is  a  paffion  like  that 
of  an  Infant  or  a  Savage  ;  where  the  one  is  impatient  for  what  he 
will  foon  defpife  ;  and  the  other  makes  a  provifioq  for  what  he  can 
never  want.  War  burton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  162.  IVhy  is  not  Man  a  God,"]  The  manner  in  which 
Ramfay  endeavours,  but  in  vain,  to  explain  the  doftrine  of  the 
Effay,  is  as  follows  :  "  Pope  is  far  from  afferting,  that  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  Man  is  his  primitive  ftate,  and  is  conformable  to  Or- 
der :  His  defign  is  to  fhew,  that  fince  the  Fall,  all  is  proportioned 
with  weight,  meafure,  and  harmony,  to  the  condition  of  a  degraded 
Being,  who  fufFers,  and  who  deferves  to  fuffer,  and  who  cannot 
be  reftored  but  by  fufferings ;  that  phyfical  evils  are  deiigned  to 
cure  moral  evil ;  that  the  paffions  and  the  crimes  of  the  mod 
abandoned  men  are  confined,  directed,  and  governed  by  infinite 
wifdom,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  order  emerge  out  of  confu- 
fion,  light  out  of  darknefsj  and  to  call  out  innumerable  advantages 

from 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  167 

Is  Virtue's  prize :  A  better  would  you  fix, 
Then  give  Humility  a  coach  and  fix,  170 

Juftice 

NOTES. 

from  the  tranfitory  inconveniencies  of  this  life ;  that  this  fo  gra« 
cious  Providence  conduAs  all  things  to  its  own  ends,  and  without 
either  caufing  or  approving  the  effefts  of  their  deliberate  malice  ; 
that  all  is  ordained  in  the  phyfical  order,  as  all  is  free  in  the  moral  j 
that  thefe  two  orders  are  connefted  clofely  witliout  fatality,  and 
are  not  fubjcft  to  that  neceflity  which  renders  us  virtuous  without 
merit,  and  vicious  without  crime;  that  we  fee  at  preient  but  a 
fingle  wheel  of  the  magnificent  machine  of  the  univerfe ;  but  a 
fmall  link  of  the  great  chain  ;  and  but  an  infignificant  part  of  that 
immenfe  plan  which  will  one  day  be  unfolded.  Then  will  God 
juftify  all  the  incomprehenfible  proceedings  of  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs,  and  will  vindicate  himfelf,  as  Milton  fpeaks,  from  the 
rafti  judgment  of  mortals." 

But  there  arc  too  many  paflages  in  this  Effay  to  fuffer  us  to 
admit  of  the  forced  interpretation  here  given  by  R^mf^y. 

Wartok. 
VtR.  170.  Then  give  Humility']  In  a  work  of  fo  ferious  and 
feverc  a  caft,  in  a  work  of  reafoning,  in  a  work  of  theology, 
defigned  to  explain  the  moft  intercfting  fubjeA  that  can  eirploy  the 
mind  of  man,  furely  fuch  flrokes  of  levity,  of  fattre,  of  ridicule, 
as  alfo  hnes  204.  223.  276,  however  poignant  and  witty,  arc  ill 
placed  and  difguiling,  are  violations  of  that  propriety  which  Pope 
in  general  fo  llridtly  obferved.  Lucretigs  prefervts  throughout, 
the  dignity  he  at  full  alTumcd  ;  even  his  farcafms  and  irony  on  the 
fuperllitious  have  fomething  auguft,  and  a  noble  haughtinefs  in 
them  ;  as  in  particular  where  he  aiks,  "  How  it  comes  to  p;ifs  that 
Jupiter  fometimes  ftrikes  his  own  temples  with  his  thunderbolts  ; 
whether  he  employs  himfelf  in  calling  them  in  the  dcferts  for  the 
fake  of  excrcifing  his  arm  ;  and  why  he  hurls  them  in  places  where 
lie.  cannot  llrikc  the  guilty. 

"  Turn  fulmina  mittat ;   et  redes 

Srepe  fuas  diilurbet  ;  et  in  deferta  recedens 
Sasviat,  excrcens  tclura,  quod  fxpe  nocentes 
Praitcrit,  exanimatquc  indignos,  inq>ie  merentes." 
He  has  turned  the  infult  into  a  magnificent  image.  Wartos. 
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Jufliice  a  Conqu'ror's  fword,  or  Truth  a  gown, 

Or  Public  Spirit  its  great  cure,  a  Crown. 

Weak,  fooliih  Man !  will  Heav'n  reward  us  there 

With  the  fame  trafh  mad  mortals  wifh  for  here  ? 

The  Boy  and  Man  an  Individual  makes,  I'j^ 

Yet  figh'fl  thou  now  for  apples  and  for  cakes  I 

Go,  like  the  Indian,  in  another  life 

sExped  thy  dog,  thy  bottle,  and  thy  wife  : 

As  well  as  dream  fuch  trifles  are  affign*d. 

As  toys  and  empires,  for  a  god-like  mind.  180 

Rewards,  that  either  would  to  Virtue  bring 

No  joy,  or  be  deilrudive  of  the  thing : 

How  oft  by  thefe  at  fixty  are  undone 

The  virtues  of  a  faint  at  twenty-one ! 

To  whom  can  Riches  give  Repute,  or  Trufl:,         185 

Content,  or  Pleafure,  but  the  Good  and  Jufl  ? 

Judges 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  172.  in  the  MS. 

Say,  what  rewards  this  idle  world  imparts. 
Or  fit  for  fearching  heads  or  honeft  hearts. 

COMMENTARY, 

Ver.  185.  To  ivhom  can  Riches  give  Repute,  or  Trujl^  The  Poet 
now  enters  more  at  large  upon  the  matter :  And  ftill  continuing 
his  difcourfe  to  this  third  fort  of  complainers  (whom  he  indulgeth, 
as  much  more  pardonable  than  the  firfl  or  fecond,  in  re£lifying  all 
their  doubts  and  miilakes),  he  proves,  both  from  reafon  and 
example,  how  unable  any  of  thofe  things  are,  which  the  world 
moft  admires,  to  make  a  good  man  happy.     For  as  to  the  Philo- 

fophic 

NOTES. 

Ver.  173.  Weak,  fooJi/h  Man  !'\  Thefe  eight  fucceeding  lines 
weie  not  in  former  editions  ;  and  indeed  none  of  them,  efpecially 
lilies  177  and  179,  do  any  credit  to  the  Author,  and  rather  make 
Ui  wifh  they  had  been  fuppreffcd.  Warton. 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  169 

Judges  and  Senates  have  been  bought  for  gold, 
Eileem  and  Love  were  never  to  be  fold. 

Oh 

COMMENTARY, 

fophic  miflakes  concerning  happinefs,  there  being  little  danger  of 
their  -naki  .r  a  jrcaeral  imprefllon,  he  had,  after  a  (liort  confuta- 
tion, dif'ii'fre.l  -iicm  for  altogether.  But  External  goods  are  thofe 
oyreni,  wiuLh  To  bt-vitch  the  world  with  dreams  of  happinefs, 
thiit  it  is  of  ai!  t'l'iie"*  the  mod  difficult  to  awaken  it  out  of  its 
del  .aons  ;  t'l  -''yii.  as  i.e  proves  in  an  exaft  review  of  the  moft 
prctendini^,  tl.ev  dinionour  bad  men,  and  add  no  lullre  to  the  good. 
— That  it  is  <  nly  this  third,  and  leall  criminal  fort  of  complainers, 
again  ft  whom  the  remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  is  direfted, 
appearetli  ^roni  the  Poet's  fo  frequently  addrefling  himfelf,  hence- 
forwan  ,  to  his  fptr'd. 

1.  K.'  bf^^inneth  therefore  (fromver.  184  to  205.)  wilhconfider- 
ing  Riches,  i.  He  examines  firft,  what  there  is  of  real  ufe  or 
enjoyment  in  them  ;  and  {heweth,  they  can  give  the  good  man 
only  that  very  contentment  in  himfelf,  and  that  very  eileem  and 
love  from  others,  which  he  had  before  :  And  fcornfully  cries  out 
to  thofe  of  a  different  opinion, 

"  Oh  fool !   to  think  God  hates  the  worthy  mind, 
The  /over  and  the  /ove  of  human-kind; 
Whofe  life  is  healthful,  and  whofe  confcience  clear ; 
Bccaufe  he  waiits  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  !" 

2.  He  next  examines  the  imaginary  value  of  Riches,  as  the 
fountain  of  Honour.  For  the  objeAion  of  his  adverfarics  ftandeth 
thus  : — As  honour  is  the  genuine  claim  of  virtue  ;  and  Jhame  the 
jnft  retribution  of  vice  ,  and  as  honour,  in  their  opinion,  follows 
riches  ;  and  fhame,  poverty  ;  therefore  the  good  man  (hould  be 
rich.     He  tells  them  in  this  they  are  much  millaken  : 

*'  Honour  and  fliamc  from  no  condition  rife  ; 
AA  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honour  lies." 
What  power  then  has  Fortune  over  the  Man  ?  None  at  all  ;  for 
as  her  favours  can  confer  neither  worth  nor  wifdom  ;  fo  neither 
can  her  difi)leaUire  cure  him  of  any  of  his  follies.  On  his  garh^ 
indeed,  Ihe  hath  fome  little  influence  ;  but  his /»far/ ftill  remains  the 
fame  : 

"  Fortune  in  Men  has  fome  fmall  d'ff'reiice  made, 
Ont Jlaunti  in  rags,  oncjlutters  in  brocade." 

7  So 


170  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IV. 

Oh  fool !  to  think  God  hates  the  worthy  mind, 
The  lover  and  the  love  of  human-kind,  190 

"Whofe  life  is  healthful,  and  whofe  confcience  clear, 
Becaufe  he  wants  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
-   Honour  and  fhame  from  no  Condition  rife  ; 
A£t  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honour  lies. 

Fortune 

COMMENTARY. 

So  that  this  difference  extends  no  further  than  to  the  habit  ;  the 
pride  of  heart  is  the  fame  both  in  the.  Jlaunter  and  tht  JIutierer  ;  as 
it  is  the  Poet's  intention  to  infinuate  by  the  ufe  of  thofe  terms. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  189.  God  hates  the  worthy  mind,']  The  ground  of  the 
complaint  is,  not  that  the  worthy  man  does  not  pofTtfs  a  large  and 
ample  fortune,  but  becaufe  he  fometimes  wants  even  neceffaries. 

Warton. 
Ver.  194.  j^3  tuell your pa7-t,']  The  Ancients  were  very  fond 
of  this  comparifon  of  human  Ufe  with  a  drama.  Epictetus  ufcs  it 
in  a  well-known  paffage,  chapter  27.  and  Arrian  alfo  recites  it  : 
it  is  repeated  twice  or  thrice  in  Stobieus ;  and  Antoninus  hnifhes 
his  meditations  with  an  allufion  to  it.  Ivie  has  given  it  from 
Epiftetus  in  a  manner  fo  truly  Horatian,  that  I  cannot  forbear 
repeating  it  : 

"  Nos  fumus  in  fcena;   quln  et  mandante  raagiflro, 
Qiiifque  datas  agimus  partes  ;  fit  longa  brevifve 
Fabula,  nil  refert :  Tyrio  feu  dives  in  oftro 
Incedam,  pannis  feu  veler  fquallidus,  imo 
Prognatus  populo,  feu  frafto  crure  humerovc 

Intriviis  rogitem  asra  ;  placet  lex" 

But  our  Author  found  the  fame  illuftration  in  his  friend's  EiTay. 
See  Bolingbroke,  vol.  v.  p.  79.  "  The  whole  world,  nay,  the 
whole  nniverfe,  is  filled  with  Beings  which  are  all  connected  in  one 
immenfe  defign.  The  fenfitive  inhabitants  of  our  globe,  hke  the 
dramatis  perfonae,  have  different  charafters,  and  are  applied  to  dif- 
ferent purpofes  of  attion  in  every  fcene.  The  feveral  parts  of  the 
material  world,  like  the  machines  of  a  theatre,  were  contrived  not 
for  the  adtors,  but  for  the  action  :  and  the  whole  order  and  fvflent 

«f 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man*  ly* 

Fortune  in  Men  has  fome  fmall  difference  made,    195 
One  flaunts  in  rags,  one  flutters  in  brocade ; 
The  cobler  apron'd,  and  the  parfon  gown'd. 
The  friar  hooded,  and  the  monarch  crown*d. 
"  What  differ  more  (you  cry)  than  crown  and  cowl  ?'* 
I'll  tell  you,  friend  !  a  wife  man  and  a  fool.  200 

You'll  find,  if  once  the  monarch  afts  the  monk. 
Or,  cobler-like,  the  parfon  will  be  drunk. 
Worth  makes  the  man,  and  want  of  it  the  fellow ;  ; , 
The  refl  is  all  but  leather  or  prunella.  204 

Stuck 

NOTES. 

of  ihc  drama  would  be  difordered  and  fpoiled,  if  any  alteration  was 
made  in  cither.  The  nature  of  eveiy  creature,  his  manner  of  being, 
is  adapted  to  his  ftate  here,  to  the  place  he  is  to  inhabit,  and,  as 
we  may  fay.  to  the  part  he  is  to  aifl.  If  man  was  a  crt-ature  infe- 
rior or  fuptrior  to  what  he  is,  he  would  be  a  very  prcpollerous 
creature  in  this  fyflem.  G'.'.liiver's  horfcs  made  a  very  abfurd 
figure  in  the  place  of  men,  and  men  would  make  one  as  abfurd  in 
the  place  of  horfes.  I  do  not  think  that  philofophers  have  flicwn 
in  every  inftance  why  every  thing  is  v^hat  it  is,  and  as  it  is,  or 
that  nothing  could  be,  in  any  one  cafe,  otherwife  than  it  if,  with- 
out producing  a  greater  inconveniency  to  the  whole  than  the  par- 
ticular inconvcniency  that  would  be  removed.  But  I  am  fure  this 
has  Vjeen  proved  in  fo  many  inftances,  that  it  is  tnfiing,  as  well  as 
profane,  to  deny  it  in  any.  Wc  complain  often  of  our  fenfes,  and 
fometimes  cf  our  reafoning  faculties  :  both  are  defective,  weak, 
falhble  ;  and  yet  if  the  former  were  more  extenfive,  more  acute, 
and  more  nice,  they  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  human  life, 
they  would  be  ablolutely  inconfiilent  with  them.  Juft  fo,  if  cur 
reafoning  faculties  were  more  pevfett  than  they  are,  the  order  of 
intellectual  Beings  would  be  broker,  unnecefiarily,  and  man  would 
be  raifed  above  his  proper  form,  without  any  veal  advantage  to 
himfelf,  fince  the  reafon  he  has  is  fuflieient  for  him  in  the  Hate 
Hotted  to  him  ;  and  fince  higher  faculties  and  greater  degrees  cf 
knowledge  would  on  one  hand  increafe  his  prefumption,  and  yet  on 
the  other  would  ratlier  excite  than  fate  his  cuiiofity,  bv  (hewing 
him  more  clearly  the  extent  of  his  ijinorance."  War  ton. 


1^2  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IV. 

Stuck  o*er  with  titles,  and  hung  round  with  firings. 
That  thou  may 'ft  be  by  kings,  or  whores  of  kings, 
Boaft  the  pure  blood  of  an  illuftrious  race. 
In  quiet  flow  from  Lucrece  to  Lucrece : 
But  by  your  fathers'  worth  if  your's  you  rate. 
Count  me  thofe  only  who  were  good  and  great.       1 1  o 
Go  !  if  your  ancient,  but  ignoble  blood 
Has  crept  through  fcoundrels  ever  fmce  the  flood, 
Go !  and  pretend  your  family  is  young  ; 
Nor  own,  your  fathers  have  been  fools  fo  long. 
What  can  ennoble  fots,  or  flaves,  or  cowards  ?        215 
Alas !  not  all  the  blood  of  all  the  Howards. 

Look  next  on  Greatnefs  j  fay  where  Greatnefs  lies  r 
*  Where,  but  among  the  Heroes  and  the  Wife.?" 

Heroci 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  207.  Boaft  the  pure  blood,  l^c.~\   In  the  MS.  thus. 
The  richell  blood,  right-honourably  old, 
Down  from  Lucretia  to  Lucretia  roll'd, 
May  fvvell  thy  heart  and  gallop  in  thy  breaft. 
Without  one  dafh  of  ufher  or  of  prieft  : 
Thy  pride  as  much  defpife  all  other  pride 
As  Chiift  Church  once  all  colleges  befide-. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  205.  Stuck  o'er  nvkh  titles,  ^c."]  II.  Tl^en,  as  to  Noer- 
MTY,  by  creation  or  birth  ;  this  too  the  Poet  {hews  (from  ver. 
204  to  217.),  is  in  itfelf  as  devoid  of  all  real  worth  as  the  rcR  ; 
becaufe,  in  the  firft;  cafe,  the  Honour  is  generally  gained  by  no 
merit  at  all ;  in  the  fecond,  by  the  merit  of  the  firil  Founder  of 
the  Family  ;  which,  when  well  confidcred,  is  generally  the  fubjeft 
rather  of  humiliation  than  of  glory.  Warburton. 

Ver.  217.  Look  next  on  Greatnefs,  tifc]  III.  The  Poet  now 
unmaflcs  (from  ver.  216  to  237.),  the  falfe  pretences  of  Great- 
ness, whereby  it  is  feen  that  the  Hero  an4  the  PolUician  (the  two 

charaftcri 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  173 

Heroes  are  much  the  fame,  the  point's  agreed, 
From  Macedonia's  madman  to  the  Swede ;  220 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

cliaraders  which  would  monopolize  that  quality)  do,  after  all  their 
buftle,  if  they  want  Virtue,  effeft  only  this,  that  the  one  proved 
himfelf  a  Fool,  and  the  other  a  Knave :  and  Virtue  they  bnt  too 
generally  want ;  the  art  of  Heroifm  being  underftood  to  confift  in 
Ravage  and  Dcfolation  ;  and  the  art  of  Politics,  in  Circum- 
vention. 

It  is  not  fuccefs,  therefore,  that  conftitutes  true  Greatnefs  ;  but 
the  end  aimed  at,  and  the  means  which  are  employed  :  And  if 
thefc  be  right,  Glor)'  will  follow  as  the  reward,  whatever  happens 
to  be  the  ifTue  : 

"  Who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtains. 
Or  failing  fmiles  in  exile  or  in  chains, 
I^ikc  good  Aurelius  let  him  reign,  or  bleed 
Like  Socrates,  that  man  is  great  indeed."     Warburtom. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  220.  From  Macedonia' s~\  He  has  fallen  into  the  common 
cant  about  Alexander  the  Great.  Think  of  the  fccne  in  Darius's 
tent  ;  of  the  foundation  of  the  city  of  Alexandria,  and  the  extent 
of  its  commerce  ;  of  the  many  colonics  he  eilablifhcd  ;  of  his  refu- 
fing  to  treat  the  Perfians  as  (laves  ;  of  the  grief  expreflfed  by  the 
Perfians  at  his  death  ;  of  tlie  encouragement  he  gave  to  arts,  both 
ufeful  and  elegant  ;  and  of  his  aflillance  to  Ariftotle  his  mailer,  in 
making  experiments  and  promoting  fcience  :  The  encomiums  be- 
llowed on  him  by  two  fiich  judges  of  men  as  Bacon  and  Montef- 
quicu,  outweigh  the  cenfures  of  Boileau  and  Pope.  Charles  XII. 
deferved  not  to  be  joined  with  him  :  Charles  XII.  tore  out  the  leaf 
in  which  Boileau  had  cenfnred  Alexander.  Robertfon,  in  his  Dif- 
quifitions  on  India,  has  given  a  fine  and  comprehenfive  view  of  the 
very  grand  dciign  which  Alexander  had  fonned  to  annex  tliat 
cxtenfive  and  opulent  country  to  his  empire.  Seclion  i.  Appen- 
dix. Warton. 

See  alfo  the  truly  amiable  and  learned  Dr.  Vincent's  difTertation 
on  the  voyage  of  Nearchus.  There  arc;,  however,  fome  iid -hble 
ihades  in  Alexander's  charafter,  which  nothing  can  foften  ;  fuch 

as 


174  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IV. 

The  whole  ftrange  purpofe  of  their  lives,  to  find 

Or  make,  an  enemy  of  all  mankind  I 

Not  one  looks  backward,  onward  ftill  he  goes. 

Yet  ne'er  looks  forward  further  than  his  nofe. 

No  lefs  alike  the  Politic  and  Wife ;  225 

All  fly  flow  things,  with  circumfpeftive  eyes: 

Men  in  their  loofe  unguarded  hours  they  take. 

Not  that  themfelves  are  wife,  but  others  weak. 

But  grant  that  thofe  can  conquer,  thefe  can  cheat ; 

*Tis  phrafe  abfurd  to  call  a  Villain  Great :  230 

Who  wickedly  is  wife,  or  madly  brave, 

Is  but  the  more  a  fool,  the  more  a  knave. 

Who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtains. 

Or  failing,  frailes  in  exile  or  in  chains. 

Like  good  Aurelius  let  him  reign,  or  bleed  2^^ 

Like  Socrates,  that  Man  is  great  indeed. 

What's 

NOTES. 

as  his  conducl  to  tlie  Tynans,  and  thofe  who  bravely  oppofed  him 
in  India.  His  political  wifdom  was  undoubted  ;  his  kindnefs  and 
Ids  cruelty  were,  I  fear,  ahke  capricious. 

Ver.  222.  an  enemy  of  all  mankind !'\  Had  all  nations,  with 
regard  to  tlieir  Heroes,  been  of  the  humour  with  the  Normans, 
who  called  Robert  II.,  the  greateft  of  their  Dukes,  by  the  name 
of  Robert  the  Devil,  the  Races  of  Heroes  might  have  been 
lefs  numerous,  or,  however,  lefs  niifchievous.  Vv''arburton. 

Ver.  235.  07'  Heed  like  Socrates,']  ConCdering  the  manner  in 
which  Socrates  was  put  to  deatli,  tiie  word  "  bleed"  feems  to  be 
improperly  ufed.  Cudworth  has  remai-ked,  that  it  is  a  common 
miilake  to  affert  that  Socrates  was  condemned  for  afTerting  the 
doftnne  of  one  Supreme  Deily  ;  for  he  alfo  acknowledged  the 
cxiftence  of  inferior  created  gods  ;  but  he  was  punilhed  for  expof- 
ing  and  ridicuii'ig  the  common  fabulous  poetic  accounts  of  thefe 
infaior  and  fubordhiate  gods,  which  accounts  were  held  facred by 
the  people.     It  was  hence  he  was  accufed  of  impiety.     Warton. 


Ep.iv.  essay  on  man.  17^ 

What's  Fame  ?  a  fancy'd  life  in  other's  breath, 
A  thing  beyond  us,  ev'n  before  our  death. 
Jufl  what  you  hear,  you  have,  and  what's  unknown 
The  fame  (my  Lord)  if  TuUy's,  or  your  own.        240 
All  that  we  feel  of  it  begins  and  ends 
In  the  fmall  circle  of  our  foes  or  friends ; 
To  all  befide  as  much  an  empty  fhade 
An  Eugene  living,  as  a  Ccefar  dead  : 
Alike  or  when,  or  where,  they  flione,  or  fliine,       245 
Or  on  the  Rubicon,  or  on  the  Rhine. 
A  Wit's  a  feather,  and  a  Chief  a  rod  ; 
An  honeft  Man's  the  nobleft  work  of  God. 

Fame 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  237.  IV/jat's  Fame  ?2  IV.  With  regard  to  Fame,  that 
Hill  more  fantaftic  bltifing,  he  fheweth  (from  ver.  256  to  259.) 
that  ail  of  it,  btfides  wliat  we  hear  ourfdves,  is  merely  nothing  ; 
aud  that,  even  of  this  fmall  portion,  no  more  of  it  giveth  the  pof- 
feflbr  a  real  fatisfa£lion,  than  what  is  the  fruit  of  Virtue.  Thus 
he  Hiews,  that  Honour,  Nobility,  Greatnefs,  Glory,  fo  far  as  tliey 
have  any  thing  real  and  fubftantial,  that  is,  fo  far  as  they  contri- 
bute to  the  happinefs  of  the  pofTefTor,  are  the  fole  iffue  of  Virtue  ; 
and  that  neither  Riches,  Courts,  Armies,  nor  the  Populace,  are 
capable  of  conferring  them.  Warburton. 

NOTE  s. 

Ver.  237.  IVhafs  Fame  ?'}  Perhaps  our  Author,  in  thefe  fine 
Unes,  has  carried  the  matter  too  far,  as  Mr.  Wollaflon  has  cer- 
tainly done  :  •'  The  man  is  not  known  ever  the  more  to  pnfterity, 
bccaiife  his  name  is  tranfmitted  to  them.  He  doth  not  live  bccaufe 
his  name  does.  Since  Pompey  is  as  little  known  as  Crrfar,  all  that 
is  faid  of  their  conquclU  amounts  to  this,  Somebody  conquered 
fomebody."  The  reader  may  be  highly  gratified  if  he  will  perufe 
a  very  fine  fpecch  on  this  fubjeft,  in  a  poem  too  much  ntgle6ted, 
the  Paradifc  Regained  of  Milton,  book  iii.  v.  45.  Is  cxpoling  and 
depreciating  the  pallion  for  Fame  confident  with  the  do6trinc  before 
aivanced,  that 

**  Not  a  vanity  is  giv'n  in  vain  ?"  Warton*. 


%76  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IV. 

Fame  but  from  death  a  villain's  name  can  fave. 

As  Juftice  tears  his  body  from  the  grave ;  250 

When  what  t'  obHvion  better  were  refignM, 

Is  hung  on  high,  to  poifon  half  mankind. 

All  fame  is  foreign,  but  of  true  defert ; 

Plays  round  the  head,  but  comes  not  to  the  heart : 

One  felf-approving  hour  whole  years  outweighs      2^5 

Of  ftupid  ftarers,  and  of  loud  huzzas  ; 

And  more  true  joy  Marcellus  exil'd  feels. 

Than  Csefar  with  a  fenate  at  his  heels. 

In  Parts  fuperior  what  advantage  lies  ? 
Tell  (for  You  can)  what  is  it  to  be  wife  ?  260 

^Tis 

COMMENT  ARY. 

ViiR.  259.  In  Parts  fuperior  nuhat  advantage  lies  r'']  V.  But 
laftly,  the  Poet  fhevvs  (from  ver.  258  to  269.),  that  as  no  external 
goods  can  make  man  happy,  fo  neither  is  it  in  the  power  of  all 
int^nal.  For  that  even  Superior  Parts  bring  no  more  real 
happinefs  to  the  poflefTor  than  the  reft  ;  nay,  that  they  put  him  into 
a  worfe  condition  ;  for  that  the  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion  and 
depth  of  penetration  do  but  fharpen  the  miferies  of  life. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  248.  jin  hotiejl  Mansi  Plato  fays,  TTavlav  jspi-TaTov  Itiv 
•nvSpicTTOj  0  aya&O;.  Warton, 

Ver.  257.  Marcellus  exil'd']  Cicero's  fine  oration  to  Caefar  on 
behalf  of  Marcellus,  is  fufiiciently  known.  Middleton  has  given  an 
elegant  account  of  his  enmity  to  CasCar,  and  of  his  being  ftabbcd  by 
Magius,  and  his  funeral  rites  at  Athens,  vol.  li.  286.  By  Marcelhi:;, 
Pope  was  faid  to  mean  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  Warton. 

Ver.  259.  In  Paris  fi/perior']  To  a  perfon  that  was  praifing  Dr. 
Balguy's  admirable  Diicourfes  on  the  Vanity  and  Vexation  of  ou! 
Purfuits  after  Knowledge,  he  repHed,  "  I  borrowed  the  whole 
from  ten  lines  of  the  Eflay  on  Man,  at  ver.  259.  ;  and  1  only 
enlarged  and  commented  upon  what  the  Poet  had  exprefied  with 
fuch  marvellous  concifenefs,  penetration,  and  precifion."  He  par- 
ticularlv  admired  verfc  266-  Wartcs. 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  177 

'Tis  but  to  know  how  little  can  be  known ; 
To  fee  all  others  faults,  and  feel  our  own : 
Condemn'd  in  bufmefs  or  in  arts  to  drudge. 
Without  a  fecond,  or  without  a  judge : 
Truths  would  you  teach,  or  fave  a  finking  land  ? 
All  fear,  none  aid  you,  and  few  underftand.  265 

Painful  pre-eminence !  yourfelf  to  view 
Above  life's  weaknefs,  and  its  comforts  too. 

Bring  then  thefe  bieffings  to  a  ftrift  account : 
Make  fair  deduftions  ;  fee  to  what  they  mount ;     270 
How  much  of  other  each  is  fure  to  coft ; 
How  each  for  other  oft  is  wholly  loft ; 

How 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  269.  Bring  then  thefe  llcjfmgs  to  aJlriS  account^  ^c.~\  Hav- 
ing thus  proved  how  empty  and  unfatisfaftory  all  thefe  greateft 
external  goods  are,  from  an  examination  of  their  nature  ;  he  pro- 
ceeds to  llrcngthen  his  argument  (from  ver.  268  to  309.)  by  thefe 
three  further  confiderations  : 

1.  That  the  acquirement  of  thefe  goods  is  made  with  the  lofs  of 
one  another,  or  of  greater ;  either  as  inconfiftent  with  them,  or  as 
fpcnt  in  attaining  them. 

2.  That  the  pofieflbrs  of  each  of  thefe  goods  are  generally  fuchy 
as  are  fo  far  from  raifmg  envy  in  a  good  man,  that  he  would  refufe 
to  take  their  pcrfons,  though  accompanied  with  their  poffcffiona  : 
and  this  the  Poet  illuftrates  by  examples. 

3.  That  even  the  poflellion  of  them  all  together,  where  they 
have  excluded  Virtue,  only  terminates  in  more  enormous  mifery. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  266.  All  fear,  none  aiJ  you,']  "A  perfecutcd  man  of 
genius,"  fays  a  certain  celebrated  wit,  "  is  like  a  flyinj^-iifTi ;  if 
he  rifes  above  the  furfacc  of  the  water,  the  birda  feize  ?.nd  devour 
him  ;  if  he  plunges  down,  the  filKcs  cat  him."  War1-on. 

VOL.  Ill,  >' 


178  ESSAY  ON  MAN.  Ep.IV. 

How  inconfiftent  greater  goods  with  thefe ; 

How  fometimes  life  is  ri{k*d,  and  always  eafe : 

Think,  and  if  flill  the  things  thy  envy  c^ll,  275 

Say,  would*ft  thou  be  the  man  to  whom  they  fall  ? 

To  figh  for  ribbands  if  thou  art  fo  filly, 

jMark  how  they  grace  Lord  Umbra,  or  Sir  Billy. 

Is  yellow  dirt  the  paflion  of  thy  life  ? 

Look  but  on  Gripus,  or  on  Gripus*  wife.  280 

If  Parts  allure  thee,  think  how  Bacon  fhin'd. 

The  wifeft,  brighteft,  meaneft  of  mankind : 

Or 

NOTES. 

Ver.  279.  Is  yellow  dirt']  A  depreciating  term,  like  the  "  con- 
cifum  argentum  in  titulos"  of  Juvenal.  Wartx)N. 

Ver.  281.  283.  If  Parts  allure  thee., — 
-»  Or  rav'ij}}'  d  iv'tth  the  ivhyiling  of  a  Name,'] 

Thefe  two  inftances  are  chofen  with  great  judgment.     The  world, 
perhaps V  doth  not  afford  two  fuch  other. 

Bacon  difcovered  and  laid  down  thofe  true  principles  of  Science, 
by  whofe  affillance  Newton  was  enabled  to  unfold  the  whole  law 
of  Nature.  He  was  no  lefs  eminent  for  the  creative  power  of  his 
imagination,  the  brightnefs  of  his  conceptions,  and  the  force  of 
his  exprefiion  ;  Yet  being  convidled  on  his  own  confeffion  for 
bribery  and  corruption  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  while  he 
prefided  in  the  fupreme  Court  of  Equity,  he  endeavoured  to  repair 
his  ruined  fortunes  by  the  moil  profligate  flattery  to  the  Court : 
Which,  indeed,  from  his  very  firft  entrance  into  it,  he  had  accuf- 
tomed  himfelf  to  praftife  with  a  proftitution  that  difgraceth  the 
very  profeffion  of  letters,  or  of  fcience. 

Cromwell  feemelh  to  be  diftinguiflied  in  the  moft  eminent 
manner,  with  regard  to  his  abilities,  from  all  other  great  and 
wicked  men,  who  have  overturned  the  Liberties  of  their  Country. 
The  times  in  which  others  have  fucceeded  in  this  attempt,  were 
fuch  as  faw  the  fpirit  of  Liberty  fuppreffed  and  ftifled  by  a  gene- 
ral luxury  and  venality :  But  Cromwell  fubdued  his  country,  when 
this  fpirit  was  at  its  height,  by  a  fuccefsful  ftruggle  againft  court- 

oppreffion ; 
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Or  ravi{h*d  with  the  whiftling  of  a  Name, 
Sec  Cromwell,  damn'd  to  everlafting  fame ! 


If 


KOTES. 


oppreffion  ;  and  while  it  was  condufted  and  fupported  by  a  fet  of 
the  greateft  Geniufes  for  Government  the  world  ever  faw  embarked 
together  in  one  common  caufc.  Warburton. 

Ver.  281.  hotu  Bacon]  Dr.  Warton  aflcs,  *'  Can  we  believe  the 
mortifying  account  of  this  great  philofopher's  vices,  given  by  Sir 
S.  Dewes,  in  Hearne's  Richard  II.  ?"  No,  nor  ought  we,  but  upon 
the  moft:  unequivocal  proofs.  Lord  Bacon's  name  is  always  men- 
tioned, as  fufficient  to  prove  that  what  is  bafe  and  greats  what  is 
bright  and  vile,  can  fubfift  in  the  fame  character  !  His  corruption 
and  bribery  are  known  ;  but,  after  all,  let  Charity  a  momeht  paufe. 
That  a  chara£ler  like  his  fhould  have  ever  fwerved  from  the  direft 
path  of  the  proudeft  probity,  is  to  be  lamented : 

"  Who  would  not  weep,  if  Atticus  were  he  ?'* 
But  let  us  fee  to  what  his  guilt  amounts  ?  Did  he,  as  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England,  pervert  jujllce  for  the  fake  of  money  ?  No  ;  for 
none  of  his  decrees  were  ever  reverfed.  Did  he  receive  money 
himfelf  ?  No  ;  for  Rufhworth  fays,  it  was  for  "  interlocutory 
orders,"  that  the  money  was  received,  and  by  his  fervants.  Rufh- 
worth  fays,  one  of  the  bribes  was  a  fet  of  "  new  buttons  !"  No 
doubt,  his  conduft  in  conniving  at  fuch  tranfaftions,  was  mean  ; 
and  his  contntion  and  deep  humiliation  evince  how  much  he  felt 
the  ftigma  on  his  honour. 

The  difgrace  of  the  illuftrious  Bacon  will  excite  compaflion  for 
human  frailty  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  has  diminifhed 
the  veneration  of  poftcrity  for  his  tranfcendent  abilities.  It  will 
be  lamented,  that  his  engaging  in  public  life  expofed  him  to  tempt- 
ation, and  deprived  him  of  the  leifure  enjoyed  by  his  great  fuc- 
ceflbr,  Newton,  who  was  thus  uninterrupted  in  his  attention  to 
fubjedts  of  uiiivcrfal  and  perpetual  importance  to  mankind. 

Ver.  282.   The-wifejly  brighlej,  Sffc] 

"  The  greateft,  braveft,  wittieft,  of  mankind."         Oldham. 

Ver.  283.  Or  ravi/h'd  ivith  the  luhi/lling  oj a  Name,]  And  even 

this  fantaftic  glory  fometimcs  fuffers  a  terrible  reverfe. — SachtvereU 

N  Z  in 
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If  all,  united,  thy  ambition  call,  285 

From  ancient  ftory  learn  to  fcorn  them  all. 

There,  in  the  rich,  the  honoured,  fam'd,  and  great,    ' 

See  the  falfe  fcale  of  happinefs  complete ! 

In  hearts  of  Kings,  or  arms  of  Queens  who  lay, 

How  happy !  thofe  to  ruin,  thefe  betray.  290 

Mark  by  what  wretched  fteps  their  glory  grows, 

From  dirt  and  fea-weed  as  proud  Venice  rofe  j 

In  each  how  guilt  and  greatnefs  equal  ran. 

And  all  that  rais'd  the  Hero,  funk  the  Man : 

Now  Europe*s  laurels  on  their  brows  behold,         295 

But  flain'd  with  blood,  or  ill  exchanged  for  gold  : 

Then  fee  them  broke  with  toils,  or  funk  in  eafe. 

Or  infamous  for  plundered  provinces. 

Oh 


in  his  Voyagt  to  Icolm-lill,  defcribing  the  Church  there,  tells 
us,  that  "  in  one  corner  is  a  peculiar  inclofure,  in  which  were 
the  monuments  of  the  kings  of  many  different  nations,  as  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  Norway,  and  the  IJle  of  Man.  This  (faid  the 
perfon  who  fhewed  me  the  place,  pointing  to  a  plain  ftone)  was 
the  monument  of  the  Great  Teague,  king  of  Ireland.  I  had 
never  heard  of  him,  and  could  not  but  refleft  of  how  little  value 
is  Greatnefs,  that  has  barely  left  a  name  fcandalous  to  a  nation, 
and  a  grave  which  the  meaneft  of  mankind  would  never  envy." 

Warburton. 
From  Cowley  in  his  imitation  of  Virgil ; 

**  Charm'd  with  the  foolifh  whiftHngs  of  a  name." 

Warton. 

Ver.  297.  or  funk  in  eafe,']  In  the  MSS.  it  was  thus : 

or  funk  in  years, 

Loft  in  unmeaning,  unrepenting  tears. 
Meaning  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  funk  in  the  latter 

part 
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Oh  wealth  ill-fated  !  which  no  zd:  of  fame 

E'er  taught  to  fhine,  or  fandify'd  from  fliame !     300 

What  greater  blifs  attends  their  clofe  of  life  ? 

Some  greedy  minion,  or  imperious  wife. 

The  trophy*d  arches,  ftory'd  halls  invade. 

And  haunt  their  flumbers  in  the  pompous  Ihade. 

Alas !  not  dazzled  with  their  noon-tide  ray,  305 

Compute  the  morn  and  ev'ning  to  the  day  ? 

The  whole  amount  of  that  enormous  fame, 

A  Tale,  that  blends  their  glory  with  their  fhame ! 

Know  then  this  truth  (enough  for  Man  to  know), 
"  Virtue  alone  is  Happinefs  below."  310 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  309.  Knoiv  then  this  truth,  ^c."]  Having  thus  at  length 
fhewn  that  Happinefs  confifts  neither  in  external  goods  oi  any  kind, 
nor  in  a// kinds  of  internal  (that  is,  in  fuch  of  them  as  arc  not  of 
our  own  acquirement),  nor  yet  in  the  vifionary  purfuits  of  the 
Philofophers,  he  concludes  (from  ver.  308  to  311.),  that  it  is  to 
be  found  in  Virtue  alone.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

part  of  his  life  into  a  ilate  of  perfedl  childhood  and  dotage  ;  as 
did  I^ord  Somers.  Our  Author  always  fpoke  of  the  Duke 
with  a  wonderful  degree  of  acrimony  ;  nay,  he  once  turned 
into  ridicule  his  forrow  on  the  death  of  his  only  fon,  the  Marquis 
of  Blandford.  The  Duke  having  a  very  efTeminate  voice,  Pope, 
in  fome  bitter  verfes  which  he  fupprefled,  made  him  lament  his 
lofs 

"  In  accents  of  a  whining  ghofl !"  Warton. 

Ver.  299.  Oh  wealth  i //-fated  f]  In  the  journal  written  to  his 
Stella,  Swift  fpeaks  in  very  handfome  terms  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, and  this  too  at  a  time  when  the  Miniftry  was  about  to  be 
changed,  1710.  And  BoHngbroke  always  mentioned  him  with 
refpcd.  Warto«. 
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The  only  point  where  human  blifs  ftands  ftill, 
And  taftes  the  good  without  the  fall  to  ill  j 
Where  only  Merit  conftant  pay  receives, 
Is  bleft  in  what  it  takes,  and  what  it  gives  ; 
The  joy  unequal'd,  if  its  end  it  gain,  315 

And  if  it  lofe,  attended  with  no  pain  : 
Without  fatiety,  though  e*er  fo  blefs'd. 
And  but  more  relifli -d  as  the  more  diflrefs'd : 
The  broadeft  mirth  unfeeling  Folly  wears, 
Lefs  pleafmg  far  than  Virtue's  very  tears :  320 

Good, 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  316.  in  the  MS. 

Ev'n  while  it  feems  unequal  to  difpofe, 
And  chequers  all  the  good  Man's  joys  with  woes, 
'Tis  but  to  teach  him  to  fupport  each  ftate, 
With  patience  this,  with  moderation  that ; 
And  raife  his  bafe  on  that  one  folid  joy, 
Which  confcience  gives,  and  nothing  can  deftroy. 
Thefe  lines  are    extremely   finiflied.     In  which    there   is  fuch  a 
foothing  fweetnefs  in  the  melancholy  harmony  of  the  verfification, 
as  if  the  Poet  was  then  in  that  tender  office  in  which  he  was  mofl 
officious,  and  in  which  all  his  foul  came  out,  the  condoling  with 
fome  good  man  in  affli6iion.  War  burton. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  311.  The  only  point  where  human  hl'ifs  ^ands  Jlill,  Cffc] 
Hitherto  the  Poet  had  proved,  negatively,  that  Happinefs 
confifts  in  Virtue,  by  fhewing,  that  it  did  not  confift  in  any  thing 
elfe.  He  now  (from  ver.  310  to  327.)  proves  the  fame  posi- 
tively, by  an  enumeration  of  the  qualities  of  Virtue,  all  naturally 
adapted  to  give  and  to  increafc  human  Happin.-fs  ;  as  its  Conftancy, 
Capacity,  Vigour,  Efficacy,  AAivity,  Moderation,  and  Self- 
fufficiency.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  3 19.  The  broadcji  mirth']  It  is  fmgular  that  this  uncom- 
iHon  expreifion,  broad  mirth,  Ihould  be  iu  Origen.   Not  that  we  are 

7  to 


Ep.IV.  essay  on  man.  183 

Good,  from  each  objed,  from  each  place  acqulr'd, 

For  ever  exercisM,  yet  never  tir'd ; 

Never  elated,  while  one  man's  opprefs'd ; 

Never  dejeded,  while  another's  blefs'd ; 

And  where  no  wants,  no  wiflies  can  remain,  325 

Since  but  to  wifh  more  Virtue,  is  to  gain. 

See  the  fole  blifs  Heav'n  could  on  all  bellow ! 
Which  who  but  feels  can  tafte,  but  thinks  can  know : 
Yet  poor  with  fortune,  and  with  learning  blind. 
The  bad  muft  mifs  ;  the  good,  untaught,  will  find  j 
Slave  to  no  feet,  who  takes  no  private  road,  331 

But  looks  through  Nature,  up  to  Nature's  God  j 

Purfues 

COMMENTARY. 

VER.327.  See  the  fole  bl'tfs  Heaven  could  on  all  hejlow  !~\  Having 
thus  proved  that  Happinefs  is  placed  in  Virtue  ;  he  proves  next 
(from  ver.  326  to  329.),  that  it  is  rightly  placed  there;  for  that 
then,  and  then  only,  all  may  partake  of  it,  and  all  be  capable 
of  relifhing  it.  Warburton. 

Ver.  329.  Yet  poor  with  fortune^  Iffc.']  The  Poet  then,  with 
fomc  indignation,  obferveth  (from  ver.  328  to  341. )»  that  as 
obvious  and  as  evident  as  this  truth  was,  yet  Riches  and  falfe  * 
Philofophy  had  fo  blinded  the  difcernment  even  of  improved  minds, 
that  the  poflcfTors  of  the  firll  placed  Huppincfs  in  externals,  unfuit- 
able  to  Man's  nature ;  and  the  followers  of  the  latter,  in  refined 
vifions,  unfuitable  to  his  fituation  :  while  the  fimple-minded  man, 
with  Nature  only  for  his  guide,  found  plainly  in  what  it  (hould 
be  placed.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

to  imagine  that  Pope  had  read  it  in  this  Greek  father.  There  are 
many  fuch  coincidences,  which  muft  not  be  attributed  to  copying 
or  borrowing.     The  words  in  Origcn  are,  ytXwIa  •x\*rut  o(pA»wo/ii». 

Warton. 
♦'  Broad  mirth"  is  a  common  cxpreffion,  the  derivation  of  which 
i*  fufficiently  obvious,  without  recurring  to  Origcn. 

N  4 
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Purfues  that  Chain  which  Hnks  th*  immenfe  defign, 
Joins  heav'n  and  earth,  and  mortal  and  divine ; 
Sees,  that  no  Being  any  bUfs  can  know,  335 

But  touches  fome  above,  and  fome  below ; 
Learns  from  this  union  of  the  rifing  Whole, 
The  firft,  lafl:  purpofe  of  the  human  foul ; 
And  knows  where  Faith,  Law,  Morals,  all  began. 
All  end,  in  Love  of  God,  and  Love  of  Man.     340 

For  him  alone,  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goal. 
And  opens  ftill,  and  opens  on  his  foul ; 

Till 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  341.  For  him  alone^  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goal,']  But 
this  is  not  all ;  the  Author  fhews  further  (from  ver.  340  to 
353.),  that  when  the  fimple-minded  man,  on  his  firft:  fetting 
out  in  the  purfuit  of  Truth  in  order  to  Happinefs,  hath  had  the 
wifdom 

"  To  look  through  Nature  up  to  Nature's  God," 
(inftead  of  adhering  to  any  feft  or  party,  where  there  was  fo 
great  odds  of  his  chufing  wrong,)  that  then  the  benefit  of  gain- 
ing the  knowledge  of  Gocfs  nvill  ivr'itten  in  the  niindy  is  not  confined 
there  ;  for  {landing  on  this  fure  foundation,  he  is  now  no  longer  in 
danger  of  chufing  wrong,  amidft  fuch  diverfities  of  Religions  ; 
but  by  purfuing  this  grand  fcheme  of  univerfal  benevolence,  in 
practice  as  well  as  theory,  he  arrives  at  length  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  revealed  ivill  of  God,  which  is  the  confummation  of  the 
fyftem  of  benevolence  : 

**  For  him  alone,  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goal, 

And  opens  ftill,  and  opens  on  his  foul ; 

,Till  lengthen'd  on  to  Faith,  and  unconfin'd. 
It  pours  the  blifs  that  fills  up  all  the  mind." 

Warburtoh. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  332.  But  looks  through  Nature,'}  Verbatim  from  Bohiig- 
broke's  Letters  to  Pope,  Warton> 
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Till  lengthen'd  on  to  Faith,  and  unconfin'd. 

It  pours  the  blifs  that  fills  up  all  the  mind. 

He  fees,  why  Nature  plants  in  Man  alone  345 

Hope  of  known  blifs,  and  Faith  in  blifs  unknown : 

(Nature,  whofe  dictates  to  no  other  kind 

Are  giv'n  in  vain,  but  what  they  feek  they  find ;) 

Wife  is  her  prefent ;  fne  connefts  in  this 

His  greatefl;  Virtue  with  his  greateft  Blifs ;  350 

At  once  his  own  bright  profpe£t  to  be  bleft. 

And  flrongeft  motive  to  aflift  the  reft. 

Self. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  341.  For  him  alone,  Hope  leads  from  goal  to  goaly  lffc.~\ 
Plato,  in  his  firft  book  of  a  Republic,  hath  a  remarkable  paflage 
to  this  purpofe :  "  He  whofe  confcicnce  does  not  reproach  him, 
has  chearful  Hope  for  his  companion,  and  the  fupport  and  com- 
fort of  his  old  age,  according  to  Pindar.  For  this  great  Poet, 
O  Socrates,  ver}'  elegantly  fays,  That  he  who  leads  a  juft  and 
holy  life  has  always  amiable  Hope  for  his  companion,  which  fills 
his  heart  with  joy,  and  is  the  fupport  and  comfort  of  his  old 
age.  Hope,  t\it  mofl  powerful  of  the  Divinities,  in  governing 
the  ever-changing  and  inconftant  temper  of  mortal   men."     Taj 

r;-  jMWiv  iai^Tal  adtxov  ^uvejoot*  r,oi7x  'EAITIS  ail  wapsf*,  'W-i  a.yaS>i  yri^o- 
IfCpii,  u;  xal  n/ydafoc  ^sy;*.  XagJEvlwf  yccp  rol,  u  i^wxfaTEj,  t5t' 
txJyo;  {iWcy,  or*  o;  «v  dixa/wj  xoci  oalaii  Toy  ^«oy  d»ayay»!,  y\VKt7oi,  ol 
x«fc/«y  wTaXXycra  ytifOTfo^j  ovvxo^u  jXttIj,  a,  i^^Xt<r»  vyarajy  woXus'fo^o* 
yvujjMv  xb^Eoyy.  In  the  fame  manner  Euripides  fpeaks  in  his 
Hrrcules  Jtjrens, 

IT£7rot9£y  *h«,  to  o  ocTopuv,   a.>dgo>  x«x5.  Ver.  105- 

"  He  is  the  good  man  in  whofe  Lreajl  Hope  fpr'ings  eternally.  Bat 
to  be  ivithout  Hope  in  the  world,  is  the  portion  of  the  wickou." 

Warburtow. 

To  this  we  may  add,  he  hopes,  indeed,  for  another  life,  but 

he  does  not   from  hence  infer  the    abfolute    neccITity  of   it,    in 

order  to  vindicate  the  jufticc  and  goodncfs  of  God.        Warton. 
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Self-love  thus  pufh*d  to  focial,  to  diviae. 
Gives  thee  to  make  thy  neighbour's  blefling  thine. 

Is 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  35'3.  Self-lo'Oe  thus  pujh'd  to  fociaU  i^c."]  The  Poet,  in 
the  laft  place,  marks  out  (from  ver.  352  to  373.)  the  progrefs  of 
his  good  man's  benevolence,  pufhed  through  natural  religion  to 
revealed,  till  it  arrives  to  that  height  which  the  facred  writers 
defcribe  as  the  very  fummit  of  Chriftian  perfeftion  ;  and  {hews 
how  the  progrefs  of  human  differs  from  the  progrefs  of  divine 
benevolence.  That  the  divine  defcends  frojn  'whole  to  parts  ;  but 
that  the  human  mull  rife  from  individual  to  utiiverfal.  His  argu- 
ment for  this  extended  benevolence  is,  that,  as  God  has  made  a 
Whole,  whofe  parts  have  a  perfeft  relation  to,  and  an  entire 
dependency  on  each  other,  Man,  by  extending  his  benevolence 
throughout  that  Whole,  afts  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  his 
Creator ;  and  therefore  this  enlargement  of  his  affeflion  becomes  a 
duty.  But  the  Poet  hath  not  only  (hewn  his  piety  in  this  obferv- 
ation,  but  the  utmoft  art  and  addrefs  likewife  in  the  difpofition  of 
it.  The  EJfay  en  Man  opens  with  expofing  the  murmurs  and 
impious  conclufions  of  foolifh  men  againft  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  things :  as  it  proceeds,  it  occafionally  detefts  all  thofe  falfc 
principles  and  opinions,  which  led  them  to  conclude  thus  per- 
verfely.  Having  now  done  all  that  was  neceflary  in  fpeculation, 
the  Author  turns  to  praftice  ;  and  ends  his  EfFay  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  an  acknowledged  Virtue,  Charity  ;  which,  if  exer- 
cifed  in  that  extent  which  conformity  to  the  will  of  God  requireth, 
would  effcftually  prevent  all  complaints  againft  the  prefent  order 
of  Nature  :  fuch  complaints  being  made  with  a  total  difregard  to 
every  thing  but  their  o'wn private  fyjlemy  and  feeking  remedy  in  the 
diforder,  and  at  the  expence  of  all  the  reft.     This  obfervation, 

*'  Self-love  but  ferves  the  virtuous  mind  to  wake," 
is  important :  Rochcfoucault,  Efprit,  and  their  coarfe  and  wordy 
difciple  Mandeville,  had  obferved,  that  Self-love  was  the  origin  of 
all  thofe  virtues  which  mankind  moft  admire  ;  and  therefore  fool- 
ifhly  fuppofed  it  was  the  end  hkewife :  and  fo  taught  that  the 
higheft  pretences  to  difintereftednefs  were  only  the  more  artful 
difguifes  of  Self-love.  But  our  Author,  who  fays  fomewhcre  or 
other, 

'«0f 
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Is  this  too  little  for  the  boundlefs  heart  ?  355 

Extend  it,  let  thy  enemies  have  part :     * 

Grafp  the  whole  worlds  of  Reafon,  Life,  and  Senfe, 

In  one  clofe  fyftem  of  Benevolence : 

Happier  as  kinder,  in  whate*er  degree, 

And  height  of  Blifs  but  height  of  Charity.  360 

God  loves  from  Whole  to  Parts :  But  human  foul 
Muft  rife  from  Individual  to  the  Whole. 
Self-love  but  ferves  the  virtuous  mind  to  wake. 
As  the  fmall  pebble  ftirs  the  peaceful  lake  j 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

**  Of  human  Nature,  Wit  its  worft  may  write. 

We  all  revere  it  in  our  own  defpite,"  MS . 

faw,  as  well  as  they,  and  every  body  elfe,  that  the  Paffions  began 
in  belNlove  ;  yet  he  undcrftood  human  nature  better  than  to  ima- 
gioc  that  they  ended  there.  He  knew  that  Reafon  and  Religion 
could  convert  Selfifhnefs  into  its  very  oppofite  ;  and  therefore 
teacheih  that 

"  Self-love  but  ferves  the  virtuous  mind  to  wake  :'* 
and  thus  hath  vindicated  the  dignity  of  human  Nature,  and  the 
philulophic  truth  of  the  ChrilUan  doftrinc.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  364.  /Is  the  /mail  pebble'}  It  is  obfervable  that  this  fimili- 
tude,  which  is  to  be  found  in  Silius  Italicus,  1.  xiii.  v.  24.  and 
alfo  in  Du  Bartas,  and  in  Shaktfpear's  Henry  VI.,  and  alfo  in 
Ftltham's  Rcfolves,  hath  been  uicd  twice  more  in  the  writings  of 
our  Poet ;  in  tiie  Temple  of  Fame,  in  the  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
fixth  line,  and  in  the  Dunciad,  at  the  four  hundred  and  fifth. 
This  EflTay  is  not  decorated  with  many  comparifons  ;  two,  how- 
ever, ought  to  be  mentioned,  on  account  of  their  aptnefs  and  pro- 
priety. The  fiid  is,  where  he  compares  man  to  the  vine,  that 
gains  its  ftreng.h  from  the  embrace  it  gives:  The  fecond  is  con- 
ceived with  peculiar  felicity  ;  all  Nature  does  not  perhaps  afford 
fo  fit  and  cloie  an  application.  It  is  obferved  above,  in  Ep.  iii. 
vcr.  313.  from  \\'hencc  it  is  borrowed  : 

<'  On 
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The  centre  movM,  a  circle  ftraight  fucceeds,         365 
Another  flill,  and  ftill  another  fpreads ; 
Friend,  parent,  neighbour,  firfl  it  will  embrace ; 
His  country  next ;  and  next  all  human  race ; 
"Wide,  and  more  wide,  th'  o'erflowings  of  the  mind 
Take  ev'ry  creature  in,  of  ev*ry  kind  ;  370 

Earth  fmiles  around,  with  boundlefs  bounty  bleft. 
And  Heav'n  beholds  its  image  in  his  breaft. 

Come 

K  0  T  e"s  . 

**  On  their  own  axis  as  the  planets  ni», 

Yet  make  at  once  their  circle  round  the  fun  : 

So  two  confident  motions  a6t  the  foul ; 

And  one  regards  itfelf,  and  one  the  whole.'* 
This  fimile  bears  a  clofe  refemfalance  to  that  in  the  firfl  aft  of 
the  tragedy  of  Cato.  Warton. 

Dr.  Warton  has  not  obferved,  that  Pope  took  the  fimile  of  the 
Lake,  from  Chaucer,  whofe  "  Houfe  of  Fame"  he  had  imitated 
The  fimile  is : 

■ "  Takith  hede  nowe 

By  experience,  for  if  that  thou 

Throwe  in  a  watir  nowe  a  ftone. 

Well  wofte  thou  it  will  make  anonc 

A  lityl  roundil  as  a  circle, 

Para'venture  as  brode  as  covircle  ; 

And  right  anon  thou  fhallte  fe  wele. 

That  circle  caufe  another  whele  ; 

And  that  the  thirde,  and  fo  forthe,  brothei , 

Eviry  circle  caufing  other, 

Moch  brodir  than  himfelfin  was  : 

And  thus  from  roundil  to  compas 

Eche  about  in  othir  goinge, 

Ycaufith  of  othirs  fteringe. 

And  multiplying  evirmo,  * 

Tyl  that  it  be  fo  far  ygo, 

That  it  at  both  brinkis  be,"  &c. 

Book  ii.  V.  28c. 
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Come  then,  my  Friend !  my  Genius !  come  along ; 
Oh  raafter  of  the  poet,  and  the  fong ! 

And 

VARIATIOVS. 

Ver.  373.  Come  therit  my  Friend!  £3*^.]   In  the  MS.'  thus  : 
And  now  tranfported  o'er  fo  vaft  a  Plain, 
While  the  wing'd  courfer  flies  with  all  her  rein, 
While  heav'n-ward  now  her  mounting  wing  (he  feels. 
Now  fcatter'd  fools  fly  trembling  from  her  heels, 
.  Wilt  thou,  my  St.  John  !  keep  her  courfe  in  fight. 
Confine  her  fury,  and  aflifl:  her  flight  ? 

NOTES. 

Ver.  373.  Come  then,  my  Friend!  £5*^.]  Warburton  fays,  the 
conclufion  of  this  Eflay  (from  "  Come  then,"  &c.)  furnifties  a 
Critic  with  examples  of  every  one  of  thofe  five  fpecies  of  elocution 
from  which  Longinus  deduces  the  Sublime  *. 

1 .  Grandeur  of  conception  : 

"  Gome  then,  my  Ftiend!"  &c. 

2 .  Pathetic  enthufiafm  : 

«*  Teach  me,  like  thee,"  &c. 

3 .  An  elegant  ordonance  of  figures  : 

"  Oh  !  while  along  the  ftream,"  &c. 

4.  Afpkndid  diaion  : 

"  When  ftatefraen,"  &c. 
And,  5.  A  "iueight  and  dignity  of  compojitioni 

'•  Shew'd  erring  Pride,"  &c. 
Nothing  was  ever  more  unfortunate  than  thefe  five  examples  of 
SubUmity,  &c.  ;  all  of  which,  as  Dr.  Warton  obferves,  prove 
the  contrary.  But  that  this  Poem  contains  great  beauty  znA  fitnefs 
of  language,  and  many  paffages  mafterly  and  fublime,  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  The  charafter  of  fuch  an  Eflay  muft  be  eftimated,  as 
before  has  been  obferved,  from  the  depth  of  thought  it  evinces, 

the 
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And  while  the  Mufe  now  floops,  or  now  afcends, 
To  Man's  low  paflions,  or  their  glorious  ends,       376 

Teach 

MOTES. 

the  power  of  language,  and  the  aptnefs,  beauty,  or  fublimlty,  of 
its  iUuftrations.  With  refpeA  to  the  obfervation  and  thinking  it 
contains,  how  different  is  the  opinion  of  able  judges.  Johnfon, 
with  lofty  and  Indignant  farcafm,  pronounces,  that  "  the  reader, 
though  he  feels  his  mind  full,  learns  nothing  ;  and  when  he  meets 
it  in  its  new  array,  no  longer  knows  the  talk  of  his  mother  and 
nurfe!"  It  is  fingular  that  two  fuch  men  as  Johnfon  and 
Warburton,  both  remarkable  for  their  learning  and  intelkdual 
fuperlorlty,  as  both  were  deficient  in  true  poetic  tajh,  fhould  come  to 
fuch  different  conclufions  refpefting  the  effential  charafter  of  this 
Effay,  which,  in  the  firft  place,  mufl  certainly  be  confidcred  as  a 
Moral  and  P hilofophical  Treatife.  Warburton  fays,  "  it  has  a 
precifion,  force,  and  clofenefs  of  connexion,  rarely  to  be  found  in 
formal  treatifes."  Warton,  in  oppofition  to  both,  "  thinks  it  can- 
not be  decried  as  the  one  has  done,  and  ought  not  to  be  exalted  fo 
much  as  it  has  been  by  the  other  j"  and,  to  prove  its  penetration 
and  philofophyy  he  obferves,  that  from  fix  lines  Dr.  Balguy  had 
furnifhed  a  mojl  eloquent  difcourfe  on  the  vanity  of  our  intelleftual 
attainments ;  that  liich  a  burlefque  abilraft  as  Johnfon  gave, 
might  be  given  of  aj:iy  compofition  whatever  ;  and  that  it  was  as 
unfair  and  imperfeB  a  reprefentation,  as  the  fame  Critic  gave  of 
the  beautiful  imagery  in  *'  II  Penferofo  of  Milton." 

Will  it  be  thought  prefumptuous  in  me,  if  I  endeavour  to  recon- 
cile thefe  opinions  ? 

It  is  obfervable,  that  Warburton  does  not  fpeak  of  the  origina- 
lity, or  of  any  depth  of  thinking,  this  Effay  contains :  he  only  fays, 
"  it  has  a  precifion,  &c.  not  to  be  found  in  any  formal  treatifes."  It 
may  be  fairly  allowed  him  to  fay  fo,  after  the  pains  he  himfclf  took, 
in  purfuing  with  fuch  ingenuity  its  train  of  argument,  and  fome- 
times  finding  out  meanings  which  never  entered  into  Pope's  head : 
but,  after  all,  a«  far  as  reafoning  and  argument  are  concerned,  this 
opinion  does  not  place  the  Effay  on  Man  very  high.  Johnfon's  coti- 
iimptmus  judgment  furely  places  it  too  low  ;  but  the  reafon  given 
by  Warton,  that  becaufe  Dr.  Balguy  had  made  a  moft  excellent 
fermon  from  the  ground-work  afforded  by  a  few  lines,  therefore, 
the  power  of  inveltigation  and   depth  of  thought  in  this  Effay, 

were 
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Teach  me,  like  thee,  in  various  nature  wife. 
To  fall  with  dignity,  with  temper  rife ; 

Form'd 


were  to  be  inferred,  will  not,  I  fear,  be  thought  fubftantial ;  nor 
can  Warton's  olje3ion  to  Johnfon's  criticifm  on  this  Poem  be 
confidered  fo  well  founded,  as  his  objeflion  .to  the  criticifm  con- 
cerning the  Penferofo  of  Milton.  For  an  ingenious  man  might 
take  any  axiom  in  Morals,  or  the  plaineft  acknowledged  truth,  and 
deduce  many  beautiful  illuftrations  from  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
Johnfon's  criticifm  of  a  Poem  like  this,  cannot  be  compared  with 
his  futile  declamation  againlt  the  imagery  of  the  Penferofo.  For  ia 
fpeaking  of  the  Penferofo,  Johnfon  fpoke  of  what  I  do  not  hefitate 
to  fay,  he  did  not  under/land.  He  had  no  congenial  feelings  properly 
to  appreciate  the  charader  of  fuch  Poetry  ;  but  the  cafe  is  different 
where  he  Ijrings  his  great  mind  to  try,  by  the  teft  of  truth,  argu- 
ments and  dodr'tnes  which  appeal  to  the  underflandlng.  Johnfon 
was  not  an  inadequate  judge  of  Pope's  Ph'tlofophy,  though  he  was 
certainly  fo  of  Milton's  Poetry.  But  no  compofition  could  pof- 
fiblyjland  before  his  contemptuous  declamation.  I  fear,  even  in 
fome  places  his  own  mighty  Rambler  -would  tremble;  God  knows 
how  it  might  fare  with  Pope's  Pajlorah.  But  it  muft  be  con- 
feflcd,  unfair  as  Johnfon's  criticifm  is.  i.t  is  not  entirely  deftitute  of 
truth. 

Many  of  Pope's  conclufions  in  this  Eflay,  after  a  vaft  deal  of 
fine  verbiage  and  apparent  argument,  are  fuch  as  required  very 
little  proof; 

"  Tho'  Man's  a  fool — yet  God  is  wise  !" 
and  many  other  axioms  equally  true. 

But  can  we  fay  the  whole  exhibits  only  a  train  of  trltenejfes  ? 
Matertem  fuperabat  opus,  it  is  acknowledged  ;  and  pofTibly.  had  it 
been  more  recondite,  it  could  not  have  been  made  the  ^  ehicle  of 
fo  many  acknowledged  beauties  of  exprefhon,  of  imagery,  and  of 
poetic  illuftration.  The  more  it  is  read,  the  more  it  will  be 
reliflied,  and  the  more  will  the  nice  prcclfon  of  ever}'  word,  and 
the  general  beauty  of  its  ftrudlure,  be  acknowledged.  Though  the 
treafures  of  knowledge  within  be  not,  perhaps,  either  very  rich  or 
rare  ;  yet,  to  fay  it  contains  no  linking  fentimcnt?,  no  truths 
placed  in  a  more  advanced  as  well  as  a  more  pleafing  light,  would 
be  a  manifefl.  and  palpable  injullice.     After  all,  Poetry  is   not  a 

good 
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Form'd  by  thy  converfe,  happily  to  fleer 

From  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  fevere ;  380 

Corred  with  fpirit,  eloquent  with  eafe. 

Intent  to  reafon,  or  polite  to  pleafe. 

Oh !  while  along  the  ftream  of  Time  thy  name 

Expanded  flies,  and  gathers  all  its  fame ; 

Say,  fhall  my  little  bark  attendant  fail,  385 

Purfue  the  triumph,  and  partake  the  gale  ? 

When  ftatefmen,  heroes,  kings,  in  dull  repofe, 

Whofe  fons  fhall  blulh  their  fathers  were  thy  foes. 

Shall  then  this  verfe  to  future  age  pretend 

Thou  wert  my  guide,  philofopher,  and  friend  ?      39c 

That  urg'd  by  thee,  I  turn'd  the  tuneful  art 

From  founds  to  things,  from  fancy  to  the  heart ; 

For 

NOTES. 

good  vehicle  for  Philofophy  ;  but  as  a  Philofophical  Poem,  take  it 
all  together,  it  would  not  f)e  very  eafy,  with  the  exception  of 
Lucretius,  to  find  its  equal. 

Ver.  383    Oh!  tvhlle  along'\  From  the  Silvae  of  Statius,  c.v. 
V,  120. 

"  immenfas  veluti  connexa  Carins 

Cimba  minor,  cum  faevit  hyems 


et  eodem  volvitur  Auftro."  Warton. 

Ver.  391.  I  turn'd  the  tuneful  art'}  Ought  the  lovers  of  true 
genuine  poetry  to  be  obUged  to  his  friend,  for  being  inftrumental 
in  making  Pope  forfake  works  of  imagination  for  the  didaftic ! 
Which  of  the  two  fpecies  of  compofition  may  be  the  more  ufeful 
and  inftru6tive,  is  entirely  befide  the  queftion  ;  but,  in  point  of 
poetic  genius,  the  Rape  of  the  Lock,  and  The  Eloifa,  as  far 
excel  the  EflTay  on  Man,  and  the  Moral  Epiftles,  as  the  Gienila- 
lemme,  fo  unjuftly  depreciated  by  Boileau,  does  all  his  Satires  and 
his  Art  of  Poetry  ;  and  as  the  fecond  and  fourth  books  of  Virgil 
excel  the  Georgics.  To  be  able  to  reafon  well  in  verfe,  is  not  the 
firft,  nor  the  moft  effential  talent  of  a  poet,  great  as  its  merit  may 
be.  *  Wartov. 
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For  Wit*s  falfe  mirror  held  up  Nature's  light ; 
Shew'd  erring  Pride,  whatever  is,  is  right; 

That 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  394.  Shew'd  erring  Pride,  whatever  is,  is  right;]] 
The  Poet's  addrcfs  to  his  friend,  which  concludeth  this  Epiftle  fo 
nobly,  and  endeth  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  general  argument, 
affords  me  the  following  obfervation,  with  which  I  fhall  conclude 
thefe  remarks.  There  is  one  great  beauty  that  fhines  through  the 
whole  EJfay :  The  Poet,  whether  he  fpeaks  of  Man  as  an  indivi- 
dual, a  member  of  Society,  or  the  fubjeft  of  Happinefs,  never 
mifTeth  an  opportunity,  while  he  is  explaining  his  ftate  under  any 
of  thefe  capacities,  to  illuftrate  it  in  the  moft  artful  manner  by  the 
inforcemcnt  of  his  grand  principle,  That  every  thing  tendeth  to  the 
good  of  the  Whole  ;  from  whence  liis  fyftem  gaineth  the  reciprocal 
advantage  of  having  that  grand  Theorem  realized  by  fadls ;  and 
his  fafts  jullifiedon  a  principle  of  Right  or  Nature. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  analyfe  and  explain  the  exa£l  rea» 
foning  of  thefe  four  Epiltles.  Enough,  I  prefume,  to  convince 
cveiy  one,  that  it  hath  a  precifion,  force,  and  clofencfs  of  connec- 
tion, rarely  to  be  met  with,  even  in  the  moft  formal  treatifeo  of 
philofophy.  Yet  in  doing  this,  it  is  but  too  evident  I  have 
deftroyed  that  grace  and  energy  which  animates  the  original.  And 
now  let  the  reader  believe,  if  he  be  fo  difpofed,  what  M.  de  Croufaz, 
in  his  Critique  upon  this  work,  infinuates  to  be  his  own  opinion,  as 
well  as  that  of  his  friends  :  "  Some  perfons,"  fays  he,  "  have  con- 
jedurcd,  that  Mr.  Pope  did  not  compofe  this  EiTay  at  once,  and 
in  a  regular  order  ;  but  that  after  he  had  written  fcveral  fragments 
of  poetry,  all  finifhed  in  their  kind,  (one,  for  example,  on  the  parallel 
between  Reafon  and  Inftin^l,  another  upon  Man's  groundlefs 
Pride,  another  on  the  Prerogatives  of  human  Nature,  another  on 
Religion  and  Supcrftition,  another  on  the  Original  of  Society,  and 
fevtral  Fragments  bcfidcs  on  Self-love  and  the  Puflions,)  he  tacked 
thefe  together  as  he  could,  and  divided  them  into  four  Epillles ; 
as,  it  is  faid,  was  the  fortune  of  Homer's  Rhapfodies."  I  fnppofe 
this  extravagance  will  be  believed  jiift  as  focfli  of  one  as  ot  the 
other.  But  M.  Du  Refncl,  our  Poet's  Tranflator,  is  not  behind- 
hand with  the  Critic,  in  his  judgment  on  the  work.  "  The  only 
reafon,"  fays  he,  "  for  which  this  Poem  can  be  properly  termed 

VOL.  III.  o  an 
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That  Reason,  Passion,  anfwer  one  great  aim ;    395 
That  true  Self-love  and  Social  are  the  fame  j 
That  Virtue  only  makes  our  Blifs  below ; 
And  all  our  Knowledge  is,  ourselves  to  know. 

VARIATION  S. 

VER.397.   That  Virtue  only,  l!fc.~\   In  the  MS.  thus  : 
That  juft  to  find  a  God  is  all  we  can, 
And  all  the  ftudy  of  Mankind  is  Man. 

COMME'^TARY. 

an  Effay,  is,  that  the  Author  has  not  formed  his  plan  with  all  the 
regularity  of  method  which  it  might  have  admitted."  And  again — 
**  I  was,  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  thofe  whom  I  have  con- 
fulted  on  this  occafion,  and,  amongft  thefe,  of  feveral  Englijhmen 
completely  fliilled  in  both  languages,  obliged  to  folloiv  a  d'lfferent 
method.  The  French  are  notfatisfied  ivith  fentments,  hoivenier  beauti- 
ful, unlefs  they  he  methodically  difpofed  :  Method  being  the  charaEleriJlic 
that  di/lingut/loes  our  performances  from  thofe  of  our  neighbours,^'  &c. 
After  having  given  many  examples  of  the  critical  flcill  of  this 
wonderful  man  of  method,  in  the  foregoing  notes,  it  is  enough  jufl 
to  have  quoted  this  flourifli  of  felf-applaufe,  and  fo  to  leave  him  to 
the  laughter  of  the  World.  Warburton. 
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T7ATHER  of  All !  in  ev'ry  Age, 

In  ev'ry  Clime  adorM, 

By  Saint,  by  Savage,  and  by  Sage, 

Jehovah,  Jove,  or  Lord ! 


Thou 


NOTES. 

Universal  Prayer.]  "  Some  paflages  in  the  Effay  on  Man 
having  been  unjuftly  fufpefted  of  a  tendency  toward  Fate  and 
Naturalifm,  the  Author  compofed  a  Prayer,  as  the  fum  of  all, 
which  was  intended  to  fhew  that  his  fyftem  was  founded  in  Free- 
nv'illy  and  terminated  in  Piety."  Ruffhead. 

Warton  thinks,  for  "  clofenefs  and  compreheilfion  of  thought, 
and  for  brevity  and  energy  of  expreffion,  there  are  few  pieces  of 
poetry  in  our  language  that  can  be  compared  with  this."  How 
extraordinary  is  it,  that  Warton  fhould  be  ever  accufed,  as  if  he 
wifhcd  to  decry  Pope  !  No  one  has  borne  fuch  wiUing  and  ample 
tellimony  to  his  excellence  as  a  Poet,  when  he  truly  deferves  it  ; 
but  will  any  one  compare  him  to  Milton  ? 

In  this  place,  Warton  gives  the  Poetry  more  pratfe  than  it 
appears  entitled  to  ;  though  this  compofition  is  beautiful,  and  in 
fome  pafTages  fubUme. 

VER.4.  Jehovah,  Jove,  or  Lord!']  "  It  is  of  very  little  con- 
fequence,"  fays  Seneca,  De  Beneficiis,  "  by  what  name  you  call 
the  firft.  Nature,  and  the  divine  Reafon,  that  prefides  over  the 
univerfe,  and  fills  all  the  parts  of  it.  He  is  ftill  the  fame  God. 
You  may  give  Him  as  many  names  as  you  pleafe,  provided  you 
allow  but  one  Sole  Principle  every-where  prefent." 

03  "  Notvnth« 
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Thou  Great  Firft  Caufe,  lead  underftood,  5 

Who  all  my  Senfe  confin'd 
To  know  but  this,  that  Thou  art  Good, 

And  that  myfelf  am  blind ; 

Yet  gave  me,  in  this  dark  Eftate, 

To  fee  the  Good  from  111 ;  lo 

And  binding  Nature  fafl:  in  Fate, 

Left  free  the  Human  Will. 

What 

NOTES. 

**  Notwithftanding  all  the  extravagancies  and  mifcarriages  of 
the  Poets,"  fays  Cudworth,  chap.  4.,  "  we  fhall  now  make  it 
plainly  appear,  that  they  really  afierted,  not  a  multitude  of  felf- 
exiftent  and  independent  Deities,  but  one,  only,  unmade  Deity ; 
and  all  the  other,  generated  or  created  gods.  This  hath  been 
already  proved  concerning  Orpheus,  from  fuch  fragments  of  the 
Orphic  Poems  as  have  been  owned  and  attefted  by  Pagan  writers." 
Cudworth  proceeds  to  confirm  this  opinion  by  many  ftrong  and 
uncontefted  paffages  from  Homer,  Hefiod,  Pindar,  Sophocles* 
and  efpecially  Euripides,  Book  i.  chap.  iv.  feft.  19.  ;  and  Arifto- 
phanes,  in  the  firft  line  of  Plutus,  diftinguifhes  betwixt  Jupiter 
and  the  gods  :  n  Zeuxk*  5(oi.  Warton. 

Vkr.  6.  my  Senfe  conjin'dj  It  ought  to  be  confinedtt,  or  didft 
confine  ;  and  afterwards,  gaveft,  or  didft  give,  in  the  fecond  per- 
fon.     See  Lowth's  Grammar,  Warton. 

Ver.  9.  Tet  gave  me,~\  Originally  Pope  had  written  another 
ftanza,  immediately  after  this : 

"  Can  fins  of  moments  claim  the  rod 
Of  everlafting  fires  ? 
And  that  offend  great  Nature's  God 
Which  Nature's  felf  infpires  ?" 
The  Hcentious   fentiment  it  contains,  evidently  borrowed  from  a 
well-known  paflage  of  Guarini  in  the  Paftor  Fido,  induced  him 
to  ftrike  it  out.     And  perhaps  alfo  the  abfurd  metaphor  of  a  rod 
of  fires,  on  examination,  difpleafed  him.  Warton. 

Ver.  12.  Left  free'}   An  abfurd  and  impoflible  exemption,  ex- 
claims the  Fataliftj  "  comparing  together  the  moral  and  the  na- 
tural 
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What  Confcience  di  dates  to  be  done. 

Or  warns  me  not  to  do. 
This,  teach  me  more  than  Hell  to  fhun,  15 

That,  more  than  Heav'n  purfue. 

What  Bleflings  thy  free  Bounty  gives. 

Let  me  not  caft  away  j 
For  God  is  paid  when  Man  receives, 

T*  enjoy  is  to  obey.  20 

Yet 

NOTES. 

tural  world,  every  thing  is  as  much  the  refult  of  eftablifhed  laws 
in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  There  is  nothing  in  the  whole  univcrfe 
that  can  properly  be  called  contingent:  nothing  loofe  or  fluftu- 
ating  in  any  part  of  Nature  ;  but  every  motion  in  the  natural,  and 
every  determination  and  aftion  in  the  moral  world,  are  direfted  by 
immutable  laws  ;  fo  that,  whilft  thefe  laws  remain  in  their  force, 
not  the  fmalleft  link  of  the  univerfal  chain  of  caufes  and  effefts  can 
be  broken,  nor  any  one  thfng  be  otherwife  than  it  is."  All  the 
moft  fubtile-  and  refined  arguments  that  can  be  urged  in  a  difpute 
on  Fate  and  Free-will,  are  introduced,  in  a  converfation  on  this 
fubject,  betwixt  the  angels  Gabriel  and  Raphael,  and  Adam,  in 
the  fourth  aft  of  Drydcn's  State  of  Innocence,  and  Hated  with  a 
wonderful  precifion  and  perfpicuity.  Reafoning,  in  verfe,  was 
one  of  Dryden's  moft  fingular  and  predominant  excellencies  ;  not- 
withilanding  which,  he  muft  rank  as  a  pcct  for  his  Mufic-ode,  not 
for  his  Religio  Laici.  Warton. 

Ver.  12.  the  Human  Will.']  The  refult  of  what  Locke  advances 
on  this,  the  moft  difficult  of  all  fubjcAs,  is,  that  we  have  a  power 
of  doing  what  we  will.  If  it  be  the  occafion  of  diforder,  it  is  the 
caufc  of  order  ;  of  all  the  moral  order  that  appears  in  the  world. 
Had  Liberty  been  excluded,  Virtue  had  been  excluded  with  it. 
And  if  this  had  been  the  cafe,  the  world  could  have  had  no  charms, 
no  beauties,  fufficient  to  recommend  it  to  Him  who  made  it.  In 
fl\ort,  all  other  powers  and  perfeftions  would  have  been  very 
dcfcdive  without  this,  which  is  truly  the  life  and  fpirit  of  the 
whole  creation."  Warton. 

04 
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Yet  not  to  Earth's  contraded  Span 

Thy  G0odnefs  let  me  bound. 
Or  think  Thee  Lord  alone  of  Man, 

When  thoufand  Worlds  are  round  : 

Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand  25 

Prefume  thy  bolts  to  throw, 
And  deal  damnation  round  the  land. 

On  each  I  judge  thy  Foe. 

If  I  am  right,  thy  grace  impart. 

Still  in  the  right  to  ftay ;  30 

If  I  am  wrong,  oh  teach  my  heart ' 

To  find  that  better  way ! 

Save  me  alike  from  foolifh  Pride, 

Or  impious  Difcontent, 
At  aught  thy  Wifdom  has  deny'd,  35 

Or  aught  thy  Goodnefs  lent. 

Teach  me  to  feel  another's  Woe, 

To  hide  the  Fault  I  fee  ; 
That  Mercy  I  to  others  fhow. 

That  Mercy  (how  to  me.  40 

Mean 

NOTES. 

Ver.  27.  thai  ilamnai'ion'}  There  is  foraething  elevated  in  the 
idea  and  exprcflion, 

"  Or  think  Thee  Lord  alone  of  Man, 
When  thoufand  IVorlds  are  round  ;" 
but  the  conclufion  is  a  contraft  of  littlenefs, 

"  And  deal  damnatkn  round  the  landV* 
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Mean  though  I  am,  not  wholly  fo, 

Since  quicken'd  by  thy  Breath  ; 
Oh  lead  me  wherefoe'er  I  go. 

Through  this  day's  Life  or  Death ! 

This  day,  be  Bread  and  Peace  my  Lot :  45 

All  elfe  beneath  the  Sun, 
Thou  know' ft  if  beft  beftow'd  or  not, 

And  let  Thy  Will  be  done. 

To  thee,  whofe  Temple  is  all  Space, 

Whofe  Altar,  Earth,  Sea,  Skies !  50 

One  Chorus  let  all  Being  raife ! 

All  Nature's  Incenfe  rife  I 

NOTES. 

Ver..  39.  That  Mercy"]  It  has  been  faid  that  onr  Poet,  in  this 
Prayer,  chofe  the  Lord's  Prayer  for  his  model ;  but  there  is  no 
rcfcmblance  but  in  this  paflage,  and  in  the  lad  flan/.a  but  one. 

M.  Le  Franc  de  Pompignan,  a  celebrated  avocat  at  Montau- 
ban,  anthor  of  Dido  a  tragedy,  was  feverely  cenfured  in  France 
for  tranflating  this  Univerfal  Prayer,  as  a  piece  of  Deifm  ;  which, 
having  been  printed  in  London,  in  410.  by  Vaillant,  was  conveyed 
to  the  Chancellor  Agueflau,  who  immediately  fent  a  ftrong  repri- 
mand to  M.  Le  Franc,  and  he  vindicated  his  orthodoxy  in  a  laboured 
letter  to  that  learned  Chancellor.  Voltaire  reproached  Le  Franc 
with  making  this  tranflation.  His  brother,  Bifhop  of  Puy  au 
Velei,  has  called  Locke  an  atheift.  Warton. 

Warton  feems  to  have  violated  his  own  principles  of  eftimating 
tne  character  of  genuine  poetry,  when  he  praifes  fo  highly  the 
poetry  of  this  Hymn.  The  two  laft  flanzas  are  fublime  ;  but  I 
fear,  if  we  were  to  examine  the  greater  part  by  the  Horatian  rule, 
which  Warton  recommends,  that  is,  altering  the  rhyme  and 
mpafnre,  we  (liould  not  find  the  "  disjefti  membra  Poetae." 

Tins  Pmyer  was  tranflated  into  l^atin  by  J.  Sayer. 


MORAL     ESSAYS, 

IN  FOUR  EPISTLES 
TO    SEVERAL    PERSONS, 


Eft  brevitate  opus,  ut  currat  fententia,  neu  fe 
Impediat  verbis  laflis  onerantibus  aures : 
Et  fermone  opus  eft  modo  trifti,  faepe  jocofo, 
Defendente  vicem  modo  Rhetoris  atque  Poetae 
Interdum  urbani,  parcentis  viribus,  atque 
Extenuantiscas  confulto.  Hor. 
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EPISTLE     I. 


TO 


SIR  RICHARD  TEMPLE,  LORD  COBHAM. 


ARGUMENT. 

Of  the  Knowledge  and  Characters  of  Men. 

THAT  it  is  not  ftrfficient  for  this  knowledge  to  conftder  Man 
in  the  Abftra6t :  Books  ivill  not  ferve  the  purpofe,  nor  yet 
cur  own  Experience^//^/);,  Ver.  i.  General  maxims,  un- 
lefs  they  be  formed  upon  botli,  will  be  but  notional,  Ver.  lo. 
Some  peculiarity  in  every  man,  charaBeriJlic  to  himfelf  yet 
•varying  from  himfelf  Ver.  15.  Difficulties  ariftngfrom  our 
own  Paffions,  Fancies,  Faculties,  &c.  Ver.  3 1 .  The  fhcrt- 
tiefs  of  Life,  to  ohferve  in,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  Prin- 
dples  of  Action  in  men,  to  obferve  by,  Ver.  3  7,  &c.  Our 
own  Principle  of  a5lion  often  hid  from  ourfelves,  Ver.  4 1 . 
Some  fenv  charaBers  plain,  but  in  general  confounded,  dif- 
fembled,  or  inconfijlent,  Ver.  51.  The  fame  man  utterly  dif- 
ferent in  different  places  and  feafons,  Ver.  71.  Unimagin' 
able  weaknejjes  in  the  greatefl,  Ver.  77,  &c.  Nothing  con- 
fant  and  certain  but  God  and  Nature,  Ver.  g^.  No 
judging  of  the  Motives  from  the  aEtions ;  the  fame  anions 
proceeding  from  contrary  Motives,  and  the  fame  Motives 
infuencing  contrary  aiiions,  Ver.  1 00.  II.  Tet  to  form 
Chara£l:ers,  we  can  only  take  the  flrongeft  adiions  of  a 
man's  life,  and  try  to  make  them  agree  :  The  utter  uncer- 
tainty of  this,  from  Nature  itfelf,  and  from  Vo\\cY,Yer.  120. 
Characters  given  according  to  the  rank  of  men  of  the  world, 

Ver. 
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Ver.  I35»  Andfome  reafon  for  it,  Ver.  141.  Education 
alters  the  Nature,  or  at  leaji  the  Charafter,  of  many y  Ver. 
149.  Aflions,  Paffions,  Opinions,  Manners,  Humours, 
or  Principles,  all  fuhjeEl  to  change.  No  judging  ^^  Nature, 
from  Ver.  158  /<?  174.  III.  It  only  remains  to  find  {if  ive 
can)  his  Ruling  Passion:  That  will  certainly  infuence 
all  the  rejly  and  can  reconcile  the  feeming  or  real  inconfi/lency 
of  all  his  aRions,  Ver.  175.  Inftanced  in  the  extraordinary 
charaBer  ©/"Clodio,  Ver.  179.  A  caution  againfl  mi/laking 
fecond  qualities  j^r  firft,  ivhich  ivill  deflroy  all  poffthility  of 
the  kncnvledge  of  mankind,  Ver.  210.  Examples  of  the 
Brength  of  the  Ruling  Paflion,  and  its  continuation  to  the  lafl 
breathy  Ver.  222,  &c. 


[   so;   ] 
EPISTLE     I. 

Of  the  Knowledge  and  Charaders  o/*Men, 

XTES,  you  defpife  the  man  to  Books  confin'd, 
Who  from  his  ftudy  rails  at  human  kind ; 
Tho*  what  he  learns  he  fpeaks,  and  may  advance 
Some  gen'ral  maxims,  or  be  right  by  chance. 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

Epistle  I.  This  Epiflle  is  divided  into  three  principal  parts  or 
members :  The  firil  (from  ver.  i  to  99.)  treats  of  the  difficulties  in 
coming  at  the  Knonvledge  and  true  Charaders  of  Men. — The 
fecond  (from  ver.  98  to  174.)  of  the  wrong  means  which  both 
Philofophers  and  Men  of  the  World  have  employed  in  furmounting 
thofe  difficulties. — And  the  third  (from  ver.  173  to  the  end) 
treats  of  the  right  means  ;  with  direftions  for  the  application  of 
them. 

Ver.  I.  Tes,  you  defpife  the  man,  53*^.]  The  Epiftle  is  intro- 
duced (from  ver,  i  to  15.)  by  obferving,  that  the  Knowledge  of 
men  is  neither  to  be  gained  by  books  nor  experience  alone,  but  by 
the  joint  ufe  of  both  ;  for  that  the  maxims  of  the  Philofophcr  and 
the  conclufions  of  the  Man  of  the  fForld  cart,  fcparately,  but  fupply 
a  vague  and  fuperficial  knowledge  :  often  not  fo  much ;  as  thofe 
maxims  are  founded  in  the  abftraft  notions  of  the  writer  ;  and  thefe 
conclnftons  are  drawn  from  the  uncertain  conjedures  of  the  obferver  : 
But  when  the  Philofophcr  joins  his  fpeculation  to  the  expeiiencc  of 

the 

NOTES. 

Moral EJfays.']  The  EssAV  on  Man  was  intended  to  be  com- 
prifed  in  four  books  : 

The  Firfl  of  which,  the  Author  has  given  us  under  that  title, 
in  four  epiiUes : 

The  Second  was  to  have  confifted  of  the  fame  number:  r.  Of 
|he  extent    and  limits  of  human   reafon.     2.  Of  thofe  arts  and 

7  fciences. 
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The  coxcomb  bird,  fo  talkative  and  grave,  5 

That   from   his   cage   cries   Cuckold,    Whore,    and 
Knave, 

Tho' 

COMMENTARY. 

the  Man  of  the  World,  his  notions  are  retlified  into  principles  ;  and 
when  the  Man  of  the  World  regulates  his  experience  on  the  nolions 
of  the  Philofopher,  his  conjedures  advance  into  fcience.  Such  is 
the  reafoning  of  this  introduftion  ;  Avhich,  befides  its  propriety  to 
the  general  fubjeft  of  the  Epiftle,  has  a  peculiar  relation  to  each  of 
its  parts  or  members  :  For  the  caufes  of  the  dijjiculty  in  coming  at 
the  knowledge  and  charafters  of  men,  explained  in  the  firft  part, 
will  {hew  the  importance  of  what  is  here  delivered,  of  the  joint 
affiflance  of  fpeculation  and  praftice  to  furmount  it ;  and  the  nvrong 
meansy  which  both  Philofophers  and  Men  of  the  ^or/^  have  employed 
in  overcoming  thofe  difficulties  difcourfed  of  in  the  fccond  part, 
have  their  fource  here  deduced ;  which  is  feen  to  be  z.feparaie  adhe- 
rence of  Each  to  his  own  method  of  ftudying  Men,  and  a  mutual 
contempt  of  the  Other's.  Laftly,  the  right  means  delivered  in  the 
third  part  would  be  of  little  ufe  in  the  application,  without  the 
direftion  here  delivered :  for  though  the  obfervation  of  men  and 
mamiers  difcovered  a  ruling  Passion,  yet,  without  z. philofophic 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  we  may  eafily  miflake  z.fecondary  and 
fubftdiary  paffion  for  the  principal,  and  fo  be  never  the  nearer  in  the 
Knowledge  of  Men.     But  the  elegant  and  tafyform  of  the  intro- 

duftion 

NOTES. 

fciences,  and  the  parts  of  them  which  are  ufeful,  and  therefore 
attainable  ;  together  with  thofe  which  are  unuf.ful,  and  therefore 
unattainable.  3.  Of  the  nature,  ends,  ufe,  and  application  of  the 
different  capacities  of  men.  4.  Of  the  ufe  of  learning  ;  of  the 
fcience  of  the  world  ;  and  of  wit  ;  concluding  with  a  fatire  agai'.ill 
the  mifapplication  of  them  ;  illullrated  by  piftures,  charadlers,  and 
examples. 

The  Third  book  regarded  civil  regimen,  or  the  fcience  of  poli- 
tics ;  in  which  the  feveral  forms  of  a  Republic  were  to  be  exa- 
mined and  explained  ;  together  with  the  feveral  modes  of  religious 
worfhip,  fo  far  forth  as  they  afFeft  Society ;  between  which  the 
Author  always  fuppofcd  there  was  the  clofeft  connexion  and  the 

IKoft 
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Tho'  mapy  a  paffenger  he  rightly  call. 
You  hold  him  no  Philofopher  at  all. 

And 

COMMENTARY. 

duAion  equals  the  propriety  of  its  matter  ;  for  the  Epiftle  being 
addrefied  to  a  noble  perfon,  diftinguiftied  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
world,  it  opens,  as  it  were,  in  the  midfl  of  a  familiar  converfation, 
which  lets  us  at  once  into  his  charadler ;  where  the  Poet,  by 
politely  affefting  only  to  ridicule  the  ufelefs  knowledge  of  men 
confined  to  books,  and  only  to  extol  that  acquired  by  the  world, 
artfully  infinuates  how  alike  defedlivc  the  latter  may  be,  when 
condutled  on  the  fame  narrow  principle :  which  is  too  often  the 
cafe  ;  as  men  of  the  nuorld  are  more  than  ordinaiily  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  their  own  obfervations  for  the  fahe  of  the  obferver  ;  and, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  lefs  indulgent  to  the  difcoveries  of  others. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

mod  interefting  relation.  So  that  this  part  would  have  treated  of 
Civil  and  Religious  Society  in  their  full  extent. 

The  Fourth  and  la(l  book  concerned  privata^^ethics,  or  practical 
morality ;  coiifidered  in  all  the  circumilances,  orders,  profeffions, 
and  ftations  of  human  life. 

The  fcheme  of  all  this  had  been  maturely  digefled,  and  com- 
municated to  L.  Bolingbroke,  Dr.  Swift,  and  one  or  two  more  ; 
and  was  intended  for  the  only  work  of  his  riper  years  ;  but  was, 
partly  through  ill  health,  partly  through  difcouragements  from 
the  depravity  of  the  times,  and  partly  on  prudential  and  other 
confiderations,  interrupted,  poftporied,  and,  laftly,  in  a  manner 
laid  afide. 

But  as  this  was  the  Author's  favourite  Work,  which  more  ex- 
a£ily  reflefted  the  image  of  his  own  llrong  and  capacious  mind, 
and  as  we  can  have  but  a  very  imperfcdl  idea  of  it  from  the  df- 
je8a  membra  Poeta,  which  now  remain  ;  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  be  a 
little  more  particular  concerning  each  of  thefe  proje(5ltd  books. 

The  First,  as  it  treats  of  Man  in  the  ahftraft,  and  confiders 
him  in  general,  under  every  one  of  his  relations,  becomes  the 
foundation,  and  furniilics  out  the  fubjedls,  of  the  three  tollowing  ; 
fo  that 

The  Second  Book  was  to  take  up  again  thejir/l  and  fecond 
epiftles  of  the_/fr/?  book ;  and  to  treat  of  Man  in  his  intclle6lual 

VOL.  HI.  »  capacity 
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And  yet  the  fate  of  all  extremes  is  fuch, 
Men  may  be  read,  as  well  as  Books,  too  much.       lo 

To 

NOTES. 

capacity  at  large,  as  has  been  explained  above.  Of  this,  only  a 
fmall  part  of  the  conclufion  (which,  as  we  faid,  was  to  have  con- 
tained a  fatire  againft  the  mifapplication  of  wit  and  learning)  may 
be  found  in  the  fourlh  book  of  the  Dunciad ;  and  up  and  down, 
occafionally,  in  the  other  three. 

The  Third  Book,  in  hke  manner,  was  to  re-affume  the  fubjefi: 
of  the  third  epirtle  of  the  Jirjl,  which  treats  of  Man  in  his  fecial, 
political,  and  religious  capacity.  But  this  part  the  Poet  after- 
wards conceived  might  be  bed  executed  in  an  Epic  Poem,  as  the 
A6lioH  would  make  it  more  animated,  and  the  Fable  lefs  invi- 
dious ;  in  which  all  the  great  principles  of  true  and  falfe  Govern- 
ments and  Religions  Ihould  be  chiefly  delivered  in  feigned 
examples. 

The  Fourth  and  laft  book  was  to  purfue  the  fubjeft  of  the 
fourth  eplille  of  t\\ejirj}f  and  to  treat  of  Ethics,  or  praftical  mora- 
lity ;  and  would  have  confifted  of  many  members  ;  of  which,  the 
four  following  epiftles  are  detached  portions  :  the  tivo  JirJl,  on 
the'CharaSers  of  Men  and  Women,  being  the  introditSory  part  of 
this  concluding  book.  Warburton. 

Ver.  I.  Tes,  you  defpife~\  The  gatrons  and  admirers  of  French 
literature  ufually  extol  thofe  authors  of  that  nation  who  have 
treated  of  life  and  manners  ;  and  five  of  them,  particularly,  are 
ellcemed  to  be  unrivalled,  namely,  Montague,  Charron,  La 
Rochefoucault,  Boileau,  lya  Bruyere,  and  Pafcal.  Thefe  are  fup- 
pofcd  to  have  deeply  penetrated  into  tlie  moil  fecret  recefTes  of 
the  human  heart,  and  to  have  discovered  the  various  vices  and 
vanities  that  lurk  in  it.  I  know  not  why  the  Enghfh  fhould  in 
this  refpecl  yield  to  their  polite  neighbours  more  than  in  any  other. 
Bacon  in  his  ElTays  and  Advancement  of  Learning,  Hobbes  and 
Hume  in  their  treatifes.  Prior  in  his  elegant  and  witty  Alma, 
Richardfon  in  his  Clariffa,  and  Fielding  in  his  Tom  Jones  (comic 
writers  are  not  here  included),  have  (hewn  a  profound  knowledge 
of  Man  ;  and  many  portraits  of  Addifon  may  be  compared  with 
the  moft  finiflied  touches  of  La  Bruyere.  But  the  Epiftles  we 
are  now  entering  upon  will  place  the  matter  beyond  a  difpute  ;  for 
the  French  can  boaft  of  no  author  who  has  fo  much  exhaufted  the 

fcience 
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To  obfervations  which  ourfelves  we  raake. 
We  grow  more  partial  for  th*  Obferver*s  fake ; 
To  written  Wifdom,  as  another's,  lefs : 
Maxims  are  drawn  from  Notions,  thofe  from  Guefs. 
There's  fome  Peculiar  in  each  leaf  and  grain,  15 

Some  unmark'd  fibre,  or  fome  varying  vein : 
Shall  only  Man  be  taken  in  the  grofs  ? 
Grant  but  as  many  forts  of  Mind  as  Mofsi 

That 

COMMENTARY. 
I. 

Ver.  15.  There's  fome  Peculiar^  ^c]  The  I*oet  enters  on  the 
firft  diviiion  of  his  fubje£t,  the  difficulties  of  coming  at  the  Knowledge 
and  true  CharaQers  of  Mem  The  firft  caufe  of  this  difficulty, 
which  he  profecutes  (from  ver.  14  to  19.),  is  the  great  divetfity  of 
charaSers ;  of  which,  to  abate  our  wondet,  and  not  difcourage 
our  inquiry,  he  only  defires  we  would  grant  him 

"  — but  as  many  forts  of  Mind  as  Mofs." 
Hereby  artfully  infinuating,  that  if  Nature  hath  varied  the  moft 
worthlefs  vegetable  into  above  three  hundred  fpecies,  we  need  not 
wonder  at  a  greater  diverfity  in  her  higheft  work,  the  human 
mind  :  And  if  the  variety  in  that  vegetable  has  been  thought  of 
importance  enough  to  employ  the  Icifure  of  a  ferious  inquirer, 
much  more  will  the  fame  circumftance  in  this  mafter-piece  of  the 
fublunary  world  defcrve  our  ftudy  and  attention. 

"  Shall  only  Man  be  taken  in  the  grofs  ?" 

Wa^burton. 

NOTTS. 

fcience  of  morals  as  Pope  has  in  his  five  Epiftles.  They  indeed 
contain  all  that  is  folid  and  valuable  in  the  above-mentioned  French 
writers,  of  whom  our  Author  was  remarkably  fond.  But  what- 
ever obfervations  he  has  borrowed  from  them  he  has  made  his  own 
by  the  dexterity  of  his  application.  Warton. 

Ver.  io.  Men  may  he  read,']  "  Say  what  they  will  of  the  great 
Book  of  the  World,  we  mull  read  others  to  know  how  to  read 
that."     M.  De  Sevigne  to  R.  Rabutin.  Warto.v. 
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That  each  from  other  differs,  firfl  confefs ; 
Next,  that  he  varies  from  himfelf  no  lefs :  20 

Add  Nature*s,  Cuftom's,  Reafon's,  Paflion's  ftrife. 
And  all  Opinion's  colours  caft  on  life. 

Our  depths  who  fathoms,  or  our  fhallows  finds, 
Quick  whirls,  and  fhifting  eddies,  of  bur  minds  ? 
On  human  Adions  reafon  tho'  you  can,  25 

It  may  be  Reafon,  but  it  is  not  Man : 

His 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  19.  That  each  from  other  differs,  tf^c.']  A  fecond  caufc  of 
this  difficulty  (from  ver.  i8to.2i.)  h  marl's  inconjlancy ;  for  not 
only  one  man  differs  from  another,  but  the  fame  man  from  him- 
felf. -  Warburton. 

Ver.  21.  Add  Nature^ t,  il^c.~]  A  third  caufe  (from  ver.  20  to 
23.)  is  that  obfcurity  thrown  over  the  charafters  bf  men,  through 
the  (Irife  and  conteft  bttvveen  nature  'dViAcuflom,  between  reafon  and 
appct'ile,  between  truth  and  ophiion.  And  as  moft  men,  either 
through  education^  temperature,  or  profejfion,  have  their  charatters 
warped  by  cujlom,  appetite^  and  opinion,  the  obfcurity  arifing  from 
thence  is  almoft  univerfal.  Warburton. 

Ver.  23.  Our  depths  who  fathoms,  ^s'f.]  A  fourth  caufe  (from 
ver.  22  to  25.)  is  deep  dijfimulation,  and  reftlefs  caprice ;  whereby 
the  (hallows  of  the  mind  are  as  difficult  to  h^  found,  as  the  depths 
of  it  are  to  \i<i  fathomed.  Warburton. 

Ver.  25.  On  human  A'clions,  l^c.'\  A  fifth  caufe  (from  ver.  24 
to  31.)  is  the  fudden  change  of  his  principle  of  action;  either  on 
the  point  of  its  being  laid  open  and  detected,  or  when  it  is  rea- 
fonedupon,  and  attempted  to  be  explored.  Warburton. 

NOT  K  S. 

Ver,  20.  Next,  that  he  varies~\  A  fenfible  French  writer  fays, 
that  the  faults  and  follies  of  men  chiefly  arife  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  qu'ils  n'ont  pas  I'cfpi it,  en  eqiiilibre,  pour  ainfi  dire,  avec 
leur  charadlere  :  Ciceron,  par  cxemple,  etoit  un  grand  efprit  et 
une  amc  foible  ;  c'ell  pour  cela,  qu'il  fut  grand  orateur  et  homme 
d'etat  mediocre.  Warton. 

Ver.  23.  Our  depths  who  fathoms,  eff.]  "A  mefure' qu'on  a 
plus  d'efprit,"  fays  tlie  profound  Pafcal,  "on  tfouve  qu'il  y  a  plus 
d'hommes  orioinaux."  Warton. 
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His  Principle  of  trftion  once  explore, 

That  inflant  'tis  his  Principle  no  more. 

Like  following  life  through  creatures  you  diffed, 

You  lofe  it  in  the  moment  you  dete£l.  30 

Yet  more  ;  the  diif 'rence  is  as  great  between 
The  optics  feeing,  as  the  objefts  feen. 
All  Manners  take  a  tindlure  from  our  own ; 
Or  come  difcolour*d  through  our  Paffions  Ihown. 
Or  Fancy's  beam  enlarges,  multiplies,  35 

Contracts,  inverts,  and  gives  ten  thoufand  dies. 

Nor  will  Life's  dream  for  Obfervation  ftay,^ 
It  hurries  all  too  fail  to  mark  their  way  : 
In  vain  fedate  refledions  we  would  make. 
When  half  our  knowledge  we  mud  fnatch,  not  take. 

Oft, 

COMMENTARY. 

V^ER.3r.  Tet  more;  the  diff'rencey  £5"^.]  Hitherto  the  Poet 
hath  fpoken  of  the  caufes  of  difficulty  arifing  from  the  ohfcurily  of 
the  ohjed  ;  he  now  comes  to  thofe  which  proceed  from  defects  in  the 
ohferver.  The  firfl  of  which,  and  a  fixth  caufe  of,  difficulty,  he 
fliews  (from  ver.  30  to  37.)  is  the  perverfe  manners,  affedions,  and 
imaginations  of  the  obfervcr  ;  whereby  the  charadlers  of  others  are 
rarely  feen  either  in  their  true  light,  complexion,  or  proportion. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  37.  Nor  will  Life's  fream  for  Ohfervationy  Iffc.']  The 
feventh  caufc  of  difficulty,  and  the  fccond  arifing  from  dtfed^s  in 
the  Obfcrver  (from  ver,  36  to  41.),  is  thcfljortntfs  of  human  life ; 
which  will  not  fuffcr  him  to  felt£t  and  weigh  out  his  knowledge, 
but  juft  to  fnatch  it,  as  it  rolls  fwifily  by  him,  down  the  rapid 
current  of  Time.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

VtR.33.  ylll  Manners  takel  A  deep  knowledge  of  Human 
Nature  is  difplaycd  in  thtfe  four  hncs.     So  alfo  in  ver.  42. 

Warton. 

P  3 
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Oft,  in  the  Paflions*  wide  rotation  tofl:,  41 

Our  fpring  of  adlion  to  ourfelves  is  loll : 
TirM,  not  determin'd,  to  the  lafl:  we  yield, 
And  what  comes  then  is  marter  of  the  field. 
As  the  lafl  image  of  that  troubled  heap,  45 

When  Senfe  fubfides,  and  Fancy  fports  in  fleep, 
(Tho'  pad  the  recollection  of  the  thought,) 
Becomes  the  fluff  of  which  our  dream  is  wrought : 

Spme- 

COM  MENTAR  Y. 

Ver.  41.  0/},  in  the  Pa[fions\  Iffc.']  We  come  now  to  the  eiglith 
and  lafl  caufe,  which  very  properly  concludes  the  account ;  as,  in 
a  fort,  it  fums  up  all  the  difficulties  in  one  (from  ver.  4c  to  51.), 
namely,  that  very  often  the  wan  hlmJAf  is  ignorant  of  his  onvn 
motive  of  aBion  ;  the  caufc  of  which  ignorance  our  Author  has 
admirably  explained:  When  the  mind  (fays  he)  is  now  tired  out 
by  the  long  conflift  of  oppofite  motives,  it  withdraws  its  atten- 
tion ;  and  fuffers  the  ivill  to  be  fcized  upon  by  the  firft  that  after- 
wards obtrudes  itfelf:  without  taking  much  notice  what  that 
motive  is.  This  is  finely  iiluftrated  by  what  he  fuppofes  to  be  the 
natural  canfe  of  dreams  ;  where  the  fancy  juft  let  loofe,  pofitfTes 
itfelf  of  the  hijl  image  wliich  it  meets  v.-ith,  on  the  confines 
between  fleeping  and  waking  ;  and  on  that  erc<Ss  all  its  ideal 
fcenery  ;  yet  this  fcizure  is,  with  great  difficulty,  rccollefted  ; 
and  never,  but  when  by  foine  accident  we  happen  to  have  our  £ril 
(lumbers  fuddenly  interrupted.  Then  (which  proves  the  truth  of 
the  hypothefis)  we  are  fometimes  able  to  trace  the  workings  of  the 
Fancy  backwards,  from  idea  to  idea,  i^  a  chain,  till  we  come  to 
that  from  whence  they  all  arofe.  War  bur  ton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  48.  Becomes  the  fluff  of  nvhich  our  dream  is  wrought:'] 
Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  fpeaking  of  a  di'vine  vifcn  with  which  he 
was  favoured,  feems  yet  to  think  that  it  might  be  made  out  of  the 
fluff  of  his  nvaking  thoughts.  His  words  are  thefe :  "  Cum  igitur 
fuper  univeffis  qujE  nobis  acciderant,  mecum  non  mediocriter 
anxiiis  extitcrim — fufpiriofae  mihi  multoties  cogitationes  in  animum 
afcenderint,  no6le  quadam  in  foranis  ex  relipuiis   forte  cogi- 

,   tationu.m 
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Something  as  dim  to  our  internal  view. 

Is  thus,  perhaps,  the  caufe  of  mod  we  do.  50 

True,  fome  are  open,  and  to  all  men  known  j 
Others  fo  very  clofe  they're  hid  from  none ; 
(So  Darknefs  flrikes  the  fenfe  no  lefs  than  Light  j) 
Thus  gracious  Chandos  is  belov'd  at  fight ; 
And  ev*ry  child  hates  Shylock,  tho'  his  foul  ^^ 

Still  fits  at  fquat,  and  peeps  not  from  its  hole. 

At 

COMMENTARY. 

VER.51.  Truey  fame  are  open.,  £3*^.]  But  now,  in  anfwer  to  all 
this,  an  ohjeSor  (from  ver.  50  to  63.)  may  fay,  "  That  thefe  diffi- 
culties feem  to  be  aggravated  :  For  many  charafters  are  fo  plainly 
marked,  that  no  man  can  miftake  them  :  and  not  fo  only  in  the 
more  open  and.  frank,  but  in  the  clofejl  and  moft  reclufe  likewife." 
Of  each  of  thefe  the  Objedor  gives  an  inilance ;  by  which  it 
appears,  that  the  forbidding  clofenefs  and  concealed  hypocrify  in 
the  one,  are  as  confpicuous  to  all  mankind,  as  the  gracious  open- 

nefs  and  frank  plain-deahng  of  the  other. The   Reader  fees, 

this  objetlion  is  more  particularly  levelled  at  the  doflrine  of 
ver.  23. 

*'  Our  z/^-^^^j  who  fathoms,  and  ortr^a//ou;j. finds  ;'* 
for  here  it  endeavours  to  prove,  that  both  are  equally  explorable. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

TATiONUM  Vifionem  vidi,"  &c.  De  rchus  afe  gejl'ts,  L.  11.  C.  12. 
— By  which  we  fee,  and  it  is  worth  rcmarkinjj,  that  to  philofophizc 
on  our  Superftitlons  is  fo  far  from  crafing  them,  that  it  engraves 
them  bux  the  more  deeply  in  the  mind.  The  reafon  is  plain  j  it 
turns  the  obje£!lun  to  them,  to  zfolulum  in  their  credit. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  56.  peeps  not  from  iis  hole.'\   Which  (hews  (fays  Scrihlcrus, 

idly),  that  this  grave  perfon  was  content  with  his  prefent  fituation, 

as  tiudiiig  but  fmall  fatisfadlion  in  what  a  famous  Foet  reckons  one 

of  the  advantages  of  old  age  : 

*'  The  foul's  dark  cottage,  batter'd  and  decay'd, 

Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  that  Time  has  made." 

Warton. 
r4 
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At  half  mankind  when  gen'rous  Manly  raves. 

All  know  'tis  Virtue,  for  he  thinks  them  knaves : 

When  univerfal  homage  Umbra  pays. 

All  fee  'tis  Vice,  and  itch  of  vulgar  praife.  60 

When  Flatt'ry  glares,  all  hate  it  in  a  Queen, 

While  one  there  is  who  charms  us  with  his  S'pleen. 

But  thefe  plain  charaders  we  rarely  find ; 
Tho'  flrong  the  bent,  yet  quick  the  turns  of  mind : 

Or 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  63.  But  thefe  plain  charaders,  Ifjc."]  To  this  objcftion, 
therefore,  our  Author  replies  (from  ver.  62  to  71.),  that  indeed 
the  fadl  may  be  true,  in  the  inftances  given ;  but  that  fuch  plain 
charaSers  are  extremely  rare  :  And  for  the  truth  of  this,  he  not 
only  appeals  to  experience,  but  explains  the  caufcs  of  thofe  per- 
plexed and  complicated  humours  which  diffufe  themfelves  over  the 
whole  fpecies.  i.  The  firft  of  which  is,  the  •vivacity  of  the  imagi- 
nation; that  when  the  bias  of  the  paffions  is  fufficiently  determined 
to  mark  out  the  Charafter,  the  vigour  of  the  fancy  generally  rifing 
in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  the  appetites,  the  one  no  fooner 
draws  the  bias,  than  the  other  turivs  it  to  a  contrary  direftion  : 

"  Tho'  ftrorg  the  bent,  yet  quick  the  turns  of  mind." 

2.  A  fecond  caufe  is  the  contrariety  of  Appetites.,  which  drawing 
feveral  ways,  as  Avarice  and  Lifxury,  Ambition  and  Indolence, 
&c.  (expreffed  in  thehne, 

"  Or  puzzhng  Contranes  confor.nd  the  whole,") 
mud  needs  make  the  fame  charafter  inconfiftent  to  itfclf,  and  of 
courfe  inexplicable  by  the  obferver. 

3.  A  third  caufe  is  Jlffedation,  which  afpires  to  qualities  that 
neither  nature  nor  education  has  given  us  ;  and  confequtntly,  will 
be  exerted  with  the  fame  reftraint  and  difficulty  that  a  tumbler 
walks  upon  his  hands  ;  on  which  account  it  is  that  he  favs — 

"  Affeftations  quite  reverfe  the  foul ;" 

niitural 

NOTES. 

Ver.  57.  At  half  mankind^  The  character  alluded  to  is  the 
principal  one  in  the  Plain  Dealer  of  Wycherly,  a  comedy  taken 

from 
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Or  puzzling  Contraries  confound  the  whole ;  6^ 

Or  AfFeftations  quite  reverfe  the  foul. 
The  Dull,  flat  Falfliood  ferves  for  policy  ; 
And  in  the  Cunning,  Truth  itfelf\s  a  lie  : 
Unthought-of  Frailties  cheat  us  in  the  Wife  ; 
The  Fool  lies  hid  in  inconfiftencies.  70 

See 

COMMENTARY. 

natural  pajjiom  may,  indeed,  turn  it  from  that  bias  which  the 
ruling  one  has  given  it  ;  but  the  ajfedcd  pajJlom  diftort  all  its 
faculties,  and  cramp  all  its  operations  :  fo  that  humanity  itfelf,  as 
well  as  its  qualities,-  is  no  longer  a  diftinguifliable  thing. 

4.  A  fourth  caufe  lies  in  the  Inequalities  of  the  human  mind^ 
•which  expofe  the  wife  to  unexpcfted  frailties,  and  condu6t  the 
weak  to  as  unlooked-for  wifdom.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

from  the  Mifanthrope  of  Moliere,  but  much  inferior  to  the  origi- 
nal. Alcv-'ftes  has  not  that  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  and  has  much  more 
humanity  and  honour  than  Manly.  Writers  transfufe  their  own 
characters  into  their  works  ;  Wycherly  was  a  vain  and  profligate 
hbertine  ;  Mohere  was  beloved  for  his  candour,  fwtetncfs  of  tem- 
per, and  integrity.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  French  did  not 
relifli  this  incomparable  comedy  on  the  three  firft  reprefentations. 
The  llrokes  of  fatire  were  too  fubtle  and  delicate  to  be  felt  by  the 
generality  of  the  audience,  who  expected  only  the  grofs  diverfion 
of  laughing;  fo  that,  at  the  fourth  time  of  its  being  acled,  the 
author  was  forced  to  add  to  it  one  of  his  coarftft  farces  ;  but 
Boileau  in  the  mean  time  affirmed  that  it  was  the  capital  work  of 
their  ftage,  and  that  the  people  would  one  time  be  induced  to 
think  fo.  Wartos. 

Vfr.  61.  hate  it  in  a  ^cen,"]  Meaning  Qiieen  Caroline,  whom 
he  was  fond  of  ccnfuring  ;  as  was  Boliiigbroke.  vSee  vol.  i.  p.  123. 
of  his  Works,  for  a  bitter  ridicule  on  her  aflectation  of  fcience. 

Wartos. 
Ver.  62.   nuho  cJuirms  us  'with  his  Spleen.^   Clofely  copied  from 
Boileau  : 

"   Un  cfprit  ne  chagrin  plait  par  fon  chagrin  meroe." 
It  is  a  Compliment  to  Swift.  War  ton. 
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See  the  fame  man,  in  vigour,  in  the  gout; 
Alone,  in  company  ;  in  place,  or  out  ; 

Early 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  71.  See  the  fame  marif  ^c]  Of  all  thefe  Four  cau/es  be  here 
gives  EXAMPLES  :  i.  Of  the  vivacity  of  the  imagination  (from 
ver.  70  to  77.) — 2.  Of  the  contrariety  of  Appetites  (from  ver.  76  to 
Si.) — 3.  Of  yfffeBaiions  (from  ver.  80  to  87.)  — and,  4.  Of  the 
Jnequalities  of  the  human  mind  (from  ver.  86  to  95.)  Warburton. 

NOTE  8. 

Ver.  69.  Unthoiight-of  Frailties^  The  night  before  the  battle 
of  Blenheim,  after  a  council  of  war  had  been  held  in  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  tent,  at  which  Prince  Louis  of  Baden  and  Prince 
Eugene  had  affifled,  the  latter,  after  the  council  had  broke  up, 
ftept  back  to  the  tent  to  communicate  fomething  he  had  forgot  to 
the  Duke,  whom  he  found  giving  orders  to  his  aid-de-camp  Co- 
lonel Selvvyn  (who  related  this  faft)  at  the  table,  on  which  there 
was  now  only  a  fingle  taper  burning,  all  the  others  being  extin- 
guifhed  the  moment  the  council  was  over.  "  What  a  man  is  this,'* 
faid  Prince  Eugene,  "  who  at  fuch  a  time  can  think  of  faving  the 
ends  of  candles."  "  Warton. 

Ver.  72.  jilone,  in  company ;"]  The  unexpe(!Led  inequalities  of 
our  minds  and  tempers  is  a  fubjeft  that  has  been  exhaufted  by 
Montague  in  the  ift  chap,  of  the  2d  book  of  his  EfTays,  which,  it  is 
evident,  Pope  had  been  reading.  Nothing  can  be  finer  than  the 
pi«5lure  which  Tully  has  given,  in  his  oration  for  Caelius,  of  the 
inconfiftencies  and  varieties  of  Catiline's  conduft  ;  ending  with, 
•*  Quis  clarioribus  viris  quo  Jam  tempore  jucundior?  Quis  turpio- 
ribus  conjunftior  ?  Quis  civis  meliorum  parti um  aliquando  ?  Quis 
tetrior  hoilishuic  civitati  ?  Quis  in  voluptatibus  inquinatior  ?  Qiiis 
in  laboribus  patientior  ?  Quis  in  rapacitate  avarior  ?  Qiiis  in  largi- 
tione  effufior  ?"  The  learned  Marklgnd,  in  defending  Euripides 
from  a  well-known  objection  made  to  the  inconfiilency  of  the  cha. 
rafter  of  Iphigenia,  is  of  opinion^  that  the  Poet's  defign,  through 
the  whole  tragedy,  was,  in  general,  to  (hew  the  inequality  and 
inconfi ftency  of  the  human  charafter;  and  gives  inftances  of  this 
inconfiftency  in  the  behaviour  of  Agamemnon,  Menclaus,  Achi'ks, 
the  Chorus,  and  all  the  perfons  introduced,  except  Clytemneftra  ; 
intending  to  difplay  humani  animi  levitatem  et  inconilantiam  in 
confiliis  fuis,  ct  nos  omnes  sequc  cfTe  homines."  Euvip.  Iphig. 
Ant.  p.  191.  Warton. 
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Early  at  Bus'nefs,  and  at  Hazard  late ; 

Mad  at  a  Fox-chafe,  wife  at  a  Debate ; 

Drunk  at  a  Borough,  civil  at  a  Ball ;  7^ 

Friendly  at  Hackney,  faithlefs  at  Whitehall. 

Catius  is  ever  moral,  ever  grave, 
Think  who  endures  a  knave,  is  next  a  knave. 
Save  jufl:  at  dinner — then  prefers,  no  doubt, 
A  Rogue  with  Ven'foh  to  a  Saint  without.  80 

Who  would  not  praife  Patritio's  high  defert. 
His  hand  unftain'd,  his  uncorrupted  heart. 
His  comprehenfive  head !  all  Int'refts  weighM, 
All  Europe  fav'd,  yet  Britain  not  betray'd. 
He  thanks  you  not,  his  pride  is  in  Picquette,  S^ 

New-market  fame,  and  judgment  at  a  Bett. 

What  made  (fay  Montagne,  or  more  fage  Charron !) 
Otho  a  warrior,  Cromwell  a  buffoon  ? 

A  per- 

VAR  I  ATIONS. 

After  ver.  86.  in  the  former  Editions  : 

Triumphant  leaders,  at  an  army's  head, 
Hemm'd  round  with  glories,  pilfer  cloth  or  bread  ; 
As  meanly  plunder  as  they  bravely  fought, 
Now  fave  a  people,  and  now  fave  a  groat. 

NOTES. 

Ver.8i.  Patrlth/s  lAgh  defert,']  Meaning  Lord  Godolphin,  of 
whom,  fays  Prior,  in  an  original  letter  that  I  have  feen,  "  as  the 
wife  Earl  of  Godolphin  told  me  when  he  turned  me  out  for  having 
ferved  him; — Things  change,  times  change,  and  men  change." 
Thougli  he  was  a  great  gamefter,  yet  he  was  an  able  and  honell 
niinifter.  Warton. 

Ver.  87.  What  made']  One  of  the  reafons  that  makes  Montagne 
fo  agreeable  a  writer  is,  that  he  gives  fo  ftrong  a  piciure  of  the 
way  of  life  of  a  country  gentleman  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
The  defcriptions  of  his  calUe,  of  his  library,  of  his  travels,  of 

his 


220  MORAL  ESSAYS.  Ep.I. 

A  perjured  Prince,  a  leaden  Saint  revere, 
A  godlefs  Regent  tremble  at  a  Star  ?  90 

The 

NOTES. 

his  entertainments,  of  his  diet  and  drtfs,  are  particularly  pleafing* 
Malebranche  and  Fafcal  hav-e  feverely  and  juftly  cenfurtd  his  fcep- 
ticifm.  Peter  Charron  contradcd  a  very  ftriA  friendfiiip  with 
him,  infomuch  that  Montagne  permitted  him  by  his  will  to  bear 
^ijrarms.  Tn  hig  Book  of  Wiidom,  which  was  pubhflied  at  Bour- 
3eaux  in  the  year  1601,  he  has  inferted  a  great  number  of  Mon- 
tagne's  feotiments.  This  treatjfe  has  been  loudly  blamed  for  its 
freedom  by  many  writers  of  France,  and  particularly  Garafft-  the 
Jefuiil.  Bayle  has  remarked,  in  cppofition  to  thefe  cenfurers, 
that,  of  a  hundred  thoufand  readers,  there  are  hardly  three  to  be 
found  in  any  age  who  are  well  qualified  to  judge  of  a  book, 
wherein  the  ideas  of  an  exa£l  and  metaphyfical  reafoning  are  ftt 
in  oppofition  to  the  moft  common  opinions.  Pope  has  borrowed 
many  fenfible  remarks  from  Charron,  of  whom  Bolingbroke  was 
particularly  fond.  Warton. 

Ver.  89.  A perjur'd  Prince^"]  Louis  XI.  of  France  wore  in  his 
hat  a  leaden  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  which,  when  he  fwore  bv, 
he  feared  to  break  his  oath.  "        Pope. 

Ver.  90.  j4 godlefs  Regent  tremble  at  a  Star  ?~\  Philip  Duke  of 
Orleans,  Regent  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XV.  fuperftitiors  in 
judicial  aftrology,  though  an  unbeliever  in  all  rehgion.  Pope. 

The  fame  has  been  obferved  of  many  oiner  Politicians.  The  Ita- 
lians, in  general,  are  not  more  noted  for  their  refined  politics,  than 
for  their  attachment  to  the  dctages  of  Afirohgy,  ui:der  the  influ- 
ence of  Atheijm.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  inquire  into  the  caufe 
of  fo  fingular  a  phcenomenon,  as  it  may  probably  do  honour  tu 
Rehgion.  Thefe  men  obferving  (and  none  have  equal  opportunities 
of  fo  doing)  how  perpetually  public  events  fall  out  befides  their 
expetlation,  and  contrary  to  the  beft  laid  fchemes  of  worldly 
policy,  cannot  but  confcfs  that  human  affairs  are  ordered  by  fome 
power  extrinfical.  To  acknowledge  a  God  and  his  Providence, 
would  be  ne~xt  to  introducing  a  morality  d>.ftrudive  of  that  civil 
fyftem  which  they  think  necefl'ary  for  the  government  of  the 
world.  They  have  recourfe  therefore  to  that  abfurd  fchtn.e  of 
power  which  rules  by  no  other  law  than  Fate  or  Dejiiuy. 

Warburton. 
The 
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The  throne  a  Bigot  keep,  a  Genius  quit, 
Faithlefs  through  Piety,  and  dup'd  through  Wit  ? 
Europe  a  Woman,  Child,  or  Dotard  rule, 
And  jufl;  her  wifefl  monarch  made  a  fool  ? 

Know,  God  and  Nature  only  are  the  fame:  95 
In  Man,  the  judgment  Ihoots  at  flying  game  ; 

A  bird 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  95.  Knowt  God  a;/r/ Nature,  i^c."]  Having  thus  proved 
nhat  he  had  propofed,  the  premljes  naturally  led  him  into  a  moral 
refledlion,  with  which  he  concludes  his  Jirft  part,  namely,   that 
conftancy  is  to  be  expcfted  in  no  human  Character  whatfoever ; 
but  is  to  be  found  only  in  God  and  his  I^avvs :  That  as  to  Man, 
he  is  not  only  pei-petually  (hifting  and  varjang,  even  while  iv'ithm 
the  verge  of  his  own  nature  ;  but  is  frequently  flying  out  into  each 
extreme,  both  above  and  hehnv  it :  Now  alfociating  in  good  eamefl 
with  Brutes,  and  now  again  affecting  the  imaginary  converfation  . 
of  Angels.      \_'$)^tEIJay  on  Man,  Ep.  ii.  ver.  8.] 
"  A  bird  of  paffagc  !  gone  as  foon  as  found  ; 
Now  in  the  Moon  perhaps,  now  under  ground.''* 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  here  pointed  at,  was  an  infidel  and  a 
libertine,  and  at  the  fame  time,  as  well  as  Bouranvillicrs  and  Car- 
dan, who  calculated  the  nativity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  was  a  bigotted 
believer  injudicial  ailrology  ;  he  was  faid  to  be  the  author,  which, 
however,  has  been  doubted,  of  many  of  thofe  flimfy  fongs,  nugae 
canoras,  to  which  the  language  and  manners  of  France  feem  to  be 
pecuhai-ly  adapted.  He  knew  mankind.  "  Quiconque  eft  fans 
honucur  tt  fans  humeur,  ell  uu  courtifan  parfaite,"  was  one  of  his 
favourite  fayings.  Warton. 

Ver. 91.  The  throne  a  Bigot  hcep,  a  Genius  quit,2  Philip  V.  of 
Spain,  who,  after  renouncing  the  throne  for  Religion,  rcfumed  it 
to  gratify  his  Q_ueen  ;  and  Victor  Amadeus  H.  King  of  Sardinia, 
who  refigned  the  Crown,  and  trying  to  re-affumc  it,  was  imprifoned 
till  his  death.  Pope. 

Ver.  93.   Europe  a  Woman,  Child,  or  Dotard  rule, 
\Andjujl  her  '•jjiftjl  monarch  made  a  fool  ?'\ 
The  Czarina,  the  King  of  France,  the  Pope,  and  the  above-men- 
tioned King  of  Sardinia.  Wareurtcv. 
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A  bird  of  paffage !  gone  as  foon  as  found ; 
Now  in  the  Moon  perhaps,  now  under  ground. 

II. 

In  vain  the  Sage,  with  retrofpeclive  eye. 
Would  from  th'  apparent  What  conclude  the  Why, 
Infer  the  Motive  from  the  Deed,  and  fhew,  loi 

That  what  we  chanc'd  was  what  we  meant  to  do. 
Behold  !  if  Fortune  or  a  Miftrefs  frowns. 
Some  plunge  in  bus'nefs,  others  Ihave  their  crowns : 

To 

COMMENTARY. 
II. 

Ver.  99.  In  vain  the  Sage,  ^c.]  The  Author  having  (hewn 
the  difficulties  in  coming  to  the  knowledge  and  true  charafters  of 
men,  enters  now  upon  the  fecond  divifion  of  his  Poem,  which  is 
of  the  wrong  means  that  both  Phtlofophers  and  Mai  of  the  nuorld  have 
employed  in  furmountlng  thofe  dijiculties.  He  had,  in  the  introduc- 
tion, fpoken  of  the  abfurd  conduft  of  both,  in  defpifing  the  aflill- 
ance  of  each  other  :  He  now  juftifies  his  cenfure  by  an  examination 
of  their  peculiar  do&rines  ;  and,  to  take  them  in  their  own  way, 
confiders  them,  as  they  would  be  confidered,yt;^flr^/^/i;.  And  firil, 
of  the  Philofopher,  whofe  principal  miftake  is  in  fuppofing  that 
adions  bejl  decypher  the  motive  of  the  aEior.  This  he  confutes  (from 
ver.  98  to  109.),  by  fliewing  that  different  aP.ions  proceed  often 
from  the  fame  motive  ;  whether  o^  accident,  as  difappointed  views ; 
or  of  temperature,  as  an  aduft  complexion  ;  which  he  thus  illuf- 
trates  : 

"  Behold  1  if  Fortune  or  a  Miftrefs  frowns,"  Sec. 
In  judging,  therefore,  of  motives  by  aclions,  the  Philofopher  muH 
needs  be  frequently  miftaken  ;  becaufe   the    paffion  or  appetite, 
which,  when  impelling  to  aBion,  we  call  the  jnotive  of  it,  may  be 
equally  gratified  in  the  purfuit  of  very  different  meafures. 

Warburton- 

NOTES. 

Ver.  95.  God  and Natvke^   It  is  not  very  clear  what  is  pre^ 
cifely  meant  by  Nature  in  this  paflage.  Wartok- 
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To  eafe  the  Soul  of  one  oppreffive  weight,  105 

This  quits  an  Empire,  that  embroils  a  State : 
The  fame  aduft  complexion  has  impell'd 
Charles  to  the  Convent,  Philip  to  the  Field. 

Not  always  Actions  Ihew  the  man  :  we  find 
Who  does  a  kindnefs,  is  not  therefore  kind  ;  no 

Perhaps 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  109.  Not  always  Atl'ions Jhew  the  man.,  l^cJ^  The  Philo- 
fopher's  fecond  miftake  is,  that  adl'ions  decypher  the  charaBer  cj the 
eBer.  This  too  the  Author  confutes  (from  ver.  1 08  to  135-); 
and  as,  in  coirediing  the  foregoing  miftake,  he  proved,  that  diffe- 
rent all'ions  often  proceed  from  the  fame  motive;  fo  here  he  proves, 
that  the  fame  aU'ion  often  proceeds  from  different  motives  !  thus  a  iisJ 
ad'ion,  he  obferves,  as  commonly  arifeth  from  the  accidents  of 
profperity  or  fine  weather,  as  from  a  natural  difpofition  to  huma- 
nity ;  a  modeft  affion,  as  well  from  pride,  as  humility  ;  a  braiK  aSioa, 
as  eafily  from  habit  or  fafhion,  as  magnanimity  ;  and  a  prvdeni 
adloHt  as  often  from  vanity  as  wifdom.  Now  the  charaSer  being 
really  determined  by  the  motives  ;  and  various,  nay,  contnuy 
motives,  producing  the  fame  a3ion  ;  the  aSion  can  never  decvpher 
the  charaSer  of  the  oBor.  But  further  (continues  the  Poet),  if  we 
attend  to  what  hath  been  faid,  we  fhall  difcover  another  circuiii- 
ftance  in  the  ca'e,  which  will  not  only  make  it  extremely  difEcult* 
but  abfolutely  imprafticable  to  decypher  the  charafter  by  the 
aftion  :  and  that  is,  the  dtfcordancy  of  action  in  the  fame  chara(Ser  ; 
a  neccflary  c(infequence  of  the  two  principles  proved  above,  that 
different  atlions  proceed  from  the  fame  motive,  and  that  the  fame  a£Iion 
proceeds  from  different  motives,  Warburtojj. 

NOTES. 
Ver.  107.  The  fame  adufl  complexion  has  impel!' d 

Charles  to  the  Convent,  Philip  to  the  Field. "^ 
Philip  II.  was  of  an  atrabilaire  complexion.  He  derived  it  from 
his  fatlitr  Charles  V.  whofe  health,  the  hiftorians  of  his  life  tell  us, 
was  frequently  difordered  by  bilious  fevers.  But  what  was  moil 
extraordinary,  the  fame  complexion  not  only  drove  them  varioufly, 
hut  made  each  ad  contrary  to  his  charadter  ;  Charles,  who  was 
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Perhaps  Profperity  becalmed  his  bread  ;     - 
Perhaps  the  Wind  jufl  fliifted  from  the  eaft  : 
Not  therefore  humble  he  who  feeks  retreat. 
Pride  guides  his  fteps,  and  bids  him  fhun  the  Great  r   ■ 
Who  combats  bravely,  is  not  therefore  brave,    .   115 
He  dreads  a  death-bed  Hke  the  mean  eft  Have ; 
Who  reafons  wifely  is  not  therefore  wife. 
His  pride  in  Reas'ning,  not  in  Ailing  lies. 

But  grant  that  Adions  beft  difcover  man  ; 
Take  the  mpft  ftrong,  and  fort  them  as  you  can.   i  lo 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  119.  But  grant  that  Acl'tons,  ^V.]  But  (continues  our 
Author),  if  you  will  judge  of  man  by  his  aS'ionsy  you  are  not  to 
felecl  fuch  only  as  you  like,  or  can  manage  ;  you  muft  fairly  take 
all  you  find  :  Now,  when  you  have  got  thefe  together,  they  will 
prove  fo  very  difcordant,  that  no  confiftent  character  can  poflibly 
be  made  out  of  them.  What  then  is  to  he  done  ?  Will  yon  fup' 
prefs  all  thote  you  cannot  reconcile  to  the  few  capital  ailions  which 
you  chufe  for  the  foundation  of  your  character?  But  this  the 
laws  of  truth  will  not  permit.  Will  you  then  mi/call  them  ?  and 
fay  they  were  not  the  natural  workings  of  the  man,  but  the  dif- 
guifes  of  the  politician  -.  But  what  will  you  get  by  this,  befides 
reverfmg  the  bed  known  ciuTradter,  and  making  the  owner  of  it 
the  diretl  oppofite  of  himfelfr  However  (fays  our  Author),  this 
is  the  way  which  the  rtafoning  and  philofophic  hiftorian  hath  been 
alway  ready  to  take  with  the  ad'ions  of  great  men  ;  of  which  he 
gives  two  famous  inllances  in  the  life  of  Cafar.  The  coiiclufion 
from  the  whole  is,   that  ail'wns  do  notfienjj  the  man. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

an  aclive  man,  when  he  retired  into  a  Convent ;  Philip,  who  was  a 
man  of  the  clofet,  when  he  gave  the  battle  of  St.  Qiiiutin. 

Warburton. 

All  that  wants  to  be  kno.vvn  of  this  Emperor's  charafter  may  bt 

learned  from  Robcrtfon's  admirable  Hiftory.  Warton. 
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The  few  that  glare  each  charadler  mud  mark. 
You  balance  not  the  many  in  the  dark. 
What  will  you  do  with  fuch  as  difagree  ? 
Supprefs  them,  or  mifcall  them  Policy  ? 
Mufl  then  at  once  (the  character  to  fave)  125 

The  plain  rough  Hero  turn  a  crafty  Knave  ? 
Alas  !  in  truth  the  man  but  chang'd  his  mind, 
Perhaps  was  fick,  in  love,  or  had  not  din'd. 
Afk  why  from  Britain  Csefar  would  retreat  ? 
Csefar  himfelf  might  whifper  he  was  beat.  130 

Why 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  129.  in  the  former  Editions  : 

Afli  why  from  Britain  Cjefar  made  retreat  ? 

Caefar  himftlf  would  tell  you  he  was  beat. 

The  mighty  Czar  what  mov'd  to  wed  a  Punk  ? 

The  mighty  Czar  would  te,ll  you  he  was  drunk. 
Altered  as  above,  becaufe  Caefar  wrote  his  Commentaries  of  this 
war,  and  does  noi  tell  you  he  was  beat.     And  as  Csefar  afforded 
an  inftunce  of  both  cafes,  it  was  thought  better  to  make  him  the 
fingle  example.  Waruurton; 

NOTES. 

Ver.  127.  jllas!  In  truth']  The  Grand  Seignior  offered  to  afTiil 
Henry  IV.  againll  his  rebellious  fubjetls,  not  for  any  deep  poli- 
tical rcafoii,  but  only  becaufe  he  hated  the  word  League.  It  is  a 
fault  in  Davila,  as  well  as  Tacitus,  never  to  afcribe  great  events  to 
whim,  caprice,  private  paffions,  and  petty  caufes.  The  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  occafioned,  it  is  faid,  by  a  quarrel  betv.ixt  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  and  Queen  Anne  about  a  pair  of  gloves. 
The  expedition  to  the  ifland  of  Re  was  undertaken  to  gratify  a 
foolilh  and  romantic  palTiou  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The 
coquetry  of  the  daughter  of  Count  JuUen  introduced  the  Saracens 
into  Spain.  Warton. 

Ver.  129.  ^jJ:  <why  from  Britain'}  In  former  Editions,  the 
third  and  fourth  lines  were, 

The  mighty  C/ar  what  mov'd  to  wed  a  Punk  ? 
The  migiity  Czar  would  tell  you  he  was  drunk. 

VOL.  III.  n  But 
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Why  rifk  the  world's  great  empire  for  a  Punk  ? 
Caefar  perhaps  might  anfwer  he  was  drunk. 
But,  fage  hiftorians  !  'tis  your  talk  to  prove 
One  aftion  condu£l ;  one,  heroic  Love. 

*Tis  from  high  Life'  high  charaflers  are  drawn ; 
A  Saint  in  Crape  is  twice  a  Saint  in  Lawn  j  136 

A  Judge 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  135,  'Tisfrom  high  Lifcy  Ciff.j  The  Poet,  liaving  done 
with  the  Phthfophery  now  turns  to  the  Man  of  the  world i  whofc 
Jlrjl  millake  is  in  fuppofing  men's  true   CharaSers  may  be  kno'um  by 

their 

NOTES. 

But  it  was  altered  as  above  ;  and  altered  for  the  worfe.  It  is 
ftrange  that  Pope  ihould  not  have  known  that  drunkennefs  was 
not  one  of  Caefar's  vices.  Suetonius  fays,  "  Vint  parcijfimum 
ne  inimici  quidem  negaverunt."  Verbum  M.  Catonis  eft,  "  Unum 
ex  omnibus  Caefarem  ad  evertendam  rempublicam  fobrium  accef- 
fifle."  Vit.  D.  Julius  Csefar,  feftion  53.  Aaron  Hill,  in  his 
Letters,  faid,  he  had  in  his  pofTeffion  fome  authentic  documents 
that  would  redound  tc  the  honour  of  the  Czar,  for  making  this 
match  with  Catharine,  and  would  place  this  part  of  his  conduft, 
which  the  mahce  of  fome  great  courts  in  Europe  had  taken  pains 
to  mifreprefent,  in  another  and  very  honourable  point  of  view. 

WARTOIf. 

Ver.  130.  Cafar  himfdf  viigJjt  luhifper  he  ivas  beat.']  Caefar 
wrote  his  Commentaries,  in  imitation  of  the  Greek  Generals,  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  world  :  But  had  his  friend  afked  him,  in 
his  ear,  the  reafon  of  his  fuddcn  retreat  from  Britain,  after  fo 
many  pretended  viftories,  we  have  caufe  to  fufpeft,  even  from  his 
own  public  relation  of  that  matter,  that  he  would  have  ivhifpered 
he  was  beat.  Warburton. 

Ver.  131.  IVhy  ri/h  the  world's  great  empire  for  a 'Punk?']  After 
the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  Csefar  purfucd  his  enemy  to  Alexandria, 
where  he  became  infatuated  with  the  charms  of  Cleopatra,  and, 
inftead  of  pufhing  his  advantages,  and  difpcrfing  the  relics  of  the 
Pharfalian  quarrel,  brought  upon  himfelf  (after  narrowly  efcaping 
the  violence  of  an  enraged  populace)  asi  unnecefTary  war,  at  a 
-"  time  his  arms  were  moft  wanted  elfcwhere.  Warburton. 
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A  Judge  is  jufl:,  a  Chanc'lor  jufler  ftill ; 
A  Gownman,  learned ;  a  Bifliop,  what  you  will ; 
Wife,  if  a  Minifter  ;  but,  if  a  King, 
More  wife,  more  learn'd,  more  jufl,  more  ev*iy  thing. 
Court-Virtues  bear,  like  Gems,  the  highefl  rate,     141 
Born  where  Heav'ii's  influence  fcarce  can  penetrate : 

In 

COMMENTARY. 

their  Jlation.  This,  though  a  mere  mob-opinion,  is  the  opinion  in 
fafliion,  and  cheriflied  by  the  Mob  of  all  denominations :  there- 
fore, though  beneath  the  Poet's  reafoning,  he  thought  it  deferving 
of  his  ridicule  ;  and  the  ftrongeft  was  what  he  gives  (from  ver. 
1 34  to  141.),  a  naked  expofition  of  the  faft  ;  to  which  he  has 
fubjoined  (from  ver.  140  to  149.)  an  ironical  apology,  that,  as 
Virtue  is  cultivated  with  infinitely  more  labour  in  Courts  than  in 
Cottages,  it  is  but  juft  to  fet  an  infinitely  higher  value  on  it } 
which,  fays  he  (with  much  pleafantry)  is  mod  agreeable  to  all  the 
fafhionable  ways  of  eilimation.  For  why  do  the  connoiffeurs  pre- 
fer the  lively  colour  in  a  Gem  before  that  in  a  Flower,  but  for  its 
extreme  rarity  and  difficulty  of  production  ?  Warburton. 

NOTE  s. 

Ver.  135.  ^T'u  from  high  Life,']  Copied  from  Boileau,  v.  203. 
Sat.  8.  War  TON. 

Ver.  137.  ^  Judge  is juji,  a  Chanc' lor  jujier  Jl'ill  i 

A  Gownman,  learn' d ;  a  B't/hopy  what  you  nv'tll ;'\ 
Each  profeflion  is  here  equally  turned  into  ridicule  ;  but  not  with 
equal  juftice.  The  Lawyer  at  the  Bar  pleads  indifferently  for  right 
and  wrong.  On  the  Bench  he  is  the  mod  zealous  Patron  and 
Inveftigator  of  Truth.  The  Divine,  on  the  contrary,  while  in  a 
private  ftation,  confults  only  the  honour  of  his  Religion  ;  but 
when  advanced  to  a  public,  he  is  only  anxious  that  the  Mini/lry  be 
not  blamed.  Whence  comes  this  difference  ?  Not  from  their  own 
difpofitions,  but  from  that  of  the  times :  in  which,  Jujlice  is  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  necelTary  to  Civil  Society  ;  and  Religion,  of  no  fuch 
life.  Therefore  the  I^awyer,  when  advanced  into  the  Magiflracy, 
is  invariably  attached  to  the  Right  ;  and  the  Churchman  in 
Authority  mufl  give  no  offence.  Warburton. 

Q.2 
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In  life's  low  vale,  the  foil  the  Virtues  like. 
They  pleafe  as  beauties,  here  as  wonders  ftrike. 
The*  the  fame  fun  with  all-diftufive  rays  145 

Blufh  in  the  Rofe,  and  in  the  Di*mond  blaze. 
We  prize  the  ftronger  effort  of  his  pow*r. 
And  juftly  fet  the  Gem  above  the  Flow'r. 

'Tis  Education  forms  the  common  mind, 
Jufl  as  the  Twig  is  bent,  the  Tree's  inclined.        15c 
Boaflful  and  rough,  your  firft  fon  is  a  'Squire ; 
The  next  a  Tradefman,  meek,  and  much  a  liar  j 

Tom 

COMMENTARY. 

-  Ver.  149.  'Tis  Education  fonnSf  ^c.~\  The  fecond  miftake  of 
the  Man  of  the  luorld  is  more  ferious  ;  it  is,  that  charaP.ers  are  heji 
judged  of  by  the  general  manners.  This  the  Poet  confutes  in  a  Hvely 
enumeration  of  examples  (from  ver.  148  to  158.),  which  (hew, 
that  how  fimilar  or  different  foever  the  manners  be  by  nature,  yet 
they  are  all  ncw-modclled  by  Education  and  Proftfjton,;  where  each 
man  invariably  receives  that  exotic  form,  which  the  mor.ld  he  falls 
into  is  fitted  to  imprint.  Tlie  natural  charaBer,  theieiore,  can 
never  be  judged  of  by  thcicfSIitious  manners.  Wareurtos. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  141.  Court- Virtues  bear,  like  Gems,  Cffc]  This  v.-hole 
refiedion,  and  the  fimilitude  brought  to  fupport  it,  have  great 
delicacy  of  ridicule,  together  with  all  the  ciiarms  of  Wit  and 
Poetry.  Warburton. 

Ver.  1 3' I.  Boojlful  and  rough,']  How  much  knowledge  of  life, 
.of  manners,  and  characters,  is  contained  in  the  eleven  fucceeding 
lines!  We  are  not  to  afcribc  fo  much  to  the  powerful  influence 
of  education  alone,  as  does  Iltlvetius  in  his  fanciful  Treatifc  de 
L'Efprit,  who  imagines  and  afierts  that  all  men  are  born  v.-ith 
equal  talents,  and  that  it  is  education  alone  that  caufes  any  dif- 
ference or  f'jperiorlty  in  diiTerent  m.en.  It  is  the  common  mind 
that  is  formed  by  education  ;  which  has  not  the  fame  tfTeA  on 
minds,  on  which  nature  and  conilitution  have  imprinted  deep  and 
ftrong  marks  of  original  genius.  It  is  impoffible  not  to  lament 
that  Gray  did  not  finifla  the  dcfign  he  Iketched  out,  of  an  iifiay  on 

the 
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Tom  jflruts  a  Soldier,  open,  bold,  and  brave ; 
Will  fneaks  a  Scriv'ner,  an  exceeding  knave  :        1 54 
Is  he  a  Churchman  ?  then  he's  fond  of  pow'r :  ^ 

A  Quaker  ?  fly  :  a  Prefbyterian  r  four  :  J, 

A  fmart  Free-thinker  ?  all  things  in  an  hour.  j 

Afk  men*s  Opinions  :  Scoto  now  fliall  tell 
How  trade  increafes,  and  the  world  goes  well ; 
Strike  off  his  Penfion,  by  the  fetting  fun,  160 

And  Britain,  if  not  Europe,  is  undone. 

That  gay  Free-thinker,  a  fine  talker  once. 
What  turns  him  now  a  flupid  filent  dunce? 
Some  God,  or  Spirit  he  has  lately  found ; 
Or  chanc'd  to  meet  a  Minider  that  frown'd.  165 

Judge 

VARIATIONS. 

V^FR.  165.  Or  chanc'd  to  meet  Sir  Robert  when  he  frown'd. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  158.  /{fh  men's  Opinions :  Ifjc,']  The  third  miftake  is,  in 
jtidjring  of  men's  charafters  by  their  opinions,  and  turn  of  thinking. 
But  thefe,  the  Poet  (hews  by  two  examples  (from  vc-r.  157  to  i66.)» 
are  generally  f*i'ayed  by  intereji,  both  in  the  affairs  of  life  and 
fpcculation,  Warburton. 

N  OTES. 

the  Alliance  of  Education  and  Government,  which,  from  the  fpe- 
cimens  we  find  in  his  life  (page  193.),  would  doubtlcfs  have  been 
a  rraftcr-piece  of  didactic  poetrv.  Warton. 

Ver.  164,  165.   Some  God,  or  Spirit  he  has  lately  found  ; 

Or  chanc'd  to  meet  a  Minijler  that  fro'ujn'd.'] 
Difafters  the  mofl  unlooked-for,  as  they  wtre  what  the  Free- 
thinker's^/>rn//.;//(?nj-  zwA  praSice  were  pr-ncipahy  dircilled  to  avoid. 
— The  Poet  here  alludes  to  the  ancient  claflical  opinion,  that  the 
fuddcn  vifion  of  a  God  was  wont  to  llrike  the  irreverent  obferver 
fpct chiefs.  He  has  only  a  little  extended  the  conceit,  and  fiip- 
pofed,  that  the  terrors  of  a  Court-Ddty  miglit  have  the  like  .  ff  (51 
on  one  of  thefe  devoted  worihippcrs.    Scribl.         Warburton, 

0.3 
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Judge  we  by  Nature  ?     Habit  can  efface, 
Int'reft  o'ercome,  or  Policy  take  place : 
By  Adions  ?  thofe  Uncertainty  divides : 
By  Paffions  ?  thefe  Diflimulation  hides : 
Opinions  ?  they  flill  take  a  wider  range  :  170 

Find,  if  you  can,  in  what  you  cannot  change. 

Manners 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  166.  Judge  we  by  Nature?  ^c/]  The  Poet  having  gone 
through  the  miftakes  both  of  the  Philofopher  and  Man  of  the 
•world,  feparately,  turns  now  to  both  ;  and  (from  ver.  165  to  174-) 
jointly  addreffes  them  in  a  recapitulation  of  his  reafoning  againft 
each  :  He  (hews,  that  if  we  pretend  to  develope  the  charafter  by 
the  natural  difpofii'ion  in  general,  we  fhall  find  it  extremely  difGcult, 
becaufe  this  is  often  effaced  by  habit,  overfwayed  by  intereft,  and 
fufpended  by  policy. — If  by  aSliom,  their  contrariety  will  leave  us 
in  utter  doubt  and  uncertainty — If  by  paffions,  -wt  (hall  be  perpe- 
tually mifled  by  the  mafk  of  Diflimulation. — If  by  opinions,  all 
thefe  concur  together  to  perplex  .the  inquiry.  Shew  us  then-, 
fays  he,  in  the  whole  range  of  your  philo/ophy  and  experience,  the 
thing  we  can  be  certain  of :  For  (to  fum  up  all  in  a  word), 
**  Manners  with  Fortunes,  Humours  turn  with  Climes, 
Tenets  with  Books,  and  Principles  with  Times." 
We  muft  feek  therefore  fome  other  road  to  the  point  we  aim  at. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  166.  'Judge  lue  by  Nafure  ?~\  Warton  obferves,  that  we 
find,  in  the  compafs  of  eight  lines,  an  anatomy  of  human  nature  ; 
and  that  this  paflage  might  be  drawn  out  into  a  voluminous  com- 
mentary, and  be  worked  up  into  a  fyflem  concerning  the  ^Inoiv- 
ledge  of  the  <world,!  This  is  faying  certainly  a  vaft  deal  too  much  ; 
but  Warton  juftly  applies  to  Pope,  what  Cicero  fays  fo  finely  of 
Thucydides  :  "  Omnes  diccndi  artificio,  mea  fententia  facile  vicit, 
ut  verboi"um  prope  numerum,  fentcntiarum  numero  confequatur  ; 
ita  porro  verbis  aptus  et  preffus,  ut  nefcias  utrum  res  oratione,  an 
verba  fententiis  illuftrentur." 

Ver.  171.  in  ivhat you  cannot  change.']  "  Combien  diverfement 
jugeons  nous  de  chofes?"  fayshoneft  Montaigne.     "  Combien  de 

fois 
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Manners    with    Fortunes,    Humours    turn    with 
Climes, 
Tenets  with  Books,  and  Principles  with  Tinies. 

IIL 

Search  then  the  Ruling  Passion  :  There,  alone, 
The  Wild  are  conflant,  and  the  Cunning  known ; 

The 

COMMENTARY. 
III. 

Ver.  174.  Search  then  the  Ruling  Pajfion.,  l^c.~\  And  now  we 
enter  on  the  third  and  lall  part ;  which  treats  of  the  right  means  of 
furmounting  the  difficulties  in  coming  to  the  knowledge  and  cha- 
racers  of  men  :  This  the  Poet  fhcws,  is  by  invejligat'ing  /^^  Ruling 
Passion  ;  of  whofe  origin  and  nature  we  may  find  an  ex<i£t 
account  in  the  fecond  Epiftle  of  the  Eff/iy  on  Man.  This  Prin- 
dple,  he  rightly  obferves  (from  ver.  173  to  180.),  is  the  clue  which 
mult  guide  us  through  all  the  intricacies  in  the  ways  of  men  :  To 
convAice  us  of  this,  he  applies  it  (from  ver.  179  to  210.),  to  the 
mofl  wild  and  inconfiftent  Chara£ler  that  ever  was ;  which  (when 
drawn  out  at  length,  as  we  here  find  it,  in  a  fpirit  of  poetry  as 
rare  as  the  CharaAer  itfelf),  we  fee,  this  Princlpk  unravels,  and 
renders  throughout  of  one  plain  confident  thread.     Warburtom. 

NOTES. 

fois  changeons  nous  nos  fantafies  ?  Ce  que  je  ticn  aujourdhuy,  ce 
que  je  croy,  je  le  tien  et  le  croy,  de  toute  ma  creance ;  mais  nc 
m'ell-il  pas  advenu,  non  une  fois  mais  cent ;  mais  mille  ct  tous  les 
jouis,  d'avoir  embraffe  quelque  autre  chofe  f"  Montaigne  fur- 
niihed  many  hints  for  this  Epiitle.  Warton. 

Ver.  174.  the  Ruling  Passion  :]  Two  eminent  writers 
have  attacked  our  Author's  notion  of  a  Ruling  PaHion,  Mr.  Har- 
ris and  Dr.  Johnfon  :  The  former  fays,  "  One  talks  of  an 
univerfal  paflion  ;  as  if  all  pafiions  were  not  univerfal.  Another 
talks  of  a  Ruling  Paflion  ;  and  means,  without  knowing  it,  cer- 
tain ruling  opinions.  Thus,  when  fpecious  falfehood  affumes  the 
lyre,  we  are  charmed  with  the  mufic,  and  vvorihip  her  as  truth." 

CL4  "  0^ 
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The  Fool  confiftent,  and  the  Falfe  fincere  ;  176 

Priefts,  Princes,  Women,  no  Diflemblers  here. 

This 

NOTES. 

**  Of  any  paffion,"  fays  Johnfon,  "  thus  innate  and  irrefiftible, 
the  exiftence  may  reafonably  be  doubted.  Human  charafters  are 
by  no  means  conftant ;  men  change,  by  change  of  place,  of  fortune, 
of , acquaintance  ;  he  who  is  at  one  time  a  lover  of  pleafure,  is  at 
another  a  lover  of  money.  Thofe,  indeed,  who  attain  any  excel- 
lence, commonly  fpend  life  in  one  purfuit ;  for  excellence  is  not 
often  gained  upon  eafier  terms.  But  to  the  particular  fpecies  of 
excellence  men  are  directed,  not  by  an  afcendant  planet  or  predo- 
minating humour,  but  by  the  firft  book  which  they  read,  fome 
early  converfation  which  they  heard,  or  feme  accident  which 
excited  ardour  and  emulation. 

"  It  mud  be  at  leall  allowed,  that  this  ruling  paffion,  antece- 
dent to  reafon  and  obfcrvation,  mull  have  an  obje£t  independent  on 
human  contrivance ;  for  there  can  be  no  natural  defire  of  artificial 
good.  No  man,  therefore,  can  be  born,  in  the  ftrifteft  accepta- 
tion, a  lover  of  money  ;  for  he  may  be  born  where  money  does  not 
exift  :  nor  can  he  be  born,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  as  a  lover  of  his  coun- 
try ;  for  fociety,  politically  regulated,  is  a  ftate  contra-diftinguilhed 
from  a  ftate  of  nature  ;  and  any  attention  to  that  coalition  of 
interefts  which  makes  the  happinefs  of  a  country,  is  poffible  only 
to  thofe  whom  inquiiy  and  refleftion  have  enabled  to  compre- 
hend it. 

"  This  doftrine  is  in  itfelf  pernicious  as  well  as  falfe  :  its  ten- 
dency is  to  produce  the  belief  of  a  kind  of  moral  predeftination  or 
over-ruling  principle,  which  cannot  be  refifted  ;  he  that  admits  it 
is  prepared  to  comply  with  every  defire  that  caprice  or  opportunity 
fliall  excite,  and  to  flatter  himfelf  that  he  fubmits  only  to  the.  law- 
ful dominion  of  nature,  in  obeying  the  refilllefs  authority  of  his 
Ruling  Pafiion. 

"  Pope  has  formed  his  theory  with  fo  little  fivill,  that,  in  the 
examples  by  which  he  illuftrates  and  confirms  it,  he  has  confounded 
pafiions,  appetites,  and  habits." 

I  {hall  add,  that  the  exprefllon,  Ruling  Paffion,  was  firfi; 
ufed  by  Rofcommon.  See  how  much"  is  attributed  to  the 
cffefts  of  a  RuHng  Paffioa  ;  Eflay  on  Man,  Epiftle  ii.  v.  132. 

Warton. 


Ep.I.  moral  essays.  233 

This  clue  once  found,  unravels  all  the  reft, 

The  profped:  clears,  and  Wharton  ftands  confefl:. 

Wharton,  the  fcorn  and  wonder  of  our  days,         180 

Whofe  Ruling  Pafllon  was  the  Lull  of  Praife : 

Born  with  whatever  could  win  it  from  the  Wife, 

Women  and  Fools  mud  like  him,  or  he  dies ; 

Tho'  wondering  Senates  hung  on  all  he  fpoke. 

The  Club  muft  hail  him  mafter  of  the  joke.  185 

Shall  parts  fo  various  aim  at  nothing  new  ? 

He'll  (hine  a  Tully  and  a  Wilmot  too. 

Tiicn  turns  repentant,  and  his  God  adores 

With  the  fame  fpirit  that  he  drinks  and  whores ; 

Enough,  if  all  around  him  but  admire,  190 

And  now  the  Punk  applaud,  and  now  the  Eryer. 

Thus 

NOTE  S. 

Ver.  177.  Pt'tejis,  Princes,  JVomen,  no  Dlffcmblers  here.'] 
Infinuating  that  one  common  principle,  the purfu'it  of  poiver^  gives 
a  conformity  of  condufS:  to  the  moft  diftant  and  different  charac- 
ters. War  BURTON. 

Ver.  181.  the  Lufl  of  Prmfe :]  This  very  well  expreffes  the 
^roffmfs  of  his  appetite  for  it ;  where  the  ftrength  of  the  paffion  had 
dc^ilroycd  all  the  delicacy  of  the  fcnfation.  Warburton. 

Ver.  183.  Women  and  Fools,  ^c]  Surely  a  very  unmanly  and 
pettifh  mode  of  exprefling  his  fplcen.  The  Author  was  not 
unacquainted  with  the  talents  of  his  cotempoi-aries  Lady  Mon- 
tague and  Madame  Dacier,  which  at  lad  were  fufficient  to  t'xcite 
lii.s  refentnient  :  He  too  frequently  falls  into  the  error  of  his  friend 
vSu'ift,  though  his  objefl  is  Polite  Satire. 

Ver.  187.  John  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rocheftcr,  famous  for  his 
wit  and  extravagancies  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  189.    JVith  ihefame  fpirit]   Spirit  {or  principle,  not  pqfjion. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  190.  Enough,  if  all  around  him  but  admire,  ISjc.]  What 
an  able  P'rench  writer  obferves  of  Aldliades,  may  be  jullly  applied 


to 
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Thus  with  each  gift  of  nature  and  of  art. 
And  wanting  nothing  but  an  honeft  heart ; 
Grown  all  to  all,  from  no  one  Vice  exempt ; 
And  moft  contemptible  to  fhun  contempt  j  195 

His  Paffion  ftill,  to  covet  gen*ral  praife. 
His  Life,  to  forfeit  it  a  thoufand  ways ; 
A  conftant  Bounty  which  no  friend  has  made ; 
An  angel  Tongue,  wliich  no  man  can  perfuade ! 
A  Fool,  with  more  of  Wit  than  half  mankind,      200 
Too  ralh  for  Thought,  for  Aftion  too  refin'd  : 
A  Tyrant  to  the  Wife  his  heart  approves  ; 
A  Rebel  to  the  very  king  he  loves  ; 
He  dies,  fad  out-caft  of  each  church  and  ftate. 
And,  harder  ftill !  flagitious,  yet  not  great.  205 

Aik 

NOTES. 

to  this  nobleman.  "  Ce  n'etoit  pas  un  amoitteux,  mais  un  homme 
vain,  qui  vouloit  fair  du  bruit,  etoccuper  les  Atheniens.  II  avoit 
Vejpr'it  d'un  grand  homme  ;  mais  fon  ame,  dont  les  refforts  amolhs 
etoient  devenus  incap?bles  d'une  apphcation  conftante,  ne  pouvoit 
s' clever  au  grand,  que  par  boutade.  J'ai  bien  de  la  peine  a  croire, 
qu'un  homme  aflez  fouple,  pour  etre  a  Sparte  aufii  dur  et  auffi 
fevere,  qu'un  Spartiate ;  dans  I'lonie  aufli  recherche  dans  fes 
plaifirs,  qu'un  lonien,  &c.  fut  propre  a  faire  un  grand  homme." 

Warton. 
Ver.  200.  A  Fool,  iv'ith  more  o/^  WitJ   Folly,  joined  with  much 
iv'tty  produces  that  behaviour  which  we  call  ahjurd'ity ;  and  this 
abfurdity  the  Poet  has  here  admirably  defcribed  in  the  words, 

"  Too  rafh  for  Thought,  for  Adlion  too  refin'd  :" 
by  which  we  are  given  to  underfiand,  that  the  perfon  defcribed, 
indulged  his  fancy  when  he  fiiould  have  ufed  his  judgment ;  and 
purfued  his  fpeculations  when  he  fhould  have  trufted  to  his  expe- 
rience. War  BURTON. 

Ver.  205.  Andy  harder Jlill I  fiagitious,  yet  not  great."]  To  arrive 
at  what  the  world  calls  Greatness,  a  wicked  man  muil  either 

hide 
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Alk  you  why  Wharton  broke  thro*  ev*ry  rule  ? 
'Twas  all  for  fear  the  Knaves  fhould  call  him  Fool. 

Nature 

NOTES. 

hide  and  conceal  his  vices,  or  he  muft  openly  and  fteadily  praftife 
them  in  the  purfuit  and  attainment  of  one  important  end.  This 
unhappy  nobleman  did  neither.  Warburton. 

Ver.  206.  ^Ji  you  ivhy  IVharton]  *' This  celebrated  peer,"  fays 
I^ord  Orford,  "  like  Buckingham  and  Rochefter,  comforted  all 
the  grave  and  dull  by  throwing  away  the  brighteft  profufion  of 
parts  on  witty  fooleries,  debaucheries,  and  fcrapes,  which  may  mix 
graces  with  a  great  charadler,  but  never  can  compofe  one.  If 
JuHus  Cacfar  had  only  rioted  with  Catiline,  he  had  never  been  empe- 
ror of  the  world.  Indeed  the  Duke  of  Wharton  was  not  made  for 
conquell ;  he  was  not  equally  formed  for  a  Round-houfe  and  Phar- 
falia.  In  one  of  his  ballads  he  has  bantered  his  own  want  of 
heroifm  ;  it  was  in  a  fong  he  made  on  being  feized  by  the  guard  in 
St.  James's  Park,  for  finging  the  Jacobite  air,  *  The  King  ihail 
have  his  own  again  :' 

"  The  duke  he  drew  out  half  his  fword, 

The  guard  drew  out  the  reft." 

His  levities,  w^it,  and  want  of  principles,  his  eloquence  and  adven- 
tures, are  too  well  known  to  be  recapitulated.  With  attachment 
to  no  party^  though  with  talents  to  govern  any  party,  this  lively 
man  changed  the  free  air  of  Weftminfter  for  the  gloom  of  the 
Efcurial,  the  profpeft  of  King  George's  garter  for  the  Pretender's  j 
and,  with  indifference  to  all  religion,  the  frolic  lord,  who  had  writ 
the  ballad  on  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  died  in  the  habit  of 
a  capuchin. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  an  account  of  the  works  of  fo  mercurial  a 
man,  whofe  library  was  a  tavern,  and  women  of  pleafure  hismufcs. 
A  thoufand  fallies  of  his  imagination  may  have  been  loft :  he  no 
more  wrote  for  fame  than  he  afted  for  it.  There  are  two  volumes 
in  odtavo,  called  his  Life  and  Writings,  buc  containing  of  the 
latter  nothing  but  "  feventy-four  numbers  of  a  periodical  paper, 
■  called  the  True  Briton,"  and  his  celebrated  "  Speech  in  the  Houfc 
of  Lords  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  inflift  pains  and  penal- 
ties on  Francis  Lord  Bifliop  of  Rochefter,  May  15,  1723."  It  is 
■a  remarkable  anecdote  relating  to  this  fpeech,  that  his  Grace,  then 

7  in 
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Nature  well  known,  no  prodigies  remain. 
Comets  are  regular,  and  Wharton  plain. 

Yet,  in  this  fearch,  the  wifeft  may  miflake,  210 
If  fecond  qualities  for  firfl  they  take. 

When 

VARIATION  S. 

Ver.  208.  In  the  former  Editions, 

Nature  well  known,  no  Miracles  remain. 
Altered  as  above,  for  very  obvious  reafons, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  210.  Tet,  in  this  fearch-,  l^c.']  But  here  (from  ver.  205  to 
222.),  he  gives  one  very  necefiary  caution,  that,  in  developing  the 
Ruling  PaJJion,  we  muft  be  <iareful  not  to  miftake  difubjidiary  paffion 
for  the  principal ;  which,  without  great  attention,  we  may  be  very 
liable  to  do  ;  as  \.\\t  fuhjidiary^  afting  in  fupport  of  the  principal, 
has  frequently  all  its  vigour  and  much  of  its  perfcvtrance  :  This 
error  has  mifled  fevcral  both  of  the  ancient  and  modern  hiftorians  ; 
as  when  they  fuppofed  luji  and  luxury  to  be  characlmftics  of  Ca:far 
and  Lucullus  j  whereas,  in  truth,  the  Ruling  Pajfton  in  both  was 

ambition  ; 

NOTES. 

in  oppofition  to  the  Court,  went  to  Chelfea  the  day  before  the 
laft  debate  on  that  prelate's  affair,  where,  afting  contrition,  he 
profefTed  being  determined  to  work  out  his  pardon  at  Court,  by 
fpcaking  againft  the  biihop,  in  order  to  which  he  begged  fome 
hints.  The  minifter  was  deceived,  and  went  through  the  whole 
caufe  with  him,  pointing  out  where  the  llrength  of  the  argument 
lay,  and  where  its  wcaknefs.  The  duke  was  very  thankful, 
returned  to  town,  pafied  the  night  in  drinking,  and,  without 
going  to  bed,  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  he  fpoke  for 
the  bifhop,  recapitulating,  in  the  moft  maflerly  manner,  and  anfwer- 
ing  all  that  had  been  urged  againft  him.  His  fpeech  againll  the 
Minillry,  two  years  before,  on  the  affair  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, had  a  fatal  effect,  Earl  Stanhope  anfwering  it  with  fo  much 
warmth  that  he  broke  a  blood-veffet  and  died.  Wapx.ton". 

Ver.  207.  ^Ttvas  all  for  fear,  l^c.~\  To  undcrftand  this,  we 
muft  obferve,  that  the  hifl  of  general  praif  made  the  perfon,  whofe 

charadf-T 
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When  Catiline  by  rapine  fwell'd  his  ftore ; 
When  Casfar  made  a  noble  dame  a  whore ; 
In  this  the  Luft,  in  that  the  Avarice 
Were  means,  not  ends;  Ambition  was  the  vice.     215 

That 

COMMENTARY. 

ambhlon  ;  \vluch  is  fo  certain,  that  at  whatfoever  different  time  of 
tile  Republic  thele  men  had  lived,  their  amb'tilon,  as  the  Ruilng 
FaJJion,  had  been  the  fame ;  but  a  different  time  had  changed  their 
J'ubfiJiary  ones  of  lujl  and  luxury^  into  their  very  oppofitts  of  chajlity 
^nd.  frugality.  'Tis  in  vain,  therefore,  fays  our  Author,  for  the 
obftrver  of  human  nature  to  fix  his  attention  on  the  workman,  if 
he  all  the  while  miftakcs  (he  fcaffold  for  the  building. 

Warburtoh. 

NOTES. 

chara6ler  is  here  fo  admirably  drawn,  both  extravagant  and^a- 
g'ttlous  ;  his  madnefs  was  to  pleafe  the  Fools, 

"  IVomtn  and  Fools  mull  like  him,  or  he  dies." 
And  his  crimes,  to  avoid  the  cenfure  of  the  Knaves, 

"  'Tvvas  all  for  fear  the  Knaves  fliould  call  him  Fool.'* 
Prudence  and  Houejly  being  the  two  qualities,  in  which  fools  and 
knaves  are  moll  iaterelkd,  and  confec^uently  moft  induftrious,  to 
mifrepvefent.  Warburton. 

VER.213.  When  Cufar  niade']  This  was  Serviha,  the  filler  of 
Cato,  and  the  mother  of  Brutus.  "  How  great,"  fays  St.  Real, 
finely,  *'  muft  have  been  her  affiiftion  at  the  death  of  Csefar  her 
lover,  mailiicrtd  by  the  hand  of  htr  own  fon  !  who  perhaps 
hoped  to  efface  this  fufpicion  of  his  bailardy  by  this  very  adtion  ! 
Hiftorians  have  negledled  to  infv:>rm  us  of  the  fate  of  this  moft 
unhappy  miftrtfs  and  mother.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
inteiclling  than  the  liKlory  of  Servilia  after  this  event.  Next  to 
Cleopatra,  flie  was  the  moft  beloved  of  all  Cxfar's  miflreffes  ;  and 
Suetonius  fays,  Casfar  bought  for  her  a  finglc  jewel  at  the  price  of 
50,000).  Wart(>n. 

ViR.  214.  In  ih'is  tkf  LuJ},']  The  fame  paffion  excited  Richelieu 
to  throw  up  the  dyke  at  Rochelle,  and  to  difputc  the  prize  of 
poetry  with  Corneiile  ;  whom  to  trad'.ice  was  the  fureft  method  of 
gaining  the  affedion  of  this  ambitious  miniller  ;  nay,  who  formed 
a  dcfign  to  be  canonized  as  a  Saint.     A   perfect  contraft  to  the 

character 


«38  MORAL  ESSAYS.  Ep.I. 

That  very  Caefar  born  in  Sclpio's  days. 

Had  aim*d,  like  him,  by  Chaftity  at  praife. 

LucuUus,  "when  Frugality  could  charm. 

Had  roafted  turnips  in  the  Sabin  farm. 

In  vain  th*  obferver  eyes  the  builder's  toil,  220 

But  quite  miftakes  the  fcaffold  for  the  pile. 

In  this  one  Paflion  man  can  ftrength  enjoy. 
As  Fits  give  vigour,  juft  when  they  deftroy. 

Time, 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  222.  In  this  one  PaJJion,  Ss'c]  But  now  it  may  be  objefted 
to  our  philofophic  Poet,  that  he  has  indeed  fliewn  the  true  mean^ 
of  coniing  to  the  hionvledge  end  charaHers  of  men,  by  a  Principle 
certain  and  infaUible,  when  found  ;  yet  it  is,  by  his  own  account 
of  fo  difficult  inveftigation,  that  its  Counterfeit  (and  it  is  always 
attended  with  one)  may  be  eafily  miftaken  for  it.  To  remove 
this  difficulty,  therefore,  and  confeqaently  the  objeftion  that  arifes 
from  it,  the  Poet  has  given  (from  ver.  221  to  228.)  one  certain 
and  infallible  criterion  of  the  Ruling  Pajfion  :  which  is  this,  that 
all  the  other  paffions,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  change  and  wear 
away  ;  while  this  is  ever  conftant  and  vigorous,  and  ftill  going  on 
from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  to  the  very  moment  of  its  demoliftiing 
the  miferable  machine  which  it  has  now,  at  length,  over-worked. 
Of  this  great  truth,  the  Poet  (from  ver.  227  to  the  end)  gives 
various  inftances,  in  all  the  principal  Ruling  Paffions  of  our  nature, 
as  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  Man  of  bujinefs,  the  Man  ofpleafurcy 
the  Epicure,  the  Pnrfir.ionious.,  the  Tocifl,  the  Courtier,  the  Mifer,  and 
the  Patriot ;  which  lall  iiiftance,  the  Poet  has  had  the  art,  under 
the  appearance  of  Satire,  to  turn  into  the  nobleft  Compliment  on 
theperfon  to  whom  the  Epiftleis  addrefied.  Warburton* 

NOTES. 

characler  of  Cardinal  Fleury,  who  ftiewed  that  it  was  poffible  to 
govern  a  great  ftate  with  moderate  abilities  and  a  mild  temper. 
His  miniftry  is  impartially  reprefented  by  Voltaire  in  the  Age  of 
Louis  XIV.  Warton. 

Ver.  215.  Ambition  ivas  the  vice.^  Pride,  Vanity,  and  Ambition 
are  Inch  bordering  and  neighbouring  vices,  and  hold  fo  much  in 

common. 
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Time,  that  on  all  things  lays  his  lenient  hand, 
Yet  tames  not  this ;  it  flicks  to  our  laft  fand.         225 
Confiftent  in  our  follies  and  our  fins. 
Here  honeft  Nature  ends  as  fhe  begins. 

Old  Politicians  chew  on  wifdom  paft. 
And  totter  on  in  bus'nefs  to  the  laft  ; 

As 

NOTES. 

common,  that  we  generally  find  them  going  together ;  and,  there- 
fore, as  generally  miftake  them  for  one  another.  This  does  not  a 
little  contribute  to  our  confounding  characters ;  for  they  are,  in 
reality,  very  different  and  diitinft ;  fo  much  fo,  that  it  is  remark- 
able, the  tliree  greateft  men  in  Rome,  and  cotemporaries,  poffeffed 
each  of  thefe  pafllons  feparately,  with  very  httle  mixture  of  the 
other  two  :  The  men  I  mean  were  Caefar,  Cato,  and  Cicero :  for 
Csefar  had  ambition  without  either  vanity  or  pride ;  Cato  had  pridt; 
without  ambition  or  vanity  ;  and  Cicero  had  vanity  without  pride 
or  ambition.  The  aim  of  thefe  pafllons  too  are  very  different. 
Vanity  leads  men,  as  it  did  Cicero,  to  feek  homage  from  others : 
Pride,  as  it  did  Cato,  to  feek  homage  from  one's  fclf:  And 
Ambition,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Caefar,  to  difpenfe  with  it  from  all, 
for  the  fake  of  folid  intereft.  Warburton. 

Ver.  225.  itjlicks  to  our  lajl  fand,  Cifc]  "  M.  de  Lagny  mourut 
le  12  Avril  1734.  Dans  les  dernitrs  momens,  ou  il  ne  connoiffoit 
plus  aucun  de  ceux  qui  etoient  autour  de  fon  lit,  quelqu'un,  pour 
faire  une  experience  philofophiqae,  s'avifa  de  lui  demander  quel 
etoit  le  quarrc  de  douze  :  II  repondit  dans  I'inftant,  ct  apparement 
fans  favoir  qu'il  repondit,  cent  quarante  quatrc."  Foutenclle,  Eloge 
de  M.  dc  Lagny.  War  ton. 

Ver.  228.  Old  Politicians^  The  ftrength  and  continuance  of 
what  our  Author  calls  the  Ruling  Paflion,  concerning  which  fee 
ver.  174.  and  the  notes,  is  ftrongly  excniplifud  in  thefe  eight  cha- 
raclers ;  namely,  the  Politician,  the  Debauchee,  the  Glutton,  the 
Economift,  the  Coquet,  the  Courtier,  the  Mifcr,  and  the  Patriot. 
Of  thefe  charaAers,  the  mod  lively,  becaufc  the  moll  dramatfc,  are 
the  tiith  and  feventh.  There  is  true  humour  alfo  in  the  circumftarce 
of  the  frugal  Cioac,  v/ho  blows  out  one  of  the  confecrated  tapers 
in  order  to  prevent  its  wafting. — Shall  I  venture  to  infcrt  another 

example 
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As  weak,  as  earned  ;  and  as  gravely  out,  230 

As  fober  Lanefb'row  dancing  in  the  gout. 

Behold  a  rev'rend  fire,  whom  want  of  grace 
Has  made  the  father  of  a  namelefs  race, 
Shov'd  from  the  wall  perhaps,  or  rudely  prefs'd 
By  his  own  fon,  that  paiTes  by  unblefs'd  :  235 

Still 

NOTES. 

example  or  two  ? — An  old  ufurcr,  lying  in  his  laft  agonies,  was 
prefented  by  the  piieft  with  the  crucifix.  He  opened  his  eyes  a 
moment  before  he  expired,  attentively  gazed  on  it,  and  cried  out, 
*'  Thefe  jewels  are  counterfeit ;  I  cannot  lend  more  than  ten  pif- 
toles  upon'fo  wretched  a  pledge."  To  reform  the  language  of 
his  country  w^as  the  ruling  paffion  of  Malherbe.  The  prieft,  who 
attended  him  in  his  laft  moments,  adced  him  if  he  was  not  affcfted 
with  the  defcription  he  gave  him  of  the  joys  of  heaven  ?  "  By  no 
means,"  anfwered  the  incorrigible  bard  ;  *'  I  defire  to  hear  no  more 
of  them,  if  you  cannot  defcribe  them  in  a  purer  ftyle."  Both 
thefe  ftorica  would  have  (hone  under  the  hands  of  Pope. 

This  doftrine  of  our  Author  may  be  farther  illuftrated  by  the 
following  pafTage  of  Bacon  :  "  It  is  no  lefs  worthy  to  obferve  how 
-ittle  alteration,  in  good  fpirits,  the  approaches  of  death  make,  for 
they  appear  to  be  the  fame  men  till  the  laft  inftant.  Auguftus 
Caefar  died  in  a  compliment ;  Livia,  co-'ijugii  noftri  memor,  vive 
et  vale.  Tiberius,  in  diffimulation  ;  as  Tacitus  faith  of  him,  Jam 
Tiberium  vires  et  corpus,  non  diffiraulatio  deferebant.  Vefpaiian, 
in  a  jeft  ;  Ut  puto  Deus  fio.  Oalba,  with  a  fentence  ;  Feri,  fi  ex 
re  fit  populi  Romani ;  holding  fortli  his  neck.  Septimus  Severas, 
in  a  difpatch;  Adelle,  fi  quid  mihi  reilat  agendum." 

This  Epiftle  concludes  with  a  ftroke  of  art  worthy  admiration. 
The  Poet  fuddenly  ftops  the  vein  of  ridicule  with  which  he  was 
flowing,  and  addreffes  his  friend  in  a  moft  delicate  compliment, 
concealed  under  the  appearance  of  fat; re.  Warton. 

Ve^.  251.  Lanejb' rowl  An  ancient  Nobleman,  who  continued 
this  practice  long  after  his  legs  were  difabled  by  the  gout.  Upon 
the  death  oF  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  he  demanded  an  audience 
of  the  Qiieen,  to  advife  her  to  prcfcrve  her  health  aijd  difpcl  .her 
grief  by  Dancing.  Pope. 
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Still  to  his  wench  he  crawls  on  knocking  knees, 
And  envies  ev'ry  fparrow  that  he  fees. 

A  falmon*s  belly,  Helluo,  was  thy  fate  ; 
The  dodor  call'd,  declares  all  help  too  late :  ' 
"  Mercy !"  cries  Helluo,  "  mercy  on  my  foul !     240 

"  Is  there   no   hope  ? Alas ! then    bring   the 

"jowl.*' 

The  frugal  Crone,  whom  praying  priefts  attend. 
Still  tries  to  fave  the  hallow'd  taper's  end, 
Colleds  her  breath,  as  ebbing  life  retires, 
For  one  purF  more,  and  in  that  puff  expires.  245 

"  Odious !  in  woollen !  'twould  a  Saint  provoke," 
(Were  the  lad  words  that  poor  Narciffa  fpoke ;) 

"No, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  241.  then  bring  the joivL']   It  is  remarkable  that  a  fimilar 
ftory  may  be  found  in  the  eighth  book  of  Athenasus,  concerning 
the  poet  Philoxenus,  a  writer  of  dithyrainbics,  who  grew  fick  by 
eating  a  whole   polypus,  except  the   head  ;  and   who,  when  his 
phyfician  told  him  he  would  never  recover  from  his  fiirfeit,  called 
out,  "  Bring  me  then  the  head  of  the  polypus."     It  is  not  here 
inlinuated  that  Pope  was  a  reader  of  Athenseus  ;  but  he  evidently 
copied  this  ludicrous  inflance  of  gluttony  from  La  Fontaine  : 
"   Puis  qu'il  faut  que  jv:  mcure 
Sans  faire  tant  de  fagon, 
Qu'on  m'apporte  tout  a  I'heure 

Le  refte  de  mon  poiffon."  Wartov. 

Ver.  242.   The  frugal  Crone,  lffc.'\   A  faft  told  him  by  Lady 

Boliijgbroke,  of  an  old  Countefs  at  Paris.  VVarton. 

Ver.  245.    expires.~\     He    repeated     thtfe    four   lines    to   Mr. 

J.  Richardfon  many  years  before  they  were  here  infcrted. 

War  TON. 

Ver.  247.   thi- lajl  ivonis  that  poor  Nnrc'i/fa  fpole  ;'\   This  ftory, 

as  well  as  the  others,  is  founded  on  fact,  thou^^h  the  Author  had 

the  goodnefs  not  to  mention  the  names.      Several  attribute  this  in 

VOL.  HI.  R  particular 
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"  No,  let  a  charming  Chintz  and  Bruflels  lace 
*'  Wrap  my  cold  limbs,  and  fhade  my  lifelefs  face  : 
"  One   would   not,    fure,    be   frightful  when   one's 
"  dead —  250 

"  And — Betty — give  this  Cheek  a  little  Red.^* 

The  Courtier  fmooth,  who  forty  years  had  fliin'd 
An  humble  fervant  to  all  human  kind, 
Jufl;  brought  out  this,  when  fcarce  his  tongue  could 

flir, 
*'  If — where  I'm  going — I  could  ferve  you.  Sir?" 

*'  I  give  and  I  devife"  (old  Euclio  faid,  256 

And  figh'd)  "  my  lands  and  tenements  to  Ned." 
Your  money,  Sir  ?  "  My  money.  Sir  !  what  all  ? 
<*  Why, — if  I  muil — (then  wept)  I  give  it  Paul." 
The  Manor,  Sir  ?— "  The  Manor  !  hold,"  he  C17M, 
"  Not  that, — I  cannot  part  with  that" — and  dy'd. 

And  you,  brave  Cobham  !  to  the  lateft  breath,  262 
Shall  feel  your  Ruling  Paflion  flrong  in  death  : 

Such 

NOTES. 

particular  to  a  very  celebrated  Aftrefs,  who,  in  deteftation  of  the 
thought  of  being  buried  in  woollen,  gave  ^hefe  her  laft  orders  with 
her  dying  breath.  Pope. 

Ver.  251.  Beity — ]   The  Betty  here  mentioned  was  Mrs.  Saun-' 
ders,  Mrs.  Oldfield's  friend  and  confidante  ;  a  good  aftrefs  in  parts 
of  decayed  widows  and  old  maids.  Warton. 

Ver.  261.  and  dy^d.']  Sir  William  Bateman  ufed  thofe  very 
words  on  his  death-bed.  No  comic  nor  fatyric  writer  has  ever  car- 
ried their  defcriptions  of  avarice  or  gluttony  fo  far  as  what  has  hap- 
pened in  real  life.  Other  vices  have  been  exaggerated  ;  thefe  two 
never  have  been.  _  Warton. 

Ver.  262.  j4nd  you^  brave  Cobham  !]  Lord  Cobham  had 
perufed  this  Epiftle  in  manufcript,  as  appears  from  the  following 
Letter  (from  RufFhead)  : 

**  Though 
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Such  in  thofe  moments  as  in  all  the  pad ; 
**  Oh,   fave  my  Country,   Heav'n  !**  fliall   be  your 
laft.  265 

VOTES. 

"  Though  I  have  not  modefty  enough  to  be  pleafed  with  your 
extraordinary  compliment,  I  have  wit  enough  to  know  how  Httle  I 
deferve  it.  I  am  afraid  I  (hall  nol  pafs  for  an  ahfolute  Patriot ; 
however,  I  have  the  honour  of  having  received  a  public  teftimony 
of  your  efteem  and  friendfliip  ;  and  am  as  proud  of  it  as  I  could 
be  of  any  advantage  that  could  happen  to  me.  As  I  remember, 
when  I  faw  the  brouillion  of  this  Epilllc,  it  was  perplexed  ;  you 
have  now  made  it  the  contrary,  &c."_ . 

From  anotherLetter  it  appears  that  Pope  adopted  Lord  Cobham's 
hints : 

"  Stowe,  Nov,  8- 

** and  the  Glutton  is  a  veiy  good  epigram.     They 

arc  both  appetites  that  from  Nature  we  indulge,  as  well  for 
her  ends  as  our pUafure .  A  cardinal  in  his  way  of  pleafure,  would 
have  been  a  better  indance.  What  do  you  think  of  an  old  Lady 
drefllng  her  filver-locks  with  pink,  and  ordering  her  coffin  to  be 
lined  with  quilted  fattin  ;  or  Counfellor  Vernon,  &c."  I  mean, 
that  a  paJJioHy  or  habit,  that  has  not  a  natural  foundation,  falls  in 
with  your  fubject  better  than  any  of  our  natural  wants,  which  in 
fome  degree  we  cannot  avoid  purfuing  to  the  laft,  &c." 

RufFhead  juftly  obfervcs,  that  from  thefe  Letters  his  Lordfhip 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  fenfe  and  vivacity.  It  is  to  be 
wiihed  that  Pope,  who  faw  the  good  fenfe  of  his  Lordfhip's  opi- 
nion, had  gone  a  ftep  farther,  and,  inftead  of  *^ Jbortening"  the 
charadlcr  of  the  Old  Debauchee,  had  left  it  entirely  out. 


I  CANNOT  help  making  a  few  more  obfcrvations  on  this  Epiftlc. 
Johnfon  has  very  jiiiUy  remarked,  that  Pope  has  confounded 
Pajponsy  Habits,  and  y1pps:tites !  The  examples  are  humoureus, 
and  the  ftories  well  told  ;  but  it  is  rather  an  odd  circumftance, 
that,  although  the  profeffcd  fubjeft  of  this  Epiftlc  is  "  the 
CharaSers  of  Men^*  Pope  has  taken   two   of  the  examples   to 

R  2  illuilrate 
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illuftrate  his  theory  from  Women,  the  "  frugal  Crone,"  and 
**  poor  Narciffa ;"  and  yet  he  fays,  in  the  next  Epiftle  on 
Women, 

"  In  Men,  we  various  ruling  Passions  find; 

In  Women,  two  almbft  divide  the  kind  ; 

The  Love  of  Pleafure,  nnd  the  Love  of  Siuay  .'" 
Neither  of  thefe  Paflions  belonged  to  the  Women,  whofe  example 
he  has  introduced  to  illuftrate  the  Chara£ler  and  ruling  Papons  of 
Men. 

When  Warburton  firft  faw  this  Epiftle,  it  was  entirely  disjointed, 
and  without  "  conneftion,  order,  or  dependence."  It  was,  he  fays, 
fo  jumbled  together,  as  if  the  feveral parts  of  a  Poem  ivere  rolled  up 
together,  dratvn  at  random,  and fet  doivn  as  they  rofe.  The  regular 
difpofition  of  it  was  entirely  owing  to  Warburton.  This  is  not 
faying  much  in  favour  of  Pope's  being  fuch  a  mighty  "  Man  of 
method,"  as  he  would  willingly  perfuade  us  he  was.  In  my  opi- 
nion this  is  the  worft  of  Pope's  Epiftles :  it  is  founded  upon  an 
abfurd  and  unphilofophical  principle ;  and,  though  it  is  enlivened 
by  humourous  and  accurate  touches  of  charafter,  it  neither  exhibits 
much  extent  of  thought,  or  fuperior  happinefs  of  fancy.  Warton 
has  obferved  with  his  natural  warmth,  that  the  lines  166  to  174. 
difplay  a  *^  perfeS  anatomy  of  the  human  mindT'  but,  if  we  can  neither 
judge  of  Men's  CharaSers  by  Paflions  or  Actions,  the  Ruling 
Paffion  lies  under  the  fame  difficulty.  If  Aaions  can  denote  the 
Ruling  Pajfton,  and  no  other,  there  is  little  obfervation  required  : 
but  the  whole  theory  is  full  of  inconfiftency. 
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EPISTLE     IL 

TO  A  LADY* 


N' 


Of  the  Characters  of  WOMEN. 

OTHING  fo  true  as  what  you  once  let  fall, 
"  Moll  Women  have  no  Charaders  at  all." 
Matter  too  foft  a  lading  mark  to  bear, 
And  beft:  diftinguilh'd  by  black,  brown,  or  fair. 

How 

NOtES. 

Of  the  Charadlers  of  Women.]  There  is  nothing  in  Mr.  Pope's 
Works  more  highly  finifhed,  or  written  with  greater  fpirit,  than 
this  Epiftle  :  Yet  its  fuccefs  was  in  no  proportion  to  the  pains  he 
took  in  compofing  it,  or  the  effort  of  genius  difpiayed  in  adorning 
it.  Something  he  chanced  to  drop  in  a  ftiort  advertifement  pre- 
fixed to  it,  on  its  firll  pubhcation,  may  perhaps  account  for  the 
fmall  attention  the  Pubhc  gave  to  it.  He  faid,  that  no  one  Cha- 
raHer  in  it  vuas  clraivn  from  the  Life,  They  believed  him  on  his 
word  ;  and  exprefTcd  little  curiofity  about  a  fatirc  in  which  there 
was  nothing  perfonal.  Warburton. 

Ver.  I.  Nothing  fo  true']  Bolingbroke,  a  judge  of  the  fubjeft, 
thought  this  Epillle  the  mailer-piece  of  Pope.  But  the  bitternefs 
of  the  fatirc  is  not  always  concealed  in  a  laugh.  The  characters 
are  lively,  though  uncommon.  I  fcarcely  remember  one  of  them 
in  our  comic  writers  of  the  bell  order.  The  ridiculous  is  heightened 
by  many  llrokes  of  humour,  carried  even  to  the  borders  of  extra- 
vagance, S3  much  as  the  two  laft  lines  of  Boileau,  quoted  in  the 
next  page.  The  female  foibles  have  been  the  fubject  of  perhaps 
more  wit  in  every  language,  than  any  other  topic  that  can  be 
named.     The   fixth   fatirc  of  Juvenal,  though  dcteftable  for  its 

R  3  obfcenity. 
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How  many  pidures  of  one  Nymph  we  view,  5 

All  how  unlike  each  other,  all  how  true  ! 
Arcadia's  Countefs,  here,  in  ermin*d  pride. 
Is  there,  Paftora  by  a  fountain  fide. 

Here 


obfcenity,  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  witty  of  all  his  fixteen,  and 
is  curious  for  the  piAure  it  exhibits  of  the  private  lives  of  the 
Roman  ladies.  If  this  Epiftle  yields,  in  any  refpeft,  to  the  tenth 
fatire  of  Boileau  on  the  fame  fubjetV,  it  is  in  the  delicacy  and 
variety  of  the  tranfitions  by  which  the  French  writer  pafles  from 
one  charadler  to  another,  always  connefting  each  with  the  fore- 
going. It  was  a  common  faying  of  Boileau,  fpeaking  of  La 
Bruyere,  that  one  of  the  moft  difficult  parts  of  compofilion  was 
the  art  of  tranfition.  That  we  may  fee  how  happily  Pope  has 
caught  the  manner  of  Boileau,  let  us  furvey  one  of  his  portraits : 
it  {hall  be  that  of  his  learned  lady  : 

*'  Qui  s'offrira  d'abord  ?  c'eft  cette  Scavante, 
Qu'eftime  Roberval,  et  que  Sauveur  frequente. 
P'ou  vient  qu'elle  a  I'ceil  trouble,  et  le  tcint  ii  terni  ? 
Cell  que  fur  le  calcal,  dit-on,  dc  Cafl^ni, 
Un  Ailrolabe  en  main,  elie  a  dans  fa  goutiere 
II  fiiivre  Jupiter  pafie  le  nuit  entiere  : 
Gardons  de  la  troubler.     Sa  fcicnce,  fe  croy. 
Aura  par  s'occuper  ce  jour  plus  d'un  employ. 
D'un  nouveau  microfcope  ou  doit  en  fa  prefeucc 
Tantot  chez  Dalance  faire  I'experience  ; 
Puis  d'une  ftmme  morte  avec  fon  embryon, 
II  faut  chcz  Du  Vernay  voirla  difle^lion." 
None  of  Pope's  female  charafters  excel  the  Doris  of  Congreve 
in  delicate  touches  of  raillery  and  ridicule.  Warton. 

Ver.  5.  Hoiu  many  pi3ures~\  The  Poet's  purpofe  here  is  to  fhew, 
that  the  charafters  of  Women  are  generally  inconfiftent  with  them- 
felves  ;  and  this  he  illuftrates  by  fo  happy  a  fimilitudc,  that  we  fee 
the  folly  defcribed  in  it  arifcs  from  that  very  principle  which  gives 
birth  to  this  iuconfiftcncy  of  charadter.  Warburton. 

Ver.  7,  8.  10,  &c.  Arcadia's  Countefs, — Pajlora  by  a  fountain, — 
Leda  with  a  Swan, — Magdalen, — Cecilia — ]  Attitudes  in  which 
feveral  ladies  atfeded  to  be  drawn,  and  fometimea  one  lady  in  them 

all. 
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Here  Fannia,  leering  on  her  own  good  man, 
And  there,  a  naked  Leda  with  a  Swan.  10 

Let  then  the  Fair-one  beautifully  cry. 
In  Magdalen's  loofe  hair  and  lifted  eye, 
•   Or  dreft  in  fmiles  of  fweet  Cecilia  fhine, 
With  fimp*ring  Angels,  Palms,  and  Harps  divine ; 
Whether  the  Charmer  finner  it,  or  faint  it,  15 

If  Folly  grow  romantic,  I  muft  paint  it. 

Come  then,  the  colours  and  the  ground  prepare ! 
Dip  in  the  Rainbow,  trick  her  off  in  Air ; 
Chufe  a  firm  Cloud,  before  it  fall,  and  in  it  19 

Catch,  ere  fhe  change,  the  Cynthia  of  this  minute. 

Rufa, 

NOTES. 

nil. — ^The  Poet's  politencfs  and  complaifance  to  the  fex  is  obferv- 
able  in  this  inllance,  amongft  others,  that  whereas  in  the  Charac- 
ten  of  Men  he  has  fometimes  made  ufe  of  real  names,  in  the  Cha- 
raBers  of  Wotntn  always  fiftitious.  Pope. 

But  notwithftanding  all  the  Poet's  caution  and  complaifance, 
this  general  fatire,  or  rather  moral  analyils  of  human  nature,  as  'x%. 
appears  in  the  two  fexes,  will  be  always  received  very  differently 
l)y  them.  The  Men  bear  a  general  fatire  mod  heroically ;  the 
Women  with  the  utmoll  impatience.  This  is  not  from  any  ilronger 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  for  I  believe  the  fum  of  Virtue  in  the  female 
world  does  (from  many  accidental  caufes)  far  exceed  the  fum  of 
Virtue  in  the  male  ;  but  from  the  fear  that  fuch  reprcfentations 
may  hurt  the  ftx  in  the  opinion  of  the  men  :  whereas  the  m«n  are 
not  at  all  apprehenfive  that  their  foUies  or  vices  would  prejudice 
them  in  the  opinion  of  the  women.  "       Warburton. 

Ver.20.  Catch,  ere  Jh:  change^  the  Cynth'ia  of  this  minute.'] 
Alluding  in  the  expreffion  to  the  precept  of  Frefnoy, 

"  formx  veneres  captando  fugaces." 

Warburton 
"  Like  a  dove's  neck  (he  fliifts  her  tranfient  charms." 
•  Young,  Sat.  5. 

Warto*  . 
R  4 
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Rufa,  whofe  eye  quick-glancing  o'er  the  Park, 
Attrads  each  light  gay  meteor  of  a  Spark, 
Agrees  as  ill  with  Rufa  ftudying  Locke, 
As  Sappho's  di'monds  with  her  .dirty  fmock ; 

Or 

NOTES. 

Ver.  21.  Inftances  of  contrarieties,  given  even  from  fuch  cha- 
radlers  as  are  moft  ftrongly  marked,  and  feemingly  therefore  mod 
confident:  As,  I.  In  \kit  AJfMed,  Ver.  21,  &c.  Pcpe. 

■Ver.  21.  Riifui  nvhnfe  eye\  This  charafter  of  Rtifa,  and  the 
fiicceeding  ones  of  Silia,  Papillia,  NarcifTa,  and  Flavia,  are  pre- 
cifely  and  entirely  in  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the  portraits  Young 
,hjis  given  us  in  his  Fifth  Satire  on  Women.  The  piflures  of 
Young  are  fketched  with  a  hghter  and  more  fportive  pencil  ; 
thofe  of  our  Author  with  a  firmer  hand  and  a  chafter  manner. 
Pope  put  forth  all  his  llrength  to  excel  his  witty  rival  in  this  the 
beft  part  of  the  Univerfal  Paffion ;  and  he  has  fucceeded  accord- 
ingly. Both  Pope  and  Boileau  (fee  his  tenth  fatire)  have  been 
cenfured  for  their  feverity  on  the  fair  fex.  They  have  been 
reckoned  as  bad  as  Euripides  ;  but  furely  they  are  nothing  like 
an  old  comic  pott,  Eubulus,  in  a  fragment  prefervcd  in  that 
moft  entertaining  book,  the  Excerpta  ex  Trag.  et  Comced. 
of  GrotiuSj  4to,  p.  659.  who,  after  mentioning  Mednsa,  Cly- 
temneftra,  and  Phscdra,  fuddenly  Itops,  and  wickedly  pretends 
that  his  memory  fails  him  in  enabling  him  to  mention  any  one 
good  charadler  among  women.  The  ladies  of  France  revenged 
themftlve?  on  Boileau,  by  faying  he  was  made  incapable  of  love 
and  marriage  by  an  accident  that  befel  him  in  his  early  youth. 

Warton. 
Ver.  23.  /levees  as  ilf]   This  thought  is  exprefl'ed  with  great 
hum(»ur  in  the  following  llanza,  faid  to  mean  Q.  Caroline: 
"  Tho'  Artemifia  talks,  by  fits. 
Of  councils,  dailies,  fathers,  wits  ; 

Reads  Malbr?.nche,  Boyle,  and  Locke  : 
Yet  in  feme  things,  methinks,  fhe  fails, 
'Twere  well,  if  fhe  would  pare  her  nails, 

And  wear  a  cleaner  fmock."  WARBURTO>f. 

Ver.  24.   j^s  Sapp/jo's  iii'monch,  Cffr.]].  It  appears  very  clear  that 

by  Sappho,  throughout,  Lady  Montagu  muii:  have  been  meant. 

Mr.  Dallawc.y's  argum.ents  on  this  fubjed^  have  great  weight,  and 

I  con- 
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Or  Sappho  at  her  toilet's  greafy  tafk,  25 

With  Sappho  fragrant  at  an  ev'ning  Mdk : 
So  morning  Infefts  that  in  muck  begun, 
Shine,  buzz,  and  fly-blow  in  the  fetting  fun. 

How  foft  is  Silia  !  fearful  to  oftend  ; 
The  frail  one's  advocate,  the  weak  one's  friend.      30 
To  her,  Califta  prov'd  her  conduft  nice  ; 
And  good  Simplicius  afks  of  her  advice. 
Sudden,  (he  florms !  llie  raves  !  You  tip  the  wink, 
But  fpare  your  cenfure  ;  Silia  does  not  drink. 
All  eyes  may  fee  from  what  the  change  arofe,  t^^ 

All  eyes  may  fee a  Pimple  on  her  nofe. 

PapilHa,  wedded  to  her  am'rous  fpark. 
Sighs  for  the  fliades ! — "  How  charming  is  a  Park  !'* 
A  Park  is  purchas'd,  but  the  Fair  he  fees  39 

All  bath'd  in  tears — "  Oh  odious,  odious  Trees  I" 

Ladies,  like  variegated  Tulips,  fliow  ; 
*Tis  to  their  Changes  half  their  charms  we  owe  ; 
Fine  by  defed,  and  delicately  weak. 
Their  happy  Spots  the  nice  admirer  take. 
*Twas  thus  Calypfo  once  each  heart  alarm'd,-  45 

Aw'd  without  Virtue,  without  Beauty  charm'd  j 

Her 

KOTES. 

T  corifickr  tliem  as  decifive,  whatever  doubts  there  mi;(ht  have 
bt.c'11  before  about  the  real  perfon  alluded  to.  See  Note  upou 
Pope's  letter  to  Lord  Hervev,  in  this  volume. 

Tlie  Author  attributes  his  ufe  of  fitftitious  names  to  motives  of 
dc-licacy  and  politenefs  to  the  fcx  ;  yet  fuch  terms  occur,  as  would 
not,  in  the  prcfent  times,  be  tolerated  among  men  even  of  decent 
education. 

Ver.  29  and  37.   II.  Contrarieties  in  the  Soft-natured.        Popt. 

VER.45.    III.  Contruriclics  in  the  C«««/;r|-and  y^r//?//.       Poi'.'^. 
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Her  Tongue  bevvitch'd  as  oddly  as  her  Eyes  ; 
Lefs  Wit  than  Mimic,  more  a  Wit  than  wife. 
Strange  graces  ftill,  and  ftranger  flights  fhe  had. 
Was  jufl  not  ugly,  and  was  jufi:  not  mad  ;  50 

Yet  ne'er  fo  fure  our  paffion  to  create. 
As  when  fhe  touch*d  the  brink  of  all  we  hate. 

NarciiTa's  nature,  tolerably  mild. 
To  make  a  wafh,  would  hardly  flew  a  child  ; 
Has  ev'n  been  prov'd  to  grant  a  Lover's  pray*r,       ^^ 
And  paid  a  Tradefman  once  to  make  him  flare ; 
Gave  alms  at  Eafler,  in  a  Chriilian  trim. 
And  made  a  Widow  happy,  for  a  whim. 

Why 

KOTES. 

Ver.  52.  yfj-  when  y/je  touched  the  brinh  of  all  tve  hateJ^  Her 
cliarms  confifted  in  the  fingular  turn  of  her  v  vacity  ;  confequently 
the  ilronger  fhe  exerted  this  vivacity,  the  more  forcible  was  her 
attraAion.  But  when  her  vivacity  arofe  to  that  height  in  which  ^ 
it  was  mod  attractive,  it  was  upon  the  brink  of  Excefs  ;  the  point 
where  the  dehcacy  of  fenfuahty  difappears,  and  all  the  coarfenefs 
of  it  ilands  expofed.  Warburtok. 

Ver.  53.   IV.  In  the  Wh'imfical.  Pofe. 

Ver.  54.  'vjould  hardly  Jlew  a  child;']  This  hyperbolical  ridi« 
enle  is  carried  to  a  great  height,  but  in  an  image  too  difgufting. 
Juvenal,  in  his  fixth  fatire,  fpeaking  of  a  great  female  talker,  ufes 
a  pleafant  liyperbole  : 

*'  Una  laboranti  poterit  fuccurrere  lunae."        Warton. 

VHR.57.  in  a  Chrijiian  trim,']  This  is  finely  exprefTed  ;  imply- 
ing that  her  very  cliarity  was  as  much  an  exterior  of  Religion,  as 
the  ceremonies  of  the  feafon.  It  was  not  even  in  a  Chriflian 
humour,  it  was  only  in  a  Chrijl'um  trim :  not  fo  much  as  habit,  only 
fcijhion,  Warburton. 

Ver.  58.  And  made  a  Wido<u>  happy,]  There  are  fomc  female 
charafters  flcetched  with  exquiGte  delicacy  and  deep  knowledge  of 
nature,  in  a  book  where  one  would  not  expeft  to  find  them, 
Law's  Chriflian  Perfcftion.  Warton. 
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Why  then  declare  Good-nature  is  her  fcorn. 

When  'tis  by  that  alone  (he  can  be  born  ?  60 

Why  pique  all  mortals,  yet  affeft  a  name  ? 

A  fool  to  Pleafure,  yet  a  flave  to  Fame : 

Now  deep  in  Taylor  and  the  Book  of  Martyrs, 

Now  drinking  Citron  with  his  Grace  and  Chartres  : 

Now  Confcience  chills  her,  and  now  PafTion  bums  : 

And  Atheifm  and  Religion  take  their  turns ;  66 

A  very  Heathen  in  the  carnal  part. 

Yet  ftill  a  fad,  good  Chrillian  at  her  heart. 

See  Sin  in  State,  majeflically  drunk  ; 
Proud  as  a  Peerefs,  prouder  as  a  Punk  5  70 

Chafle 

n  OTE  s. 

Ver.  6^.  Now  Confcience  chills  her,"}  Madame  de  Montefpan, 
during  her  criminal  intcrcourfe  with  Louis  XIV.  kept  her  Lents 
fo  ftriftly,  that  (he  ufed  to  have  her  bread  weighed  out  to  her. 

Warton. 

Ver.  68.  Td Jlill a  fad,'\  I  have  been  informed  on  good  autho- 
rity, that  this  character  was  defigned  for  the  then  Duchefa  of 
Hamilton.  Warton. 

Ver.  69.  V.  In  the  Z^W and  Viciom.  Pope. 

Ver.  70.  Proud  as  a  Peerefs,"]  Defigned  for  the  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough,  who  fo  much  admired  Congreve  ;  and  after  his 
death  caufed  a  figure  in  wax-wo.k  to  be  made  of  him,  and  placed 
frequently  at  her  table.  This  conneilion  is  particularly  hinted  at 
in  ver.  76. 

She  fins  with  Poets 

Our  Author's  declaration,  therefore,  that  no  particular  charaAer 
was  aimed  it,  is  not  true.  Warton. 

For  the  uiant  0/" delicacy,  the  coarfenefs,  and  the  vulgarity  of  thefe 
lines,  no  wit  can  atone.  Even  Ruffbead  here  fcems  alarmed  at 
the  want  of  politencfs  of  his  favourite  Bard,  though  he  exprcfies 
himfelf  in  terms  more  oiTcnfive  upon  the  fubjei^,  than  the 
Poet ! 
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Chafle  to  her  Hufband,  frank  to  all  befide, 

A  teeming  Millrefs,  biu  a  barren  Bride. 

What  then  ?  let  Blood  and  Body  bear  the  fault. 

Her  Head*s  untouch'd,  that  noble  feat  of  Thought : 

Such  this  day*s  dodinne: — in  another  fit  75 

She  fins  with  Poets  through  pure  Love  of  Wit. 

What  has  not  fir'd  her  bofom  or  her  brain  ? 

Csefar  and  Tall-boy,  Charles  and  Charlemagne. 

As  Helluo,  late  Dictator  of  the  Feaft, 

The  Nofe  of  Hautgout  and  the  Tip  of  Tafte,  80 

Critiqu'd  your  wine,  and  analyz'd  your  meat. 

Yet  on  plain  Pudding  deign'd  at  home  to  eat : 

So  Philomede,  led'ring  all  mankind. 

On  the  foft  Paffion,  and  the  Tafte  refin'd, 

Th*  Addrefs,  the  Delicacy — floops  at  once,  85 

And  makes  her  hearty  meal  upon  a  Dunce. 

Flavia's  a  Wit,  has  too  much  fenfe  to  pray  ; 
To  toaft  our  wants  and  widies,  is  her  way  ; 
Nor  afks  of  God,  but  of  her  Stars,  to  give 
The  mighty  bleffing,  "  While  we  live,  to  live.'*      90 
Then  all  for  Death,  that  Opiate  of  the  foul ! 
Lucretia's  dagger,  Rofamonda's  bowl. 
Say,  V,  hat  can  caufe  fuch  impotence  of  mind  ? 
A  Spark  too  fickle,  or  a  Spoufe  too  kind. 

Wife 

,  VARIATIONS. 

VER.77.    What  has  not  fir  cl,   o<:.]    In  the  MS. 
In  whofe  mad  brain  tlie  mixt  ideas  roll 
Of  Tail-boy *£i  breeches,  and  of  Csefar's  foul. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  87.  VI.  Contrarieties  i:^  the  JVitly  and  Refined.  Pope. 


Ep.ii.  moral  essays.  2:is 

Wife  Wretch  !  with  pleafures  too  refin'd  to  pleafe ; 

With  t(3o  much  Spirit  to  be  e'er  at  eafe  :  96 

With  too  much  Quicknefs  ever  to  be  taught ; 

With  too  much  Thinking  to  have  common  Thought : 

You  purchafe  Pain  with  all  that  Joy  can  give, 

And  die  of  nothing  but  a  Rage  to  live.  100 

Turn  then  from  Wits ;  and  look  on  Simo's  Mate, 
No  Afs  fo  meek,  no  Afs  fo  obiliirate. 
Or  her,  that  owns  her  Faults,  but  never  mends, 
Becaufe  (lie's  honeft,  and  the  befl  of  Friends. 
Or  her,  whofe  hfe  the  Church  and  Scandal  fhare. 
For  ever  in  a  PaiTion,  or  a  Pray'r.  106 

Or  her,  who  laughs  at  Hell,  but  (like  her  Grace) 
Cries,  "  Ah  !  how  charming  if  there's  no  fuch  place  I" 
Or  who  in  fweet  viciflitude  appears, 
Of  Mirth  and  Opium,  Ratafie  and  Tears,  no 

The  daily  Anodine,  and  nightly  Draught, 
To  kill  thofe  foes  to  fair  ones.  Time  and  Thought. 
Woman  and  Fool  are  two  hard  things  to  hit ; 
For  true  No-meaning  puzzles  more  than  Wit. 

But 

NOTES. 
Ver.  IC7.   Or  her,  ivho  laughs  at  Hell,'] 
*•  Shall  pleafures  of  a  fliort  duration  chain 
A  Lady'b  foul  in  evcrlailing  pain  ? 
Will  the  Great  Author  us  poor  worms  deftroy 
For  now  and  then  a  fip  of  tranficnt  joy  ? 
No  ;   He's  for  ever  in  a  fmiling  mood  ; 
He's  like  themfclvcs  ;  or  how  could  iie  be  good  ? 
From  Young,  Sat.  5.     The  perfon  Pope  intended  to  ridicule  was 
the  Duchefs  of  Montague.  Warton. 

Ver.  113.    IVoman  and  Fool,   If^c]     Here    the    Poet's    honcil 
pancgyrifcr  is  again  alarmed  at  his  want  of  politentfs  for  the  Ladies. 

"  The 
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But  what  are  thefe  to  great  Atoffa*s  mind  ?         115 
Scarce  once  herfelf,  by  turns  all  Womankind ! 
Who,  with  herfelf,  or  others,  from  her  birth 
Finds  all  her  life  one  warfare  upon  earth : 
Shines  in  expofmg  Knaves,  and  painting  Fools, 
Yet  is,  whate'er  fhe  hates  and  ridicules.  1 20 

No 

NOTES. 

"  The  Author  at  this  time,"  he  obferves,  "  feems  to  have  been  fo 
much  out  of  temper  with  the  fair  fex,  that  he  cannot  long  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  decorum."     Ruffhead. 

Ver.  1 15.  great  ^toffa's  mind  P"]  AtofTa  is  a  name  mentioned  in 
Hei-odotus,  and  faid  to  be  a  follower  of  Sappho.  She  was  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  and  filler  of  Cambyfes,  and  married  Darius.  She  is 
alfo  named  in  the  Perfse  of  jEfchylus.  She  is  faid  to  be  the  firft 
that  wrote  Epiftles.  See  Bentlcy  on  Phalaris,  p.  385.  and  Dod- 
well  againlt  Bentley.  War  ton. 

Ver.  120.  Tet  is,  nvhate' er Jhe  hates']  Thefe  fpirited  lines,  that 
paint  a  fingular  charafter,  are  defigned  for  the  famous  Duchcfs  of 
Marlborough,  whom  Swift  had  alfo  feverely  fatirized  in  the  Exa- 
miner. Her  beauty,  her  abilities,  her  political  intrigues,  are  fuf- 
ficiently  known.  The  violence  of  her  temper  frequently  broke  out 
into  wonderful  and  ridiculous  indecencies.  In  the  laft  illnefs  of 
the  great  Duke  her  hu(band,  when  Dr.  Mead  left  his  chamber, 
the  Duchefs,  difliking  his  advice,  followed  him  down  (lairs,  fwore 
at  him  bitterly,  and  was  going  to  tear  off  his  periwig.  Her  friend 
Dr.  Hoadley,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  was  prcfent  at  this  fcene. 
Thefe  lines  were  flitw^n  to  her  Grace  as  it  they  were  intended  for 
the  portrait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Buckinghairt  ;  but  (he  foon  flopped 
the  perfon  who  was  reading  them  to  her,  as  the  Duchefs  of  Port- 
land informed  me,  and  called  out  aloud,  "  1  cannot  be  fo  impofed 
upon  :  I  fee  plainly  enough  for  whom  they  arc  defigned  :"  and 
Sbufed  Pope  moil  plentifully  on  the  fubjeft,  though  fhe  was  after- 
wards reconciled  to  him,  and  courted  him,  and  gave  him  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  fupprefa  this  portrait,  which  he  accepted,  it  is  faid, 
by  the  perfuafion  of  Mrs.  M.  Blount  ;  and,  after  the  Duchefs's 
death,  it  was  printed  in  a  folio  fheet,  1746,  and  afterwards  here 
inferted  with  thofe  of  Philomede  and  Cloe.     This  is  the  greateft 

7  blemifh 
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No  Thought  advances,  but  her  Eddy  Brain 

WhiflvS  it  about,  and  down  it  goes  again. 

Full  fixty  years  the  World  has  been  her  Trade, 

The  wifeft  Fool  much  Time  has  ever  made. 

From  lovelefs  Youth  to  unrefpeded  Age,  125 

No  Paflion  gratify 'd,  except  her  Rage. 

So  much  the  Fury  ftill  out-ran  the  Wit, 

The  Pleafure  mifs'd  her,  and  the  Scandal  hit. 

Who  breaks  with  her,  provokes  Revenge  from  Heili 

But  he's  a  bolder  man  who  dares  be  well.  i  jo 

Her  ev*ry  turn  with  Violence  purfuM, 

No  more  a  ftorm  her  Hate  than  Gratitude : 

To 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  122.  in  the  MS. 

Opprefs'd  with  wealth  and  wit,  abundance  fad  ! 
One  makes  licr  poor,  the  other  makes  her  mad. 

NOTES. 

•blemifli  *  in  our  Poet's  moral  charaftcr.  Thefe  three  portraits  are 
all  animated  with  tlie  moft  poignant  wit.  That  of  Cloe  is  particu- 
larly juft  and  happy,  who  is  rcprefented  as  content  merely  and  only 
to  dwell  in  decencies,  andfatistied  to  avoid  giving  offence  ;  and  is 
one  of  thofe  many  iiifignificant  and  ufclefs  being?, 

"  Who  want,  as  thro'  blank  life  they  dream  aloi.g, 
Senfc  to  be  right,  and  pafiion  to  be  wrong." 
As  fays  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Univcrfal  Pafiion  ;  a  work  that 
abounds  in  wit,  obfcrvation  on  life,  pltafantry,  delicacy,  urba- 
nity, and  the  moft  well-bred  raillery,  witiiout  a  fingle  mark  of 
fplten  and  ill-nature.  Thefe  were  the  firll  characterillical  fatircs 
in  our  language,  and  are  written  with  an  eafe  and  familiarity  of 
llyle  very  different  from  this  author's  other  works.  The  four  Hrft 
were  publiflied  in  folio,  in  the  year  1725  ;  and  the  lifth  and  fixth, 
1727.  Warton. 


*  A  l)lLmHh!--c;iJI  it  laihci,    it    it  Ki- f.iif^,    the  moU  ilwme'ul  derclrfiioii  ef 
•  very  thii)^  th.it  was  nunly  and  lixnuuraMc. 
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To  that  each  Paflioii  turns,  or  foon  or  late  ; 
Love,  if  it  makes  her  yield,  mu  ft  make  her  hate  : 
Superiors  ?  death  !  and  Equals  ?  what  a  curfe  !       135 
But  an  Inferior  not  dependant  ?  worfe. 
OiFend  her,  and  fhe  knows  not  to  forgive  ; 
Oblige  her,  and  flie'll  hate  you  while  you  live  : 
But  die,  and  {he'll  adore  you — Then  the  Bud 
And  Temple  rife — then  fall  again  to  dufl.  140 

Laft 


Ver.  139.  But  die,  and  fie' II  adore  you — J  **  It  is  feldom,"  fays 
Mr.  Walpole,  "  the  public  receives  information  on  princes  and 
favourites  from  the  fountain-head.  Flattery  or  inveftive  is  apt  to 
pervert  the  relation  of  others.  It  is  from  their  pens  alone,  when- 
ever they  are  fo  gracious,  like  the  lady  in  queltion,  as  to  have  a 
paffion  for  fame  and  approbation,  that  we  learn  exadtly  how  tri- 
fling, and  foolifh,  and  ridiculous  their  views  and  aftions  v/erc,  and 
how  often  the  mifchief  they  did  proceeded  from  the  moft  inade- 
quate caufes.  We  happen  to  know  indeed,  tliough  he  was  no 
author,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  repulfts,  in  very  imper- 
tinent amours,  involved  King  James  and  King  Charles  in  national 
quarrels  with  Spain  and  France.  From  her  Grace  of  Marlborough 
we  may  coUedt,  that  Queen  Anne  was  driven  to  change  her  mi- 
niftr)',  and,  in  confequence,  the  fate  of  Europe,  becaufe  (he  dared 
to  affedl  one  bed  chamber  woman  as  flie  had  done  another.  The 
Duchefs  could  not  comprehend  how  the  cor.iins,  Sarah  Jennings 
and  Abigail  Hill,  could  ever  enter  into  competition,  thongh  the 
one  did  but  kneel  to  gather  up  the  clue  of  favour  which  the  other 
had  haughtily  tofled  away,  and  which  fhe  could  not  recover  by 
putting  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man  into  the  Queen's  hands  to  teach 
her  friendihip.  This  favourite  Duchefs,  who,  like  the  proud 
Duke  of  Efpernon,  lived  to  brave  the  fucctffors  in  a  court  where 
fhe  had  domineered,  wound  up  her  capricious  life,  where  it  feems 
fhe  had  begun  it,  with  an  apology  for  her  condutl.  The  piece, 
though  weakened  by  the  prudence  of  thofc  who  were  to  corredl  it, 
though  maimed  by  her  Grace's  own  corrections,  and  though  great 
part  of  it  is  rather  the  annals  of  a  wardrobe  than  of  a  reign,  yet 

has 
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Lafi:  night,  her  Lord  was  all  that*s  good  and  great  ^ 
A  Knave  this  morning,  and  his  Will  a  Cheat. 
Strange !  by  the  Means  defeated  of  the  Ends, 
By  Spirit  robb'd  of  Pow'r,  by  Warmth  of  Fiiends, 
By  Wealth  of  Folio w'rs !  without  one  diftrefs        145 
Sick  of  herfelf  through  very  felfifhnefs  ! 
Atofla,  curs'd  with  ev'ry  granted  prayV, 
Childlefs  with  all  her  Children,  wants  an  Heir. 

Tq 

T  A  R  I  A  T  I  O  N  S. 

After  Ver.  148.  in  the  MS. 

This  Death  decides,  nor  lets  the  blefling  fall 
On  any  one  (he  hates,  but  on  them  all. 
Curs'd  chance !  this  only  could  afflidt  her  more. 
If  any  part  fliould  wander  to  the  poor. 

NOTES. 

has  dill  carioui?  anecdotes,  and  a  few  of  thofe  failles  of  wit  which 
fourfcore  years  of  arrogance  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  fo  fantaf- 
tic  an  underftanding  :  And  yet,  by  altering  her  memoirs  as  oftea 
as  her  will,  (lie  difappointed  the  public  as  much  as  her  own  family. 
However,  the  chief  obje£ls  remain  ;  and  one  fees  exaftly  how 
Europe  and  the  back-ftairs  took,  their  places  in  her  imagination  and 
in  her  narrative.  The  Revolution  left  no  impreflion  on  her  mind, 
hut  of  Qiieen  Mary  turning  up  bed-clothes ;  and  the  Proteftant 
Hero,  but  of  a  fcllifh  glutton  who  devoured  a  difh  of  peas  from 
his  firter-in-law.  Little  circumftances  indeed  convey  the  mod  cha- 
ra<fteriftical  ideas;  but  the  choice  of  them  may  as  often  paint  the 
genius  of  the  writer  as  of  the  perfon  reprefcnted.  Mrs.  Abigail 
Hill  is  not  the  only  perfon  tranfmittcd  to  pofterity  with  marks  of 
the  Duchefs's  refentment.  Lord  Oxford,  "  honed  Jack  Hill,  the 
ragged  boy,  the  Quebec  General,"  and  others,  mak-e  the  fame 
figure  in  her  hiftory  that  they  did  in  her  mind  : — Sallies  of  paflion 
not  to  be  wondered  at  in  one  who  has  facrificcd  even  the  private 
lettcra  of  her  miftrefs  and  benefaftrefs.  The  Qiicen  gave  her  a 
picture  in  enamel,  fct  with  diamonds.  The  Duchefs  took  off  the 
diamonds,  and  gave  the  pifture  to  a  Mrs.  Higgins  to  be  fold. 

Wartos. 

VOL.  Ml.  ^ 
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To  Heirs  unknown,  defcends  th*  unguarded  ftore. 
Or  wanders,  Heav'n-diredled,  to  the  Poor,  150 

Piftures  like  thefe,  dear  Madam,  to  defign, 
Afks  no  firm  hand,  and  no  unerring  line ; 
Some  wand'ring  touches,  fome  refleded  light. 
Some  flying  flroke  alone  can  hit  'em  right : 
For  how  could  equal  Colours  do  the  knack  ?  155 

Cameleons  who  can  paint  in  white  and  black  ? 

"  Yet  Cloe  fure  was  form*d  without  a  fpot." — 
Nature  in  her  then  err'd  not,  but  forgot. 
"  With  ev*ry  pleafmg,  ev'ry  prudent  part,  159 

"  Say,  what  can'  Cloe  want  ?" — She  wants  a  Heart. 
She  fpeaks,  behaves,  and  a£ls  jujfl  as  flie  ought ; 
But  never,  never,  reach'd  one  gen*rous  Thought. 
Virtue  fhe  finds  too  painful  an  endeavour. 
Content  to  dwell  in  Decencies  for  ever. 
So  very  reafonable,  fo  unmov'd,  165 

As  never  yet  to  love,  or  to  be  lov'd. 
She,  while  her  Lover  pants  upon  her  breaft. 
Can  mark  the  figures  on  an  Indian  cheft  : 
And  when  fhe  fees  her  Friend  in  deep  defpair, 
Obferves  how  much  a  Chintz  exceeds  Mohair.       170 
Forbid  it,  Heav'n,  a  Favour  or  a  Debt 
She  e'er  fliould  cancel ! — but  fhe  may  forget. 
Safe  is  your  Secret  flill  in  Cloe's  ear  ; 
But  none  of  Cloe's  fhall  you  ever  hear. 

Of 

NOTES. 

Ver.  i^^.  "  Do  the  knack,"   is  a  wretched   vulgarifm,    and, 
unworthy  a  place  in  fo  polifhed  a  compofition. 


Ep.II.  moral  essays.  259 

Of  all  her  Dears  fhe  never  flander*d  one,  175 

But  cares  not  if  a  thoufand  are  undone. 

Would  Cloe  know  if  you're  alive  or  dead  ? 

She  bids  her  Footman  put  it  in  her  head, 

Cloe  is  prudent — Would  you  too  be  wifp  ? 

Then  never  break  your  heart  when  Cloe  dies.        180 

One  certain  Portrait  may  (I  grant)  be  feen, 

Which  Ileav'n  has  varnilli*d  out,  and  made  a  ^een : 

The  same  for  ever  !  and  defcrib*d  by  all 

With  Truth  and  Goodnefs,  as  with  Crown  and  Ball. 

Poets  heap  Virtues,  Painters  Gems  at  will,  1 85 

And  (hew  their  zeal,  and  hide  their  want  of  fkill. 

*Tis  well — but,  Artifts  !  who  can  paint  or  write. 

To  draw  the  Naked  is  your  true  delight. 

That  Robe  of  Quality  fo  ftruts  and  fwells. 

None  fee  what  Parts  of  Nature  it  conceals  :  190 

Th*  exa^lefl  traits  of  Body  or  of  Mind, 

We  owe  to  models  of  an  humble  kind. 

If 

NOTES. 

Ver.  180.  nvhdn  Cloe  dies.']  This  highly-finifhed  portrait  was 
intended  for  Lady  Suffolk,  with  whom,  at  the  time  lie  wrote  it, 
he  lived  in  a  (late  of  intimacy.  At  ver.  178,  he  alludes  to  a  parti- 
cular circnmilance :  Pope,  being  at  dinner  with  her,  heard  her 
order  her  footman  to  pi:t  her  in  mind  to  fend  to  know  how  Mrs. 
Blount,  who  was  ill,  had  paffcd  the  night.  Wartom. 

•   Ver.  182.    Whkh  hhavn  has  varul/h^d  ovty  and  md:k  a  Qiiecn.J 
"  This  age,  'tis  true,  has  one  great  inthuice  ieen, 
And  Heav'n  injuilice  made  that  oneaQj^ieen." 

Prologue  to  Fair  Penitent. 
Steevejjs. 
Pope  is  ironical,  as  he  generally  is  when  he  mentions  the  virtue* 
of  Kings  or  Qjiioens. 

s  a 
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If  QuEENSBERRY  to  ftrip  there's  no  compelling, 
'Tis  from  a  Handmaid  we  mud  take  a  Helen. 
From  Peer  or  Bifhop  *tis  no  eafy  thing  195 

To  draw  the  Man  who  loves  his  God,  or  King : 
Alas !  I  copy  (or  my  draught  would  fail) 
From  honeft  Mah*met,  or  plain  Parfon  Hale. 

But  grant,  in  Pubhc,  Men  fometimes  are  fhown, 
A  Woman's  feen  in  Private  Life  alone :  200 

Our 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Vcr.  198.  in  the  MS. 

Fain  I'd  in  Fulvia  fpy  the  tender  Wife  ; 

I  cannot  prove  it  on  her,  for  my  life : 

And,  for  a  noble  pride,  I  blufh  no  lefs, 

Initead  of  Berenice  to  think  on  Befs. 

Thus  while  immortal  Cibber  only  lings 

(As  *  and  H**y  preach)  for  queens  and  kings. 

The  nymph,  that  ne'er  read  Milton's  mighty  line, 

May,  if  Ihc  love,  and  merit  verfe,  have  mine. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  198.  Ma//mef,  fervant  to  the  late  King,  faid  to  be  the 
fon  of  a  Turkifh  Baffa,  whom  he  took  at  the  fiege  of  Buda,  and 
conftantly  kept  about  his  perfon.  Pope. 

Ver.  198.  honejl-  Mahomet,']  George  the  Firft  brought  two 
Turks  with  him  from  Hanover.  They  were  made  pages  of  the 
back>ilairs.  Their  portraits  arc  on  the  grand  ftair-cafe  at  Ken- 
fington. 

Ver.  198.  plain  Parfon  Hale.']  Dr.  Stephen  Hale  ;  not  more  efti- 
mable  for  his  ufcful  difcoveries  as  a  natural  Philofopher,  than  for 
his  exemplary  hfe  and  pailoral  charity  as  a  parifh  pried. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  199.  But  grant,  in  Public,  ^c]  In  the  former  Editions, 
between  this  and  the  foregoing  lines,  a  want  of  connexion  might 
be  perceived,  occafioned  by  the  omiflion  of  certain  Examples  and 
Illujlrations  to  the  Maxims  laid  down  ;  and  though  fome  of  thefe 
have  fince  been  found,  viz.  the  Charadters  of  Philomede,  Atojfa* 
Cloe,  and  fome  verfes  following,  others  arc  ftill  wanting,  nor  can 
weanfwerthat  thcfe  are  cxadly  infertcd.  Popi. 


Ep.n.  MORAL  ESSAYS.  261 

Our  bolder  Talents  in  full  light  difplay'd ; 

Your  Virtues  open  fairefl  in  the  fhade. 

Bred  to  difguife,  in  Public  'tis  you  hide ; 

There,  none  diflinguifli  'twixt  your  Shame  or  Pride, 

Weak- 
K0TE8. 

Ver.  202.  Tour  P^irtues  open}  To  balance  the  many  fevere 
things  our  Author  has  faid  of  Women  in  this  Epiftle,  1  cannot 
forbear  adding  a  paffage  from  a  writer  who  has  been  ufually 
thought  by  no  means  a  friend  to  the  fair  fex.  And  it  may  occa- 
fion  furprife  to  find  fuch  a  pafTage  from  Dean  Swift.  "  The  dege- 
neracy of  converfation,  with  the  pernicious  confequences  thereof 
upon  our  humours  and  difpofitions,  hath  been  owing,  among  other 
caufcs,  to  the  cuftom  arifen,  for  fome  time  paft,  of  excluding  wo- 
men from  any  (hare  in  our  fociety,  further  than  in  parties  at  play, 
or  dancing,  or  in  the  purfuit  of  an  amour.  I  take  the  higheft 
period  of  politenefs  in  England  (and  it  is  of  the  fame  date  in 
France)  to  have  been  the  peaceable  part  of  King  Charles  the 
Fidl's  reign  ;  and  from  what  we  read  of  thofe  times,  as  well  as 
from  the  accounts  I  have  formerly  met  with  from  fome  who  lived 
.  in  that  court,  the  methods  then  ufed  for  railing  and  cultivating 
converfation  were  altogether  different  from  ours ;  feveral  ladies* 
whom  we  find  celebrated  by  the  poets  of  that  age,  had  aflemblies 
at  their  houfcs,  where  pcrfons  of  the  beft  underftanding,  and  of 
both  fexes,  met  to  pafs  the  evenings  in  difcourfing  upon  what- 
ever agreeable  fubjeds  were  occafionally  ftarted ;  and  although 
we  are  apt  ,to  ridicule  the  fublime  platonic  notions  they  had,  or 
perfonatcd,  in  love  and  fritndfhip,  I  conceive  their  refinements 
were  grounded  upon  reafon,  and  that  a  little  grain  of  the  romance 
is  no  ill  ingredient  to  prc-ferve  and  exalt  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,  without  which  it  is  apt  to  degenerate  into  every  thing 
tliat  is  fordid,  vicious,  and  low.  If  there  were  no  other  nfe  in 
the  converfation  of  ladies,  it  is  fufficient  tiiat  it  woul4  lay  a 
redraint  upon"  thofe  odious  topics  of  immodefty  and  indecencies 
into  which  the  rudcnefs  of  our  northern  genius  is  fo  apt  to  fall.'* 

Wartoit.  - 

Ver.  203.  Bred  to  t!tf^u'tfe.  In  Puhl'tc  'tis  you  hide  ;'\  There  is 
fomething  apparently  exceptionable  in  the  turn  of  this  aflertion, 
which  makes  their  dijgu'ifmg  in  public  the  natural  cffeft  of  their 

8  3  being 
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Weaknefs  or  Delicacy  ;  all  fo  nice,  205 

That  each  may  feem  a  Virtue,  or  a  Vice. 

In  Men,  we  various  Ruling  Paflions  find  j 
In  Women,  two  almoft  divide  the  kind  ; 
Thofe,  only  fix'd,  they  fini  or  lad  obey. 
The  Love  of  Pleafure,  and  the  Love  of  Sway.     1 1  o 

That,  Nature  gives  ;  and  where  the  leffon  taught 
Is  but  to  pleafe,  can  Pleafure  feeni  a  fault  ? 
Experience,  this ;  by  Man's  oppreffion  curft^ 
They  feek  the  fecond  not  to  lofe  the  firft. 

Men, 

VARIATrONS. 

Ver.  207.  in  the  firll  Edition, 

In  fev'ral  Men,  we  fev'ral  Paffions  fi;id  ; 
In  Women,  two  almoft  divide  the  Kind. 

NOTES. 

being  bred  to  d'tfgu'ife:  but  if  we  confider  that  female  education  is 
the  art  of  teaching,  not  to  be.)  but  to  appear,  we  (hall  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  find  fault  with  the  exactnefs  of  the  expreffion. 

Warburton. 

Ver,  207.  The  former  part  having  fhewn,  that  t\\e  particular 
CharaBers  of  Women  are  more  various  than  thofe  of  Men,  it  is 
neverthelcfs  obferved,  that  the  ^^«cr^/ Chara6teriftic  of  the  fcx,  as 
to  the  ruling  Paffion,  is  more  uniform.  Pope. 

Ver.  208.  In  Women,  tnvo]  I  cannot  think  our  Author  would 
fuffer  by  a  minute  comparifoii  of  this  Epiftle  with  the  moil  fliining 
and  applauded  morfels  of  the  tenth  fatire  of  Boileau,  which  un- 
doubtedly are  his  portraits  of  the  affeftcd  female  Pedant,  ver.  439. 
The  Gamefter,  ver.  215.  His  Jealous  Lady,  ver.  378.  The 
Haughty  Lady  of  Family,  ver.  47c.  And  above  all,  what  Boi- 
leau  himfelf  valued  moft,  the  Devout  Lady  and  her  Director, 
ver.  558.  Boileau  was  fevcrely  attacked  for  this  Epiille  by  Per- 
rault  ;  but  was  powerfully  defended  by  the  great  Arnatdd,  a 
rigid  moraliil,  and  alfo  by  La  Bruycre.  Warton. 

Ver  21 1.  This  is  occafioned  partly  by  their  Nature,  partly  by 
their  Education,  and  in  fome  degree  by  NeceJJity.  Pope. 
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Men,  fome  to  Bus'nefs,  fome  to  Pleafure  take ; 
But  ev'ry  Woman  is  at  heart  a  Rake :  216 

Men,  fome  to  C^iet,  fome  to  public  Strife  ; 
But  ev*ry  Lady  would  be  Queen  for  life. 

Yet  mark  the  fate  of  a  whole  Sex  of  Queens ! 
Pow*r  all  their  end,  but  Beauty  all  the  means :      220 
In  Youth  they  conquer,  with  fo  wild  a  rage, 
As  leaves  them  fcarce  a  fubje£t  in  their  Age : 
For  foreign  glory,  foreign  joy,  they  roam ; 
No  thought  of  peace  or  happinefs  at  home. 
But  Wifdom's  triumph,  is  well-tini'd  Retreat,       225 
As  hard  a  fcience  to  the  Fair  as  Great ! 
Beauties,  like  Tyrants,  old  and  fiiendlefs  gro^^n, 
Yet  hate  repofe,  and  dread  to  be  alone. 
Worn  out  in  public,  weary  ev'r)'  eye, 
Nor  leave  one  figh  behind  them  when  they  die.     230 

Pleafures 


Ver.  216.  But  ev'rj  Woman  is  at  heart  a  Rake:"]  This  line  has 
given  offence  :  but  in  bthalf  of  the  Poet  we  may  obferve,  that 
what  he  fays  amounts  only  to  this,  "  Some  men  take  to  bufinefs, 
fome  to  pleafure  ;  but  every  woman  would  v.illingly  make  pJuiftire 
her  bufinefs ;"  which  being  the  proper  periphrafis  of  a  Rake,  he 
ufes  that  word,  but  of  courfe  includes  init  no  more  of  the  Rake's 
ill  qualities  than  is  implied  in  this  dsfinition,  of  one  ivho  males 
pleafure  hit  bufinefs .  W A  R  B  u  R  T  o  N . 

Ver.  219.  What  are  the  ul'ims  and  the  Fate  of  this  fex. — I.  As 
to  Power.  Pope. 

Ver.  229.   Worn  out  in pul/ic,']  -Copied  from  Young,  Satire  5. 
written  eight  ytitrs  before  this  Epiftle  appeared  ; 
*'  Worn  ill  the  public  eye,  give  cheap  delight 

To  throngs,  and  tamifh  to  the  fated  fight."         Warton. 

S  4 
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Pleafures  the  fex,  as  children  Birds,  purfue. 
Still  out  of  reach,  yet  never  out  of  view ; 
Sure,  if  they  catch,  to  fpoil  the  Toy  at  moft. 
To  covet  flying,  and  regret  when  loft : 
Atlaft,  to  follies  Youth  could  fcarce  defend,         235 
It  grows  their  Age's  prudence  to  pretend  ; 
AftiamM  to  own  they  gave  delight  before, 
Reduc'd  to  feign  it,  when  they  give  no  more : 
As  Hags  hold  Sabbaths  lefs  for  joy  than  fpight, 
So  thefe  their  merry,  miferable  Night :  240 

Still  round  and  round  the  Ghofts  of  Beauty  glide. 
And  haunt  the  places  where  then-  honour  dy*d. 

See  how  the  World  its  Veterans  rewards  ! 
A  Youth  of  Frolics,  an  old  Age  pf  Cards  j 

Fair 

NOTES. 

Ver.  231. II.  As  to  Pkafure.  Po?Rt 

Ver.  234.  To  coveljlylng,'}  It  is  impoflible  not  to  recoUeft  the 
witty  fimile  of  Young,  Sat.  5. 

"  Pleafures  are  few,  and  fewer  we  enjoy  ; 
Pleafurc,  like  quickfi'ver,  is  bright  and  coy  ; 
We  Itrive  to  grafp  it  witli  our  utmoll  Ikill, 
Still  it  eludes  us,  and  it  glitters  ilill  ; 
If  feiz'd  at  laft,  compute  your  mighty  gains, 
What  is  it,  but  rank  poifon  in  your  veins  I" 

WarTO!1. 

Ver.  244.  A  Touth  of  Frolics,']  The  antithefis,  fo  remarkably 
ftrong  in  thefe  lines,  was  a  very  favourite  figure  with  our  Poet : 
he  has  indeed  ufed  it  but  in  too  many  parts  of  his  Works  ;  nay, 
even  in  his  tranflation  of  the  Iliad,  where  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  admitted,  and  which  Dryden  has  but  rarely  ufed  in  his 
Virgil.  Our  Author  feldom  writes  many  words  together  without 
an  antithefis.  It  mufl  be  allowed  fometimes,  to  add  ftrcngth  to 
a  fentiment  by  an  oppofition  of  images;  but,  too  frequently 
repeated,  it  becomes  tirefome' and  difgulling.     Rhyme  has  almoit 

a  natural 
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Fair  to  no  purpofe,  artful  to  no  end,  245 

Young  without  Lovers,  old  without  a  Friend  ; 
A  Fop  their  Paffion,  but  their  Prize  a  Sot, 
Alive,  ridiculous  ;  and  dead,  forgot  I 

Ah !  Friend  l  to  dazzle  let  the  Vain  defign  ; 
To   raife   the   Thought,   and   touch   the   Heart,  be 
thine  i  250 

That  Charm   fhall  grow,    while   what   fatigues  the 

Ring, 
FlajLints  arid  goes  down,  an  unregarded  thing : 

So 

NOTES. 

a  natural  tendency  to  betray  a  writer  into  it :  but  tlie  pureft 
authors  have  defpiftd  it,  as  an  oniament  pert  and  puerile,  and 
epigrammatic.  Sirneca,  Pliny,  Tacitus,  and  later  a\it1iors,  abound 
in  it.  Q^ilntilian  has  fometimes  ufcd  it  with  much  facccfs,  as 
when  he  fpcaks  qf  llyle ;  "  magna,  non  nimia  ;  fublimis,  non 
abrupta ;  fevera,  non  triltis  ;  lieta,  non  luxuriofa;  plena,  non 
tumida."  And  fometimes  Tully  ;  as,  "  vicit  pudorem  libido, 
timorem  audacia,  rationcm  amentia."  l>ut  thefe  writers  fall  int« 
this  mode  of  fpeaking  but  feldom,  and  do  not  make  it  tlKir  con- 
ilant  and  general  manner.  Thofe  modems,  who  have  not  acquired 
a  true  taRe  for  the  fimplicity  of  the  bell  ancients,  have  generally 
run  into  a  fiequentTufc  of  point,  oppofition,  and  contrail.  They 
who  begin  to  Rudy  painting,  are  llruck  at  lirll  with  the  pieces  of 
the  njoll  vivid  colouring  ;  they  are  almoll  afliamed  to  own  that 
they  do  not  reliflj  and  feel  the  modetl  and  referved  beauties  of 
Raphael.  The  exadl  proportion  of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome  occaiions 
it  not  to  appeal-  fo  great  as  it  really  is.  It  is  the  fame  in  writijig  ; 
but  by  degrees  we  find  that  I^ucan,  Martial,  Juvenal,  C^.  Cuitius, 
and  Florus,  and  others  of  that  flamp,  who  abound  in  figure* 
that  contribute  to  the  falfe  florid,  in  luxuriant  mctapln  rs,  in 
pointed  conceits,  in  lively  antitlicfes,  unexjjccledly  darting  forth, 
are  contemptible  for  the  very  caufes  which  once  excited  our  admi- 
ration.     It  is  then  we  rdifli  Terence,  Ccefar,  and  XenopVion. 

War  TON. 
Vf.r.  249.  Advice  fur  their  true  Intereft.  P«»k- 
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So  when  the  Sun's  broad  beam  has  tir'd  the  fight. 
All  mild  afcends  the  Moon's  more  fober  light, 
Serene  in  Virgin  Modefty  (he  fhines,  255 

And  unobferv'd  the  glaring  Orb  declines. 

Oh  !  blefl  with  Temper,  whofe  unclouded  ray- 
Can  make  to-morrow  chearful  as  to*day  ; 
She,  who  can  love  a  Sifter's  charms,  or  hear 
Sighs  for  a  Daughter  with  un wounded  ear ;  260 

She,  who  ne'er  anfwers  till  a  Hufband  cools, 
Or,  if  flie  rules  him,  never  fhows  Ihe  rules ; 
Charms  by  accepting,  by  lubmitting  fways. 
Yet  has  her  humour  moft,  when  fhe  obeys  ; 
Let  Fops  or  Fortune  fly  which  way  they  will ;        265 
Difdains  all  lofs  of  Tickets,  or  Codille; 
Spleen,  Vapours,  or  Small-pox,  above  them  all, 
And  Miftrefs  of  herfelf,  tho'  China  fall. 

And 


Ver.  253.  So  when  ihe  Sun^sl^  There  arc  not,  perhaps,  in  the 
whole  compafs  of  the  Englifti  language,  four  lines  more  exqui- 
fitely  finifhed  ;  not  a  fyllable  can  be  altered  for  the  better  ;  every 
-word  feems  to  be  the  only  proper  one  that  could  have  been  ufed. 
So  pure  and  pellucid  is  the  ftyle, 

**  Ut  pura  no6lurno  renidet 

Luna  mari  1"  Warton. 

Ver..  256.  And  unohferi}' d\  Nothing  can  be  more  poetical  than 
this  imagery,  or  more  artfully  condufted.  Every  epithet  is 
appropriated  to  heighten  the  figure,  and  embellifh  the  verfe- 

RuFFHEAU. 

Ver.  268.  though  China  fall. '\  AddifoB  has  touched  this  fub- 
\eSt  with  his  ufual  exquifite  humour,  in  the  Lover,  No.  lo. 
p.  291.  of  his  Works,  4to.  quoting  Epid:etus  to  comfort  a  lady 
that  labours  under  this  heavy  calamity.  Warton. 
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And  yet,  believe  me,  good  as  well  as  iU, 
Woman's  at  beft  a  Contradiftion  ftill/ii/or  ;•         270 
Heav*n,  when  it  ftrives  to  polifli  all  it  can 
Its  laft  bed  work,  but  forms  a  fofter  Man ; 
Picks  from  each  fex,  to  make. the  Fav'rite  bleft, 
Your  love  of  Pleafure,  our  defire  of  Reft: : 
Blends,  in  exception  to  all  gen'ral  rules,  275 

Your  Tafte  of  Follies,  with  our  Scorn  of  Fools  : 
Referve  with  Franknefs,  Art  with  Truth  ally*d^ 
Courage  with  Softnefs,  Modefty  with  Pride ; 
Fix'd  Principles,  with  Fancy  ever  new  ; 
Shakes  all  together,  and  produces You.  280 

Be  this  a  Woman's  Fame :  with  this  unbleft, 
Toafts  live  a  fcorn,  and  Queens  may  die  a  jeft. 
This  Phoebus  promised  (1  forget  the  year) 
When  thofe  blue  eyes  firfl:  open'd  on  the  fphere ; 
Afcendant  Phoebus  watch'd  that  hour  with  care,     285 
Averted  half  your  Parents'  fimple  Pray'r ; 

And 

NOTES. 

Ver.  269.  The  pifture  of  an  eftimable  woman,  with  the  beft 
kind  of  contrarieties,  created  out  of  the  Poet's  imagif\ation  ;  who 
therefore  feigned  thofc  circumftances  of  a  hufband,  a  daughter, 
and  lovi  for  ajijier,  to  prevent  her  being  miftaken  for  any  of  his 
acquaintance.  And  having  thus  made  his  IVoman,  he  did,  as  the 
ancient  Poets  were  wont,  when  they  had  made  their  Mufe,  invoke, 
and  addrefs  his  poem  to  her.  Warburtow. 

Ver.  270.  a  Conirad'iatonJiUl.'\  So  alfo  has  he  fhewn  Man  to 
be  in  the  Effay.  Warton. 

Ver.  i  80.  and  produces — 7ow.]  The  turn  of  thefe  Hnes  is  cx- 
aftly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Mrs.  Biddy  Floyd  ;  Swift's  Mifcel- 
lanies,  vol.  iv.  p<  142. 

«  Jove 
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S-nd  gave  you  Beauty,  but  deny'd  the  Pelf 

That  buys  your  Sex  a  Tyrant  o'er  itfelf. 

The  genVous  God,  who  Wit  and  Gold  refines, 

And  ripens  Spirits  as  he  ripens  Mines,  290 

Kept  Drofs  for  Duchefles,  the  world  fhall  know  it. 

To  you  gave  Senfe,  Good-liumour,  and  a  Poet. 

NOTES. 

**  Jove  mix'd  up  all,  and  his  beft  clay  employ'd. 
Then  call'd  the  happy  compofition— Floyd." 

Mrs.  Patty  Blount  was  always  fuppofcd  to  be  the  lady  here  ad- 
dreffed — "  produces  You.'*  Warton. 

Ver..  291.  tie   ivorld  Jhall  Inoiv   It,']    This    is  an    unmeaning  < 
cxpreflion,  and  a  poor  expletive,  into  which  our  Poet  was  unfor- 
tunately forced  by  the  rhyme.  Wartos. 

Rhyme,  as  Warton  properly  remarks,  has  been  the  occafion  of 
fome  other  faulty  exprefiions  in  our  Author's  Works,  which  he 
points  out,  though  tbey  fcarcely  need  enumeration.  On  this  occa- 
fion, he  enters  into  the  general  com.parative  merits  of  Rhyme  and 
Blank  Verfe  :  but  there  can  be  furely  no  doubt  on  the  fubjeft. 
Rhyme  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  pieces  like  thefe,  of  point, 
wit,  and  fatire ;  if  not  for  lyric  and  elegiac  poetrj'-.  A  fatire  in 
blank  verfe,  would  be  as  ridiculous  as  an  •'  ^neid  in  hexameter  and 
pentameter  verfes/'  For  more  dignified  and  extenfive  fubjefts, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  a  more  varied,  harmo- 
nious, and  lofty  meafure,  as  blank  verfe  for  the  ferious  drama,  and 
epic  poetry,  notwithftanding  Burnet's  opinion,  that  "  The  Para- 
difc  Loft  was  a  Jine  poemy  though  the  Author  affected  to  'write  it  in 
blank  veiie  /" 


It  fiiould  be  remembered,  that  when  this  Epiftle  was  firfl  pub- 
li/hed,  Pope  in  an  advertifement  declared,  "  upon  his  honour," 
no  Character  was  taken  from  real  life.  Walpole  relates  a  ftory  of 
his  conduft  in  this  refpeft,  highly  to  his  difcredit,  to  which 
Warton  alludes  ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  (hould  be  admitted  without 
the  cleareft  evidence,  as  we  Ihould  read,  cum  ^rano  falls,  whatever 
comes  from  Walpole's  party  againll  Pope,  and  vice  'verfd. 


EPISTLE     III.. 

TO 

ALLEN  LORD   BATHURST. 


The  following  original  Letter  of  Lord  Bathurft  to  Pope,  will 
fhew  the  great  refpeft  and  kindnefs  he  had  for  him.  It  is  taken 
from  the  Autographs  of  the  Odyfley  and  Iliad,  preferved  in  the 
Briti(h  Mufeum,  which  are  written  chiefly  on  the  backs  of  various 
letters  : 

**  I  will  not  fail  to  attend  Mrs.  Howard  upon  Marble  Hill  next 
Tuefday ;  but  Lady  Bathurfl:  is  not  able  to  come  at  this  time, 
which  is  no  fmall  mortification  to  her.  I  hope  I  fhall  perfuade 
John  Gay  to  come  hither  to  me,  for  I  really  think  fuch  a  wintry 
fummer  as  this  fhould  be  pafled  altogether  in  focietyby  a  chimney- 
corner  ;  but  I  believe  I  ftiould  not  lie,  if  I  affured  you  that  I  would 
quit  the  fined  walk  on  the  fined  day  in  the  fined  garden,  to  have 
your  company  at  any  time.  This  is  faying  a  great  deal  more  than 
is  commonly  underdood  by  one.     I  am 

Your  mod  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 

BATHURST." 


ARGUMENT. 
Of  tbeVk  of  RICUES. 

THAT  it  is  known  to  feiv^  mojl  falling  into  one  of  the  ex-* 
treinesy  Avarice  or  Profufion,  Ver.  i,  &c.  The  Point  dif- 
cujjedj  nvhether  the  invention  of  Money  has  been  more  com- 
modious ^  or  pernicious  to  Mankind^  Ver.  21  to  77.  That 
Riches  either  to  the  Avaricious  or  the  Prodigal,  cannot  afford 
HappinefsyfcarcelyNeceffarieSf  Ver.  89  to  160.  That  Ava- 
rice is  an  abfolute  Frenzy^  ivithout  an  End  or  Purpofe^  Ver. 
113,  &c.  152.  ConjeSlures  about  the  Motives  of  Avari- 
cious Meny  Ver.  121  to  153.  That  the  conduEl  of  Men ^ 
•with  refpeEl  to  RicheSy  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  Order 
OF  Providence,  ivhich  works  the  general  Good  out  of  Ex- 
tremesy  and  brings  all  to  its  great  End  by  perpetual  Revolu- 
tionsy  Ver.  161  to  178.  How  a  MKcr  a^s  upon  Principles 
ivhich  appear  to  him  reafouabUy  Ver.  179.  How  a  Prodigal 
does  the  famey  Ver.  199.  The  due  Alediumy  and  true  Ufe 
of  Riches y  Ver.  219.  J/6tf  Man  ^  Rpfs,  Ver.  250.  The 
fate  cf  the  Profufe  and  the  Covetous,  in  two  examples  ;  both 
miferable  in  Life  and  in  Death y  Ver.  300,  &c.  The  Story 
of  Sir  Balaam,  Ver.  339,  to  the  End. 


[      27'      ] 


EPISTLE     III. 

P'  ^V^°  ^^^^  decide,  when  Doctors  difagree, 

And  foundell  Cafuifts  doubt,  like  you  and  me  ? 
You  hold  the  word,  from  Jove  to  Momus  giv*n. 
That  Man  was  made  the  (landing  jeft  of  Heav*n ; 

And 

COMMENTARY. 

Epistle  III.]  This  Epiftle  was  written  after  a  violent  outcry 
ngainft  out"  Author,  on  fufpicion  that  he  had  ridiculed  a  worthy 
nobleman  merely  for  his  wrong  tafte.  Hejuftified  himftlf  upon  that 
article  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Burlington  ;  at  the  end  of  which 
are  thefe  words :  "  I  have  learnt  that  there  are  fome  who  would 
rather  be  wicked  than  ridiculous  ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  fafer  to 
attack  vices  than  follies,  I  will  therefore  leave  my  betters  in  the 
quiet  pofFeffion  of  their  idols,  their  groves,  and  their  high  place", 
ajid  change  my  fubjedt  from  their  pride  to  their  meannefs,  from 
their  vanities  to  their  miferies  ;  and  as  the  only  certain  way  to 
avoid  mifconflruftions,  to  leffen  offence,  and  not  to  multiply  ill- 
natured  applications,  I  may  probably,  in  my  next,  make  ufe  of 
real  names  inllead  of  fiftitious  ones."  Pope. 

Ver.  I.  ll^hojball  decide,  ^f.]  The  addrcfs  of  the  introducfha 
(from  ver.  i  to  21.)  is  remarkable  :  The  Poet  rcprefents  himfelf, 
and  the  noble  Lord,  his  friend,  as  in  a  free  converfation,  philofo- 
pliizing  on  the  Jinal  caufe  of  Riches  ;  and  it  proceeds  by  way  of 
dialogue,  which  mofl  writers  have  employed  to  hide  the  want  of 
method  ;  our  Author  ufes  it  only  to  foften  and  enliven  the  drynefs 
and  feverity  of  it.      Tou  (fays  tlie  Poet) 

"  —  hold  the  word  from  Jove  to  Momus  giv'n, 

But  I,  who  think  more  highly  of  our  kind, 

Opine,  that  Nature,"  &c. 

As 

NOTES. 

Ver.  2.  like  you  and  ms  ?"]  A  mofl;  unaccountable  piece  of 
falfe  Engliib — me  for  I.     It  is  not  for  the  fake  of  making  petty 

objcdioiis 
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And  Gold  but  fent  to  keep  the  fools  in  play,  5 

For  fotne  to  heap,  and  fome  to  throw  away. 

But  I,  who  think  more  highly  of  our  kind, 
(And  furely,  Heav*n  and  I  are  of  a  mind,) 
Opine,  that  Nature,  as  in  duty  bound. 
Deep  hid  the  fliining  mifcliief  under  ground  :  i  o 

But  when  by  Man's  audacious  labour  won, 
Flam'd  forth  this  rival  to  its  Sire,  the  Sun, 
Then  careful  Heav*n  fupply'd  two  forts  of  Men, 
To  fquander  Thefe,  and  Thofe  to  hide  agen. 

Like  Doctors  thus,  vvhen  much  difpute  has  pall. 
We  find  our  tenets  jufl  the  fame  at  lafi:.  16 

Both 

C  C  M  M  E  N  T  A  R  V. 

As  much  as  to  fay,  "  Ymi,  my  Lord,  liold  the  fubjcft  we  are 
upon,  as  iit  only  for  Satire  ;  I,  on  the  contrary,  eltcem  it 
amongil  the  high  points  of  Philofophy,  and  profound  Ethics  : 
But  as  \vc  both  agree  in  the  main  Prhiaple,  tliat  Riches  ivere  not 
ghvn  fur  the  renvard  if  Virtue,  hut  for  very  different purpnfts  (fee 
EJfiiy  on  Miuu  Ep.  iv. ),  let  us  conipromife  the  matter,  and  con- 
iJder  the  fubjeil\  both  under  your  idea  and  mine  conjointly,  i.  e. 
Satirically  and  Philnfjphlcally" — And  this,  in  fad,  we  fhallfitid  to 
be  the  true  characler  of  this  poem  ;  which  is  of  a  Species  peculiar  to 
itfelf ;  partaking  equally  of  the  nature  of  his  Ethic  Epijlles  and  of 
his  Scitins,  jiill  as  the  bell  pieces  of  Luclan  arofe  from  a  combina- 
tion of  the  Dialogues  of  Plato,  and  the  Scenes  of  Anjlophanes. 
This  it  will  be  neceffary  to  carry  with  us,  if  we  would  fee  cither 
the  "jult  or  the  renfming  of  this  EpilUe  in  their  true  light. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

objections  that  it  is  thought  neceffary  to  hint  at  thefe  inaccuracies 
in  fo  correA  a  writer,  but  merely  to  prevent  their  becoining 
authorities  for  eirors.  •'  In  the  Epiftles  to  Lords  Bathurft  and 
Bunington,"  fays  Johnfon,  "  Waiburton  has  endeavoured  to  find 
a  train  of  thought  which  was  never  in  the  writer's  head  ;  and,  to 
fupport  his  hypothefis,  has  printed  that  fuft  which  was  publifhed 

kit."  7  W^RTOH. 
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Both  fairly  owning,  Riches,  in  efFed, 
No  grace  of  Heav*n,  or  token  of  th*  Eled: ; 
Giv*n  to  the  Fool,  the  Mad,  the  Vain,  the  Evil, 
To  Ward,  to  Waters,  Chartres,  and  the  Devil.       20 

B.What 

NOTES. 

Ver.20.  John  Ward  of  Hackney,  Efq.  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, being  profecuted  by  the  Duchefs  of  Buckingham,  and  con- 
vifted  of  Forgery,  was  firft  expelled  the  Houfe,  and  then  ftood  on 
the  pillory  on  the  17th  of  March,  1727.  He  was  fufpedled  of 
joining  in  a  conveyance  with  Sir  John  Blunt,  to  fecrete  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  of  that  Director's  ellate,  forfeited  to  the  South  Sea 
Company  by  Aft  of  Parliament.  The  Company  recovered  the 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  againll  Ward  ;  but  he  fet  up  prior  convey- 
ances of  his  real  eftate  to  his  brother  and  fon,  and  concealed  aU 
his  perfonal,  which  was  computed  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  Thefe  conveyances  being  alfo  fet  afide  by  a  bill 
in  Chancery,  Ward  was  imprifoned,  and  hazarded  the  forfeiture 
of  his  life,  by  not  giving  in  his  effefts  till  the  laft  day,  which  was 
that  of  his  examination.  During  his  confinement,  his  amufement 
was  to  give  poifon  to  dogs  and  cats,  and  fee  them  expire  by  flower 
or  quicker  torments.  To  fum  up  the  'ujorth  of  this  gentleman,  at 
the  feveral  aeras  of  his  life  :  Ac  his  {landing  in  the  Pillory,  he  was 
•worth  above  iivo  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  at  his  commitment  to 
Prifon,  he  was  'worth  one  hundred  and Jifty  thoufand ;  but  has  been 
fince  fo  far  diminiflied  in  his  reputation,  as  to  be  thought  a  'worfe 
man  ^y  fifty  orjixty  thoufand.  Pope. 

Fr.  Chartres,  a  man  infamous  for  all  manner  of  vices.  Whea 
he  was  an  enfign  in  the  army,  he  was  drummed  out  of  the  regi- 
ment for  a  cheat  ;  he  was  next  baniihcd  Bruffels,  and  drummed 
out  of  Ghent,  on  the  fame  account.  After  a  hundred  tricks  at 
the  gaming-tables,  he  took  to  lending  of  money  at  exorbitant 
interell  and  on  great  penalties,  accumulating  premium,  intereft, 
and  capital  into  a  new  capital,  and  feizing  to  a  minute  when  the 
payments  became  due  ;  in  a  word,  by  a  conflant  attention  to  the 
vices,  wants,  and  follies  of  mankind,  he  acquired  an  immcnfe  for- 
tune. His  houfe  was  a  perpetual  bawdy-houfe.  He  was  twice 
condemned  for  rapes,  and  pardoned  ;  but  the  lall  time  not  without 
imprifonment  in  Newgate,  and  large  confifcations.     He  died  in 

TOL.  III.  T  Scotland 
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B.  What  Nature  wants,  commodious  Gold  beftows, 
'Tis  thus  we  eat  the  bread  another  fows. 

P.  But 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  21.  What  Nature  nvants,  IffcJ]  Having  thus  fettled  tlie 
terms  of  the  debate^  before  he  comes  to  the  main  quejl'wn,  the  life 
of  Riches,  it  was  neceflary  to  difcufs  a  previous  one,  whether, 
indeed,  they  be,  upon  the  whole,  ufcful  to  mankind  or  not ;  (which 
he  dot-S  from  ver.  20  to  77).  It  is  commonly  obferved,  fays  he, 
(from  ver.  20  to  35 . ),  That^  Gold  mojl-  commodioiijly  fuppUes  the  "wants 
of  Nature  :  "  Let  us  firfl  confider  the  propolition  in  general,  both 
in  MATTER  and  expression;  I.  As  it  regards  the  fupply  j  and 
this  we  fliall  find  to  be  very  unequal :  2.  As  it  regards  the  >tuants  ; 
and  thefe,  we  fliall  fee,  are  ver>'  ambiguous  j  under  that  term,  all 

our 

NOTES. 

Scotland  in  1731,  aged  62.     The  populace  at  his  funeral  raifed  a 

great  riot,  almofl  tore  the  body  out  of  the  coffin,  and  cad  dead 

dogs,  &c.  into  the  grave  along  with  it.     The  following  Epitaph 

contains  his  character  very  juftly  drawn  by  Dr.  Arbuthnot  : 

HKRE  continueth  to  rot 

The  Body  of  FRANCIS  CHARTRES, 

Who,  vvith  an  inflexible  Constancy, 

and  inimitable  Uniformity  of  Life, 

Persisted, 

In  fpiteof  Age  and  Infirmities, 

In  the  Praftice  of  Every  Human  Vice, 

Excepting  Prodigality  and  Hypocrisy  : 

His  infatiable  Avarice  exempted  him  from  the  firft, 

His  matchkfs  Impudence  from  the  fccond. 

Nor  WaS  he  more  fingular 

in  the  undeviating  Praviiy.  of  his  Matmers, 

Than  fuccefsful 

i  n  Azcum  ulating  Wealth; 

For,  without  Trade  or  Profession, 

W'ithout  Trust  of  Public  Money, 

And  without  Bribe-worthy  Service, 

He  acquired,  or  more  properly  created, 

A  Ministerial  Estate. 

He  was  the  only  Perfoa  of  his  Time, 

Who 
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p.  But  how  unequal  it  beftows,  .obferve, 

'Tis  thus  we  riot,  while,  who  fow  it,  ftarve : 

What 

COMMENTARY. 

our  fantaftic  and  imaginary,  as  well  as  real,  wants  being  comprized. 
Hitherto  the  ufe  is  not  very  apparent.  Let  us  in  the  fecond  place, 
therefore,  confider  the  propofition  m particular,  or  how  Gold  fup- 
plies  the  wants  of  nature  both  in  private  and  public  life  :  i.  As  to 
private ;  it  aids  us,  indeed,  to  fupport  life  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  hires  the  aflaflin.  2.  As  to  Society  ;  it  may  procure  friendfhips 
and  extend  trade  ;  but  it,  allures  robbers,  and  corrupts  our 
acquaintance.  3.  As  to  Government ;  it  pays  the  guards  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  public  liberty  ;  but  it  may,  with  the  fame  eafc, 
bribe  a  Senate  to  overturn  it." 

The  matter,  therefore,  being  thus  problematical,  the  Poet, 
inftead  of  formally  balancing  between  the  good  and  ill,  chufcs  to 
leave  this  previous  Quejlion  undetermined  (as  Tacitus  had  done 
bt^fore  him  ;  where,  fpeaking  of  the  ancient  Germans,  he  fays, 
iilrgentum  et  aurum  propilii  out  irati  Dii  negaverint  dulito)  ;  and  falls 

at 

NOTES. 

Who  could  CHEAT  without  the  Mafk  of  Honesty, 

Retain  his  Primeval  Meanness 

When  pofTeffed  of  Ten  Thousand  a  Year, 

And  having  daily  defer\'ed  the  Gibbet  for  what  he  did. 

Was  at  lall  condemned  to  it  for  what  he  could  not  do. 

Oh  indignant  Reader ! 

Think  not  his  Life  ufelefs  to  Mankind  ! 

Providence  conniyed  at  his  execrable  Dcfigns, 

To  give  to  After-ages 

A  confpicuous  Proof  and  Example, 

Of  how  fmail  Ellimation  is  Exorbitant  Wealth 

In  the  Sight  of  GOD, 

By  his  bellowing  it  on  the  mod  unworthy  of  all  Mortals. 

This  fine  reflcftion  has  been  much  admired  ;  it  is  alfo  found  in 

La  Bruycre ;  but  he  evidently  borrowed  it  from  Seneca  :  "  Non 

funt  divitia;  bonum  ;  nullo  mode  magis  pottft  Deus  concupita  tra- 

ducere,  quam  fi  ille  ad  perpeflimos  defcrt,  ab  optimis  abig'.t." 

Cur  Bonis  Viris  mala  fiuiit,  cap.  v. 
T  2  This 
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What  Nature  wants  (a  phrafe  I  much  diftruft)        25 
Extends  to  Luxury,  extends  to  Luft  : 

Ufeful, 

COMMENTARY. 

at  once  upon  what  he  efteems  the  principal  of  thefe  abufes,  pullic 
Corruption. 

For  having  in  the  laft  inftance,  of  the  Ufe  of  Riches  in 
Government,  fpoken  of  venal  Senates,  he  goes  on  to  lament  the 
mifchief  as  dcfperate  and  remedilefs  ;  Gold,  by  its  power  to 
corrupt  with  Secrecy,  defeating  all  the  efforts  of  public  fpirit, 
whether  exerted  in  the  courage  of  Heroes,  or  in  the  wifdom  of 
Patriots. 

It 

NOTES. 

This  paffage  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  amiable  friend, 
equally  fkilled  in  all  parts  of  ufeful  and  ornamental  learning  in  mat- 
ters both  of  tafte  and  philofophy,  Dr.  Heberden. 

The  figure  of  Chartres  is  introduced  by  Hogarth  in  the  firft 
plate  of  his  Rake's  Progrefs,  and  behind  him  Hands  a  man  whom 
he  always  had  about  him,  and  was  his  pimp. 

This  Gentleman,  it  was  faid,  was  luorth  fe'uen  thoufand pounds  a 
year  eftate  in  Land,  and  about  one  hundred  thoufand  va  Money. 

Mr.  Waters,  the  third  of  thefe  worthies,  was  a  man  no  way 
refembling  the  former  in  his  military,  but  extremely  fo  in  his  civil 
capacity  ;  his  great  fortune  having  been  raifed  by  the  like  diligent 
attendance  on  the  neceffities  of  others.  But  this  Gentleman's  hif- 
tory  muft  be  deferred  till  his  death,  when  his  'worth  may  be  known 
more  certainly.  Pope, 

Ver.  20.  lVaters,~\  The  Wafers  here  mentioned  is  the  fame 
perfon  who  is  introduced  under  the  character  of  "  Wife  Peter  ;" 
whofe  name  was  "  Walter,"  though  fometimes  called  Waters. 
See  Note  in  this  Epillle. 

Ver.  21.  What  Nature  luants,  commodious  Go/J3£/?owj,]  The 
epithet  commodious  gives  us  the  very  proper  idea  of  a  Baivd  or 
Pander  ;  and  this  thought  produced  the  two  following  lines,  which 
were  in  all  the  former  editions,  but,  for  their  bad  reafoning, 
omitted  : 

**  And  if  we  count  amongfl.  the  needs  of  hfe 

Another's  Toil,  v.liy  not  another's  Wife  ?     Warburton. 


Ep.m.  MORAL  ESSAYS.  277 

Ufeful,  I  grant,  it  ferves  what  life  requires. 
But  dreadful  too,  the  dark  AiTaflin  hires. 

B.  Trade  it  may  help.  Society  extend. 

P.  But  lures  the  Pirate,  and  cerrupts  the  Friend.    30 

B.  It  raiies  Armies  in  a  Nation's  aid. 

P.  But  bribes  a  Senate,  and  the  Land's  betray'd. 

In 

COMMENTARY. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  (continues  the  Poet',  from  ver.  34.  to  49.), 
the  very  weight  of  the  bribe  has  fometimes  dete6led  the  corrup- 
tion : 

"  From  the  crack'd  bag  the  dropping  Guinea  fpoke,"  &c. 
But  this  inconvenience  was  foon  repaired,  by  the  invention  oi paper 
credit ;  whofc  dreadful  effeAs  on  public  Liberty  he  defcribes  in  all 
the  colouring  of  his  poetry,  heightened  by  the  warmeft  concern  for 
virtue ;  which  now  makes  him  willing  to  give  up,  as  it  were,  the 
previous  quejlion.,  in  a  paffionate  wifh  (from  ver.  48  to  59.)  for  the 
return  of  that  incumbrance  attendant  on  public  Corruption,  before 
the  fo  common  ufe  of  money. 

And,  pleafcd  with  this  flattering  idea,  he  goes  on  (from  ver.  58 
to  77.)  to  (hew  the  other  advantages  which  would  accrue  from 
riches  only  in  kind ;  thefe  are,  that  neither  Avarice  could  contrive 
to  hoard,  nor  Prodigality  to  lavifli,  in  fo  mad  and  boundlefs  a  manner 
as  they  ,do  at  prcfent.  Here  he  (hews  particularly,  in  a  tine  ironi- 
cal dcfcription  of  the  embarras  on  Gamingy  how  naturally  it  tendi 
to  eradicate  that  execrable  vice. 

But  this  whole  Digrejfton  (from  ver.  34  to  77.)  has  another  very 
\mcommon  beauty  ;  for,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  arifes  naturally 
from  the  lajl  confideration,  in  the  debate  of  the  previous  queflion,  it 
artfully  denounces,  in  our  entrance  on  the  main  quejlion,  the  prin- 
cipal topics  intended  to  be  employed  for  the  dilucidation  of  it ; 
namely  Avarice,  Profusion,  and  Public  Corruption. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  32.  But  bribes  a  Senate,  i5^c.']  Evidently  levelled  at  Sir 
Robert  Walpole'e  adminiftration,  and  the  fuppofed  corrupt  mode 
by  which  he  maintained  his  influence  and  fuperiority  in  Parliament. 

T  3 
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In  vain  may  Heroes  fight,  and  Patriots  rave  ^ 

If  fecret  Gold  fap  on  from  knave  to  knave. 

Once,  we  confefs,  beneath  the  Patriot's  cloak,       '^^ 

From  the  crack'd  bag  the  dropping  Guinea  fpoke. 

And  gingling  down  the  back-flairs,  told  th^  crew, 

*'  Old  Cato  is  as  great  a  Rogue  as  you." 

Blefl 

NOTES. 

V  ER.  33.  and  Patriofs  rave  ;~\  The  charafler  of  modern  patriots 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Poet,  very  equivocal ;  as  the  name 
was  undiftinguifliably  beftowed  on  every  one  who  was  in  oppcfition 
to  the  court;  of  this  he  gives  a  hint  in  ver.  139.  of  this  Epiftle. 
And  agreeable  to  tliefe  fentimcnts  is  the  equivocal  turn  of  his 
expreffion  here, 

"  Tn  vain — may  Patriots  rave  ; 
which  they  may  do  either  in  earneft  or  in  jeft  ;  and,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  Sempronius  in  the  Play,  it  is  beft  done  in  jeft. 

Warburton. 

Ver.  34.  If  fecret  Gold  fap  on  from  knave  to  knave. ~\  The 
expreffion  is  fine,  and  giv^s  us  the  image  of  a  place  inverted  ; 
where  the  approaches  are  made  by  communications,  which  fupport 
one  another  :  juft  as  the  connexions  amongll  knaves,  after  they  have 
been  taken  in  by  a  ilate-engineer,  ferve  to  fcreen  and  encourage 
each  other's  private  corruptions.  '  Warburtom. 

Ver.  35.  beneath  the  Patrtofs  cloak,']  This  is  a  true  ftory, 
which  happened  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  to  an  unfufpeAed  old 
Patriot,  who  coming  out  at  the  back-door  from  having  been  do- 
feted  by  the  King,  where  he  had  received  a  large  bag  of  Guineas, 
the  burfting  of  the  bag  difcovered  his  bufinefs  there.  Pope. 

*'  Sir  Chriftopher  Mufgrave,  the  wifcft  man  of  the  pavty  (the 
Tories),  died  before  the  laft  Seffion  ;  and,  by  thtir  conduft  after 
his  death,  it  appeared  that  they  wanted  his  direAion  :  He  had 
been  at  the  head  of  the  oppcfition  that  was  made  in  the  laft  reign, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  but  he  gave  up  many  points  of 
great  importance  in  the  critical  minute;  for  which  I  have  good 
reafon  to  beheve  that  he  had  twelve  thouland  pounds  from  the  late 
King,  at  different  times."    Burnet  under  the  year  1705. 

Warburton. 
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Blefl;  paper- credit !  laft  and  befl:  fupply  ! 
That  lends  Corruption  lighter  wings  to  fly  !  40 

Gold  imp*d  by  thee,  can  compafs  hardefl:  things. 
Can  pocket  States,  can  fetch  or  carry  Kings ; 

A  fmgle 

NOTES. 

Ver.  39.  Bhjl  paper'Credil  /]  "  None  of  my  Works,"  faid  Pope 
to  Mr.  Spence,  "  was  more  laboured  than  my  Epillle  on  the  Ufe  of 
Riches."  It  does  indeed  abound  in  knowledge  of  h'fc,  and  in  the 
juftell  fatire.  The  lines  above  quoted  have  alfo  the  additional 
nierii;  of  touching  on  a  fubjedl  that  never  occurred  to  forrxjer  fatiritls. 
And  though  it  was  difficult  to  fay  any  thing  new  about  avarice, 
**  a  vice  tliat  has  been  fo  pelted,"  fays  Cowley,  "  with  good  fen- 
tences,"  yet  has  our  Author  done  it  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  this 
Epiille,  together  with  Lord  Bacon's  thirty-third  Eflay,  contains 
almoft  all  that  can  be  faid  on  .the  ufe  and  abufe  of  Riches,  and  the 
abfurd  extremes  of  avarice  and  profufion.  But  our  Poet  has 
enlivened  his  precepts  with  fo  many  various  charafters,  pidlures, 
and  images,  as  may  entitle  him  to  claim  the  preference  over  all  that 
have  treated  on  this  tempting  fubjeft,  down  from  the  time  of  the 
Plutus  of  Arillophanes.  That  very  lively  and  amidblc  old  noble- 
man, the  late  Lord  Bathurft,  told  me,  "  that  he  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  fee,  what  he  had  with  repeated  pleafure  fo  often  read  as 
an  epiftle  addrefTcd  to  himfelf,  in  this  edition  converted  into  a  dia- 
logue, in  which,"  faid  he,  "  I  perceive  I  make  but  a  fhabby  and 
ju'different  figure,  and  contribute  very  little  to  the  fpirit  of  the  dia- 
logue, if  it  mull  be  a  dialogue  ;  and  I  hope  I  had  generally  more 
to  fay  for  myfelf  in  the  many  charming  converfations  I  ufed  to 
hold  "with  Pope  and  Swift,  and  my  old  poetical  friends."  In 
truth  we  may  make  the  fame  objeclion  that  Perrault  is  faid  to 
have  done  to  the  tenth  fatire  of  Boileau  ;  "  I'auteiir  oubiie  qucl- 
qucfois  que  c'ell  un  dialogue  qu'il  compofe."  I  cannot  forbear 
adding,  that  Cicero  gives  to  his  friend  Atticus  a  very  firiall  ihai-e 
in  thofe  dialogues  in  whieh  he  himfelf  is  rtprefented  as  a  fpep.ker. 

\Vart()N. 

Ver.  42.  fetch  or  carry  Kinj^s  y^  I"  oi""  Author's  ti-nc,  many 
Princes  liad  been  fent  about  the  world,  and  great  changes  of 
Kings  projedled  in  Europe.     The  partition  treaty  had  UifpoUd  cf 

T  4  Spain  ; 
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A  fmgle  leaf  fhall  waft  an  Army  o'er^ 

Or  {hip  off.  Senates  to  a  diflant  Shore ; 

A  leaf,  like  Sibyl's,  fcatter  to  and  fro  45 

Our  fates  and  fortunes,  as  the  winds  fhall  blow : 

Pregnant  with  thoufands  flits  the  Scrap  unfeen, 

And  filent  fells  a  King,  or  buys  a  Queen. 

Oh !  that  fuch  bulky  Bribes  as  all  might  fee. 
Still,  as  of  old,  incumber'd  Villainy !  50 

Could  France  or  Rome  divert  our  brave  defigns. 
With  all  their  brandies  or  with,  all  their  wines  ? 

What 

VARIATION  S. 

After  Ver.  50.  in  the  MS. 

To  break  a  truft  were  Peter  brib'd  with  wine, 
Peter !   'twould  pofe  as  wife  a  head  as  thine. 

NOTES. 

Spain  ;  France  had  fet  up  a  King  for  England,  who  was  fent  to 
Scotland,  and  back  again  ;  King  Staniflaus  was  fent  to  Poland, 
and  back  again  ;  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  fent  to  Spain,  and  Don 
Carlos  to  Italy.  Pope. 

Ver.  44.  Or  Jhip  off"  Senates  to  a  diflant  Shore ;~\  Alludes  to 
feveral  Minifters,  Counfellors,  and  Patriots  banifhed  in  our  times 
to  Siberia,  and  to  that  more  glorious  fate  of  the  Parliament 
of  Paris,  banifhed  to  fontoife  in  the  year  1720.  Pope. 

Ver.  47.  Pregnant  iv'ith  ihoufands~\  Warburton  thinks  that  the 
Pfalmift,  in  his  exprefiion  of  "  walketh  in  darknefsy'^  fupplied  Pope 
with  the  "grandeur"  of  this  idea.  He  calls  the  imagery  of  the 
"  Scrap  that  jilts  vnfeen"  very  fublime,  and  thinks  it  alludes  to  the 
courfe  of  a  deftroying  peftilence. 

The  "grandeur"  of  the  image  is  not  fo  clear,  but  no  one  can 
be  infenfible  to  the  humour,  the  wit,  and  the  happy  combination 
of  the  circumftances. 

Ver.  48.  luys  a  Queen.~\  Another  ftroke  of  undeferved  fatire 
on  Queen  Caroline.  What  right  had  Pope  to  complain  of  the 
•*  whifper  vibrating  on  his  Sovereign's  ear,"  vi'hcn  he  never  omits 
an  opportunity  of  fhewing  his  contempt,  both  of  his  Sovereign, 
and  of  all  who  were  connected  with  him  ? 
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What   could   they  more   than  Knights   and  Squires 

confound. 
Or  water  all  the  Quorum  ten  miles  round  ? 
A  Statefman's  flumbers  how  this  fpeech  would  fpoil ! 
"  Sir,  Spain  has  fent  a  thoufand  jars  of  oil ;  ^6 

*'  Huge  bales  of  Britifh  cloth  blockade  the  door ; 
*'  A  hundred  oxen  at  your  levee  roar/* 

Poor  Avarice  one  torment  more  would  find ;  - 
Nor  could  Profufion  fquander  all  in  kind.  60 

Aftride  his  cheefe  Sir  Morgan  might  we  meet ; 
And  Worldly  crying  coals  from  ftreet  to  flreet. 
Whom  with  a  wig  fo  wild,  and  mien  fo  maz'd. 
Pity  miftakes  for  fome  poor  tradefman  craz'd. 
Had  Colepepper's  whole  wealth  been  hops  and  hogs. 
Could  he  himfelf  have  fent  it  to  the  dogs  ?  66 

His 

NOTES. 

Ver.  62..  Some  Mifers  of  great  wealth,  propnetors  of  the  coal- 
mines, had  entered  at  this  time  into  an  Aflbciation  to  keep  up 
coals  to  -an  extravagant  price,  whereby  the  poor  were  reduced 
almoft  to  ftarve  ;  till  one  of  them,  taking  the  advantage  of  under- 
ftUing  the  reft,  defeated  the  defign.  One  of  thefe  Mifers  was 
iworth  ten  thoufand,  another /even  thoufand  a  year.  Pope. 

Ver.  65.  Colepepper's'}  Sir  William  Colepepper,  Bart,  a 
Pcrfon  of  an  ancient  family  and  ample  fortune,  without  one  other 
quality  of  a  Gentleman,  who,  after  ruining  himfelf  at  the  Gam- 
ing-table, palTed  the  reft  of  his  days  in  fitting  there  to  fee  the  ruin 
of  others  ;  preferring  to  fubfift  upon  borrowing  and  begging, 
rather  than  to  enter  into  any  reputable  method  of  life,  and  refiifing 
a  Poft  in  the  army,  which  was  offered  him.  Pope. 

Ver.  65.  Had  Colepepper' s']    Thus  in  former  Editions,   - 
Had  Hawley's  fortune  lay'n  in  hops  and  hogs, 

,        Scarce  Hawley's  fclf  hed  fent  it  to  the  dogs. 

Wartow. 
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His  Grace  will  game  :  to  White's  a  Bull  be  led. 
With  fpurning  heels  and  with  a  butting  head. 
To  White's  be  carry'd,  as  to  ancient  games. 
Fair  Courfers,  Vafes,  and  alluring  Dames.  70 

Shall  then  Uxorio,  if  the  (lakes  he  fweep. 
Bear  home  fix  Whores,  and  make  his  Lady  weep? 
Or  foft  Adonis,  fo  perfum'd  and  fine, 
Drive  to  St.  James's  a  whole  herd  of  fwine  ? 
Oh  filthy  check  on  all  induflrious  fkill,  75 

To  fpoil  the  nation's  iaft  great  trade.  Quadrille ! 
Since  then,  my  Lord,  on  fuch  a  world  we  fall. 
What  fay  you  ?     B.  Say  ?   Why  take  it.  Gold  and 
all. 

P.  What 

VARIATIONS. 

'VzK.  yj.  Since  t/jen,  is'c.^   In  the  former  Editions, 
Well  then,  fince  with  the  world  we  Hand  or  fall, 
Come  take  it  as  we  find  it,  Gold  and  all. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  77.  Since  then,  my  Lord,  on  fuch  a  ivorld,  ^c.~\  Having 
thus  ironically  defcnbed  the  incumbrance  which  the  want  of 
money  would  occafion  to  all  criminal  excefles  by  the  abufe  of 
Riches,  particularly  to  Gaming,  which  being  now  become  of 
public  concern,  he  affecls  much  regard  to  : 
*'  Oh  filthy  check  on  all  induftrious  il<;ill, 

To  fpoil  the  nation's  Iaft  great  trade.  Quadrille  !" 

he  diftnifFes  the  previous  quejlion  without  deciding  on  it,  in   the 
idsat  ironical  vas^ntr, 

*',  Since  then,  my  Lord,  on  fuch  a  world  we  fall. 
What  fay  youi?     Say  ?  Why  take  it,  Gold  and  all." 

That  is,    fince  for  tbefe  great    purpofes  we    muft    have  Money 
let  us  novr  ferioujly  inquire  into  its  true  life. 

Warburton. 


Ep.IIL  moral  essays.  283 

p.  What  Riches  give  us  let  us  then  enquire : 

Meat,  Fire,  and  Clothes.  B.  What  more  ?  P.  Meat, 
Clothes,  and  Fire.  80 

Is 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  79.  What  Riches  give  us,  i^c.'\  He  examines  therefore  in 
thcjirjl  place  (from  ver.  78  to  97.),  I.  Of  what  ufe  Riches  are  to 
furj'elves  : 

"  What  Riches  give  us  let  us  then  enquire  : 

Meat,  Fire,  and  Clothes.  What  more  ?  Meat,  Clothes,  and 
Fire." 
The  mere  tarn  of  the  expreflion,  without  further  reafoning,  fhevvs 
that  all  the  infinite  ways  ot  ipcnding  on  ourfel'ues,  contrived  in  the 
hifolence  of  <wca!th,  by  thofe  who  would  more  than  live,  are  only 
thefe  three  things  diverfified  throughout  every  wearied  mode  of 
luxury  and  vvantonnefs. 

Yet  as  httle  as  this  is  (adds  the  Poet  from  ver.  81  to  85.)  it  is 
only  to  be  had  by  the  moderate  ufe  of  riclies  ;  Avarice  and  Profu- 
fion  not  allowing  the  poffeflbrs  of  the  mofl:  exorbitant  wealth  even 
this  little  ; 

"  Alas  !  'tis  more  than  Turner  finds  they  give. 
Alas  !  'tis  more  than  (all  his  vifions  pall) 
Unhappy  Wharton,  waking,  found  at  lall ! " 
But  what   is  it   you  would  expeft  them  to  give  ?  continues  the 
Poet    (from  ver.  84  to  91.).     Would  you  have  them  capable  of 
reftoring  thofe  real  blcffings,  which  men  have  loil  by  their  vices  or 
their  villainies ;  or  of  fatisfying  thufe  imaginary  ones,  which  they 
have  gotten  by  their  irregular  palTions  ?     Though  they  were,  with 
what  face  could  Japhet  demand  his  forfeit  noie  and  ears  ?  or  in 

what 

NOTES. 

Ver.  ^o.  Meat,  Fire,  and  C'ioihcs.'\  This  decifion  muft  be  allowed 
at  lead  the  merit  of  humility,  pretending  to  no  farther  knowledge 
of  the  ufe  of  Riches,  than  the  fupply  of  phyfical  wants.  .  The 
Poet's  Friend  is  not  highly  flattered  by  being  reprefented  infenfible 
to  the  moll  exalted  of  iiuman  enjoyments — to  t!ic  power  of  reliev- 
ing diilrcls,  and  to  leifurc  for  intcUeftual  improvement,  which  can- 
not be  obtained  without  a  competency. 

The  amiable  and  fenfible  Lord  Bathurfl,  as  he  himfelf  obferved, 
makes  but  an  indifferent  figure  in  the  Dialogue. 
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Is  this  too  little  ?  would  you  more  than  live  ? 

Alas !  'tis  more  than  Turner  finds  they  give. 

Alas !  'tis  more  than  (all  his  Vifions  part:) 

Unhappy  Wharton,  waking,  found  at  laft  I 

What  can  they  give  ?  to  dying  Hopkins,  Heirs  ;       85 

To  Chartres,  Vigour  ;  Japhet,  Nofe  and  Ears  ? 

Can 

COMMENTARY. 

what  language  could  Narfes  afk  for  the  gratification  of  appetites 
which  Nature  never  gave  ? 

But  now  admit,  purfues  our  Author  (from  ver.  90  to  97.),  that 
wealth  might,  in  fome  cafes,  alleviate  the  unmerited  miferies  of 
life,  by  procuring  medicines  both  for  the  mind  and  body  ;  it  is  not 
to  be  thought  that  it  fliould  operate  like  a  charm,  while  only  worn 
about  one  :  Yet  this,  thefe  poor  men  of  pelf  expeft  from  it  ;  while 
Aimrlce  on  the  one  hand,  withholds  them  from  giving  at  all,  even 
to  the  Doclor  in  extremity ;  or  Vanity  diverts  the  donation  from  a 
Friend  in  life,  to  the  Endowment  of  a  Cat  or  College  at  their  death. 
It  is  true.  Riches  might  beftow  the  greatefl  of  all  bleffings,  a  •«/>- 
tuous  confcmfnefs  of  our  having  employed  them  as  becomes  the 
fubjl'ttutes  of  Providence., 

"  To  eafe  or  emulate  the  care  of  Heav'n,"  Ver.  230. 
in  a£ls  of  Beneficence  and  Charity  ;  and  this  ufe  is  next  to  be 
confidered.  Warburton. 

NOTE  s. 

Ver.  B2.  Turner]  One  who,  being  poffeffed  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  laid  down  his  Coach,  becaufe  Intereft  was 
reduced  from  five  to  four^fr  cent,  and  then  put  feventy  thoufand 
into  the  Charitable  Corporation  for  better  Intereft  ;  which  fum 
having  loft,  he  took  it  fo  much  to  heart,  that  he  kept  his  chamber 
ever  after.  It  ia  thought  he  would  not  have  outlived  it,  but  that 
he  was  heir  to  another  confiderable  eftate,  which  he  daily  expecEled, 
and  <that  by  this  courfe  of  life  he  faved  both  clothes  and  all  other 
cxpences.  Pope. 

Ver.  84.  Unhappy  Wharton,']  A  Nobleman  of  great  qualities, 
but  as  unfortunate  in  the  application  of  them^  as  if  they  had  been 
vices  and  foUies.     See  his  Charafter  in  the  firft  Epiftle.  Pope. 

Ver.  85.  Hopkins,]  A  Citizen,  whofe  rapacity  obtained  him 
the  name  of  Vulture  Hopkins.     He  lived  worthlefs,  but  died  luorlh 

7  tbrte 
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Can  they,  in  gems  bid  pallid  Hippia  glow. 

In  Fulvia's  buckle  eafe  the  throbs  below : 

Or  heal,  old  Narfes,  thy  obfcener  ail. 

With  all  th'  embroidery  plaifter*d  at  thy  tail  ?  go 

They  might  (were  Harpax  not  too  wife  to  fpend) 

Give  Harpax  felf  the  bleffing  of  a  Friend  j 

Or  find  fome  Dodlor  that  would  fave  the  life 

Of  wretched  Shylock,  fpite  of  Shylock's  Wife  : 

But  thoufands  die,  without  or  this  or  that,  95 

Die,  and  endow  a  College,  or  a  Cat. 

To 

NOTES. 

three  hundred  thou/and  pounds,  which  he  would  give  to  no  perfon 
living,  but  left  it  fo  as  not  to  be  inherited  till  after  the  fecond 
generation.  His  counfel  rcprefenting  to  him  how  many  years  it 
muft  be  before  this  could  take  efteft,  and  that  his  money  could 
only  lie  at  intereft  all  that  time,  he  expreffed  great  joy  thereat, 
and  faid,  "  They  would  then  be  as  long  in  fpending,  as  he  had  been 
in  getting  it."  But  the  Chancery  afterwards  fet  afide  the  will, 
and  gave  it  to  the  heir  at  law.  Pope. 

Ver.  86.  jfaphet,  Nofe  and  Ears  ?~\  Japhet  Crook,  alias  Sir 
Peter  Stranger,  was  punifhed  with  the  lofs  of  thofc  parts,  for  hav- 
ing forged  a  conveyance  of  an  eftate  to  himfelf,  upon  which  he 
took  up  feveral  thoufand  pounds.  He  wa.s  at  the  fame  time  fued 
in  Chancery  for  having  fraudulently  obtained  a  Will,  by  which  he 
pofTcfTed  another  confidcrable  eftate,  in  wrong  of  the  brother  of 
the  dcceafed.  By  thefe  means  he  was  nvorth  a  great  fum,  which 
(in  reward  for  the  fmall  lofs  of  his  ears)  he  enjoyed  in  prifon  till 
his  death,  and  quietly  left  to  his  executor.  Pope. 

Ver.  90.  Or  heal,  old  Narfes,  Cffr.]  Pope  followed  Lord  Cob- 
ham's  fenfible  advice,  in  (hortening  the  character  of  the  Old 
Debauchee.  How  much  more  ofTenfive  are  fome  of  thcfe 
images  ! 

Ver.  96.  Die,  and  endoiv  a  College,  or  a  Cat.']  A  famous 
Duchcfs  of  R.  in  her  laft  Will  left  confidcrable  legacies  and 
annuities  to  her  Cats.  Pope. 

This 
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To  fome,  indeed,  Heav'n  grants  the  happier  fate, 
T*  enrich  a  Baftard,  or  a  Son  they  hate. 

Perhaps  you  think  the  Poor  might  have  their  part  ? 
Bond  damns   the  Poor,   and   hates  them  from  his 
heart:  loo 

The 

COMM  ENTARY. 

Ver.  97.  To  fome,  indeed^  l^c.~\  For  now  the  Poet  comes,  int 
thefecond  place,  to  examine,  II.  Of  'what  vfe  Riches  are  to  others  ; 
which  he  teaches,  as  is  his  way  throughout  this  Poem,  by  the 
abufe  that  ftands  oppofed  to  it :  Thus  he  fliews  (from  ver.  96  to 
107.),  that  with  regard  to  a£ls  of  beneficence,  the  utmoft  Heaven 
will  grant  to  thofe  who  fo  greatly  abufe  its  bleflings,  is  either  to 
enrich  fome  favourite  Baflard,  and  fo  perpetuate  their  vice  and 
infamy  ;  or  elfe,  contrary  to  their  intent,  a  legitimate  Son  they 
hated,  and  fo  expofe  to  public  fcorn  and  ridicule,  the  defeat  of 
their  unnatural  cruelty.  But  with  regard  to  a6ts  of  charity,  they 
are  given  up  to  fo  reprobate  a  fenfe,  as  to  believe  they  are  then 
feconding  the  dellgns  of  Heaven,  when  they  purfue  the  indigent 
with  imprecations,  or  leave  them  in  the  midft  of  their  diftrefles 
unrelieved,  as  the  common  enemies  of  God  and  Man. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

This  benefaftrefs  w^as  no  other  than  La  Belle  Stuart  of  the 
Comte  de  Grammont ;  and  her  endowment  was  not  a  proper  obje6l 
of  fatire.  The  real  truth  was,  that  flie  left  annuities  to  certain 
female  friends,  with  the  burden  of  maintaining  fome  of  her  cats  ;  a 
delicate  way  of  providing  for  poor,  and  probably,  proud  gentle- 
women, without  making  them  feel  that  they  owed  their  hvelihood 
to  her  mere  liberality.  Warton. 

Ver.  100.  Bond  damns  the  Poor,  l^c.~\  This  Epiftle  was  written 
in  the  year  1730,  when  a  corporation  was  eftablifhed  to  lend  money 
to  the  poor  upon  pledges,  by  the  name  of  the  Charitable  Corpora- 
t'lon  ;  but  the  whole  was  turned  only  to  an  iniquitous  method  of 
enriching  particular  people,  to  the  ruin  of  fuch  numbers,  that  it 
became  a  parliamentary  concern  to  endeavour  the  relief  of  thofe 
unhappy  fufFerers  ;  and  three  of  the  managers,  who  were  members 
of  the  Houfe,  were  expelled.     By  the  report  of  the  Committee 

appointed 
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The  grave  Sir  Gilbert  holds  it  for  a  rule 

That  ev'ry  man  in  want  is  knave  or  fool ; 

"  God  cannot  love  (fays  Blunt,  with  tearlefs  eyes) 

"  The  wretch  he  ftarves" — and  pioufly  denies : 

But  the  good  Bifliop,  with  a  meeker  air,  105 

Admits,  and  leaves  them,  Providence's  care. 

Yet, 

NOTES. 

appointed  to  inquire  into  that  iniquitous  affair,  it  appears,  that 
when  it  was  objeAed  to  the  intended  removal  of  the  office,  that 
the  Poor,  for  whofe  ufe  it  was  erefted,  would  be  hurt  by  it» 
Bond,  one  of  the  Direftors,  replied.  Damn  the  Poor.  That 
"  God  hates  the  poor,"  and,  "  That  every  man  in  want  is  either 
knave  or  fool,"  &c.  were  the  genuine  apothegms  of  fome  of  the 
Perfons  here  mentioned.  Pope. 

Ver.  105.  But  the  good  Bifiopy  fe'r.]  In  the  place  of  this 
imaginary  B'ljhop,  and  in  the  firil  Dialogue  of  1738,  the  Poet  had 
named  a  very  worthy  Perfon  of  condition,  who,  for  a  courfe  of 
many  years,  had  fliined  in  public  ftations  much  to  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  his  country.  But  being  at  once  oppreflVd  by  popu- 
lar prejudice  and  a  public  cenfure,  it  was  no  wonder  the  Poet,  to 
whom  he  was  perfonally  a  ftrangcr,  fhould  think  hardly  of  him.  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  well  known  to  that  truly  illnftrious  Perfon, 
and  to  be  greatly  obliged  by  him.  From  my  intimate  knowledge 
of  his  charafter,  I  was  fully  perfuadcd  of  his  innocence,  and  that 
he  was  unwarily  drawn  in  by  a  pack  of  infamous  Cheats,  to  his 
great  lofs  of  fortune  as  well  as  reputation.  At  my  requcft  and 
information,  therefore,  the  Poet  with  much  fatisfadlion  retr?.6ltd, 
and  Ilruck  out,  in  both  places,  his  ill-grounded  cenfure.  I  have 
fince  had  the  pleafure  to  underlland,  from  the  bcft  authority,  that 
thefe  favourable  fentiments  of  him  have  of  late  been  fully  juflificd 
in  the  courfe  of  {oxv.^  proceedings  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
the  moil  unerring  invcftigator  of  Truth  and  Falfehood. 

Warburton. 

This  proceeding  certainly  does  great  honour  to  Dr.  Warburton's 
gratitude  and  fricndfliip.  Sir  R.  gave  him  the  living  of  Brand- 
broughton  ;  and  the  letter  he  wrote  in  liis  vindication  appears  in 
p.  144.  of  his  Life  by  Bifliop  Hurd.  Wartos. 
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Yet,  to  be  jufl:  to  thefe  poor  men  of  pelf, 
Each  does  but  hate  his  neighbour  as  himfelf : 

Damn'd 

COMM  ENTAR  Y. 

Ver.  107.  Teti  to  he  ju/l,  i^cJ]  Having  thus  (hewn  the  true 
vfe  of  Riches  in  a  defcription  of  the  abufe  j  and  how  that  ufe 
is  perpetually  defeated  by  profujion  and  avarice  ;  it  was  natural  to 
inquire  into  the  fpring  and  original  of  thefe  vices ;  as  the  mif- 
chiefs  they  occafion  mufl:  be  well  underftood,  before  they  can  be 
correfted.  The  difpofition  of  his  matter,  therefore,  now  calls 
upon  him  to  come  to  the  Philofophy  of  his  fubjeft  :  And  he  exa- 
mines particularly  into  the  Motives  of  Avarice :  But  what  is 
obfervable,  he,  all  along,  fatirically  intermixes  with  the  real 
motives,  feveral  imaginary  ;  and  thofe  as  wild  as  imagination  could 
conceive.  This,  which  at  firft  fight  might  feem  to  vitiate  the 
purpofe  of  his  philcfophical  inquiry,  is  found,  when  duly  confi- 
dered,  to  have  the  higheft  art  of  defign.  His  bufinefs,  the  reader 
fees,  was  to  prove  that  the  real  motives  had  the  utmoft  extrava- 
gancy :  Nothing  could  more  conduce  to  this  end,  than  the  fetting 
them  by,  and  comparing  them  with,  the  moft  whimfical  the  fancy 
itfelf  could  invent ;  in  which  fituation  it  was  feen,  that  the  real  were 
full  as  wild  as  the  fiftitious.  To  give  thefe  images  all  the  force 
they  are  capable  of,  he  firil  defcribes  (from  ver.  118  to  123.)  the 
real  motive,  and  an  imaginary  one  different  from  the  real,  in  the 
fame  per/on ;  and  then  (from  ver.  122  to  133.)  an  imaginary  one, 
and  a  real  the  veiy  fame  with  the  imaginary,  in  different  perfons. 
This  addrefs  the  Poet  himfelf  hints  at,  ver.  155. 

"  Lefs  mad  the  wildeft  whimfey  we  can  frame,"  &c. 
Let  me  obferve,  that  this  has  flill  a  further  beauty,  arifing  from 
the  nature  of  the  poem,  which  (as  we  have  fhewn)  is  partly  fati- 
rical,  and  partly  philofophical.  With  regard  to  the  particular 
beauties  of  this  difpofition,  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  one ;  where 
the  Poet  introduces  the  fidlitious  motive  of  Blunt's  avarice,  by  a 
wizard's  prophecy  : 

"  At 

NOTES. 

Ver.  105.  But  the  good  Byhop,~\  Formerly  thus: 
But  rcv'rend  Sutton,  with  a  fofter  air 
Admits  and  leaves  them- Warton. 
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DamnM  to  the  Mines,  an  equal  fate  betides 

The  Slave  that  digs  it,  and  the  Slave  that  hides. 
B.  Who  fuffer  thus,  mere  Charity  fhould  own,      1 1 1 

Mud  a6t  on  motives  powerful,  tho*  unknown. 
P.  Some  War,  fome  Plague,  or  Famine  they  forefee. 

Some  Revelation  hid  from  you  and  me.  1 14 

Why  Shylock  wants  a  meal,  the  caufe  is  found, 

He  thinks  a  Loaf  will  rife  to  fifty  pound. 

What  made  Dire£lors  cheat  in  South-fea  year  ? 

To  live  on  Ven'fon  when  it  fold  fo  dear. 

Afk  you  why  Phryne  the  whole  Au6lion  buys  ? 

Phryne  forefees  a  general  Excife.  120 

Why 

COMMENTARY. 

♦*  At  length  Corruption,  like  a  gen'ral  ilood> 
(So  long  by  watchful  Minifters  withftood) 
Shall  deluge  all ;  and  ^v'rice  creeping  on, 
Spread  like  a  low-bom  mift,  and  blot  the  Sun,"  &c. 
•*  See  Britain  funk  in  lucre's  fordid  charmp. 

And  France  reveng'd  on  Anne's  and  Edward's  arms  !'* 
For  it  was  the  Poet's  purpofe  to  fliew,  that  the  main  and  principal 
abuftoi  Riches  arifes  from  Avarick.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  109.  Damned  to  the  Mines,']  This  is  plainly  taken  from 
the  Caufes  of  the  Decay  of  Chriftian  Piety.  *'  It  has  always  been 
held,"  fays  this  excellent  writer,  **  the  fevcreft  treatment  of  flaves 
and  malefaftors,  damnare  ad  metallay  to  force  them  to  dig  in  the 
mines  :  now  this  is  the  covetous  man's  lot,  from  which  he  is  never 
to  expeft  areleafe.  -    Warton. 

Ver.  118.  To  /he  on  F'en'/on']  In  the  extravacjance  and  luxury 
of  the  South-fea  year,  the  price  of  a  haunch  of  Venifon  was  from 
three  to  five  pounds.  ■     Pope. 

Ver.  120.  general  Excifet~\  Many  people,  about  the  year  I733» 
had  a  conceit  that  fuch  a  thing  was  intended,  of  which  it  is  not 
improbable  this  lady  might  have  fome  intimation.  Pope. 

VOL.  III.  U 
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Why  fhc  and  Sappho  raife  that  monftrous  fum  ? 
Alas  !  they  fear  a  man  will  eoft  a  plum. 

Wife  Peter  fees  the  World's  refpe6t  for  Gold, 
And  therefore  hopes  this  Nation  may  be  fold : 

Glorious 


Ver.  J2l»  ^h.  fi'  and  Sappho']  See  Note  to  the  Letter 
to  Lord  Hervey. 

Ver.  123.  Wife  Peter]  Peter  Walter,  a  perfon  not  only 
eminent  in  the  wifdom  of  his  profeffion,  as  a  dextrous  atiomeyr 
but  allowed  to  be  a  good,  if  not  a  fafe,  conveyancer ;  extremely 
refpefted  by  the  Nobility  of  this  land,  though  free  from  all  man- 
ner of  luxury  and  ollentation  :  his  Wealth  was  never  feen,  and  his 
Bounty  never  heard  of,  except  to  his  own  fon,  for  whom  he  pro- 
cured an  employment  of  confiderable  profit,  of  which  he  gave  him 
as"  much  as  was  nece/fary.  Therefore  the  taxing  this  gentleman 
with  any  Ambition,  is  certainly  a  great  wrong  to  him.  Pope. 

Peter  Walter-  purchafed  Stalbridge  Park,  near  Sherborne, 
a  feat  of  the  Boyle  Family,  now  in  poflefiion  of  the  Earl  of 
Uxbridge,  where  he  lived  many  years.  He  was  a  neighbour  of 
Henry  Fielding,  who  lived  at  Eaft  Stour,  about  four  miles  diftant, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  charafter  defcribed  by  him  in  Tom 
Jones,  the  important  "  Peter  Pounce." 

"  The  manor  of  Stalbridge  was  purchafed  by  Peter  Walter, 
Efq.  who  was  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  fteward  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  other  Noblemen  and 
Gentlemen.  He  acquired  an  immenfe  fortune,  reprefented  the 
borough  of  Br'idport  in  ParUamenty  and  died  1745,  at.  83." 

Hiftor>'  of  Dorfet. 

He  refided,  during  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  in  a  fpacious  man- 
fion  within  this  Manor,  where  fome  particulars  of  him  are  ftill  re- 
membered. He  had  been  aflifted  in  making  a  favourite  purchafe  by 
9^  dependant,  who  confequently  expefted  a  compenfation  :  Mr.  W. 
refufed  making  any  at  his  own  expence,  but  promifed  to  reward 
him  at  the  expence  oi  fome  other  perfon.  He  accordingly  prevailed 
pn  a  neighbouring  Baronet  to  leafe  to  him  a  part  of  his  demefne 
lands  on  terms  fo  unufually  advantageous,  that  they  could  not 
efcape  obfervation  ;  the  taxes  and  parochial  impofls  being  charged 
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Glorious  Ambition !  Peter,  fwell  thy  ftore,  125 

And  be  what  Rome*s  great  Didius  was  before. 
The  Crown  of  Poland,  venal  twice  an  age. 
To  jufl  three  millions  ftinted  modefl  Gage. 

But 

NOTES,  , 

on  the  occupier  of  the  adjoining  farm.  The  eftate  is  ftill  pofleffed 
by  a  daughter  of  the  leffee,  with  all  the  advantages  attached  to  it. 
A  charafteriftic  fcene  was  defcribed  by  a  fon  of  his  bailiff,  who, 
when  a  boy,  attended  his  father  in  an  evening  on  bufinefs  at  the 
Manor-Houfe.  They  found  its  poflcffor  fitting  without  light  in  a 
fmall  room  communicating  with  the  kitchen.  On  their  approach 
he  applied  a  dry  rafpberry  ftick  to  his  fire,  and  Hghted  a  fmall 
candle  which  ftood  on  the  table  before  him  ;  but  finding,  on 
enquiry,  that  the  prefent  bufinefs  required  no  hght,  he  extinguifhed 
the  candle,  and  continued  the  converfation  in  the  dark.  Notwith- 
ftanding  his  rigid  parfimony,  he  exafted  the  refpeft  ufually  paid 
to  opulence  ;  for  obferving  that  the  youth  had  continued  with  his 
hat  on,  fuppofing  no  extraordinary  deference  due  to  the  great 
man's  appearance,  he  rated  him  violently  for  his  rufticity  and 
inattention. 

The  ftory  of  the  "  Mifer  and  the  Candle,"  is  not  uncommon  : 
but  I  have  this  account  from  undoubted  authority.  The  other 
anecdote  (hews  the  propriety  of  Pope's  epithet,  "  Wife  Peter." 

Ver.  126.  Rome's  great  DiJius']  A  Roman  lawyer,  fo  rich  as 
to  purchafe  the  Empire  when  it  was  fct  to  falc  upon  the  death  of 
Pertinax.  Pope. 

Ver.  127.  T/}e  Crown  of  Poland^  l^c."^  The  two  perfons  here 
mentioned  were  of  Quality,  each  of  whom  in  the  Mifliflippi 
defpifcd  to  realize  above  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  Gen- 
tleman with  a  view  to  the  purchafe  of  the  Crown  of  Poland,  the 
Lady  on  a  vifion  of  the  like  royal  nature.  They  fince  retired  into 
Spain,  where  they  are  ftill  in  fearch  of  gold  in  the  mines  of  the 
Afturies.  Pope. 

A  country  devoted  to  ruin  by  its  ambitious  and  unjuft  neigh- 
bours ;  who  deferve  the  fcvereft  flrokes  of  fuch  a  fatirift  as  our 
Author.  Warton. 

Ver.  \iZ.  flinted  modtjl  Gage."^  "  The  names  of  thefe  two  per- 
fons were  Mr.  Gage,  and  Lady  Mary  Herbert,  daughter  of  WiU 

V  z  liam 
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But  nobler  fcenes  Maria's  dreams  unfold. 
Hereditary  realms,  and  worlds  of  Gold.  130 

Congenial  fouls  !  whofe  life  one  Av*rice  joins. 
And  one  fate  buries  in  th'  Afturian  Mines. 

Much  injur*d  Blunt !  why  bears  he  Britain's  hate  ? 
A  wizard  told  him  in  thefe  words  our  fate : 

«  At 

NOTES. 

liam  Marquis  of  Powis,  who,  dying  Oftober  1745,  left  in  the 
hands  of  his  executors  and  truftees  an  annuity  of  200I.  a-year  to 
be  paid  to  the  ufe  of  this  daughter,  not  for  the  payment  of  her 
many  debts  which  flie  had  contrafted,  but  to  keep  her  from  want- 
ing neceflaries.  Wilham  Marquis  of  Powis,  fon  of  the  former,  liti- 
gated the  faid  will,  but  died  while  the  fuit  was  pending  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court,  leaving  the  refidue  of  the  lands  and  profits  of 
his  eftates,  after  his  debts  (hould  be  paid,  in  the  hands  of  truftees 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Arthur,  then  Lord 
Herbert,  afterwards  Earl  of  Powis,  with  whom  he  had  no  rela- 
tion, friendfliip,  or  acquaintance  ;  which  Arthur  afterwards  mar- 
ried Barbara  Herbert,  niece  and  heir  at. law  of  the  latter  Earl 
Powis.  This  man,  l>y  fair  promifes  and  threats,  got  the  truftees 
of  the  firft  Earl  to  agree  in  obtaining  adminiftration  with  the  will 
and  codicil  of  the  Marquis  the  father,  annexed  in  May  1749,  and 
then  repented  paying  the  annuity  of  200L  to  Mary  Herbert, 
daughter  of  the  faid  Marquis.  As  fhe  now  refided  in  France,  fhe 
had  obtained  a  promife  there  of  being  made  Dame  of  Honour  to 
the  Queen  of  France  ;  which  Lord  Herbert  hearing  of,  went  out 
of  England  to  difl'uade  her  from  accepting  it,  as  being  a  difgracc 
to  her  and  the  family  ;  and  promifed  he  would  pay  her  all  the 
arrears  of  the  annuity  of  2Col.  due  by  her  father's  will,  and  would 
give  her,  over  and  above,  200].  a-year  more.  This  he  never  per- 
formed, till  after  feveral  fuits  of  law  the  caufe  was  brought  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  who  decreed  both  her  annuities  to  be  paid,  with 
all  arrears  due  in  the  year  1766.  Throughout  a  long  life,  fo  Httle 
difference  has  this  lady  found  between  dreams  and  reaUties." 

From  MSS.  Notes  of  Mr.  Bowyer. 
Warton. 
Ver.  133.  Much  injur' d Blunt !'\   Sir  John  Blunt,  originally 
a  fcrivener,  was  one  of  the  firft  projedors  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, 
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"  At  length  Corruption,  like  a  gen'ral  flood,        135 
"  (So  long  by  watchful  Miniders  withftood,) 
"  Shall  deluge  all ;  and  Av*rice  creeping  on, 
"  Spread  like  a  low-born  mift,  and  blot  the  Sun ; 
**  Statefman  and  Patriot  ply  alike  the  flocks, 
*'  Peerefs  and  Butler  fliare  alike  the  Box,  140 

"  And  Judges  job,  and  Bifliops  bite  the  town, 
**  And  mighty  Dukes  pack  cards  for  half  a  crown. 
"  See  Britain  funk  in  lucre's  fordid  charms, 
**  And  France  reveng'd  on  Anne's  and  Edward's 
«  arms!" 

*Twas 

NOTES. 

pany,  and  afterwards  one  of  the  direflors  and  chief  managers  of 
the  famous  fcheme  in  1720.  He  was  alfo  one  of  thofe  who  fuf- 
fered  moft  feverely  by  the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  on  the  faid 
direftors.  He  was  a  Diffenter  of  a  moll  religious  deportment,  and 
profeffed  to  be  a  great  believer.  Whether  he  did  really  credit  the 
prophecy  here  mentioned  is  not  certain,  but  it  was  conftantly  in 
this  very  ftyle  he  declaimed  againft  the  corruption  and  luxury  of 
the  Age,  the  partiality  of  Parliaments,  and  the  mifery  of  Party- 
fpirit.  He  was  particularly  eloquent  againft  Avarice  in  great  and 
noble  perfons,  of  which  he  had  indeed  lived  to  fee  many  miferable 
examples.     He  died  in  the  year  1732.  Pope. 

Ver.  137.  ^-uVrVe  creeping  o«, 

Spread  like  a  low-born  mift,  and  blot  the  Sun  ;] 
The  fimilitude  is  extremely  appofite,  implying  that  this  vice  is  of 
bafe  and  mean  original ;  hatched  and  nurfed  up  among  Scriveners 
and  Stock-jobbers,  and  unknown,  till  of  late,  to  the  Nobles  of 
this  land  :  But  now,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  flic  rears  her  head,  and 
afpires  to  cover  the  moft  illuftrious  ftations  in  her  dark  and  pefti- 
lential  fliade.  The  Sun,  and  other  luminaries  of  Heaven,  fignify- 
ing,  in  the  high  eaftern  ftyle,  the  Grandees  and  Nobles  of  the 
earth.     Scribl.  Warburton, 

The  interpretation  is  here  ftraincd,  but  the  illuftration  is  correft 
and  beautiful. 

U3 
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*Twas  no  Court-badge,   great  Scrivener !   fir'd  thy 
brain,  145 

Nor  lordly  Luxury,  nor  City  Gain : 
No,  'twas  thy  righteous  end,  afliam'd  to  fee 
Senates  degenerate,  Patriots  difagree. 
And  nobly  wifhing  Party-rage  to  ceafe. 
To  buy  both  fides,  and  give  thy  Country  peace.     150 

"  All  this  is  madnefs,'*  cries  a  fober  fage  : 
But  who,  my  friend,  has  reafon  in  his  rage  ? 

"  The 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  151.  "  ^11  this  is  madnefsy^  Sff^.]  But  now  the  Sage,  who 
has  confined  himfelf  to  3ooij,  which  prefcribe  the  government  of  the 
pqjftons ;  and  never  looked  out  upon  the  world,  where  he  might 
fee  them  let  ioofe,  and,  like  Milton's  devils,  riding  the  air  in 
whirlwind,  cries  out,  All  this  is  madnefs.  True,  replies  the  Poet 
(from  ver.  151  to  177-))  but  this  madnefs  is  a  common  one  ;  and 
only  to  be  prevented  by  a  fevere  attention  to  the  rule  laid  down  in 
the  EJfay, 

"  Reafon  flill  ufe,  to  Reafon  ftill  attend ;"         Ep.  ii.  ver.  68. 
for  amongft   the   generality  of  men,   and  without  the  greateft 
circumfpeftion, 

**  The  ruling  Pafftont  be  it  what  it  will, 
The  ruling  Pajfton  conquers  Reafon  flill," 
But  then  (continues  he),  as fenfelefs as  thispaffion  appears,  by  the 
fway  of  its  overbearing  bias,  it  would  be  ftill  more  fenfelefs  had  it 
no  bias  at  all  :  You  have  feen  us  here  intermix  with  the  real,  the 
moftyan^^/Va/ and  extravagant  that  imagination  could  invent;  yet 
even  thefe  are  lefs  extravagant  than  a  ruling  Paffion  without  a  con- 
fiant  aim.  Would  you  know  the  reafon  ?  then  liilen  to  this  impor- 
tant truth  :  "  'Tis  Heaven  itfelf  that  gives  the  ruling  Pajfton, 
and  thereby  direfls  different  men  to  different  ends :  But  thefe 
being  exerted  through  the  miniftry  of  Nature   (of  whom  the 

great 

NOTES. 

Ver.  145".  Jir^d  thy  hrain,~\  A  Court -badge  firing  the  brain,  is 
furely  an  uncouth  and  improper  expreflion.  Warton. 
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'*  The  Ruling  Paflion,  be  it  what  it  will, 

*'  The  Ruling  Paflion  conquers  Reafon  ftill.** 

Lefs  mad  the  wildeft  whimfey  we  can  frame,  155 

Than  ev*n  that  Paflion,  if  it  has  no  Aim ; 

For  tho*  fuch  motives  Folly  you  may  calf. 

The  Folly's  greater  to  have  none  at  all. 

Hear 

COMMENTARY. 

great  Philofopher  truly  obfcrves,  modum  tenere  nefcia  ejlt  Aug. 
Scient.  1.  ii.  c.  13.),  they  are  very  apt  to  run  into  extremes:  To 
correft  which,  Heaven,  at  the  fame  time,  added  the  moderatrix 
Reafon;  not  to  take  the  ruRng  Paffton  out  of  the  hands  and 
lainiftry  of  Naturct  but  to  reftrain  and  redify  its  irregular 
impulfes  {itt  J^ay^  Ep.ii.  ver.  151,  Iff  feq.)  ;  and  what  extremes, 
after  this,  remained  uncorredled  in  the  adminiilration  of  this  iveak 
^leen  (ver.  140.  Ep.  ii.),  the  Divine  Artift  himfelf  has,  in  his 
heavenly  fkill  and  bounty,  fet  to  rights  ;  by  fo  ordering,  that  thef* 
of  the  moral  world,  like  thofe  of  the  natural,  ftuMild,  even  by  the 
very  means  of  their  contrariety  and  diverfity,  concur  to  defeat  the 
malignity  of  one  another  : 

"  Extremes  in  Nature  equal  good  produce. 
Extremes  in  Man  concur  to  gen'ral  ufe.'* 
For  as  the  various  feafons  of  the  year  are  fupported  and  fuftaincd 
by  the  reconciled  extremes  of  Wet  and  Dry,  Ccld  and  Hea$ ;  Co  all 
the  orders  and  decrees  of  civil  life  are  kept  up  by  yfvarice  and 
Profufton,  Selfijbnejs  and  Vau'tty.  The  Mifer being  but  the  Steward 
of  the  Prodigal ;  and  only  fo  much  the  more  backward  as  the 
other  is  precipitate : 

"  This  year  a  Refervoir,  to  keep  and  fpare  ; 

The  next,  a  Fountain,  fpouting  thro'  his  Heir," 

Warburtok. 


Ver.  154.  conquers  Reafon J\ll.'\   Sec  what  is  faid  before  of  the 
pernicious  tenet  of  a  Ruling  Paflion.  Warton. 

Ver.  158.  The  Folly* s  greater'^  Verbatim  from  Rochefoucault. 

Warton. 

¥4 
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-    Hear  then  the  truth :  "  *TIs  Heav'n  each  Paflion 

"  fends, 
"  And  different  men  dire£ls  to  diff'rent  ends.        1 60 
"  Extremes  in  Nature  equal  good  produce, 
"  Extremes  in  Man  concur  to  gen'ral  ufe.'* 
Afk  me  what  makes  one  keep,  and  one  beftow  ? 
That  Pow'r  who  bids  the  Ocean  ebb  and  flow. 
Bids  feed-time,  harveft,  equal  courfe  maintain,      1 6^ 
Thro'  reconciled  extremes  of  drought  and  rain. 
Builds  Life  on  Death,  on  Change  Duration  founds. 
And  gives  th'  eternal  wheels  to  know  their  rounds. 

Riches,  like  infefts,  when  conceal'd  they  lie. 
Wait  but  for  wings,  and  in  their  feafon  fly.  170 

Who  fees  pale  Mammon  pine  amidfl  his  fl:ore. 
Sees  but  a  backward  fl:eward  for  the  Poor ; 
This  year  a  Refervoir,  to  keep  and  fpare ; 
The  next,  a  Fountain,  fpouting  thro*  his  Heir, 
In  lavifli  ftreams  to  quench  a  Country's  third,        175 
And  men  and  dogs  fhall  drink  him  till  they  burft. 

Old  Cotta  Iham'd  his  fortune  and  his  birth. 
Yet  was  not  Cotta  void  of  wit  or  worth  : 

What 

COMMENTARY. 

VER.177.  OU  Cotta  Jham'd  his  fortune,  l^c.']  The  Poet  now 
proceeds  to  fupport  the  principles  of  his  Philofophy  by  examples  ; 
but  before  we  come  to  thefe,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  look  back 
upon  the  general  economy  of  the  Poem. 

In 

NOTES. 

Ver.  173.  This  year  a  Refervoir,']  The  fame  comparifon  was 
before  ufed  by  Young,  Sat.  vi.  line  34.  Pope  colledted  gold  from 
many  a  dunghill;  for  this  allufion  is  taken  from  Fuller's  Church 
Hillory,  p.  28.  Warton 
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What  tho*  (the  ufe  of  harb*rous  fpits  forgot) 
His  kitchen  vy'd  in  coolnefs  with  his  grot  ?  1 80 

His  court  with  nettles,  moats  with  creffes  ftor'd, 
With  foups  unbought  and  fallads  blefs'd  his  board  ? 

If 

COMMENTARY. 

In  the  firft  part,  to  ver.  109  the  ufe  and  ahuje  of  Riches  are 
fat'trically  delivered  \n  precept.  From  thence  to  ver.  177,  the  caufes 
of  the  abufe  ■Mi.  philofophically  inquired  into  :  And  from  thence  to 
the  end,  the  ufe  znA.' abufe  are  h'lflor'ically  illuftrated  by  examples. 
Where  we  may  obf^rve,  that  the  conclufion  of  the  Jirjl  part, 
concernih,-;  the  Mifer's  cruehy  to  others,  naturally  introduceth 
thtfeconJ.,  by  a  fatirical  apology,  which  fhews  that  he  is  full  as 
cruel  to  himfelf :  The  explanation  of  this  extraordinary  phasno- 
menon  brings  the  Author  into  the  Philofophy  of  his  fubjeft  ;  and 
this  ending  in  an  obfervation  cf  ylvarlce  and  Proftijion^s  corre^ing 
and  reconciling  one  another,  as  naturally  introduces  the  third, 
which  proves  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  from  fad.  And  thus 
the  Philofophy  of  his  fubjeft  (landing  between  his  Precepts  and 
Examples,  gives  ftrength  and  light  to  both,  and  receives  it  refle<Sed 
back  again  from  both. 

He  firft  gives  us  two  examples  (from  ver.  176  to  219.)  of  thefe 
oppofite  ruling  Pajftons,  and  (to  fee  them  in  their  full  force)  taken 
from  fubje6ls,  as  he  tells  us,  not  void  of 'wit  or  ivorth  ;  from  fiich 
as  could  rcafon  themfclvcs  as  we  fee  by  ver.  183,  Ifj  fq.  and 
ver.  205,  is'feq.)  into  the  whole  length  of  each  extreme  :  For  the 
Poet  had  obferved  of  the  ruling  Pajfion,  that 

"  Wit,  Spirit,  Faculties,  but  make  it  worfe  ; 
Reafon  itfelf  but  gives  it  edge  and  power." 

Effay,  Ep.  ii.  Ter.  146. 
Old  Cotta  and  his  Son  therefore  afforded  him  the  moft  happy 
illuflration  of  his  dodlrine.  Warburtos. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  181.  H'u  court  tvith  nettles^  ^c,"]  Dr.  Warton  has  taken 
from  this  ftriking  paffage  occafion  to  point  out  the  necefTitv,  in 
Poetry,    of  ufing    diftindt   and   particular  images.     Although    I 

could 

1  M  ITATION  S. 

Ver.  182.   With  foups  unhough:  ] 

" — dapibus  mcnfas onerabat  incmptis."     Virg.  Pope. 
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If  Cotta  liv'd  on  pulfe,  it  was  no  more 
Than  Bramins,  Saints,  and  Sages  did  before  j 

To 

NOTES. 

could  not  avoid  thinking,  in  fame  places  perhaps,  "  Non  nunc 
erat  his  locus,''*  yet  the  criticifm  is  generally  fo  juft,  I  am  fure 
I  need  make  no  apology  for  retaming  the  moll  efiential  part 
of  it. 

We  cannot  help  fmiling,  perhaps,  when  Dr.  Warton  aflcs, — 
**  After  having  pafied  over  the  moat  full  of  creffes,  do  you  not  aSually 
jind  yourfeif,  in  the  middle  court,  overgroivn  with  nettles  ?  and  do 
you  not  bear  the  dog  who  is  going  to  affault  you  ?"  Without  being 
quite  fo  much  alarmed,  no  perfon  can  vievsr  the  minute,  circum- 
ftantial,  and  highly-finifhed  pi<Elure, 

"  Like  fome  lone  Chartreux,"  &c. 
without   feeling  very  ftrongly   the   fenfations   it  is   intended  to 
convey. 

Ver.  i8i.  His  court  with  nettles,']  The  ufe,  the  force,  and  the 
excellence  of  language,  certainly  confifts  in  raifing  clear,  complete, 
and  circumftantial  images,  and  in  turning  readers  into  fpcAators. 
Here  is  an  eminent  example  of  this  excellence,  of  all  others  the 
moft  effential  in  poetry.  Every  epithet  here  ufed  paints  its  objeft, 
and  paints  it  diftinctly.  Among  the  other  fortunate  circumllances 
that  attended  Homer,  it  was  not  one  of  the  leaft,  that  he  wrote 
before  general  and  abftraft  terms  were  invented.  Hence  his 
mufe  (like  his  own  Helen  Handing  on  the  walls  of  Troy)  points  out 
every  perfon  and  thing  accurately  and  forcibly.  All  the  views  and 
profpe£ls  he  lays  before  us  appear  as  fully  and  perfeftly  to  the  eye 
as  that  which  engaged  the  attention  of  Neptune  when  he  was 
.jBtting  (Iliad,  b.  xlii.  v.  12.), 

Thofe  who  are  fond  of  generahties  may  think  the  number  of 
natural  little  circumllances,  introduced  in  the  beautiful  narratiort 
of  the  expedition  of  Dolon  and  Diomed  (book  the  tenth),  too 
particular  and  trifling,  and  below  the  dignity  of  epic  poetry.  But 
every  reader  of  a  juft  tafte  will  always  admire  the  minute  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  helmet  and  creft,  at  verfe  257 ;  the  clapping  of  the 

wings 
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To  cram  the  Rich  was  prodigal  expence,  1 85 

And  who  would  take  the  Poor  from  Providence  ? 

Like 


wings  of  the  heron  which  they  could  not  fee;  the  fquatting 
down  among  the  dead  bodies  till  Dolon  had  paffed  ;  Ulyffes  hiff- 
ing  to  Diomed  as  a  fignal ;  the  ftriking  the  horfes  with  his  bow, 
bccaufe  he  had  forgotten  to  bring  his  whip  with  him ;  and  the 
innirmcrable  circumftances  which  make  this  narration  fo  lively,  fo 
dramatic,  and  fb  interefting.  Half  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyfley 
might  be  quoted  as  examples  of  this  way  of  writing  :  fo  different 
from  the  unfinifhed,  half-formed  figures  prefented  to  us  by  many 
modern  writers.  How  much  is  the  pathetic  heightened  by 
Sophocles,  when,  fpeaking  of  Deianira  determined  to  deftroy  her- 
felf,  and  taking  leave  of  her  palace,  he  adds,  a  circumftance  that 
Voltaire  would  have  difdained, 

■  KXatE  ^  opyavwv  ora 

YalwiiVEy,  oij  iXf*'^°  JsiXcwa  wap;. 
Among  the  Roman  poets,  Lucretius  will  furnifh  many  inftanccs 
of  this  fort  of  ftrong  painting.     Witnefs  his  portrait  of  a  jealou* 
man,  book  iv.  v.  1 1 30. 

**  Aut  quod  in  ambiguo  verbum  jaculata  reliquit ; 

Aut  nimium  jaftare  oculos,  aliumve  tueri 

Quod  putat,  in  vultuque  videt  veftigia  rifus." 
Of  Iphigenia  going  to  be  facrificed,  at  the  moment  when, 
"  Mccftum  ante  aras  aftare  parentem 

Senfit,  et  hunc  propter  ferrum  celare  miniftros." 
Of  fear,  in  bookiii.  v.  155. 

**  Sudores  itaque  et  pallorem  exiftere  toto 

Corpore  ;  tt  infringi  linguam  ;  voccmque  aboriri ; 

Caligare  oculos  ;  fonere  aures ;  fuccidere  artus." 

Without  fpecifying  the  various  ftrokes  of  nature  with  which 
Virgil  has  defcribed  the  prognoftics  of  the  weather  in  his  firft 
Georgic,  let  us  only  confider  with  what  energy  he  has  enumerated 
and  particularized  the  geftures  and  attitudes  of  his  dying  Dido. 
No  five  verfes  ever  contained  more  images  more  diftinftly 
cxpreffcd : 

««  Ilia 
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Like  fome  lone  Chartreux  flands  the  good  old  Hall, 
Silence  without,  and  fails  within  the  wall ; 


NOTE  S. 

•*  Ilia  graves  oculos  conata  attollere,  rurfus 
Deficit ;  infixum  ftridet  fub  pe£lore  vulnus  ; 
Ter  revoluta  toro  eft  ;  oculifque  erraiitibus,  alto 
Qiiaefivit  ccclo  lucem,  ingemuitque  reperta." 
The  words  of  Virgil  have  here  painted  the  dying  Dido  as  power- 
fully as  the  pencil  of  Reynolds  has  done  when  fhe  is  juft  dead.     I 
once  faw  Mr.  Garrick  gelticulate  every  circumftance  in  this  fine 
defcription.     But   none  of  the   Roman   writers   has  difplayed  a 
greater  force  and  vigour  of  imagination  than  Tacitus,  who  was  ia 
truth  a  great  poet.     With  what  an  aflfemblage  of  mafterly  ftrokes 
has  he  exhibited  the  diftrefs  of  the  Roman  army  under  Caecina,  in 
the  firft  book  of  the  Annals !     «'  Nox  per  diverfa  inquies ;  cum 
barbari  feftis  epuhs,  losto  cantu,  aut  truci  fonore,  fubjecla  vallium, 
ac  refultantes  faltus,  complerent.     Apud  Romanos,  invalidi  ignes, 
interruptse  voces,    atque  ipfi  pafllm   adjacerent   vallo,  oberrarent 
tentoriis,  infomnes  magis  quam  pervigilcs,  ducemque  terrnit  dira 
quies."     And  what  a  fpedre  he  then  immediately  calls  up,  in  the 
ftyle  of  Michael  Angelo  !     *'  Nam  Quintihum  Varum,  fanguine 
oblitum,  et  paludibus  emerfum,  cemere  et  audire  vifus  eft,  velut 
Tocantem,  non  tamen  obfecutos,  et  manum  intendentis  repuhflc." 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  fubjeA,  becaufe  I  think  I  can 
perceive  many  fymptoms,  even  among  writers  of  eminence,  of 
departing  from  thefe  true,  and  lively,  and  minute  reprefentations 
of  Nature,  and  of  dwelling  in  generalities.  To  thefe  I  oppofe  the 
teftimony  of,  perhaps,  the  moft  judicious  and  elegant  critic  among 
the  ancients  :  "  Proculdubio  qui  dicit  expugnatam  efle  civitatem, 
compleftitur  omnia  qusecunque  talis  fortuna  recipit :  fed  in  affec- 
tus  minus  penetrat  brevis  hie  velut  nuntius.  At  fi  aperias  haec 
quae  verbo  uno  inclufa  erant,  apparebunt  effufa  per  domos  ac  tem- 
pla  fiammsE,  et  ruentium  teflorum  fragor,  et  ex  diverfis  clamori* 
bus  unus  quidam  fonus  ;  aliorum  fuga  incerta ;  alii  in  extremo 
eomplexu  fuorum  cohaerentes,  et  iufantium  facminarumque  plora- 
tus,  et  male  ufque  in  ilium  diem  fervati  fato  fenes  ;  tum  ilia  pro- 
fanorum  facrorumque  direptio,  efferentium  praedas,  repetentiumque 
difcurfus,  et  a6li  ante  fuum  quifque  praedonem  catenati,^  et  conata 

retinere 
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No  rafter'd  roofs  with  dance  and  tabor  found, 
No  noon-tide  bell  invites  the  country  round  :         1 90 ' 
Tenants  with  fighs  the  fmoaklefs  tow*rs  furvey. 
And  turn  th*  unwilling  deeds  another  way : 
Benighted  wanderers,  the  foreft  o*er, 
Curfe  the  fav*d  candle,  and  unop*ning  door ; 
While  the  gaunt  maftifF,  growling  at  the  gate,       195 
Affrights  the  beggar  whom  he  longs  to  eat. 
Not  fo  his  Son,  he  mark'd  this  overfight, 
And  then  miftook  reverfe  of  wrong  for  right. 
(For  what  to  (hun  will  no  great  knowledge  need. 
But  what  to  follow,  is  a  taik  indeed.)  20® 

Yet  fure,  of  qualities  deferv'ing  praife, 
More  go  to  ruin  Fortunes,  than  to  raife. 
What  flaughter'd  hecatombs,  what  floods  of  wine. 
Fill  the  capacious  'Squire,  and  deep  Divine ! 
Yet  no  mean  motive  this  profufion  draws,  205 

His  oxen  perifh  in  his  Country's  caufe  ; 
'Tis  George  and  Liberty  that  crowns  the  cup. 
And  Zeal  for  that  great  Houfe  which  eats  him  up. 
The  woods  recede  around  the  naked  feat, 
The  fylvans  groan — no  matter — for  the  Fleet :       210 

Next 

NOTES. 

retinere  infantem  fuum  mater,  et  ficubi  majus  lucrum  eft,  pugna 
inter  viftores.  Licet  enim  hsec  omnia,  ut  dixi,  compleftatur  ever- 
fio,  minus  eft  tamcn  toium  dicere  quam  omnia."  Warton. 

Ver.  200.  Here  I  found  two  lines  in  the  Poet's  MS. 
*'  Yet  fure,  of  qualities  deferving  praife. 
More  go  to  ruin  Fortunes,  than  to  raife  ;" 
which,  as  they  feemed  to  be  neccffary  to  do  juftice  to  the  ima- 
ginary Charafter  going  to  be  defcribed,  I  advifcd  him  to  infert  in 
their  place.  Warburton. 

The  expreffion  of  "  more  qualities  go,"  is  furely  faulty. 

7  Warton. 
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Next  goes  his  wool — to  clothe  our  valiant  bands ; 
Laft,  for  his  Country's  Love,  he  fells  his  Lands. 
To  town  he  comes,  completes  the  nation's  hope, 
And  heads  the  bold  Train-bands,  and  burns  a  Pope. 
And  fhall  not  Britain  now  regard  his  toils,  2 1 5 

Britain,  that  pays  her  Patriots  with  her  Spoils  ? 
In  vain  at  Court  the  Bankrupt  pleads  his  caufe. 
His  thanklefs  Country  leaves  him  to  her  Laws. 

The  Senfe  to  value  Riches,  with  the  Art 
T'  enjoy  them,  and  the  Virtue  to  impart,  220 

Not 

TARIATIOHS. 

After  ver.  218.  in  the  MS. 

Where  one  lean  herring  fumifti'd  Cotta*s  board. 
And  nettles  grew,  fit  porridge  for  their  Lord  ; 
Where  mad  good-nature,  bounty  mifapply'd, 
In  lavifh  Curio  blaz'd  a-while  and  dy'd ; 
There  Providence  once  more  (hall  ftiift  the  fcene, 
And  {hewing  H — -y,  teach  the  golden  mean. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  219.  The  Senfe  to  value  Riches,  Gf^.]  The  Author  having 
now  largely  expofed  the  Abuse  of  Riches  by  example ;  not  only 
the  Plan,  but  the  Philofophy  of  his  Poem,  required  that  he  (hould, 
in  the  fame  way,  ftiew  the  Use  likewife  :  He  therefore  (from 
ver.  218  to  249.)  calls  for  an  Example,  in  which  mjty  be  found, 
againft  the  Prodigal,  the  Senfe  to  value  Riches f  againft  the 
Vain,  t\it  Art  to  enjoy  them;  and  againft  the  Avaricious,  the 
Virtue  to  Impart  them,  when  acquired.  This  whole  Art  (he  tells  us) 
may  be  comprized  in  one  great  and  general  precept^  which  is  this  ; 
"  That  the  rich  man  fhould  confided  himfelf  as  the  fqbftitute  of  Pro- 
vidence, in  this  unequal  diftribution  of  things ;  as  the  perfon  who  is 
"  To  eafe,  or  emulat:,  the  care  of  Heaven ."         Warburton. 

notes. 
Ver.  214.  bums  a  Pop?."]  This  was  the  common  mode,  at  the 
time,  of  the  people's  expreiiing  their  dcteftation  of 

" the  DtTjil,  tiie  Pretender,  and  the  Pope.** 

Poor  Guy  Faux,  who  is  burnt  every  year,  feems  to  bear  all  the 
odium  at  prcfent. 
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Not  meanly,  nor  ambitioufly  purfu'd. 
Not  funk  by  iloth,  nor  rais'd  by  fervitude  ; 
To  balance  Fortune  by  a  juft  expence. 
Join  with  Economy,  Magnificence  ;  224 

With  Splendor,  Charity  ;  with  Plenty,  Health  ; 
Oh  teach  us,  Bathurst  !  yet  unfpoird  by  wealth ! 
That  fecret  rare,  between  th'  extremes  to  move 
Of  mad  Good-nature,  and  of  mean  Self-love. 

B.  To  Worth   or  Want   well  weighed,    be  Bounty 
giv'n, 
And  eafe,  or  emulate,  the  care  of  Heav'n  ;      230 
(Whofe  meafure  full  overflows  on  human  race  j) 
Mend  Fortune's  fault,  and  juflify  her  grace. 
Wealth  in  the  grofs  is  death,  but  life  difFus'd ; 
As  Poifon  heals,  in  jufl:  proportion  us'd  : 
In  heaps,  like  Ambergrife,  a  flink  it  lies,'        235 
But  well  difpers'd,  is  Incenfe  to  the  Skies. 

P.  Who  ftarves  by  Nobles,  or  with  Nobles  eats  ? 

,    The  Wretch  that  trufls  them,  and  the  Rogue  that 
cheats. 
Is  there  a  Lord,  who  knows  a  chearful  noon 
Without  a, Fiddler,  Flatterer,  or  Buffoon  ?         240 
.  '-'r      \  '  Whofe 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  226.  in  the  MS. 

That  fecret  rare,  with  affluence  hardly  join'd, 

Which  W n  loft,  yet  B — y  ne'er  could  find  ; 

Still  mifs'd  by  Vice,  and  fcarce  by  Virtue  hit, 
By  G 's  goodnefs,  or  by  S — 's  wit. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  229.  To  Worth  or  Want']  Lord  Bathurft  here  makc« 
amends  for  the  feutimcr.ts  attributed  to  him  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Epiftle. 
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"IVhofe  table,  Wit,  or  modeft  Merit  {hare, 
Un-elbow'd  by  a  Gamefter,  Pimp,  or  Play'r  ? 
Who  copies  Yours,  or  Oxford's  better  part. 
To  eafe  th'  opprefs'd,  and  raife  the  finking  heart  ? 
Where'er  he  {hines,  oh  Fortune,  gild  the  fcene,    245 
And  Angels  guard  him  in  the  golden  Mean ! 
There,  Englifli  Bounty  yet  awhile  may  ftand. 
And  Honour  hnger  ere  it  leaves  the  land. 

But  all  our  praifes  why  (hould  Lords  engrofs  ? 
Rife,  honeft  Mufe !  and  fmg  the  Man  of  Ross :     250 

Pleas'd 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  250.  in  the  MS. 

Trace  humble  worth  beyond  Sabrina's  fliore. 
Who  fings  not  him,  oh  may  he  fing  no  more  ! 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  249.  Bui  all  our  praifes  ivhy  Jhould Lords  engrofs  ? 
Rife  J:oneJi  Mufe  .'~\ 
This  invidious  expreffion  of  unwiihngnefs  that  the  Nobility  fiiould 
engrofs  all  the  praife,  is  ftrongly  ironical ;  their  example  having 
been  hitherto  given  only  to  fhew  ihcaiufe  of  Riches.  But  there 
is  great  juftnefs  of  defign,  as  well  as  agreeablenefs  of  manner,  in 
the  preference  here  given  to  the  Man  of  Rofs.  The  purpofe  o^ 
the  Poet  is  to  fhew,  that  an  immenfe  fortune  is  not  wanted  for  all 
the  good  that  Riches  are  capable  of  doing  :  He  therefore  chufes 
fuch  an  inftance,  as  proves,  that  a  man  with  five  hundred  pounds 
a-year  could  become  a  blefling  to  a  whole  country ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  that  his  precepts  for  the   right  ufe  of  money,  are  of 

more 

NOTES. 

,     Ver.  242.  or  Plafr  r*]   Alluding  to  Gibber. 

Ver.  243.  Oxford'j  better  part,']  Edward  Harley,  Earl  of 
Oxford.  The  fon  of  Robert,  created  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  of 
Mortimer  by  Queen  Anne.  This  Nobleman  died  regretted  by  all 
men  of  letters,  great  numbers  of  whom  had  experienced  his  bene- 
fits. He  left  behind  him  one  of  the  moll  noble  Libraries  in 
Europe.  Pope. 
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PleasM  Vaga  echoes  thro'  her  winding  bounds, 
And  rapid  Severn  hoarfe  applaufe  refounds. 

Who 

COM  MENTARY. 

more  general  fervice  than  a  bad  heart  will  give  an  indifferent  head 
leave  to  conceive.  This  was  a  truth  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
inculcate:  He  therefore  (from  ver.  249  to  297.)  exalts  the 
charafter  of  a  very  private  man,  one  Mr.  J.  Kyrle,  of  Hereford- 
fliire  :  And,  in  ending  his  defcription,  ftruck  as  it  were  with  admi- 
ration at  a  fublimity  of  his  o-wn  creating,  and  warmed  with  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude  which  he  had  raifed  in  himfelf,  in  behalf  of  the 
public,  he  breaks  out : 

"  And  what  ?  no  monument,  infcription,  ftone  ? 
His  race,  his  form,  his  name  alraoft  unknovrn  ?" 
And  then,  tranfported  with  indignation  at  a  contrary  objeft,  he 
exclaims, 

"  When  Hopkins  dies,  a  thoufand  lights  attend 
The  wretch,  who  living  fav'd  a  candle's  end : 
Should'ring  God's  altar  a  vile  image  ftands. 
Belies  his  features,  nay  extends  his  hands." 
I  take  notice  of  this  defcription  of  the  portentous  vanity  of  a 
miferable   Extortioner,  chiefly  for  the  ufe  we  fliall  now  fee  he 
makes  of  it,  in  carrying  on  his  fubjeft.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  246.  j^nd  yfngels  guard  him  in  the  golden  Mean!] 
"  The  idea  of  this  Guard,  fays  Warburton,  very  gravely,  was 
prettily  imagined,  being  taken  from  the  Supporters  of  his  Lordfhip's 
Arms!!!" 

Ver.  250.  The  Man  of  Ross  :]  The  pcrfon  here  celebrated, 
who  with  a  fmall  eftate  aftually  performed  all  thefe  good  works, 
and  vvhofe  true  name  was  almoft  loft  (partly  by  the  title  of  the 
Man  of  Rofs  given  him  by  way  of  eminence,  and  partly  by  being 
buried  without  fo  much  as  an  infcription),  was  called  Mr.  John 
Kyrle.  He  died  in  the  year  1724,  aged  90,  and  lies  interred  in 
the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Rofs  in  Herefordihire.  Pope. 

Ver.  250.  Rife,  honefl  Mtfe !'\  Thefe  hnes,  which  are  cmi-, 
neatly  beautiful,  particularly  267,  containing  a  fine  profopopxia, 
have  conferred  immortality  on  a  plain,  wo:  thy,  and  ufcful  citizen 
of  Hercforddiire,  Mr.  John   Kyrle,    who   fpent  his  long   life  in 

VOL.  III.  X  advancing 
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Who  hung  with  woods  yon  mountain's  fuhry  brow  ? 
From  the  dry  rock  who  bade  the  waters  flow  ? 
Not  to  the  Ikies  in  ufelefs  columns  toft,  255 

Or  in  proud  falls  magnificently  loft, 
But  clear  and  artlefs,  pouring  thro'  the  plain 
Health  to  the  fick,  and  folace  to  the  fwain. 
Whofe  Caufe-way  parts  the  vale  with  fhady  rows  ? 
Whofe  Seats,  the  weary  Traveller  repofe  ?  260 

Who  taught  that  heav'n-direfted  fpire  to  rife  ? 
"  The  Man  of  Ross  !"  each  lifping  babe  replies. 
Behold  the  Market-place  with  poor  o'erfpread  1 
The  Man  of  Ross  divides  the  weekly  bread  ; 
He  feeds  yon  Alms-houfe,  neat,  but  void  of  ftate, 
Where  Age  and  Want  fit  fmiling  at  the  gate :        26^ 
Him  portion'd  maids,  apprenticed  orphans  bleft, 
The  young  who  labour,  and  the  old  who  reft. 

Is 

NOTES. 

advancing  and  contriving  plans  of  public  utility.  The  Howard  of 
his  time ;  who  deferves  to  be  celebrated  more  than  all  the  heroes 
of  Pindar.  The  particular  reafon  for  which  I  mention  them,  is 
to  obferve  the  pleafing  effecl  that  the  ufe  of  common  and  familiar 
words  and  objedts,  judicioufly  managed,  produce  in  poetry.  Such 
as  are  here,  the  words  caufntuay^  feats,  fp'ire,  market-place,  alms- 
houfe,  apprent'ic' d,  A  faftidious  delicacy,  and  a  falfe  refinement,  in 
order  to  avoid  meannefs,  have  deterred  our  writers  from  the  intro- 
duclion  of  fiich  words  ;  but  Dryden  often  hazarded  it,  and  gave 
by  it  a  fecret  charm,  and  a  natural  air  to  his  verfes,  well  knowing 
of  what  confequence  it  was  fometimes  to  foften  and  fubdue  hia 
hints,  and  not  to  paint  and  adorn  every  object  he  touched,  with 
perpetual  pomp  and  unremitted  fplendor.  Mr.  Kyrle  was  enabled 
to  cffedl  many  of  his  benevolent  purpofes  by  the  afliftance  of 
liberal  fubfcriptions,  which  his  chara6ler  eafily  procured.  This 
circumftaiice  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Vidtor.  Warton. 
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Is  any  fick  ?  the  Man  of  Ross  relieves, 
-  Prefcribes,  attends,  the  med'cine  makes,  and  gives. 

Is  there  a  variance  ?  enter  but  his  door,  271 

Balk'd  are  the  Courts,  and  conteft  is  no  more. 

Defpairing  Quacks  with  curfes  fled  the  place. 

And  vile  Attornies,  now  an  ufelefs  race. 
B.  Thrice  happy  man !  enabl'd  to  purfue  1^$ 

What  all  fo  wifh,  but  want  the  pow*r  to  do ! 

Oh  fay,  what  funis  that  gen'rous  hand  fupply  ? 

What  mines,  to  fwell  that  boundlefs  charity  ? 
P.  Of  Debts,  and  Taxes,  Wife  and  Children  clear, 

This  man  poiTefl: five  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Blulh,  Grandeur,  blulh !  proud  Courts,  withdraw 
your  blaze!  281 

Ye  little  Stars !  hide  your  diminifh'd  rays. 
B.  And  what  ?  no  monument,  infcription,  (lone  ? 

His  race,  his  form,  his  name  almoft  unknown  ? 
P.  Who  builds  a  Church  to  God,  and  not  to  Fame, 

Will  never  mark  the  marble  with  his  Name :     286 

Go, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  269.  Isanyfickf^  Warton  mentions  the  pleafing  effedl 
which  familiar  words,  fuch  as  caufeway,  fpire,  &c.  have  ;  but  the 
beauty  of  this  paflage  confills  in  the  pidiirefque  adjunds  ;  every 
circumttance  forms  an  interefting  httle  landfcape.  Fope  has  car- 
ried *■*  fam'tl'iar  ivords"  perhaps,  too  far,  when  he  fays, 
"  the  med'cine  makes,  2i\\6.  gives." 

Ver.  281.  Bhtjht  Grandeur,  hltijhl  proud  Courts,  nvhhdraiv  your 
blaze,  i^c.~\  In  this  fubhme  apolhophe,  proud  Courts  arc  not  bid 
to  blujh  bccaufe  outjlript  in  virtue  ;  for  no  fuch  contention  is  fup- 
pofcd  :  but  for  being  outjhined  in  their  own  proper  pretenfions  to 
Splendor  and  Magnificence.     Scribl.  Warburton. 

Ver.  286.  IVdl  never  mark']  As  Voltaire  did  at  Ferney,  w'th 
this  infcription  :  ♦*  Deo  crexit  Voltaire."  Warton. 

X  2 


3o8  MORAL  ESSAYS.  Ep.IIT. 

Go,  fearch  It  there,  where  to  be  born  and  die. 
Of  rich  and  poor,  makes  all  the  hiftory ; 
Enough,  that  Virtue  fili'd  the  fpace  between  ; 
Prov'd,  by  the  ends  of  being,  to  have  been.  290 

When  Hopkins  dies,  a  thoufand  lights  attend 
The  wretch,  who  living  fav'd  a  candle's  end  : 
Should'ring  God's  altar  a  vile  image  (lands, 
Belies  his  features,  nay  extends  his  hands  ; 
That  live-long  wig  which  Gorgon's  felf  might  own. 
Eternal  buckle  takes  in  Parian  ftone.^  296 

Behold  what  bleffings  Wealth  to  life  can  lend ! 
And  fee,  what  comJort  it  affords  our  end. 

In 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  287.  Thus  in  the  MS. 

The  Regifter  inrolls  him  with  his  Poor, 
Tells  he  was  born  and  dy'd,  and  tells  no  more. 
Jull  as  he  ought,  he  fili'd  the  fpace  between  ; 
Then  ftole  to  reft,  unheeded  and  unfeen. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver. -297.  Behold  'what  bkjfings  Wealth  to  life  can  lend! 
And  fee,  ivhat  comfort  it  affords  our  end.~\ 
In  ■  the  firft  part  of  this  Epiftle,  the  Author  had  {hewn,  fron; 
.Keafjn,  that  Riches  abufed  afford  no  comfort  either  in  life  or 
death.  In  this  part,  where  the  fame  truth  is  taught  hy  examples, 
he  had,  in  the  cafe  of  Cotta  and  his  fon,  fhewn,  that  they  afford 
no  comfort  in  Ife :  the  other  member  of  the  divifion  remained  to 
be  fpoken  to  : 

«  Now 

NOTE  S.. 

Ver.  2S7.  Go,  fearch  U  there,']  The  Parifh-regifter. 

Warburton- 

VER.296.  Eternal  buckle  talcs  Ih  Parlanflone.'}  The  Poet  ridi- 
cules the  wretched  talle  of  carving  large  periwigs  on  buftos,  of 
which  there  are  feveral  vile  examples  in  the  tombs  at  Wcftminfter, 
and  elfeu'here.  Pope. 
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In  the  word  inn*s  worft   room,   with  mat  half- 
hung. 
The  floors  of  plaifter,  and  the  walls  of  dung,        30Q 
On  once  a  flock-bed,  but  repair'd  with  flraw. 
With  tape-ty'd  curtains,  never  meant  to  draw. 
The  George  and  Garter  dangling  from  that  bed 
Where  tawdry  yellow  llrove  with  dirty  red. 
Great  Villers  lies — alas !  how  chang*d  from  him, 
That  life  of  pleafure,  and  that  foul  of  whim !        306 

Gallant 

COMMENTARY. 

*'  Now  fee  what  comfort  they  afford  our  end." 
And  this  he  illuftrates  (from  ver.  298  to  33?.)  in  the  unhappy- 
deaths  of  the  laft  Villers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Sir  J.  Cut- 
ler ;  whofe  profufion  and  avarice  he  has  beautifully  contrafted. 
The  miferable  end  of  thefe  two  extraordinary  perfons  naturally 
leads  the  Poet  Into  this  refleftion,  truly  humane,  however  ludi- 
croufly  as  well  as  ironically  cxpreffed  ; 

"  Say,  for  fuch  worth,  are  other  worlds  prepar'd  ? 
HDr  are  they  both,  in  this,  their  own  reward  ?" 
And  now,  as  if  fully  determin'd  to  refolve  this  doubtful  queftion, 
he  aflumes  the  air  and  importance  of  a  Profeffor  ready  addreifed  to 
plunge  himfelf  into  the  very  depths  of  Theology  : 

"  A  knotty  point !  to  which  we  now  proceed — " 
ivhen,  on  a  fudden,  the  whole  fenfe  is  changed, — 

"  But  you  are  tir'd — I'll  tell  a  tale. Agreed." 

And  thus,  by  the  mod  eafy  tranfition,  we  are  come  to  the  con- 
cluding doflrine  of  his  poem.  Warburton. 

NOTE  s. 

Vkr.  305.  Great  Fillers  lies — 3  This  Lord,  yet  more  famous 
for  his  vicca  than  his  misfortunes,  having  been  poflefled  of  about 
50,000!.  a-year,  and  pafied  through  many  of  the  higheft  pods  ia 
the  kingdom,  died  in  the  year  1687,  in  a  remote  inn  in  Yorkfllire, 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  mifery.  Pope. 

"  When  this  extraordinary  man,  with  the  figure  and  genius  of 
Alcibiadcs,  could  equally  charm  the  prefbyterian  Fairfax,  and  the 
dilfolutc  Charles;   when  he  ahke  ridiculed  that  witty  king,  and  his 

X  3  folemn 
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Gallant  and  gay,  in  Cliveden's  proud  alcove, 
The  bow'r  of  wanton  Shrewfbury  and  love  j 
Or  jull  as  gay,  at  Council,  in  a  ring 
Of  mimick  Statefmen,  and  their  merry  King.         3 1  o 

No 

NOTES, 

folemn  chancellor  ;  when  he  plotted  the  ruin  of  his  country  with  a 
cabal  of  bad  minifters  ;  or,  equally  unorincipled,  fupported  its  caufc 
with  bad  patriots  ;  one  laments  that  fuch  parts  fhould  have  been 
devoid  of  every  virtue.  But  when  Alcibiades  turns  chymift  ;  when 
he  is  a  real  bubble,  and  a  vifionary  mifer ;  when  ambition  is  but  a 
frolic  ;  when  the  worft  defigns  are  for  the  fooliflieft  ends  ;  con- 
tempt extinguifhes  all  reflexions  on  his  charafter.  The  portrait 
of  this  duke  has  been  drawn  by  four  mafterly  hands  :  Burnet  has 
hewn  it  with  a  rough  chifTel :  Count  Hamilton  touched  it  with 
that  flight  delicacy  that  finiflies  while  it  feems  to  fketch  :  Drj'den 
catched  the  living  likenefs  :  Pope  completed  the  hiftorical  refem- 
blance.  Yet  the  abilities  of  this  Lord  appear  in  no  inftance  more 
amazing,  than  that  being  expofed  by  two  of  the  greateft  Poets, 
he  has  expofed  one  of  them  ten  times  more  fevercly.  Zimri  is  an 
admirable  portrait ;  but  Bayes  an  original  creation.  Dryden 
fatirized  -Buckingham  ;  but  Villers  made  Dryden  fatirize  him- 
felf."  Catalogue  of  Noble  Authors,  vol.  ii.  p.  77.  Warton. 
Ver.  307.  Cliveden']  A  delightful  palace,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  built  by  the  D.  of  Buckingham.  Pope. 

Ver.  308.  Shrenvjbury']  The  Countefs  of  Shrewfljury,  a  woman 
abandoned  to  gallantries.  The  Earl  her  huflaand  was  killed  by 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  a  duel ;  and  it  has  been  faid,  that 
during  the  combat  flie  held  the  Duke's  horfes  in  the  habit  of  a 
page.  Pope. 

Ver.  308.  The  botu^r']  This  very  infamous  Countefs  of  Shrewf- 
bury was  eldefl:  daughter  of  Robert  Brudenel  Earl  of  Cardigan. 
Her  hufi>and  was  killed  March  16,  1667.  She  afterwards  mar- 
ried George  Rodney  Bridges,  Efq.  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bridges  of  Keynfliam  in  Somerfetfliire,  Knt.  and  died  April  20, 
1702.  The  noble  houfe  of  Chveden,  fo  delightfully  and  fuperbly 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  which  had  been  the  refi- 
dence  of  Frederick  Prince  of  "Wales,  who  lived  in  it  for  many 
years  with  a  proper  dignity  and  magnificence,  attended  by  many 

Jf 
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No  Wit  to  flatter,  left  of  all  his  ftore ! 
No  Fool  to  laugh  at,  which  he  valu*d  more. 
There,  Viftor  of  his  health,  of  fortune,  friends, 
And  fame ;  this  lord  of  ufelefs  thoufands  ends. 

His  Grace's  fate  fage  Cutler  could  forefee,         3 1 5 
And  well  (he  thought)  advis'd  him,  "  Live  like  me." 
As  well  his  Grace  reply*d,  "  Like  you.  Sir  John  ? 
"  That  I  can  do,  when  all  I  have  is  gone." 
Refolve  me,  Reafon,  which  of  thefe  is  worfe. 
Want  with  a  full,  or  with  an  empty  purfe  ?  320 

Thy  life  more  wretched,  Cutler,  was  confefs'd, 
Arife,  and  tell  me,  was  thy  death  more  blefs*d  ? 
Cutler  faw  tenants  break,  and  houfes  fall, 
For  very  want ;  he  could  not  build  a  wall. 
His  only  daughter  in  a  ftranger's  pow*r,  325 

For  very  want ;  he  could  not  pay  a  dowV. 
A  few  grey  hairs  his  rev*rend  temples  crown'd, 
'Twas  very  want  that  fold  them  for  two  pound. 
What  ev*n  deny*d  a  cordial  at  his  end, 
Banifh'd  the  dodor,  and  expell'd  the  friend  ?        330 

What 

NOTES. 

of  the  firft  geniufes  of  the  age,  was  unfortunately  burnt  to  the 
ground  in  May  1795,  and  nothing  of  its  elegant  furniture  pre- 
ferred from  the  flames  but  the  fine  tapeftry  that  reprefented  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough's  viftories.  The  beautiful  Mafk  of  Alfred 
was  written  and  aded  at  Cliveden  in  1744.  In  the  duel  men- 
tioned above,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  had  for  his  two  feconds, 
captain  Holmes  and  Mr.  Jenkins.  The  Earl  of  Shrcwfbury's 
feconds  were  Sir  John  Talbot  of  Laycock,  and  Mr.  Bernard  How. 
ard.     The  Duke  of  Buckingham  mortally  wounded  the  Earl. 

Warton. 

X   4 
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What  but  a  want,  which  you  perhaps  think  mad. 
Yet  numbers  feel,  the  want  of  what  he  had  ! 
Cutler  and  Brutus,  dying,  both  exclaim, 
"  Virtue !  and  Wealth  !  what  are  ye  but  a  name  1" 
Say,  for  fuch  worth  are  other  worlds  prepared  ? 
Or  are  they  both,  in  this,  their  own  reward  ?     336 
A  knotty  point !  to  which  we  now  proceed. 
But  you  are  tir'd — I'll  tell  a  tale. — B.  Agreed. 
P.  Where  London's  column,  pointing  at  the  fkies 
Like  a  tall  bully,  lifts  the  head,  and  lies ;         340 

There 

VARIATIONS. 

Ver.  337.  in  the  former  Editions : 

That  knotty  point,  my  Lord,  fhall  I  difcufs. 
Or  tell  a  tale  ?— A  Tale.— It  follows  thus. 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  339.  Where  London's  column^  Iffc."]  For,  the  foregoing 
examples  oi prafujion  and  avarice  having  been  given,  to  fhev^'  that 
wealth  mifapplied  was  not  enjoyed,  it  only  remained  to  prove, 
that,  in  fuch  circumftances,  wealth  became  the  heaviejl pim'i/J:>ment ; 
and  this  was  the  very  point  to  conclude  with,  as  it  is  the  great 
Moral  of  this  inftrudlive  Poem  ;  which  is  to  teach  us,  hotu  mife- 
rahle  men  make  themfehes  by  not  endeavouring  to  rejlrain  the  Ruling 
Pajfion,  though  it  be  indeed  implanted  in  us  by  the  Author  of  our 
Nature  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  an  anfwer  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  (jueflion, 

"  Say, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  339.  Where  London's  column,']  The  Monument  built  in 
memory  of  the  fire  of  London,  with  an  infcription  importing  that 
city  to  have  been  burnt  by  the  Papifts.  Pope- 

Ver.  340.  Lile  a  tall  bully,  lifts  the  head,  and  lies  ;]  It  were  to 
be  wifhed,  the  City  monument  had  been  compared  to  fomething  of 
more  dignity :  As,  to  the  Court-champion,  for  inftance,  fince,  hke 
him,  it  only  fpoke  the  fenfe  of  the  Government.     Scribl. 

Warburton. 
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There  dwelt  a  Citizen  of  fober  fame, 

A  plain  good  man,  and  Balaam  was  his  name ; 

Religious, 

COMMENTARY. 

**  Say,  for  fuch  worth  are  other  worlds  prepar'd  ? 
Or  are  they  both,  in  this,  their  own  reward  ?" 
For  the  folution  of  which  only,  this  Example  was  jocularly  pre- 
tended to  have  been  given. 

All  this,  the  Poet  has  admirably  fupported  in  the  artful  con- 
ftruftion  of  his  fable  of  Sir  Balaam  ;  whofe  charafter  is  fo  drawn, 
as  to  let  the  Reader  fee  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  regulate  the 
ruling  Pajfion  by  Reafon,  as  having  in  himfelf  the  feeds  of  integrity, 
religion,  and  fobriety.  Thefe  are  all  gradually  worked  out  by  an 
infatiablc  th'trjl  of  ivealth  ;  and  this  again  (through  a  falfe  fcnfe  of 
his  own  abilities  in  acquiring  it)  fucceeded  by  as  immoderate  a 
iian'ity  :  Which  will  lead  us  to  another  beauty  in  the  management 
of  the  Story.  For,  in  order  to  fee,  in  one  concluding  Example, 
the  miferies  of  exorbitant  wealth,  ill  employed,  it  was  rieceflary  to 
fet  before  the  Reader,  at  once,  all  the  mifufe  that  flowed  both 
from  avarice  and  prof ujion.  The  vices  of  the  Citizen  and  the 
Noble,  therefore,  which  were  feparated,  and  contrafted  in  the 
foregoing  inftances,  are  here  fhewn  incorporated  in  a  Courtly  Cit. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  character  has,  by  this  means,  the 
appearance  of  two  ruling  PaJJions  :  but  thofe  ftudied  in  human 
nature  know  the  contrary  ;  and  that  alieni  appetens  fui  proftfus,  is 
frequently  as  much  one  as  either  the  profufe  or  avaricious  apart. 
Indeed,  this  is  fo  far  from  an  inaccuracy,  that  it  produces  a  new 
beauty.  The  Ruling  PaJJion  is  of  two  kinds,  the  fimple  and  the 
complex.  The  firft  fort,  the  Poet  had  given  examples  of  before. 
Nothing  then  remained  to  complete  his  philofophic  plan,  but  to 
conclude  with  the  other.     Let  me  only  obferve  further,  that  the 

Author, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  341.  There  dwelt  a  Citizen"]  This  tale  of  Sir  Balaam,  his 
progrefs  and  change  of  manners,  from  being  a  plodding,  fober, 
plain,  and  pun£lual  citizen,  to  liis  becoming  a  debauched  and  dif- 
folutc  courtier  and  fenator,  abounds  in  much  knowledge  of  life, 
and  many  ftrokes  of  true  humour,  and  will  bear  to  be  compaied 
to  the  exquifite  hiftory  of  Eugenio  and  Crofodcs  in  one  of  Swift's 
Intelligencers.  Warton. 
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Religious,  pundual,  frugal,  and  fo  forth  ; 

His  word  would  pafs  for  more  than  he  was  worth. 

One  folid  difh  his  week-day  meal  affords,  345 

An  added  pudding  folemniz'd  the  Lord's : 

Conftant  at  Church,  and  'Change ;  his  gains   were 

fure. 
His  givings  rare,  fave  farthings  to  the  poor. 

The  Dev'l  was  piqu*d  fuch  faintfhip  to  behold. 
And  long*d  to  tempt  him  like  good  Job  of  old  :     350 
But  Satan  now  is  wifer  than  of  yore. 
And  tempts  by  making  rich,  not  making  poor. 

Rous'd  by  the  Prince  of  Air,  the  whirlwinds  fweep 
The  furge,  and  plunge  his  Father  in  the  deep ; 

Then 

COMMENTARY. 

Author,  in  this  Tale,  has  artfully  fummed  up  and  recapitulated 
thofe  three  principal  mifchiefs  in  the  abufe  of  money,  which  the 
faiirical  part  of  this  Poem  throughout  was  employed  to  expofe, 
namely  Avarice,  Profusion,  and  public  Corruption. 
*•  Conftant  at  Church,  and  'Change  ;  his  gains  were  fure. 

His  givings  rare,  fave  farthings  to  the  poor." — ' — 
*'  Leaves  the  dull  Cits,  and  joins  (to  pleafe  the  fair) 

The  well-bred  Cuckolds  in  St.  James's  air." 

**  In  Britain's  Senate  he  a  feat  obtains, 

And  one  more  Penfioner  St,  Stephen  gains." 


Warburtok. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  346.  An  added  pudding]  It  would  be  curious  to  trace  the 
origin  of  this  old  Englifh  cuftom  : 

"  With  a  pudding  on  Sunday^  with  ftout  humming  liquor. 
And  remnants  of  Latin,  to  welcome  the  vicar  !" 
See  that  old  excellent  ballad,  the  "  Old  Man's  Wifh,"  where  there 
is  this  note : 

"  Though  the  Poet  never  eats  any,  yet  he  provides  this  difh  for 
his  guefts  ;  but  principally  in  bbfervance  of  the  old  Engliih  cujicm., 
to  let  no  Sunday  pafs  without  a  pudding  !  !" 
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Then  full  againfl  his  Cornifh  lands  they  roar,        255 
And  two  rich  fhipwrecks  blefs  the  lucky  fhore. 

Sir  Balaam  now,  he  lives  like  other  folks. 
He  takes  his  chirping  pint,  and  cracks  his  jokes  : 
"  Live  like  yourfelf,"  was  foon  my  Lady's  word ; 
And  lo  !  two  puddings  fmoak'd  upon  the  board.  360 

Afleep  and  naked  as  an  Indian  lay. 
An  honeft  fador  ftole  a  Gem  away : 
He  pledg'd  it  to  the  Knight,  the  Knight  had  wit. 
So  kept  the  Di*mond,  and  the  rogue  was  bit.        364 
Some  fcruple  rofe,  but  thus  he  eas*d  his  thought, 
*'  I'll  now  give  fixpence  where  I  gave  a  groat ; 
"  Where  once  I  went  to  church,  I'll  now  go  twice— 
"  And  am  fo  clear  too  of  all  other  vice." 

The  Tempter  faw  his  time ;  the  work  he  ply'd  j 
Stocks  and  Subfcriptions  pour  on  ev'ry  fide,  370 

Till 

NOTES. 

Ver.  355.  Cornl/h~\  Tl)e  Author  has  placed  the  fcene  of  thefe 
fliipwrecks  in  Cornwall,  not  only  from  their  frequency  on  that 
coaft,  but  from  the  inhumanity  of  the  inhabitants  to  thofe  to 
whom  that  misfortune  arrives  :  When  a  fliip  happens  to  be  ftranded 
there,  they  have  been  known  to  bore  holes  in  it,  to  prevent  its 
getting  off;  to  plunder,  and  fomctimcs  even  to  mafTacre  the 
people  :  Nor  has  the  Parliament  of  England  been  yet  able  wholly 
to  fupprefs  thefe  barbarities.  •  Po?i;. 

Ver.  356.  lucky Jhore,'\  The  common  people  in  Cornwall  call,  as 
impioufly  as  inhumanely,  a  Shipwreck  on  their  fliores,  "  a  God- 
fend."  A  fliip,  whole  owner  was  unknown,  if  loll  on  the  coail 
of  Cornwall,  would  in  general  belong  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as 
Duke  of  Cornwall.  There  are,  however,  many  exceptions.  The 
Arundel  Family  claim  any  fliip  lolt  in  Mount's  Bay.  It  is  not 
generally  known,  that  if  there  is  a  living  creature  on  board,  a  cat 
or  a  dog,  when  a  ^cfTrl  ie  Ilrandcd,  it  is  not  conlidered  in  law  as  a 
wreck.  7 
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Till  all  the  Demon  makes  his  full  defcent 
In  one  abundant  fhow*r  of  Cent  per  Cent, 
Sinks  deep  within  him,  and  polTeffes  whole. 
Then  dubs  Diie£lor,  and  fecures  his  foul. 

Behold  Sir  Balaam,  now  a  man  of  fpirit,  ^2)7 S 

Afcribes  his  gettings  to  his  parts  and  merit ;  ' 
What  late  he  cail'd  a  Bleffing,  now  was  Wit, 
And  God's  good  Providence,  a  lucky  Hit. 

Things 

NOTES. 

Ver.  377.  What  late  he  cail'd  a  Bleffing,  now  ivas  Wit,  ^cJ} 
This  is  an  admirable  piflure  of  human  nature :  In  the  entrance 
into  life,  all,  but  coxcombs-born,  are  modeft  ;  and  efteem  the 
favours  of  their  fuperiors  as  marks  of  their  benevolence  :  But  if 
thefe  favours  happen  to  increafe ;  then,  in  (lead  of  advancing  in 
gratitude  to  our  benefadlors,  we  only  improve  in  the  good  opinion 
of  ourfelves  ;  and  the  conftant  returns  of  fuch  favours  make  us 
confider  them  no  longer  as  accommodations  to  our  v^^ants,  or  the 
hire  of  our  fervice,  but  debts  due  to  our  merit :  Yet,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  do  juftice  to  our  common  nature,  we  (hould  obferve, 
that  this  does  not  proceed  fo  often  from  downright  vice  as  is 
imagined,  but  frequently  from  mere  infirmity  ;  of  which  the  rta- 
fon  is  evident ;  for,  having  fmall  knowledge,  and  yet  an  exccffivc 
opinion  of  ourfelves,  we  eftimate  our  merit  by  the  paflions  and 
caprice  of  others ;  and  this  perhaps  would  not  be  fo  much  amifs, 
were  we  not  apt  to  take  their  favours  for  a  declaration  of  their 
fenfe  of  our  merits.  How  often,  for  inftance,  has  it  been  feen, 
in  the  three  Itarned  Profcflions,  that  a  Man,  who,  had  he  con- 
tinued in  his  primeval  meannefs,  would  have  circumfcribed  his 
knowledge  within  the  modefl  limits  of  Socrates  ;  yet,  being pi/Jhed 
up,  as  the  phrafe  is,  has  felt  himfelf  growing  into  a  Hooker,  a 
Hales,  or  a  Sydenham;  while,  in  the  rapidity  of  his  courfe,  he 
imagined  he  faw,  at  every  new  ftation,  a  new  door  of  fcicnce 
opening  to  him,  without  fo  much  as  flaying  for  a  Flatterer  to  let 
him  in  ? 

*' Beatus  enim  jam 


Cum  pulchris  tunicis  fumet  nova  confilia."       War  burton. 
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Things  change  their  titles,  as  our  manners  turn : 
His  Compting-houfe  employ'd  the  Sunday-morn ; 
Seldom  at  Church  ('twas  fuch  a  bufy  life)  381 

But  duly  fent  his  family  and  wife. 
There  (fo  the  Dev'l  ordain'd).  one  Ghriftmas-tide 
My  good  old  Lady  catch'd  a  cold,  and  dy'd. 

A  Nymph  of  Quality  admires  our  Knight ;         385 
He  marries,  bows  at  Court,  and  grows  polite  : 
Leaves  the  dull  Cits,  and  joins  (to  pleafe  the  fair) 
The  well-bred  cuckolds  in  St.  James's  air : 
Firft,  for  his  Son  a  gay  Commiflion  buys. 
Who  drinks,  whores,  fights,  and  in  a  duel  dies :   -^90 
His  Daughter  flaunts  a  Vifcount's  tawdry  wife ; 
She  bears  a  Coronet  and  P — x  for  life. 
In  Britain's  Senate  he  a  feat  obtains. 
And  one  more  Penfioner  St.  Stephen  gains. 
My  Lady  falls  to  play  ;  fo  bad  her  chance,  395 

He  mufl  repair  it ;  takes  a  bribe  from  France ; 
The  Houfe  impeach  him  ;  Coningfby  harangues  ; 
The  Court  forfake  him,  and  Sir  Balaam  hangs : 
Wife,  fon,  and  daughter,  Satan  !  are  thy  own, 
His  wealth,  yet  dearer,  forfeit  to  the  Crown :       400 
The  Devil  and  the  King  divide  the  Prize, 
And  fad  Sir  Balaam  curfes  God  and  dies. 

NOTES. 

VER.401.  The  Devil  and  the  Kinj^  divttle  the  Prize,"]  This  is  to 
be  underilood  in  a  very  fobcr  and  decent  fenfe  ;  as  a  Satire  only  on 
fuch  Minifters  of  State  (which  Hiftory  informs  us  have  been  found) 

who 

IMITATIONS. 

Ver.  394,   ^nJ  one  more  Pcnjioner  St.  Stephen  gains.] 

" atque  unum  civem  donarc  SlhylUV  Juv. 
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vrho  aided  the  Devil  in  his  temptations.,  in  order  to  foment,  if  not 
to  make,  Plots  for  the  fake  of  confifcations.  So  fure  always,  and 
juft,  is  our  Author's  fatire,  even  in  thofe  places  where  he  feems 
moft  to  have  indulged  himfelf  only  in  an  elegant  badinage.  But 
this  Satire  on  the  abufe  of  the  general  laws  of  forfeiture  for  high 
treafon,  which  laws  all  well-policied  communities  have  found 
neceffary,  is  by  no  means  to  be  underftood  as  a  refledion  on  the 
Laws  themfelves ;  whofe  neceffity,  equity,  and  even  lenity,  have 
been  excellently  well  vindicated  in  that  very  learned  and  elegant 
Difcourfe,  intitled.  Some  Confiderations  on  the  Laiv  of  Forfeiture 
far  High  Treafon,     Third  Edition,  London,  1748.     Warburton. 

Methinks  it  was  better  in  the  former  Editions,  becaufe  (horter  : 
**  Wife,  fon,  and  daughter,  Satan  !  are  thy  prize, 

And  fad  Sir  Balaam  curfes  God  and  dies."  Warton. 

VER.4C2.  curfes  God']  Alluding  to  the  fecond  chapter  of  the 
Book  of  Job  ;  on  which  paffage  Warburton  made  (Divine  Lega- 
tion, Bookvi.)  the  following  remarkable  obfervation  :  "  The 
wife  of  Job  afls  a  fmall  part  in  this  drama,  but  a  very  fpirited 
one.  Then  faid  his  wife  unto  him,  '  Doft  thou  ftill  retain  thy 
integrity  ?  Curfe  God  and  die.'  Tender  and  pious !  He  might 
fee  by  this  prelude  of  his  fpoufe,  what  he  was  to  expect  from  his 
friends.  The  Devil,  indeed,  afaulted  Job,  but  he  feems  to  have 
got p^eJfionoihhviihV^    p.  261.  Warton. 
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TO 

RICHARD  BOYLE,   Earl  of  BURLINGTON. 


ARGUMENT. 
Of  the  Ufe  of  RICHES. 


THE  Fnnity  of  Expence  in  People   of  Wealth  and  polity . 
The  abufe  of  the  Word  Tafte,  Ver.  13.     That  the  firjl  prin- 
ciple and  foundation  in  thls^  as  in  every  thing  elfe^  is  Good 
Senfe,  Ver.  40.     The  chief  proof  of  it  is  to  follow  Nature, 
even  in  works  of  mere  Luxury  and  Elegance.      Injlanced  in 
Architedlure  and  Gardening,  where  all  mujl  he  adapted  to 
the  Genius  and  Ufe  0/" //?»<?  Place,  and  the  Beauties  not  forced 
into  ity  but  refulting  from  it,  Ver.  50.     How  men  are  difap' 
pointed  in  their  mojl  expenftve  undertakings,  for  want  of  this 
true  Foundation,  without  which  nothing  can  pleafe  long,  if  at 
all ;  atul  the  bejl  Examples  and  Rules  will  be  but  perverted 
into  fomething  burdenfome  and  ridiculous,  Ver.  65,  &c. 
to  92.     A  defcription  of  the  falfe  Tafte  of  Magnificence  j 
the  frjl  grand  Error  of  which  is  to  imagine  that  Greatnefs 
conftfls  in  the  Size  aw^Dimenfion,  injlead  of  the  Proportion 
and  Harmony  of  the  whole,  Ver.  97.  and  the  fccond,  either 
in  joining  together  Parts    incolierent,  or   too  minutely  re- 
fembling,  or  in  the  Repetition  of  the  fame  too  frequently, 
Ver.  105,   &c.     A  word  or  two  of  falfe  Tajle  in  Books,  in 
Mufic,  /'//  Painting,  even    in    Preaching  and   Prayer,  and 
lajlly   in   Entertainments,    Ver.  133,    &c.      Tet  Provi- 
dence is  jujlified  in  giving  Wealth  to  be  fquandered  in  this 

manner. 
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manner^  fince  It  is  difperfed  to  the  Poor  and  laborious  part  gT 
mafihindy/Ver,  l6^.  \j'ecurring  to  what  is  laid  down  in  the 
Jirjl  book,  Ep.  ii.  and  in  the  Epi/lle  preceding  this,  Vpr.  159, 
&c.]  What  are  the  proper  Obje£ls  of  Magnificence^  and 
a  proper  field  for  the  Expence  of  Great  Men,  Ver.  177,  &c. 
and  finally  the  Great  and  Public  Works  which  become  a 
Prince,  Ver.  191,  to  the  end. 
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jnpis  ftrange,  the  Mifer  fliould  his  Cares  employ 

To  gain  thofe  Riches  he  can  ne'er  enjoy : 
Is  it  lefs  ftrange,  the  Prodigal  fhould  wafte 
His  wealth,  to  purchafe  what  he  ne'er'can  tafte? 

Not 

COMMENTARY. 

Epistle  IV.]  The  extremes  of  jlvar'tce  and  Proftifton  being 
treated  of  in  the  foregoing  Epiftle ;  this  takes  up  one  branch  of 
the  latter,  the  Vanity  of  expenfive  Tcijle,  in  people  of  wealth  and 
condition  ;  and  is  therefore  a  corollary  to  the  preceding,  juft  as 
the  Epiftle  on  the  CharaSlers  of  IVomen  is  to  that  of  the  Knoivledge 
and  CharaSers  of  Men,  It  is  equally  eftimable  with  the  reft,  as 
on  other  accounts,  fo  likewife  for  exadnefs  of  method.  But  the 
nature  of  the  fubjedl,  which  is  lefs  philofophical,  makes  it  capable 
of  being  analyfed  in  a  lefs  compafs. 

Ver.  I.  ^Tisjlrange^  (s'i'.]  The  Poet's  introduftion  (fromver.  1 
to  39.)  confifts  of  a  very  curious  remark,  arifing  from  his  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  nature ;  together  with  an  illuftration  of  that 
remark,  taken  from  his  obfervations  on  hfe.  It  is  this,  that 
Prodigal  no  more  enjoys  his  profufion,  than  the  Mifer  his  rapacity". 
It  was  generally  thought  that  Avarice  only  kept^  without  enjoy- 
ment ;  but  the  Poet  here  firft  acquaints  us  with  a  circumftance  in 
human  life  much  more  to  be  lamented,  viz.  that  Profufion  too  can 
communicate,  without  it  ;  whereas  Enjoyment  was  thought  to  be  as 
peculiarly  the  reward  of  the  henejicent  paffions  (of  which  this  has 
the  appearance),  as  ivnnt  of  enjoyment  was  the  puniftiment  of  the 
felfijh.     The  pliicnomcnon  obfcrved  is  odd   enough.     But  if  we 

look 

NOT  ES. 

Ver.  I.  ^Tis firange,']  This  Epiftle  was  written  and  publifhed 
before  the  preceding  one  ;  and  the  placing  it  after  the  third,  has 
occalioned  fome  aukward  anachronifms  and  inconliftencies. 

Wartok. 

»0L.  III.  1 
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Not  for  himfelf  he  fees,  or  hears,  or  eats ;  5 

Artifts  mud  chufe  his  Pi£lures,  Mufic,  Meats : 
He  buys  for  Topham,  Drawings  and  Defigns, 
For  Pembroke,  Statues,  dirty  Gods,  and  Coins ; 

Rare 

'commentary. 
look  more  narrowly  into  this  matter,  we  fliall  find,  that  Prodiga- 
lity, when  in  purfuit  of  Taftcf  is  only  a  mode  of  'vanity ^  and  confe- 
quently  zs/elJi/Jj  a  paflion  as  even  Avarice  itfelf ;  and  it  is  of  the 
ordonnanee  and  conftitution  of  all  felfifh  paffions,  when  growing  to 
an  excefs,  to  defeat  their  own  end,  which  is  Self-enjoyment.  But 
befidcs  the  accurate  philofophy  of  this  obfervation,  there  is  a  fine 
morality  contained  in  it ;  namely,  that  ill-got  Wealth  is  not  only  as 
unreafonably^  but  as  uncomfortably,  fquandered,  as  it  was  raked 
together  ;  which  the  Poet  himfelf  further  infinuates  in  ver.  15. 

"  What  brought  Sir  Vifto's  ill-got  "juealth  to  waftc  ?" 
-^He  then  illuftrates  the  above  obfervation  by  divers  examples  in 
every  branch  of  ivrong  Tafte ;  and  to  fet  their  abfurdities  in  the 
ftrongell  hght,  he,  in  conclufion,  contrails  them  with  feveral 
inftances  of  the  true^  in  the  Nobleman  to  whom  the  Epiftle  is 
addreffed.  This  difpofition  is  produdlive  of  ^various  beauties  ;  for, 
by  this  means,  the  introduftion  becomes  an  epitome  of  the  body  of 
the  Epiftle  ;  which,  as  we  fhall  fee,  confifts  of  general  refleftions 
on  Taftc,  and  particular  examples  of  bad  and  good.  And  his 
friend's  example  concluding  the  introdudlion,  leads  the  Poet  grace- 
fully into  the  fubjedl  itfelf;  for  theLord,  here  celebrated  for  his 
good  Tafte,  was  now  at  hand  to  deliver  the  firft  and  fundamental 
precept  of  it  himfelf,  which  gives  authority  and  dignity  to  all  that 
follow.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  7.  Topham,'\  A  Gentleman  famous  for  a  judicious  collec- 
tion of  Drawings.  Pope. 

Ver.  8.  For  Pemhrohe,  Statues,']  "  The  foul  of  Inigo  Jones," 
fays  Mr.  Walpole,  "  which  had  been  patronized  by  the  anceftors 
of  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke,  feemed  ftill  to  hover  over  its  favourite 
Wilton,  and  to  have  affifted  the  Mufes  of  Arts  in  the  education  of 
this  noble  perfon.  The  towers,  the  chambers,  the  fcenes  which 
Holbein,  Jones,  and  Vandyck  had  decorated,  and  which  Earl 
Thomas  had  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  beft  ages,  received  the 
laft  touches  of  beauty  from  Earl  Henry's  hand."  Warton. 
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Rare  monkifli  Manufcripts  for  Hearne  alone, 
And  Books  for  Mead,  and  Butterflies  for  Sloane.    lo 
Think  we  all  thefe  are  for  himfelf  ?  no  more 
Than  his  fine  Wife,  alas !  or  finer  Whore. 

For  what  has  Virro  painted,  built,  and  planted  ? 
Only  to  fhow,  how  many  Tafles  he  wanted. 
What  brought  Sir  Vifto's  ill-got  wealth  to  wafle  ?      15 
Some  Demon  whifper*d,  "  Vifto !  have  a  Tafte." 
Heav'n  vifits  with  a  Tafte  the  wealthy  fool, 
And  needs  no  Rod  but  Ripley  with  a  Rule. 
See !  fportive  Fate,  to  punifh  aukward  pride. 
Bids  Bubo  build,  and  fends  him  fuch  a  Guide :       20 

A  (landing 

NOTES. 

Ver.  9.  Hearne"]  Well  known  as  an  Antiquarian. 

Ver.  10.  Jnd  Books  for  Mead,  and  Butterftes  for  Sloane.]  Two 
eminent  Phyficians :  the  one  had  an  excellent  Library,  the  other 
the  fined  col!e£lion  in  Europe  of  natural  curiofities ;  both  men  of 
great  learning  and  humanity.  Pope. 

Ver.  II.  Think  nve  all  thefe]  The  oftentation  of  this  man  of 
falfe  tafte  is  only  here  ridiculed  ;  he  has  no  enjoyment  of  either  of 
the  two  obje(?ts  of  falfe  magnificence  here  mentioned.     Warton. 

Ver.  17.  Heav'n  vifits  wilh  a  Tajle  the  wealthy  fool,]  The  pre- 
fent  rage  of  Taje,  in  this  overflow  of  general  Luxury,  may  be 
very  properly  rcprcfented  by  a  defolaling  pejlilcnce,  alluded  to  in  tlic 
word  viftt.  Warburton. 

Ver.  18.  Ripley]  This  man  was  a  carpenter,  employed  by  a 
firft  Minifter,  who  raifed  him  to  an  Architeft,  without  any  genius 
in  the  art  ;  arid  after  fome  wretched  proofs  of  his  infufficiency  in 
public  Buildings,  made  him  Comptroller  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Pope. 

Mr.  Walpole  fpeaks  more  favourably  of  this  architeft. 

Warton. 

Ver.  19.  See!  fportive  Fate y  to  pimijh  auh'ward pride,]  Pride  is 
one  of  the  greatcfl  mifchiefs,  as  well  as  highed  abfurditics  of  our 
nature  ;  and  therefore,  as  appears  both  from  profane  and  facrcd 


V  2  Hilt 


orv. 
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A  {landing  fermon,  at  each  year's  expence, 
That  never  Coxcomb  reach'd  Magnificence  I 

You  fhow  us,  Rome  was  glorious,  not  profufe. 
And  pompous  buildings  once  were  things  of  Ufe. 

Yet, 

VARIATIONS. 

After  Ver.  22.  in  the  MS. 

Muft  Bifhops,  Lawyers,  Statefmen  have  the  fldll 
To  build,  to  plant,  judge  paintings,  what  you  will  ? 
Then  why  not  Kent  as  well  our  treaties  draw, 
Bridgraan  explain  the  Gofpel,  Gibbs  the  Law  ? 

NOTES. 

Hiftory,  has  ever  been  the  more  peculiar  objefi:  of  divine  ven- 
geance. But  auk'uiard  Pride  intimates  fuch  abihtics  in  its  owner, 
as  eafes  us  of  the  apprehenfion  of  much  mifchief  from  it  ;  fo  that 
the  Poet  fuppofcs  fuch  a  one  fecure  from  the  ferious  refentment  of 
Heaven,  though  it  may  permit  fale  or  fortune  to  bring  him  into 
that  public  contempt  and  ridicule,  which  his  natural  badnefs  of 
heart  fo  well  deferves.  Warburton. 

Ver.  20.  Bids  Bubo  hutld,']  He  means  Bub  Dodington's  mag- 
nificent palace  at  Eaftbury   near  Blandford,  which  he  had  juft 

finiflied. 

Ver.  23.  The  Earl  of  Burlington  was  then  publirtiing  the 
Defigns  of  Liigo  Jones,  and  the  Antiquities  of  Rome  by  Palladio. 

Pope. 

Ver.  23.  YouJIoo'U)  tu,  Rome']  "  Never  was  proteftion  and  great 
wealth  *,'*  fays  an  able  judge  of  the  fubjeft,  "  more  generoufly  and 
judicioufly  diffufed  than  by  this  great  perfon,  who  had  every  quality 
of  a  genius  and  artift,  except  envy.  Though  his  own  defigns  were 
more  chafte  and  claflic  than  Kent's,  he  entertained  him  in  his  houfe 
till  his  death,  and  was  more  ftudious  to  extend  his  friend's  fame  than 
his  own.  As  we  have  few  famples  of  architeclure  more  antique  and 
impofuig  than  the  colonnade  within  the  court  of  his  houfe  in 
Piccadilly,  I  cannot  help  mentioning  the  efiedl  it  had  on  myfelL 
I  had  not  only  never  feen  it,  but  had  never  heard  of  it,  at  leaft 
with  any  attention,  when,  foon  after  my  return  from  Italy,  I  was 

invited 


*  Mr.  Walpole,  p.  loS.     Anecdotes  of  Painting,  vol.  iv. 
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Yet  fhall  (my  Lord)  your  juft,  your  noble  rules,  25 
Pill  half  the  land  with  Imitating  Fools  j 

Who 

NOTES. 

invited  to  a  ball  at  Burlington-houfe.  As  I  pafled  under  the  gate 
by  night,  it  could  not  ftrike  me.  At  day-break,  looking  out  of 
the  window  to  fee  the  fun  rife,  I  war.  furprifed  with  the  vifion  of 
the  colonnade  that  fronted  me.  It  feemed  one  of  thofe  edifices  in 
Fairy  tales,  that  are  raifed  by  genii  in  a  night's  time."  Pope 
having  appeared  an  excellent  moralift  in  the  foregoing  Epiftlcs,  in 
this  appears  to  be  as  excellent  aconnoiffbur,  and  has  given  not  only 
fome  of  our  firfl.,  but  our  bed  rules  and  obfervations  on  architecture 
and  gardening,  but  particularly  on  the  latter  of  thefe  uftful  and 
entertaining  arts,  on  which  he  has  dwelt  more  largely,  and  with 
rather  more  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft.  The  following  is  copied 
■verbatim  from  a  little  paper  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Spence  :  *'  Arts 
are  taken  from  nature  ;  and,  after  a  thoufand  vain  efforts  for 
improvements,  are  beft  when  they  return  to  their  firft  fimplicity. 
A  fketch  or  analyfis  of  the  firft  principles  of  each  art,  with  their 
firft  confequences,  might  be  a  thing  of  moft  excellent  fervice. 
Thus,  for  inftancc,  all  the  rules  of  architefture  might  be  reducible 
to  three  or  four  heads ;  the  juftnefs  of  the  openings ;  bearings 
upon  bearings  ;  the  regularity  of  the  pillars,  &c.  That  which  is 
not  juft  in  buildings  is  difagreeable  to  the  eye  (as  a  greater  upon  a 
lefFer,  &c.),  and  this  may  be  called  the  reafoning  of  the  eye.  In 
laying  out  a  garden,  the  firft  and  chief  thing  to  be  confidered  is 
the  genius  of  the  place.  Thus  at  Riflcins,  now  called  Piercy 
Lodge,  Lord  *  *  *  fliould  have  raifed  two  or  three  mounts, 
becaufe  his  fituation  is  all  a  plain,  and  nothing  can  pleafe  without 
variety."   ■  ^ 

Mr.  Walpole,  in  his  elegant  and  entertaining  Hiftory  of  Modern 
Gardening,  has  clearly  proved  that  Kent  was  the  artiil  to  whom 
the  Englifti  nation  was  chiefly  indebted  for  diffufing  a  tafte  in 
laying  out  grounds,  of  which  the  French  and  Italians  have  no 
idea.  But  he  adds,  much  to  the  credit  of  our  Author,  that  Pope 
undoubtedly  contributed  to  form  Kent's  tafte.  The  defigu  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  garden  at  Carlton  Houfe  was  evidently  borrowed 
from  the  Poet's  at  Twickenham.  There  was  a  little  aff'efted 
modcfty  in  the  latter,  when  he  faid,  of  all  his  Works  he  was  moft 
proud  of  his  garden.     And  yet  it  was  a  fingular  effort  of  art  and 

Y  3  tafte 
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Who  random  drawings  from  your  fheets  (hall  take. 
And  of  one  beauty  many  blunders  make  j 

Load 

NOTES. 

tafte  to  imprefs  fo  much  variety  and  fcenery  on  a  fpot  of  five  acres. 
The  paffing  through  the  gloom  from  the  grotto  to  the  opening 
day,  the  retiring  and  again  aflembhng  (hades,  the  duflcy  groves, 
the  larger  lawn,  and  the  folemnity  of  the  termination  at  the 
cyprefTes  that  lead  up  to  his  mother's  tomb,  arc  managed  with 
exquifite  judgment  ;  and  though  Lord  Peterborough  aflilted 
him 

"  To  form  his  quincunx,  and  to  rank  his  vines," 
thofe  were  not  the  moft  pleafing  ingredients  of  his  little  perfpec- 
tive.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  difpofition  of  the  garden  at 
Roufliam,  laid  out  by  General  Dormer,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
moft  engaging  of  all  Kent's  works,  was  not  planned  on  the  model 
of  Mr.  Pope's,  at  leaft  in  the  opening  and  retiring  "  (hades  of 
Venus'sVale." 

It  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  many  years  before  this  Epiftle 
was  written,  and  before  Kent  was  employed  as  an  improver  of 
grounds,  even  fo  early  as  the  year  1713,  Pope  feems  to  have  been 
the  very  firft  perfon  that  cenfured  and  ridiculed  the  formal  French, 
Dutch,  falfe  and  unnatural  mode  in  gardening,  by  a  paper  in  the 
Guardian,  No.  173,  levelled  againft  capricious  operations  of  art, 
and  every  fpecies  of  verdant  fculpture  and  inverted  nature  ;  which 
paper  abounds  with  wit  as  well  as  tafte,  and  ends  with  a  ridiculous 
catalogue  of  various  figures  cut  in  evergreens.  Neither  do  I  think 
that  thefe  four  lines  in  this  Epiftle, 

*'  Here  Amphitrite  fails  thro'  myrtle  bow'rs  ; 

There  gladiators  fight,  or  die  in  flow'rs  :  ^ 

Unwater'd  fee  the  drooping  fea-horfe  mourn. 

And  fwallows  rooft  on  Nilus'  dufty  urn  :" 
do  at  all  excel  the  following  paffage  in  his  Guardian  : 

"  A  citizen  is  no  fooner  proprietor  of  a  couple  of  yews,  but  he 
entertains  thoughts  of  erecting  them  into  giants,  like  thofe  of 
Guildhall.  I  know  of  an  eminent  cook  who  beautified  his  coun- 
try-feat with  a  coronation  dinner  in  greens,  where  you  fee  the 
champion  flourifhing  on  horfeback  at  the  end  of  the  table,  and  the 
queen  in  perpetual  youth  at  the  other." 

But 
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Load  fpme  vain  Church  with  old  Theatric  ftate. 
Turn  Arcs  of  Triumph  to  a  Garden-gate ;  30 

Reverfe 

NOTES. 

But  it  was  the  vigorous  and  creative  imagination  of  Milton, 
fuperior  to  the  prejudices  of  his  time,  that  exhibited  in  his  Eden 
the  firft  hints  and  quthiies  of  what  a  beautiful  garden  fhould  be  ; 
for  even  his  beloved  Ariofto  and  Taffo,  in  their  luxuriant  pidlure* 
of  the  gardens  of  Alcina  and  Armida,  {hewed  they  were  not  free 
irom  the  unnatural  and  narrow  tafte  of  their  countrymen  ;  and 
even  his  mailer,  Spenfer,  has  an  artificial  fountain  in  the  midit  of 
his  bower  of  blif&. 

I  cannot  forbear  taking  occafion  to  remark  in  this  place,  that  in 
the  facred  drama,  intitled  L'Adamo,  written  and  publifhed  at 
Milan,  ia  the  year  1617,  by  Gio  Battifta  Andreini,  a  Florentine, 
which  Milton  certainly  had  read,  (and  of  which  Voltaire  has  given 
fo  falfe  and  fo  imperfeft  an  account  in  his  Effays  on  the  Epic 
Poets,)  the  prints  that  are  to  reprefent  Paradife  are  full  of  clipt 
hedges,  fquare  parterres,  ftraight  walks,  trees  uniformly  lopt,  regu- 
lar knots  and  carpets  of  flowers,  groves  nodding  at  groves,  marble 
fountains,  and  water-works.  And  yet  thefe  prints  were  defigned 
by  Carlo  Antonio  Proccachini,  a  celebrated  landfcape  painter  of 
his  time,  and  of  the  fchool  of  the  Carraches  :  many  of  thofe  works 
are  ftill  admired  at  Milan.  To  every  fcene  of  this  drama  is  pre- 
fixed a  print  of  this  artift's  defigning.  The  poem,  though  wild 
and  incorreft,  has  many  itrokes  of  genius.  The  author  was  an 
aftor. 

It  hence  appears,  that  this  enchanting  art  of  modem  gardening, 
in  which  this  kingdom  claims  a  preference  over  every  nation  in 
Europe,  chiefly  owes  its  origin  and  its  improvements  to  two  great 
poets,  Milton  and  Pope.  May  I  be  fuffered  to  add,  in  behalf  of 
a  favourite  autlior,  and  who  would  have  been  a  firft-rate  poet,  if 
his  ftyle  had  been  equal  to  his  conceptions,  that  the  Seafons  of 
Thomfon  have  been  very  inttrumental  in  diffuling  a  general  tafl:e 
for  the  beauties  of  nature  and  landfcape  ?  Warton. 

Ver.  29.  Load  fame  vain  Church  vj'ith  old  Theatric  Jlate,']  In 
which  there  is  a  complication  of  abfurdities,  arifing  both  from 
their  difi^erent  natures  and  forms :  For  the  one  being  for  religious 
fervicci  and  the  other  only  for  civil  amuftmenty  it  is  impoflible  that 
the  profufe  and  lafcivious  ornaments  of  the  latter  ftiould  become  the 

y  4  modefty 
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Reverfe  your  Ornaments  ;  and  hang  them  all 
On  fome  patch'd  dog-hole  ek'd  with  ends  of  wall ; 

Then 


modefty  and  fanftity  of  the  other.  Nor  will  any  examples  of  this 
vanity  of  drefsin  the  facred  buildings  of  antiquity  juftify  this  imi- 
tation ;  for  thofe  ornaments  might  be  very  fuitable  to  a  Temple 
of  Bacchus,  or  Venus,  which  would  ill  become  the  fobriety  and 
purity  of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

Befides,  it  (hould  be  confidered,  that  the  form  of  a  Theatre 
would  not  permit  the  architectonic  ornaments  to  be  placed  but  on 
the  outward  face  ;  whereas  thofe  of  a  Church  may  be  as  commo- 
dioufly,  and  are  more  properly,  put  within  ;  particularly  in  great 
and  clofe  pent-up  Cities,  where  the  inceffant  driving  of  the  fmoke, 
in  a  little  time,  corrodes  and  deftroys  all  outward  ornaments  of 
this  kind ;  efpecially  if  the  members,  as  in  the  common  tafte, 
be  fmall  and  little. 

Our  Gothic  anceftors  had  jufter  and  manlier  notions  of  magni- 
ficence, on  Greek  and  Roman  ideas,  than  thefe  Mimics  of  Tqftcy 
who  profefs  to  ftudy  only  claflic  elegance.  And  becaufe  the 
thing  does  honour  to  the  genius  of  thofe  Barbarians,  I  fliall  endea- 
vour to  explain  it.  All  our  ancient  Churches  are  called,  without 
HMndiion,  Goth'u  ;  but  erroneoufly.  They  are  of  two  forts  ;  the 
one  built  in  the  Saxon  times  ;  the  other  in  the  Norman.  Several 
Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Churches  of  the  firll  fort  are  yet  remaining, 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  part :  of  which,  this  was  the  Original : 
When  the  Saxon  kings  became  Chriftian,  their  piety  (which  was 
the  piety  of  the  times)  confifted  in  building  Churches  at  home, 
and  ptrfonning  pilgrimages  abroad,  efpecially  to  the  Holy  Land: 
and  thefe  fpiritual  Exercifes  affifted  and  fupported  one  another. 
For  the  moft  venerable  as  well  as  moft  elegant  models  of  religious 
edifices  were  then  in  Paleftine.  From  thefe,  our  Saxon  Builders 
took  the  whole  of  their  ideas,  as  may  be  feen  by  comparing  the 
dravyings  which  travellers  have  given  us  of  the  Churches  yet  ftand- 
ing  ift  that  country,  with  the  Saxon  remains  of  what  we  find  at 
home  ;  and  particularly  in  that  famenefs  of  ftyle  in  the  later  reli- 
gious edifices  of  the  Knights  Templars  (profefiedly  built  upon  the 
model  of  tiie  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerufalem)  with  the 
eg:ft^r  remains  of  our  Saxon  Edifices.  Now  the  architedlure  of 
the.  Holy  Land  'vyas  Grecian,  but  greatly  fallen  from  its  ancient 

elegance. 
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Then  clap  four  ilices  of  Pilafter  on't. 

That,  lac'd  with  bits  of  ruflic,  makes  a  Front. 

Shall 


elegance.  Our  Saxon  performance  was  indeed  a  bad  copy  of  it ; 
and  as  much  inferior  to  the  works  of  St.  Helcne  and  Juftinian,  as 
theirs  were  to  the  Grecian  models  they  had  followed :  Yet  fliU 
the  footftcps  of  ancient  art  appeared  in  the  circular  arches,  the 
entire  columns,  the  divifion  of  the  entablature,  into  a  fort  of 
Architrave,  Frize,  and  Corniche,  and  a  folidity  equally  difFufed 
over  the  whole  mafs.  This,  by  way  of  diftinftion,  I  would  call 
the  Saxon  Architefture. 

But  our  Norman  works  had  a  very  different  original.  When 
the  Goths  had  conquered  Spain,  and  the  genial  warmth  of  the 
climate,  and  the  religion  of  the  old  inhabitants,  had  ripened  their 
wits,  and  inflamed  their  miftaken  piety,  (both  kept  in  exercife  by 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Saracens,  through  emulation  of  their 
fcience  and  averfion  to  their  fuperftition),  they  ftnick  out  a  new 
fpecies  of  Architedlure  unknown  to  Greece  and  Rome  ;  upon  ori- 
ginal principles  and  ideas  much  nobler  than  what  had  given  birth 
even  to  claffical  magnificence  :  For  this  northern  people  having 
been  accuftomed,  during  the  gloom  of  Paganifm,  to  worfliip  the 
Deity  in  Groves  (a  praftice  common  to  all  nations),  when  their 
new  religion  required  covered  edifices,  they  ingenioufly  projeded 
to  make  them  refemble  Groves,  as  nearly  as  the  diftance  of  Archi- 
te£lure  would  permit ;  at  once  indulging  their  old  prejudices,  and 
providing  for  their  prefent  conveniencies,  by  a  cool  receptacle  in 
a  fultiy  climate.  And  with  what  fl<ill  and  fuccefs  they  executed 
the  projedl  by  the  afliilance  of  Saracen  Architects,  whofe  exotic 
ftyle  of  building  very  luckily  fuited  their  purpofe,  appears  from 
hence,  That  no  attentive  obferver  ever  viewed  a  regular  Avenue 
of  well-grown  trees,  intermixing  their  branches  over  head,  but  it 
prefently  put  him  in  mind  of  the  long  Viilo  through  a  Gothic 
Cathedral ;  or  ever  entered  one  of  the  larger  and  more  elegant  Edi- 
fices of  this  kind,  but  it  reprefented  to  his  imagination  an  Avenue 
of  trees.  And  this  alone  is  what  can  be  truly  called  the  Gothic 
ftyle  of  Building. 

Under  this  idea,  of  fo  extraordinary  a  fpecies  of  Architefture, 
all  the  irregular  tranfgreflions  againft  art,  all  the  monftrous 
offences   againft  nature,  difappcarj    every  thing  has   its  reafon, 

every 
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Shall  call  the  winds  thro*  long  arcades  to  roar,        35 
Proud  to  catch  cold  at  a  Venetian  door  j 

Confcious 


every  thing  is  in  order,  and  an  harmonious  Whole  arifes  from  the 
ftudious  application  of  means,  proper  and  proportioned  to  the  end. 
For  could  the  Arches  be  otherwife  than  pointed  when  the  Work- 
man was  to  imitate  that  curve  which  branches  of  two  oppofitc 
trees  make  by  their  interfedion  with  one  another  ?  Or  could  the 
Columns  be  otherwife  than  fplit  into  diilind  (hafts,  when  they  were 
to  reprefent  the  Stems  of  a  clump  of  Trees  growing  dole  toge- 
ther ?,  On  the  fame  principles  they  formed  the  fpreading  ramifi- 
cation of  the  llone-work  in  the  windows,  and  the  ftaincd  glafs  in 
the  interftices  ;  the  one  to  reprefent  the  branches,  and  the  other  the 
leaves,  of  an  opening  Grove  ;  and  both  concurred  to  preferve  that 
gloomy  light  which  infpires  rehgious  reverence  and  dread.  Laftly, 
we  fee  the  reafon  of  their  ftudied  averfion  to  apparent  folidity  in 
thefe  ftnpendous  maffes,  deemed  fo  abfurd  by  men  accuftomed  to 
the  apparent  as  well  as  real  ftrength  of  Grecian  Architecture. 
Had  it  been  only  a  w^anton  exercife  of  the  Artiii's  (kill,  to  fhew  he 
could  give  real  ftrength  without  the  appearance  of  any,  we  might 
indeed  admire  his  fuperior  fcience,  but  we  muft  needs  condemn  his 
ill  judgment.  But  when  one  confiders,  that  this  furprifing  light- 
nefs  was  neceffary  to  complete  the  execution  of  his  idea  of  a  Sylvan 
place  of  worfhip,  one  cannot  fufRciently  admire  the  ingenuity  of 
the  contrivance. 

This  too  will  account  for  the  contrary  qualities  in  what  I  caU 
the  Saxon  ArchtteSiure.  Thefe  Artifts  copied,  as  has  been  faid, 
from  the  churches  in  the  Holy  Land,  which  were  built  on  the 
models  of  the  Grecian  Architecture  ;  but  corrupted  by  prevaihng 
barbarifm  ;  and  ftill  further  depraved  by  a  religious  idea.  The 
firft  places  of  Chriftian  worfhip  were  Sepulchres  and  fubterraneous 
caverns,  low  and  heavy  from  neceffity.  When  Chriftianity  became 
the  Religion  of  the  State,  and  fumptuous  Temples  began  to  be 
erefted,  they  yet,  in  regard  to  the  firft  pious  ages,  prefervcd  the 
maffive  Style  ;  made  ftill  more  venerable  by  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre;  where  this  ftyle  was,  on  a  double  account,  followed 
and  aggravated. 

Such  as  is  here  defcribed  was  Gothic  Architecture.  And 
it  would  be  no  difcredit  to  the  warmeft  admirers  of  Jones  and  Pal- 
ladia to  acknowledge  it  hath  its  merit.     Thev  muft  at  leaft  confefs 

7  '  it 
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Confcious  they  a£l  a  true  Palladian  part. 
And  if  they  ftarve,  they  ftarve  by  rules  of  art. 
Oft  have  you  hinted  to  your  brother  Peer, 
A  certain  truth,  which  many  buy  too  dear  :  40 

Something 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  39.  Oft  have  you  h'wted  to  your  brother  Peer^ 
A  certain  truth, — ] 
aad  in  this  artful  manner  begins  the  body  of  the  Epiflle. 

I. 
The  firft  part  of  it  (from  ver,  38  to  99.)  delivers  rules  for 
attaining  to  the  magnificent  in  juft  expence  ;  which  is  the  fame 
in  Building  and  Planting,  that  the  sublime  is  in  Painting  and 
Poetry  ;  and  confequently,  the  qualities  neceffary  for  the  attain- 
ment of  both  mud  be  analogous. 

I.  The 

KOTES. 

it  had  a  nobler  birth,  though  an  humbler  fortune,  than  the  Greek 
and  Roman  Architecture. — The  Reader  may  fee  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher  Wren's'  account  of  this  matter  from  fome  papers  of  his, 
publifhed  fince  the  printing  this,  in  a  book  called  Parentalia, 
page  273 — 297 — 306-7-8 — 355,  and  then  judge  for  himfelf. 

Warburton. 

See  Wren's  Parentalia,  the  Preface  to  Bentham's  Hiftory  of 
Ely  Cathedral,  in  which  it  is  faid  he  was  aflifted  by  Gray. 

Warton. 

Ver.  30.  Turn  Arcs  of  Triumph  to  a  Garden-gate ;']  This  abfur- 
dity  feems  to  have  arifcn  from  an  injudicious  imitation  of  what 
thefe  Builders  might  have  heard  of,  at  the  entrance  of  the  ancitnt 
Gardens  of  Rome :  But  they  do  not  confidcr,  that  thofe  were 
public  Gardens,  given  to  the  people  by  fome  great  man  after  a 
triumph  ;  to  which,  therefore,  Arcs  of  this  kind  were  very  fuit- 
able  ornaments.  Warburton. 

Ver.  36.  Proud  to  catch  cold  at  a  Venetian  door  ;'\  In  the  fore- 
going inilancts,  the  Poet  expofes  the  abfurd  imitation  of  foreign 
and  difcordar.t  manners  in  public  buildings  ;  here  he  turns  to  the 
.  ftill  greater  abfurdity  of  taking  their  models  from  a  difcordant 
climate,  '\n  t\\tw  private  ;  which  folly,  he  fuppofes,  maybe  more 
eafily  redreffed,  as  men  will  be  fooacr  brought  to  feel  for  thera- 
felves  than  to  fee  for  the  public.  Warburton. 
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Something  there  is  more  needful  than  Expence, 
And  fomething  previous  ev*n  to  Tafte — 'tis  Senfe : 
Good  Senfe,  which  only  is  the  gift  of  Heav'n, 
And  though  no  Science,  fairly  worth  the  feven : 
A  Light,  which  in  yourfelf  you  muft  perceive  ;       45 
Jones  and  Le  Notre  have  it  not  to  give. 

To  build,  to  plant,  whatever  you  intend. 
To  rear  the  Column,  or  the  Arch  to  bend. 

To 
com'mentary, 

I.  The  firft  and  fundamental,  he  fhevvs  (from  ver.  38  to  47.)  to 
be  Sense  : 

•'  Good  Senfe^  which  only  is  the  gift  of  Heav'n  ; 
And  tho'  no  Science,  fairly  worth  the  feven." 
And  for  that  reafon  ;  not  only  as  it  is  the  foundation  dnd  parent 
of  them  all,  and  the  conilant  regulator  and  diredlor  of  their  ope- 
rations ;  or,  as  the  Poet  better  expreffes  it, — of  every  art  the  foul ; 
but  likewife  as  it  alone  can,  in  cafe  of  need,  very  often  fupply  the 
offices  of  every  one  of  them.  Warburton. 

Ver.  47.  To  buildt  to  plant,  ISjcr^  2.  The  next  quality,  for 
dignity  and  ufe,  is  Taste,  and  but  the  next:  For,  as  the  Poet 
truly  obferves,  there  is — fomething  previous  ev^n  to  Tafle — '//V  Senfe; 
and  this  in  the  order  of  things  :  For  Senfe  is  a  tafte  and  true  con- 
ception of  Nature  ;  and  Tafte  is  a  fenfe  or  true  conception  of  beau- 
tiful Nature ;  but  we  muft  lirft  know  the  eflences  of  things, 
before  we  can  judge  truly  of  their  qualities  :  The  bufinefs  of  Tajle, 
therefore,  in  the  purfuit  of  mag7iificence,  is  as  the  Poet  fhevvs  us 
(from  ver.  46  to  65.),  i.  (to  ver.  51.)  To  catch  or  lay  hold  on 
Nature,  where  fhe  appears  moft  in  her  charms.  2.  (to  ver.  57.) 
To  adorn  her,  when  taken,  as  beft  fuits  her  dignity  and  quality  ; 
that  is,  to  drefs  her  in  the  light  and  modeft  habit  of  a  Virgin,  not 

load 

NOTES. 

Ver.  46.  Le  Notre']  The  architeft  of  the  groves  and  grottos 
of  Verfailles :  He  came  hither  on  a  mlffion  to  improve  our  tafte. 
He  planted  St.  James's  and  Greenwich  Parks:  no  great  monu- 
ments of  his  invention.     Walpole  on  Gardening,  p.  278. 
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To  fwell  the  Terras,  or  to  fink  the  Grot ; 
In  all,  let  Nature  never  be  forgot.  50 

But 

COMMENTARY. 

load  her  with  the  gaudy  ornaments  of  a  Proftitute.     This  rule 
obferved,  will  prevent  a  tranfgreflion  in  the  following,  which  is, 
not  to  let  all  her  beauties  be  feen  at  once,  but  in  fucceflion  ;  for 
that  advantage  is  infeparable  from  a  graceful  and  well-dreffed 
perfon.     3.  (to  ver.  6^.)  To  take  care  that  the  ornaments  be  well 
direded  to  that  part,  which  it  is  your  pui-pofe  to  adorn  ;  and  as, 
in  dreffing  out  a  rnodeft.  Fair  (which  is  the  Poet's  own  comparifon), 
the  colours  are  fuited  to  her  complexion  ;  the  fluff,  to  the  pro- 
portion of  her  perfon  ;  and  the  fafliion,  to  her  air  and  fhape ;  fo  in 
ornamenting  a  Villa,  tl^e  rife  or  fall  of  ivalers  fhould  corrtfpond  to 
its  acclivities  or  declivities  ;  the  artificial  hills  or  vales.,  to  its  cover 
or  expofare  ;  and  the  manner  of  calling  in  the  country ,  to  the  difpo- 
fttion  of  its  afpetl.     But  again,  as  in  the  illuftration,  whatever  be 
the  variety  in  colour,  fluff,  or  fafhion,  they  muft  ftill  be  fo  fuited 
with  refpeft  to  one  another,  as  to  produce  an  agreement  and  har- 
mony in  their  affemblage  :  fo  woods,  waters,  mountains,  vales,  and 
viflas  muft,  amidft  all  their  diverfity,  be  fo  difpofed  with  a  relation  to 
each  other,  as  to  create  a  perfeft  fymmetry  refulting  from  the 
whole ;  and  this,  the  Genius  of  the  place,  when  rcligioufly  con- 
fulted,  will  never  fail  to  inform  us  of  ;  who,  as  the  Poet  fays, 
*'  Now  breaks,  or  now  direfls,  th'  intending  lines  ; 
Paints  as  you  plant,  ar.d,  as  you  work,  defigns." 
And  this  is  a  full  and  complete  defcription  of  the  office  of  Tafle. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  5c.  In  all,  let  Nature^  In  Caftell's  Villas  of  the  Ancients, 
folio,  London,  1728,  may  be  feen  how  much  the  celebrated  Tuf- 
can  villa  refembled  our  gardens,  as  they  were  planned  a  few  years 
ago.     Pliny's  villa  was  like  his  genius.  Warton. 

Ver.  50.  Inall,  let  Nature'\  Notvvithflanding  all  the  objedtioiis 
which  of  late  have  been  made  to  the  method  of  laying  out  grounds 
purfucd  by  Brown,  &c.  it  ought  always  to  be  remembered,  that 
both  Pope  and  Kent,  and  Shenftone,  and  afterwards  Brown  (for 
J  do  not  mention  Milton,  becaufe  he  was  not  a  pradical  gar- 
dener), were  the  firll  who  approached  towards  Nature,  in  difcard- 
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But  treat  the  Goddefs  like  a  modefl  fair, 
Nor  over-drefs,  nor  leave  her  wholly  bare  ; 
Let  not  each  beauty  ev*ry  where  be  ipy'd, 
Where  half  the  fkill  is  decently  to  hide. 

He 

NOTES. 

ing  the  artificial  ftyle  and  trim  quaintnefles  which  were  confidered 
the  great  ornaments  of  garden-fcenery  before  their  time.  Let 
them  at  leaft  have  this  merit.  If,  as  is  very  true,^  they  carried 
their  ideas  too  far — if  their  perpetual  line  of  beauty  be  tirefome, 
and  their  ornaments,  the  laurel  circus's,  their  *'  terminated  points," 
the  edged  'waters.,  are  to  the  eye  of  the  great  Poet  or  Painter 
but  fo  many  littleneffes,  as  inftpid  as  the  artificial  objedls,  the  clipped 
hedges,  and  the  cut  yews  they  fupplanted,  were  unnatural  i  yet 
the  merit  of  having  firft  opened  the  eye  of  talle  to  more  natural 
combinations  of  beauty,  ought  not  to  be  denied  them.  Nor 
Ihould  they  be  decried  as  tht  fubvertcrs  of  rural  beauty,  inftead  of 
being  confidered  the  Jirjl  promoters  ;  for  no  one  can  fay  but  that 
clumps,  however  round  and  black,  are  handfomer,  and  more  natural, 
than  trees  cut  into  "  dragons,"  &c. 

It  remained  for  an  ingenious  and  eloquent  writer  of  the  pre- 
fent  age,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  *,  of  tafte,  and  originality  of 
thinking,  accurately  to  diftinguifh  the  charafters  of  the  "  beautiful 
2raA  pi3urefque  ;"  and  he  has  opened  the  Englifh  eye  to  ampler  and 
nobler  views  of  Landfcape  Gardening  ;  fuch  as  Milton,  when  he 
meditated  his  fublimeft  rural  pifture,  would  have  approved.  I  ftill, 
however,  think  he  carries  his  ideas,  particularly  refpefting  fore- 
grounds, too  far  ;  and  that  he  is  fomewhat  too  hard  in  his  ilriftures 
on  thofe  who,  after  all,  were  the  firft  to  inculcate,  whatever  might 
have  been  their  praftice-, 

<• let  Nature  never  be  forgot !" 

Dr.  Warton  mentions  Milton  and  Pope  as  the  Poets  to  whom 
Englifh  Landfcape  is  indebted.     He  forgot  poor  Shenftone  ! 

Ver.  53.  Let  not  each  beauty  ev'ry  where  he  fpy'd. 
Where  half  the  Jhill  is  decently  to  hide.~\ 

The  late  lamented  Thomas  Warton,  in  his  excellent  edition  of 
Milton's  Poems,  has,  as  ufuat,  vjrith  as  much  tafte  as  good  fenfe, 
moft  clearly  elucidated  this  point : 

"Where 

•  Effay  on  Pidlurefque,  by  H.  Price,  Efq. 
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He  gain?  all  points,  who  pleafingly  confounds,       $^ 
Surprizes,  varies,  and  conceals  the  Bounds. 

Confult  the  Genius  of  the  Place  in  all ; 
That  tells  the  Waters,  or  to  rife  or  fall ; 
Or  helps  th*  ambitious  Hill  the  Heav'ns  to  fcale, 
Or  fcoops  in  circling  theatres  the  Vale ;  60 

Calls  in  the  Country,  catches  opening  Glades, 
Joins  willing  Woods,  and  varies  Shades  from  Shades; 
Now  breaks,  or  now  direds,  th'  intending  Lines; 
Paints  as  you  plant,  and,  as  you  work,  defigns. 

Still 

KOTES. 

"  Where  only  a  little  is  feeni  more  is  left  to  the  imagination. 
Thefe  fymptoms  of  an  old  palace,  efpecially  when  thus  difpofed, 
have  a  greater  efFeft,  than  a  difcovery  of  larger  parts,  and  a  full 
difplay  of  the  whole.  The  erabofomcd  battlements,  ancf  the 
fpreading  top  of  the  tall  grove,  on  which  they  refledl  a  reciprocal 
charm,  ftill  further  intereft  the  fancy ;  whilft  Juji  enough  of  the 
towering  JlruBure  is  ftiewn,  to  make  an  accompaniment  to  the 
tufted  expanfe  of  venerable  verdure,  and  to  compofe  a  pidlurefque 
affociation.  Modern  feats  are  feldom  fo  deeply  ambufhed  :  they 
difclofe  their  glories  at  once,  and  never  excite  expeftation  by 
concealment,  by  gradual  approaches,  and  by  interrupted  appear- 
ances."    Edition  of  Milton,  p.  54. 

Ver.  58.  That  tells  the  /JV/iTj,]  Would  it  not  give  hfe  and 
vigour  to  th;  i\oh\z profopopaiay  if  we  were  to  venture  to  alter  only 
one  word,  and  read,  in  the  fecond  line, 

"He  tells  tli<i  Wnjers- 

inftead  of  '■    .>     •      .  .     ■  <: 

That  uWil-— '  ;     V.    • 

Our  Author  is  ncvei  ).r . ;;  ;f  tHati'^in  his  alllifion^  to  Painting, 
an  art  he  fo  much  a.lr.iiici  and  imderftood  :  So  below,  at 
ver.  8r. 

"  The  woni\/ii/)porfs  the  plain i  the  parts  unifef 

AvdJIrength  of  JhaJe  contends  with  Jlrength  of  light.** 

Indeed,  the  two  arts  in  qucilion  differ  only  in  the  materials 
which  they  employ  Warton. 
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Still  follow  Senfe,  of  ev'ry  art  the  foul,  65 

Parts  anfw'ring  parts  fhall  Aide  into  a  whole, 
Spontaneous  beauties  all  around  advance. 
Start  ev'n  from  Difficulty,  ftrike  from  Chance ; 

Nature 

COM  M  ENTAR  Y. 

Ver.  6^.  Still foUonv  Senfe,  ilfc.'\  But  now  when  Good  Senfe  has 
led  us  up  to  Tafle,  our  fondnefs  for  the  elegancies  of  our  new  millrefs, 
oftentimes  occalions  us  to  negieft  the  plainnefs  and  fimpHcity  of  the 
old  ;  we  are  but  too  apt  to  forfake  our  Guide,  and  to  give  ourfelve9 
up  folely  to  Tiijle.  .Our  Author's  next  rule,  therefore,  3.  is,  Still 
to  folloiu  Senfe,  and  let  Senfe  perpetually  accompany  us  through  all 
the  works  of  Tajle. 

«  Still  follow  Senfe,  of  ev'ry  Art  the  SoulV 
That  is.  Good  Setfe  fliould  never  be  a  moment  abfent  from  the 
works  of  Tajle,  any  more  than  the  foul  from  the  body  ;  for  jufl  as 
the  foul  animates  and  infonns  every  air  and  feature  of  a  beauteous 
body,  fo  Senfe  gives  life  and  vigour  to  all  the  produftions  of 
Talle.  Warburton. 

Ver.  66.  Parts  anfiv^ring  Parts,  ^c.'\  The  Poet  then  explains 
the  particular  advantages  of  the  union  of  Senfe  with  Tafte  (from 
this  verfe  to  71.).  i.  That  the  beautiful  parts  which  Tafte  has 
laid  out  and  contrived,  Senfe  makes  to  anfwer  to  one  another,  and 
to  Jlide  naturally,  without  violence,  zWo  a  w/Wf.  2.  That  many 
beauties  wWXfpontaneouJly  offer  themfelves,  fuggefted  from  the  veiT" 
neceffity  which  5^///^  lays  upon  us,  of  conforming  the  parts  to  the 
whole,  which  no  original  invention  of  Tajle  would  have  fupplied. 
3.  A  third  advantage  is,  that  you  are  then  always  fure  to  have 
Nature  on  your  fide  ; 

"  Nature  {hall  join  you" 

The  expreffion  is  important  ;  when  we  were  bid  to  begin  luith  Senfe, 
we  were  (hewn  how  this  would  lead  us  to  Tafle  in  the  purfuit  of 
Nature  :  but  now,  that  he  bids  us  to  go  on  with  Senfe,  or  Jlill  tcf 
folloiv  it,  after  having  arrived  at  Tajle,  he  tells  us,  that  Nature 
will  then  join  us  of  her  own  accord  :  This  has  a  great  beauty, 
which  arifes  from  the  philofophic  truth  of  the  obfervation.  For, 
as  we  obferved  before,  Senfe  being  a  right  conception  of  Nature, 
and  Ta/lc  a  right  conception  of  beautiful  Nature  ;  when  thefe  are 
in  conjunction.  Nature  can  Hand  out  no  longer,  but  prefentsherfelf 
to  you  without  further  pains  or  fearch.  Warburton. 
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Nature  fliall  join  you  ;  Time  fhall  make  it  grow 

A  Work  to  wonder  at — perhaps  a  Stow.  70 

Without  it,  proud  Verfailles !  thy  glory  falls ; 
And  Nero's  Terraces  defert  their  walls ; 

The 

COMMENTARY. 

Ver.  71.  Without  ttf  proud  Verfailles!  Cffr.]  To  illuftrate  this 
do6lrine,  the  Poet  next  (hews  us  (from  ver.  70  to  99.),  that  with- 
out this  continued  fupport  of  Good  Senfe^  things  even  oi  t\\Q  kighejl 
Tajle  and  utmojl  Magtijficencet  fuch  as  the  Buildings  of  VerfatHes^ 
the  Gardens  of  Vtllarh,  and  the  Groves  of  Sab'tnus  (which  are  the 
inftances  he  gives),  all,  in  a  very  httle  time,  come  to  nothing  ;  an  d 
no  wonder:  for  the  exercife  of  Tafte  without  Sense  is,  where 
fomething  that  is  not  beautiful  Nature  is  miftaken  for  it,  and  orna- 
malted  as  beautiful  Nature  (hould  be  ;  thefe  ornaments,  therefore, 
being  deftitute  of  all  real  fupport,  muft  be  continually  fubjeft  to 
change.     Sometimes  the  owner  himfelf  will  grow  weary  of  them 

(as 

NOTES. 

Ver  .  69.  Nature Jhall join  you  ;]  I  recolle£Vno  Ancient  that  had 
fo  jull  a  tafte  as  Atticus,  who  preferred  Tully's  houfe  at  Arpi- 
num  to  all  his  other  houfes  ;  declaring  a  contempt  of  the  laboured 
magnificence,  marble  pavements,  artificial  canals,  and  forced 
ftreams  of  the  villas  of  Italy,  compared  with  the  natural  beauties 
of  this  place.     De  Legibus,  Hb.  ii. 

Every  reader  of  taftf,  we  prefume,  muft  be  acquainted  with  the 
Euglifti  garden  of  Mr.  Mafou,  and  with  the  commentary  and 
notes  upon  it  by  Mr.  Burgh.  Warton. 

Ver.  70.  The  feat  and  gardens  of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham 
in  Buckinghamftiire,  ,  Pops. 

Ver.  71.  proud  Verfailles !"]  Every  inftance  of  falfe  tafte  and 
falfe  magnificence  is  to^be  found  at  Verfailles.  Warton. 

Ver.  72.  This  line  is  obfcure  ;  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  is 
meant  by  the  terraces  ^<yf;-/i//^  their  walls.  In  line  172,  below, 
is  another  obfcurity,  "  his  hard  heart  denies," — it  dots  not  imme- 
diately occur  luhufe  heart.  In  line  71,  "  Without  ;/,"  is  obfcure. 
Without  what .''  Good  fenfe,  he  means,  which  is  too  far  disjoined 
in  the  context.  Warton. 
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The  vaft  Parterres  a  thoufand  hands  fhall  make, 
Lo  !  CoBHAM  comes,  and  floats  them  with  a  Lake  : 
Or  cut  wide  views  thro'  Mountains  to  the  Plain,     y^ 
You'll  wifh  your  hill  or  fhelter'd  feat  again. 

Ev'n 

COMMENTARY. 

(as  in  the  cafe  qf  Fillario),  and  find  at  laft,.  that  Nature  is  to  be 
preferred  before  them  : 

"  Tir'd  of  the  fcene  Parterres  and  Fountains  yield, 
He  finds  at  laft,  he  better  likes  a  Field." 
Sometimes,  again,  the  Heir   (like  Sal/inus's)  will  be  changing  a 
bad  Tafte  for  a  worfe  ; 

"  One  boundlefs  green,  or  Jlouri/h^d  carpet  views. 
With  all  the  mournful  family  of  Yews." 
So  that  mere  Tajle  ftanding  expofed  between  the  true  and  falfe, 
like  the  decent  man  between  the  rigidly  virtuous  and  thoroughly 
profligate,  hated  and  defpifed  by  both,  can  never  long  fupport 
itfelf ;  and  with  this,  the  firft  part  of  the  Epiftle  concludes. 

Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  74.  Lo!  Cob  HAM  comes,  and  floats  them  nvith  a  Lake  :'\ 
An  high  compliment  to  the  noble  perfon  on  vv'hom  it  is  beftowed, 
as  making  him  tht  fuhjlitute  of  good  Senfe. — This  office,  in  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  Poem,  was  given  to  another  Man  of  Tafte,  Bridg- 
man ;  who  not  having  the  Senfe  to  fee  that  a  compliment  was 
intended  him,  it  convinced  the  Poet  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him. 

Warburton. 

The  garden  at  Stowe,  which  in  Pope's  time  was  a  "  work  to 
wonder  at,"  may  be  confidered  now,  with  its  temples,  fhell- 
grottoS,  and  half-moon  of  Heads  (called  the  "  Temple  of  Britijh 
Worthies),  almoft  as  unnatural  and  abfurd,  as  the  gardens  which 
Pope  ridiculed.  I  do  not  deny,  however,  that,  taken  altogether, 
without  fo  many  obtrufive  ornaments,  it  has  an  air  of  beauty  and 
pomp,  fuch  as  become  the  cultivated  refidence  of  a  Bi-itifti  Peer ; 
nor  do  T  wiili  to  take  from  the  merit  of  the  firft  defigners. 

VtR .  75,  76.   Or  cut  ivide  views  thro'  Mountains  to  the  Plain, 
Toii'll  ivif}}  your  hill  or  flicker'  d  feat  again.'] 
This    was  done  in    Htrtfordfiiire  by  a  wealthy   citizen,  at    the 
rxpence  of  above   5000I.  by  which  means  (merely  to  overlook  a 

dead 
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Ev'n  in  an  ornament  its  place  remark j 
Nor  in  an  Hermitage  fet  Dr.  Clarke. 

Behold  Villario's  ten-yearS  toil  complete ; 
His  Quincunx  darkens,  his  Efpaliers  meet ;  80 

The  Wood  fupports  the  Plain,  the  parts  unite, 
And  llrength   of  Shade  contends  with  ftrength  of 
Light ; 

A  waving 

NOTES. 

dead  plain)  he  let  in  the  north  wind  upon  his  houfe  and  parterre, 
which  were  before  adorned  and  defended  by  beautiful  woods. 

Fort, 

VER.77.  -^v'tt  in  an  ornament']  Thefe  lines  are  as  ill-placed, 
and  as  injudicious,  as  the  bufto  they  were  defigned  to  cenfure. 
Pope  imbibed  an  averfion  to  this  excellent  man  from  Bohngbrokc, 
v/ho  hated  Clarke,  not  only  becaufe  he  had  written  a  book  which 
this  declamatory  philofopher  could  not  confute,  but  becaufe  he 
was  a  favourite  of  Queen  CaroUne.  In  Pope's  MSS.  were  two 
lines  on  Dr.  Alured  Clarke,  Dean  of  Exeter,  who  muft  not  be 
confounded  with  the  ReBor  of  St.  James's  : 

"  Let  Clarke  tire  half  his  days  the  Poor's  fupport, 
But  let  him  pafs  the  other  half  at  Court ;" 
for  he  was  inftrumental  in  building  our  two  firft  county  hofpitala 
at  Winchefter  and  at  Exeter.  Warton. 

Dr.  Clarke,  in  the  Hermitage  of  Richmond  Park,  is  not  more 
ridiculous  than  the  "  Britifh  Worthies"  are,  at  Stowe. 

V£R.  78.  Jet  Dr.  Clarke,]  Dr.  S.  Clarke's  bufto  placed  by  the 
Qu6en  in  the  Hermitage,  while  the  Do£lor  duly  frequented  the 
Court.  Pope. 

But  he  (hould  have  added — with  the  innocence  and  difmterefted- 
nefs  of  an  Hermit.  Warburton. 

Ver.  82.  Andjlrength  of  Shade]  After  celebrating  Kent  as  very 
inftrumental  in  promoting  the  new  andjuft  taftc  in  gardening,  Mr. 
Walpole  adds,  "  Juft  as  the  encomiums  arc  that  I  have  bcftowed 
on  Kent,  he  was  neither  without  afliftancc  or  faults.  Whoever 
would  fearch  for  his  faults  will  find  an  ample  crop  in  a  very 
favourite  work  of  his,  the  Prints  forSpenfcr's  Fairy  Queen*    A* 

z  2  the 
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A  waving  Glow  the  bloomy  beds  difplay, 

Bluftiing  in  bright  diverfities  of  day, 

"With  filver-quiv'ring  rills  meander'd  o'er—  85 

Enjoy  them,  you !  Villario  can  no  more ; 

Tir'd  of  the  fcene  Parterres  and  Fountains  yield. 

He  finds  at  laft,  he  better  likes  a  Field. 

Thro*   his   young   Woods    how    pleas'd   Sabinus 
ftray'd. 
Or  fat  delighted  in  the  thickening  fliade,  9© 

With  annual  joy  the  redd*ning  fhoots  to  greet. 
Or  fee  the  ftretching  branches  long  to  meet  I 
His  Son's  fine  Tafte  an  op*ning  Villa  loves, 
Foe  to  the  Dr^^ads  of  his  Father's  groves ; 
One  boundlefs  Green,  or  flourifli'd  Carpet  views,   95 
With  all  the  mournful  family  of  Yews ; 

The 


NOTES. 


the  drawings  were  exceedingly  cried  up  by  his  admirers,  the  blame 
was  unjuftly  thrown  on  the  engraver.  His  celebrated  monument 
of  Shakefpeare  in  the  Abbey  was  prepofterous.  Warton. 

VER.83.  A  tvavlng  Glotv'}  Thefe  three  lines  are  full  of  gay 
and  florid  epithets,  well  adapted  to  the  fubjeft.  Warton. 

Ver.  88.  he  better  likes  a  Field.']  The  late  Earl  of  Leicefter, 
being  complimented  upon  the  completion  of  his  great  defign  at 
Holkham,  replied,  "  It  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  ftand  alone  in 
one's  country,  1  look  round  ;  not  a  houfe  is  to  be  feen  but  mine. 
I  am  the  giant  of  Giant-caflle,  and  have  ate  up  all  my  neigh- 
bours." Warton. 

Ver.  95.  The  two  extremes  in  parterres,  which  are  equally 
faulty  ;  a  boundlefs  Green,  large  and  naked  as  a  field,  or  a  fouri/h'd 
Carpet,  where  the  greatnefs  and  noblenefs  of  the  piece  is  lefTened 
by  being  divided  into  too  many^  parts,  with  fcroU'd  works  and 
beds,  of  which  the  examples  are  frequent.  Pope 
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The  thriving  plants,  ignoble  broomfticks  made, 
Now  fweep  thofe  Alleys  they  were  bom  to  fhade. 

At  Timon's  Villa  let  us  pafs  a  day. 
Where  all  cry  out,  "  What  funis  are  thrown  away  !** 

So 

COMMENTARY. 
II. 

VfR.  99.  y//Timon'j  Filial  iffc."]  As  the  firft  part  ended  with 
expofing  the  works  of  Tafle  ivithout  Senfe,  the  fecond  begins  with 
a  defcription  (from  ver.  98  to  173-)  oi falfe Magnificence  without 
EITHER  Sense  or  Taste,  in  the  gardens,  buildings,  table  furni- 
ture, hbrary,  and  way  of  living  of  Lord  Timon  ;  who,  in  none  of 
thefe,  could  diftinguifh  between  greatnefs  and  vallnefs ;  between 
regularity  and  form  ;  between  dignity  and  ftate  ;  nor  between 
learning  and  pedantry.  But  what  then  ?  fays  the  Poet,  refuming 
here  the  great  principle  of  his  Philofophy  (which  thefe  Moral 
Epiftles  were  written  to  illuftrate,  and  confequently,  on  which 
they  are  all  regulated),  though 

*'  Heav'n  vifits  with  a  Tafte  the  wealthy  Fool, 

And  needs  no  Rod " 

yet  the  punifliment  is  confined  as  it  ought ;  and  the  evil  is  turned 
to  the  benefit  of  others  :  For 

**  —  hence  the  Poor  are  cloth'd,  the  Hungry  fed  ; 
Health  to  himfelf,  and  to  his  Infants  bread 
The  Lab'rer  bears  ;  what  his  hard  heart  denies, 
His  charitable  vanity  fupplies.'*  WarbvRTON, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  95.  Carpet  view  si]  His  *^^  Jine  tajle  views  j^  is  an  inaccurate 
cxpreffion,  and  hardly  grammar  ;  at  leaft,  an  harfh  combination  of 
words.  Warton. 

Ver.  96.  mournful  family  of  Tews;]  Touches  upon  the  ill 
tafte  of  thofe  who  are  fo  fond  of  Evergreens  (particularly  Yews, 
which  are  the  moft  tonfile,)  as  to  deftroy  the  nobler  Foreft-trecs 
to  make  way  for  fuch  little  ornaments  as  Pyramids  of  dark  greeq 
continually  repeated,  not  unlike  a  Funeral  procellion.  Pope. 

Ver.  99.  At  Timon'j  Villa']  This  defcription  is  intended  to 
comprize  the  principles  of  a  falfe  Tafte  of  Magnificence,  and  to 
exemplify  what  was  faid  before,  that  nothing  but  Good  Senfe  can 
attain  it.  Pope, 

«  3 
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So  proud,  fo  grand  j  of  that  ftupendous  air,         loi 
Soft  and  Agreeable  come  never  there. 
<Greatnefs,  with  Timon,  dwells  in  fuch  a  draught 
As  brings  all  Brobdignag  before  your  thought. 
To  compafs  this,  his  building  is  a  Town,  105 

His  pond  an  Ocean,  his  parterre  a  Down : 
Who  but  mufl  laugh,  the  Mafter  when  he  fees, 
A  puny  infeft,  ihiv'ring  at  a  breeze ! 

Lo, 

.  VOTES. 

Ver.  99.  Timon'j  Villa]  However  the  facred  duty  of  gratitude 
might  be  violated,  as  is  generally  fuppofed  in  this  inllance,  it  muft 
be  allowed  that  the  fatire  on  that  miftaken  Taile,  which  fuppofed 
Magnificence  to  confift  in  exceflive  Expence,  is  judicious.  It  is 
faid  that  many  particulars  in  the  Duke  of  C.'s  eftabliftment  corre- 
Iponded  with  the  defcription  as  minutely  as  the  Poet  could  venture 
to  make  it.  He  feems  to  have  fallen  into  an  error  not  uncoipmon 
in  the  concluding  verfes,  "  Hence  the  Poor  are  fed,"  &c. :  Thefe 
cfFefts  would  more  certainly  refult  from  employment  on  produaive 
labour,  which,  without  impoverifliing  the  proprietor,  ir.creafes  the 
public  ftock,  and  permanently  improves  the  condition  of  the 
labourer. 

Ver.  103.  Greatnefsy  'with  Timon,']  The  firft  edition  of  this 
Epiftle  was  in  folio,  1731.  A  fpurious  one  was  publifhed  in 
oftavo,  1732,  with  many  fevere  remarks  by  Concanen  and  Wel- 
fted,  as  was  fuppofed  ;  to  which  v/as  prefixed  a  print  defigned  by 
Hogarth,  in  which  Pope  is  reprefented  ftanding  on  a  builder's  high 
ftage,  and  white-wafhing  the  great  gate-way  of  Burlington-houfe, 
and  at  the  fame  time  befpattering  the  coach  of  the  Duke  of  Chau- 
dos  paffing  by.  Hogarth  fuppreffed  this  print,  which  is  now 
Ijecome  very  valuable.  It  is  remarkable  our  Author  never  once 
names  Hogarth,  though  he  had  fo  many  opportunities  of  doing 
it,  Warton. 

Ver.  104.  all  Brobdignag]  It  is  worth  mentioning,  that  two 
pieces  of  burlefque  poetr}--,  one  on  Pygmies^  by  Mortau  the  pre- 
ceptor of  Scarron,  and  the  other  by  Scarron  himfelf,  on  GiantSt 
bear  a  clofc  refemblance  to  the  Lilliput  and  the  Brobdignac  of 
Swift.  .  Warton. 
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Lo,  what  huge  heaps  of  littlenefs  around! 

The  whole,  a  labourM  Quarry  above  ground.        no 

Two  Cupids  fquirt  before  :  a  Lake  behind 

Improves  the  keennefs  of  the  Northern  wind. 

His  Gardens  next  your  admiration  eall, 

On  ev'ry  fide  you  look,  behold  the  Wall ! 

No  pleafmg  Intricacies  intervene,  1 1  ^ 

No  artful  wildnefs  to  perplex  the  fcene  ; 

Grove  nods  at  grove,  each  Alley  has  a  brother. 

And  half  the  platform  juft  reflefts  the  Other, 

The  fuPring  eye  inverted  Nature  fee§. 

Trees  cut  to  Statues,  Statues  thick  as  trees ;  120 

With  here  a  Fountain,  never  to  be  play'd ; 

And  there  a  Summer-houfe,  that  knows  no  (hade ; 

Here 

NOTES. 

Ver.  109.  ieaps  of  Uttknefs,  lS)c.'\  After  all,  what  is  the 
impreffion  we  receive  on  viewing  fo  magnificent  a  pile  as  Blenheim? 
Grandeur;  which  was  the  idea  intended  to  be  excited  !  Mr.  Price 
has  ably  vindicated  Sir  John  Vanburgh,  notwithftanding  the 
memorable  diftich  : 

"  Lie  heavy  on  him,  Earth  ;  for  he 
Laid  many  a  heavy  load  on  thee  !" 

Ver.  no.  a  laboured  ^larry']  In  his  letters  he  applies  this 
cxprefTion  to  Blenheim  ;  the  mafTy  magnificence  of  which  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds  always  defended  againft  the  common  cant  of  its 
being  heavy.  Warton. 

Ver  121.  IV'tth  here  a  Fountain,']  It  is  amufing  to  fee  how  far 
our  tafte  in  gardening  has  fpread.  The  prefent  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia  writes  thus  to  Voltaire,  June  25,  1772  :  *'  J'aimc  a  la  folic 
prefentement  les  jardins  a  I'Anglaife,  les  lignescourbes,  les  pentes 
douccs,  les  ctangs  en  forme  de  lacs,  les  archipels  en  terre  ferme  ; 
et  j'ai  un  profond  mepiis  pour  les  lignes  droits,  les  allees  jumcllcs. 
Je  hais  les  fontaines  qui  donnent  la  torture  a  I'eau  pour  lui  faire 
prendre  un  cours  contraire  a  fa  nature  ;  les  ftatues  font  relequ^es 
dans  les  galeries,  les  veftibules,  &c.  En  un  mot,  I'Anglomanic 
domine  dans  ma  plantomanie."  Warton. 

»  4 
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Here  Amphitrite  fails  thro*  myrtle  bowVs ; 
There  Gladiators  fight,  or  die  in  flow'rs ; 
Unwater'd  fee  the  drooping  fea-horfe  mourn,         125 
And  fwallows  rood  in  Nilus'  dufty  Urn, 

My  Lord  advances  with  majeftic  mien, 
Smit  with  the  mighty  pleafure,  to  be  feen  : 
But  foft — by  regular  approach— not  yet — 
Firft  thro'  the  length  of  yon  hot  Terrace  fweat ;     130 
And  when  up  ten  fteep  dopes  you've  dragg'd  your 

thighs, 
Juft  at  his  Study-door  he'll  blefs  your  eyes. 

His  Study !  with  what  Authors  is  it  ftor'd  ? 
In  Books,  not  Authors,  curious  is  my  Lord  ; 
To  all  their  dated  backs  he  turns  you  round  ;         135 
Thefe  Aldus  printed,  thofe  Du  Sueil  has  bound ! 

Lo, 

NOTES. 

Ver.  121.  With  here  a  Fountatti,  ^c.']  All  this  is  moll  inimi- 
tably painted  ;  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  "  die  in  flow'rs  '" 
which  is  obfcure. 

Ver.  124.  The  two  Statues  of  the  Gladiator  pugnansy  and  G/«- 
dtator  moriens.  Pope. 

Ver.  130.  The  Approaches  and  Communication  of  houfe  with 
garden,  or  one  part  with  another,  ill-judged,  and  inconvenient. 

Pope. 

Ver.  133.  His  Study  !  Iffc.']  The  falfe  Tafte  in  Books  ;  a  fatirc 
on  the  vanity  in  coUefting  them,  more  frequent  in  men  of  For- 
tune, than  the  ftudy  to  underftand  them.  Many  delight  chiefly  in 
the  elegance  of  the  print,  or  of  the  binding  ;  fome  have  carried  it 
fo  far,  as  to  caufe  the  upper  (helves  to  be  filled  with  painted  books 
cf  wood  ;  others  pique  themfelves  fo  much  upon  books  in  a  lan- 
guage they  do  not  underfliand,  as  to  exclude  the  mofl:  ufeful  in 
one  they  do.  Pope, 
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Lo,  fome  are  Vellum,  and  the  reft  as  good 

For  all  his  Lordfiiip  knows,  but  they  are  Wood. 

For  Locke  or  Milton  'tis  in  vain  to  look, 

Thefe  (helves  admit  not  any  modern  Book.  140 

And  now  the  Chapel's  filver  bell  you  hear. 
That  fummons  you  to  all  the  Pride  of  Pray'r : 
Light  quirks  of  Mufic,  broken  and  uneven. 
Make  the  foul  dance  upon  a  Jig  to  Heav'n. 
On  painted  Cielings  you  devoutly  ftare,  145 

Where  fprawl  the  Saints  of  Verrio  or  Laguerre, 

On 

NOTES. 

Ver.  138.  hut  they  are  Wood.']  There  is  a  flatnefs  and  infipidity 
in  this  couplet,  much  below  the  ufual  manner  of  our  Author. 
Young  has  been  more  fprightly  and  poignant  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 
Universal  Passion,  Sat.  3.  Warton. 

Ver.  139.  or  Milton]  Dr.  Warton  fays,  This  is  one  of  the  few 
places  in  which  our  Author  feems  to  fpeak  highly  of  Milton: 
but  he  fpeaks  more  jiiftly  and  poetically  of  him,  in  his  Paraphrafe 
of  an  Ode  of  Horace,  part  of  the  ninth  Ode  of  the  fourth  Book. 
See  Vol.  VI. 

"  Tho'  daring  MWion  fits  fublime, 
In  Spenfer  native  Mufes  play." 

Ver.  142.  The  falfe  tafte  in  M'ufic,  improper  to  the  fubjeftg, 
as  of  light  airs  in  churches,  often  praAifed  by  the  organift,  &c. 

Pope. 
Ver.  145. — And  in   Pdint'ing  (from  which  even    Italy  is  not 
free)  of  naked  figures  in  churches,  &c.  which  has  obliged  fome 
Popes  to  put  draperies  on  fome  of  thofe  of  the  bed  mafters. 

Pore. 
Ver.  146.  Where  fprawl]  This  fingle  verb  has  marked  with 
felicity  and  force  the  diftorted  attitudes,  the  indecent  fubjefts,  the 
want  of  nature  and  grace  fo  vifible  in  the  pieces  of  thefe  two 
arlills,  employed  to  adorn  our  royal  palaces  and  chapels.  "  I  can- 
not help  thinking,"  fays  Pope  to  Mr.  Allen,  in  Letter  Ixxxix. 
vol.  b:.  "  and  I  know  you  will  join  with  me,  who  have  been 

7  making 
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On  gilded  clouds  in  fair  expanfion  lie. 

And  bring  all  Paradife  before  your  eye. 

To  reft,  the  Cufhion  and  foft  Dean  invite, 

Who  never  mentions  Hell  to  ears  polite.  150 

But  hark !  the  chiming  Clocks  to  dinner  call ; 
A  hundred  footfteps  fcrape  the  marble  Hall : 
The  rich  Buffet  well-colour'd  Serpents  grace. 
And  gaping  Tritons  fpew  to  walh  your  face. 
Is  this  a  dinner  ?  this  a  Genial  room  ?  '    155 

No,  *tis  a  Temple,  and  a  Hecatomb. 

.  A  folemn 

,  NOTES. 

making  an  altar-piece,  that  the  zeal  of  the  firft  reformers  was  ill- 
placed,  in  removing  pi£tures  (that  is  to  fay,  examples)  out  of 
churches ;  and  yet  fuftering  epitaphs  (that  is  to  fay,  flatteries  and 
falfe  hifliory)  to  be  a  burthen  to  church-walls,  and  the  fliame  as 
well  as  derifion  of  all  honeft  men."  This  is  a  fentiment,  it  may  be 
faid,  of  a  papiflical  poet ;  and  yet  it  appears  to  be  founded  on 
good  fenfe,  and  religion  well  underftood.  Notwithftanding  the 
manyjuft  and  well-founded  arguments  againft  Popery,  yet  I  hope 
we  may  ftill,  one  day,  fee  our  places  of  worfhip  beautified  with 
proper  ornaments,  and  the  generofity  and  talents  of  our  living 
artifts  perpetuated  on  the  naked  walls  of  St.  Paul's.        Warton. 

Ver.  146.  Verr'io  or  Laguerre^-  Vt.xx\o  (Antonio)  painted 
many  cielings,  &c.  at  Windfor,  Hampton-Court,  &c.  and  La- 
guerre  at  Blcnheim-calUe,  and  other  places.  Pope. 

Ver.  150.  Who  never  mentions  Hell  to  ears  poUte.'\  This  is  a 
faft :  A  reverend  Dean,  preaching  at  Coiu-t,  threatened  the  finner 
with  punifhment  in  "  a  place  which  he  thought  it  not  decent  to 
name  in  fo  polite  an  afTcmbly."  Pope.  . 

Ver.  153.  Taxes  the  incongruity  of  Ornaments  (though  fome- 
times  praclifed  by  the  ancients),  where  an  open  mouth  ejefts  the 
water  into  a  fountain,  or  where  the  (hocking  images  of  ferpents, 
&c.  are  introduced  into  Grottos  or  Buffets.  Pope. 

Ver.  155.  Is  this  a  dinner  ?  Sffc]  The  proud  Feftivals  of  fome 
men  are  here  fct  forth  to  ridicule,  where  Pride  deftroys  the  eafe, 

and 
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A  folemn  Sacrifice,  perform'd  in  ftatc. 

You  drink  by  meafure,  and  to  minutes  eat. 

So  quick  retires  each  flying  courfe,  you*d  fwear 

Sancho's  dread  Do6lor,  and  his  Wand  were  there. 

Between  each  Ad  the  trembling  falvers  ring,  16 1 

From  foup  to  fweet-wine,  and  God  blefs  the  King. 

In  plenty  ftarving,  tantalized  in  ftate. 

And  complaifantly  help'd  to  all  I  hate. 

Treated,  carefs'd,  and  tir'd,  I  take  my  leave,         165 

Sick  of  his  civil  Pride  from  Morn  to  Eve ; 

i  curfe  fuch  lavifh  cofl,  and  little  fkill, 

And  fwear  no  Day  was  ever  pafs'd  fo  ill. 

Yet  hence  the  Poor  are  cloth'd,  the  Hungry  fed ; 
Health  to  himfelf,  and  to  his  Infants  bread  170 

The  Lab'rer  bears  :  What  his  hard  Heart  denies. 
His  charitable  Vanity  fupplies. 

Another 

NOTES. 

and  formal  regularity  all  the  pleafurable  enjoyment  of  the  enter- 
tainment. Pope. 

Ver.  160.  Sdiucho^s  drea J Do^or,"]  See  Don  Quixote,  chap.xlvii. 

Pope. 

Ver.  169.  Tet  hence  tJie  Poor-,  Sffr.]  This  is  the  Moral oS.  the 
whole  ;  where  Providence  is  juftified  in  giving  Riches  to  thofe 
who  fqiiander  them  in  this  manner.  A  bad  Talle  employs  more 
hands,  and  difTufes  wealth  more  ufefuUy  than  a  good  one.  This 
recurs  to  what  is  laid  down  in  Book  I.  Ep.  ii.  Ver.  23c — 7,  and 
in  the  Epiitle  preceding  this,  Ver.  161,  &c.  Pope. 

This  rcfiedlion  is  very  different  from  the  flagitious  principle  of 
Mandeville,  that  private  vices  are  public  benefits.  Of  whom,  fays 
Hume  very  fhrevvdly,  "  Is  it  not  very  inconfillent  for  an  author 
to  aflert  in  one  page,  that  moral  diftinftions  are  inventions  of  poli- 
ticians for  public  intertft  ;  and  ii»  the  next  page  maintain,  that 
vice  is  advantageous  to  the  public  V*  Warton. 
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Another  Age  Ihall  fee  the  golden  Ear 
Imbrown  the  Slope,  and  nod  on  the  Parterre, 
Deep  Harvefts  bury  all  his  pride  has  plann'd,       175 
And  laughing  Ceres  re-aflume  the  land. 

Who 

COMM  ENTARY. 

Ver.  173.  Another  Age^  ^cS\  But  now  a  difficulty  flicks  with 
me  (anfwers  an  objeftor)  ;  this  load  of  evil  ftill  remains  a  monu- 
ment of  folly  to  future  ages;  an  incumbrance  to  the  plain  on 
which  it  ftands ;  and  a  nuifance  to  the  neighbourhood  round  about, 
filling  it 

*' with  imitating  fools." 

For  men  are  apt  to  take  the  example  next  at  hand  ;  and  apteft  of 
all  to  take  a  bad  one.  No  fear  of  that,  rephes  the  Poet  (from 
ver.  172  to  I770»  Nothing  abfurd  or  wrong  is  exempt  from  the 
jurifdiftion  of  Time  j  which  is  always  fure  to  do  full  Juftice 
on  iti 

*'  Another  Age  (hall  fee  the  golden  Ear 

Imbrown  the  Slope,  and  nod  on  the  Parterre, 

Deep  Harvefts  bury  all  his  pride  has  plann'd. 

And  laughing  Ceres  re-aflume  the  land." 
For  the  prerogative  of 

** Time  {hall  make  it  grow," 

is  only  due  to  the  defigns  of  true  Tafle  joined  to  ufe  :  And 

*'  'Tis  ufe  alone  that  fanffijies  cxpence  ;" 
and  nothing  but  the  fanftity  of  that  can  arreft  the  juftice  of 
Time  :  And  thus  the  fecond  part  concludes  ;  which,  confifting  of 
an  example  ol falfe  Taile  in  every  attempt  to  Magnificence,  is  full 
of  concealed  ^r^^r^^/j  for  the /rui"  .•  As  the  firfl  part,  which  con- 
tains/re-w^/j  for  true  Tafte,  is  full  of  rjif  jw^Zfj  of  thtfalfe. 

Warburton. 

KOTES. 

Ver.  173.  Another  Age,  l^c.'}  Had  the  Poet  lived  but  three 
years  longer,  he  had  feen  his  general  prophecy  againft  all  ill-judged 
magnificence  fulfilled  in  a  very  particular  inftance.     Warburton. 

In  the  edition  of  1751,  this  note  ran  thus:  "  Had  the  Poet 
lived  three  years  longer  he  had  feen  this  prophecy  fulfilled  ;'* 
which  fo  plainly  pointed  at  what  had  happened  at  Canons,  that  it 
was  altered  as  it  here  ftands.  Wartok. 
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Who  then  {hall  grace,  or  who  improve  the  Soil  ? 
Who  plants   like   Bathurst,   or  who  builds  like 

BOYJLE. 

'Tis 

COMMENTARY. 
III. 

Ver.  177.  tVio  then  Jhall  grace,  Cfff.]  We  come  now  to  the 
third  and  laft  part  (from  ver.  176  to  the  end),  and,  as  in  the  firft, 
the  Poet  liad  given  examples  of  wrong-judged  Magnificence,  in 
things  of  Tajle,  ivithout  Senfe ;  and,  in  the  fecond,  an  example  in 
others,  without  either  Senfe  or  Tajle  ;  fo  the  third  prefents  us  with 
two  examples  of  Magnificence  in  Planting  and  Building,  where  both 
Senfe  and  Taje  highly  prevail :  The  one,  in  him  to  whom  this 
Epiftle  is  addrefled ;  and  the  other,  in  the  noble  perfon  whofe 
amiable  character  bore  fo  confpicuous  a  part  in  the  foregoing  : 
"  Who  then  (hall  grace,  or  who  improve  the  Soil  ? 

"Who  plants  like  Bathurst,  or  who  builds  hke  Boyle.*' 
Where,  in  the  fine  defcription  he  gives  of  thefe  two  fpecies  of 
Magnificence,  he  artfully  infinuates,  that  though,  when  executed 
in  a  true  Tajle,  the  great  end  and  aim  of  both  be  the  fame,  viz. 
the  general  good  in  ufe  or  ornament ;  yet  that  their  progrefs  to 
this  end  is  carried  on  in  direft  contrary  courfes  ;  that,  in  Planting 
and  culture,  the  private  advantage  of  the  neighbourhood  is  firft 
promoted,  till,  by  time,  it  rifes  up  to  a  public  benefit : 
"  Whofe  ample  Lawns  are  not  afliam'd  to  feed 

The  milky  heifer,  and  deferving  deed  ; 

Whofe  rifing  Forefts,  not  for  pride  or  fhow, 

But  future  Buildings,  future  Navies,  grow." 

"  Bid 

NOTES. 

Ver.  176.  /Ind  laughing  Ceres  re-ajfume  the  land.']  Warburton 
fays,  "  He  has  fo  difpofed  a  trite  clajftcal  figure,  as  not  only  to 
"  make  it  do  its  vulgar  office,  of  reprcfcnting  a  very  plentiful  harvejl, 
"  but  alfo  to  afTume  the  pcrfonage  of  Nature,  re-eftablifliing  herfelf 
**  in  her  rights,  and  mocking  the  vain  efforts  of  magnificence,  which 
•'  would  keep  her  out  of  them  !  !"  Without  all  this  refinement, 
furely  no  one  can  be  infenfible  to  the  beauty  of  this  animated  paf- 
fage ;  but  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  all  the  images  defcril>e 
only  one  tiling.  "  Imbrown  the  flope,"  means  corn  ;  "  deep  Har- 
Tcfts,"  the  fame  ;  and  "  laughing  Ceres,"  the  fame  ;  but  the  peifo- 
n'lfication  in  the  laft  line  is  an  unexpected  and  beautiful  addition. 
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*Tis  Ufe  alone  that  fandifies  Expence, 
And  Splendor  borrows  all  her  rays  from  Senfe.     180 

His 

COMMENTARY. 

"  Bid  Harbours  open,  public  Ways  extend, 
Bid  Temples,  worthier  of  the  God,  afcend ; 
Bid  the  broad  Arch  the  dang'rous  flood  contain  ; 
The  Mole  proje6led  break  the  roaring  Main.'' 
And  when  the  public   hath  been  properly  accommodated  and 
adorned,  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  works  of  private  Magn'ifcejice 
may  take  place.     This  was  the  order  obferved  by  thofe  two  great 
Empires,  from  whom  we  received  all  we  have  of  this  polite  art : 
We  do  not  read  of  any  Magnificence  in  the  private  Buildings  of 
Greece  or   Rome,  till  the  generofity  of  their  public  fpirit  had 
adorned  the  State  with  Temples,   Emporiums,    Council-houfes, 
Common-porticos,  Baths,  and  Theatres.  Warburton. 

NOTES. 

Ver.  179,  i8o.,  '77j-  Ufe  alone  that  fanftifies  Expence, 

And  Splendor  borrows  all  her  rays  from  Senfe. '\ 
Here. the  Poet,  to  make  the  examples  of  good  Tafte  the  better 
underftood,  introduces  them  with  a  fummary  of  his  Precepts,  in 
thefe  two  fublime  lines  ;  for,  the  confuking  Ufe  is  beginning  with 
Senfe,  and  the  making  Splendor  or  Tajle  borrow  all  its  rays  from 
thence,  ingoing  on  with  Stnfe,  after  fhe  has  led  us  up  to  Tafte.  The 
art  of  this  difpofition  of  the  thought  can  never  be  fufficiently 
admired.  But  the  Exprefllon  is  equal  to  the  Thought.  This 
fandifying  of  expence  gives  us  the  idea  of  fomething  confecrated 
and  fet  apart  for  facred  ufes  ;  and  indeed  it  is  the  idea  under  which 
it  may  be  properly  confidered  ;  for  wealth  employed  according  to 
the  intention  of  Providence  is  its  true  confecration  ;  and  the  real 
ufes  of  humanity  were  certainly  Jirjl  in  its  intention. 

Warburton. 

Lord  Chefterfield  wrote  the  following  lines,  intending  to  (hew 

that  Lord  Burlington  did  not  always  attend  to  this  rule  of  our 

Poet: 

*'  Poffefs'd  of  one  great  hall  for  ftate, 

Without  one  room  to  fleep  or  eat, 
How  well  you  build,  let  flattery  tell. 
And  all  mankind,  how  ill  you  dwell."         Warton. 
Ver.  180.  T/V    Ufe  alone  that  fanaifies  Expence,    Sfft.]  Thefe 
maxims  are  indifputably  juft  :  Opulence,  employed  for  purpofes  of 

utility. 


Ep.1V.  moral  essays.  351 

His  Father's  Acres  who  enjoys  in  peace, 
Or  makes  his  Neighbours  glad,  if  he  encreafe : 
Whofe  cheerful  Tenants  blefs  their  yearly  toil, 
Yet  to  their  Lord  owe  more  than  to  the  foil ; 
Whofe  ample  Lawns  are  not  alham'd  to  feed         185 
The  milky  heifer,  and  deferving  fteed  ; 
Whofe  rifmg  Forefts,  not  for  pride  or  fhow. 
But  future  Buildings,  future  Navies,  grow  : 
Let  his  plantations  ftretch  from  down  to  down, 
Firfl  (liade  a  Country,  and  then  raife  a  Town.       1 90 

You  too  proceed  1  make  falling  Arts  your  care, 
Ere^  new  wonders,  and  the  old  fppair  j 

Jones 

NOTES. 

Utility,  and  Magnificence,  confiftent  with  difcretion,  excite  fenti- 
mcnts  of  refpeft ;  they  otherwife  provoke  ridicule  or  indigna- 
tion. 

Ver.  182.  if  he  encreafe :']   Badly  exprefled.  Wartos. 

Ver.  185.  not  ajhaiii' d  lo  feed}  Cattle,  and  not  deer. 

Wartom. 

Ver.  191.  Ton  too  proceed !"}  This  ia  not  fulfome  adulation,  but 
only  fuch  honcil  praifc  as  the  noble  Lord,  whom  he  addrefled, 
ftric^ly  deferved  ;  who  inherited  all  that  love  of  faience  and  ufcful 
knowledge  for  which  his  family  has  been  fo  famous.  The  name 
of  Boyle  is  indeed  aiifpicious  to  Uterature.  That  fublime  genius 
and  good  man,  Bifliop  Berkley,  owed  his  preferment  chiefly  to 
this  accomplifhed  peer :  For  it  was  he  that  recommended  him  to 
tlie  Dnke  of  Grafton,  in  the  year  1721,  who  took  him  over  with 
hlin  to  Ireland  when  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  promoted  him 
to  the  Deanery  of  Derry  in  the  year  1724.  Berkley  gained  the 
patronage  and  friendfliip  of  Lord  Burlington,  not  only  by^  his  true 
pohtenefs,  and  the  peculiar  charms  of  his  converfation,  which  was 
txquifite,  but  by  his  profound  and  perfe£l  Hcillin  architefture  ;  an 
art  which  he  had  very  particularly  and  accuiately  ftudied  in  Italy, 
when  he  went  and  continued  abroad  four  years  with  Mr.  Alhc, 
fgn  of  the  Bilhop  of  Clogher,     With  an  infaliable  and  philofophic 


attentiurs. 
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Jones  and  Palladio  to  themfelves  reflore, 

And  be  whate'er  Vitruvius  was  before : 

Till  Kings  call  forth  th*  Ideas  of  your  mind,         195 

(Pi  oud  to  accomplifh  what  fuch  hands  defign'd) 

Bid  Harbours  open,  public  Ways  extend. 

Bid  Temples,  worthier  of  the  God,  afcend  j 

Bid 

NOTES. 

attention,  Berkley  furveyed  and  examined  every  objeft  of  curio- 
fity.  He  not  only  made  the  ufual  tour,  but  went  over  Apulia  and 
Calabria,  and  even  travelled  on  foot  through  Sicily,  and  drew  up 
an  account  of  that  very  claflical  ground  ;  w^hich  was  loft  in  a  Voy- 
age to  Naples,  and  cannot  be  fufficiently  regretted.  His  generous 
projeft  for  erefting  an  univerfity  at  Bermudas,  the  effort  of  a  mind 
truly  aftive,  benevolent,  and  patriotic,  is  fufficiently  known. 

War  TON. 

Ver.  193.  J^ones']  See  an  accurate  and  judicious  account  of  his. 
Woiks  in  Walpole's  Anecdotes,  vol.  ii.  from  page  261  to 
page  280.  full  of  curious  particulars.  Dr.  Clarke,  of  All  Souls 
College,  Oxford,  liad  Jones's  Palladio,  with  his  own  notes  and 
obfervations  in  Italian,  which  the  Doftor  bequeathed  to  Worcefter 
College.  Warton. 

Ver.  195.  197,  &c.  Till  Kings — lid  Harlouri  open,  &fc.]  The 
Poet,  after  having  touched  upon  the  proper  objedls  of  Magnifi- 
cence and  Expence,  in  the  private  works  of  great  men,  comes  to 
thofe  great  and  public  works  which  become  a  prince.  This  Poem 
was  publiflied  in  the  year  1732,  when  fome  of  the  new-built 
'Churches,  by  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  were  ready  to  fall,  being 
founded  in  boggy  land  (which  is  fatirically  alluded  to  in  our 
Author's  imitation  of  Horace,  Lib.  ii.  Sat.  ii. 

"  Shall  half  the  new-built  Churches  round  thee  fall  ?)" 
others  were  vilely  executed,  through  fraudulent  cabals  between 
undertakers,  officers,  &c.  Dagenham-breach  had  done  very 
great  mifchiefs  ;  many  of  the  Highways  throughout  England 
were  hardly  paffable ;  and  moft  of  thofe  which  were  repaired  by 
Turnpikes  were  made  jobs  for  private  lucre,  and  infamoufly  exe- 
cuted, even  to  the  entrance  of  London  itfelf.  The  propofal  of 
building  a  Bridge  at  Weftminfter  had  been  petitioned  againft  and 

rejefted ; 
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Bid  the  broad  Arch  the  dang'rous  Flood  contain, 
The  Mole  projeded  break  the  roaring  Main  ;        2co 
Back  to  his  bounds  their  fubjed  Sea  command. 
And  roll  obedient  Rivers  ihro'  the  Land  : 
Thefe  Honours,  Peace  to  happy  Britain  brings, 
Thefe  arc  Imperial  Works,  and  worthy  Kings. 

NOTES. 

Teje&ed ;  but  in  two  years  after  the  publication  of  this  poem,  an 
Aft  for  building  a  Bridge  paffed  through  both  Houfes.  After 
many  debates  in  the  committee,  the  execution  was  left  to  the  car- 
penter above  mentioned,  who  would  have  made  it  a  wooden  one  ; 
to  which  our  Author  alludes  in  thefe  lines ; 

**  Who  builds  a  Bridge  that  never  drove  a  pile  ? 
Should  Ripley  venture,  all  the  world  would  fraile." 
See  the  notes  on  that  place.  Pope. 

Ver.  197.  Bid  Harbours  of  en,']  No  country  has  been  enriched 
and  adorned,  within  a  period  of  thirty  or  forty  years,  with  fo 
many  works  of  public  fpirit,  as  Crreat  Britain  has  been  ;  witnefs 
our  many  extenfive  roads,  our  inland  navigations,  (fome  of  which 
excel  the  boaftcd  canal  of  Languedoc,)  the  lighting,  and  the  pav- 
ing, and  beautifying  our  -cities,  and  our  various  and  magnificent 
edifices.  A  general  good  tafte  has  been  diffufcd  in  gardening, 
planting,  and  building.  The  ruins  of  Palmyra,  the  antiquities  of 
Athens  and  Spalatro,  and  the  Ionian  antiquities,  by  Wood, 
Stuart,  Adam,  and  Chandler,  are  fuch  magnificent  monuments 
of  learned  curiofity  as  po  country  in  Europe  can  equal.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  that  thefe  fine  lines  of  Pope  \yt7e  written  when  we 
had  no  Wyatt  or  Brown,  Brindley  or  Reynolds  ;  no  Weftminfter 
Bridge,  no  Pantheon,  no  Rpy^il  Academy,  no  king  that  is  at 
once  a  judge  and  a  patron  of  ail  thofe  fine  qrts,  which  ought  to  be 
employed  in  raifuig  and  beautifying  a  palace  equal  to  his  dignity 
and  his  tafte. 

On  the  whole,  this  Epiftle  contains  rather  ftridlures  on  the 
falfe  tafte  ♦,  than  illuftrationsof  the  true  ;  which  circumftance  gave 
room  to  Mr.  Mafon  to  treat  the  fubjeft  in  a  more  open  and  orna- 
mental manner,  and  with  more  pifturefque  and  poetical  imagery  in 
his  Englifli  Garden.  Warton. 


*  It  was  fiift  puhlifhed  with  llie  title  i.f  Falfe  Tafte,  ^shit  h  f< eins  more  appio- 
priate  than  that  alter^^'ards  adopted. 

VOL.  III.  A  A 
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This  Epiftle  was  fira  publiihed  with  the  title  of  "  Falfe  Tafte," 
in  1731.  Pope  had  been  received  at  Canons,  afplendid  and  often- 
tatious  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  with  refpeft  and  kindnefs  : 
in  return,  he  held  up  the  houfe  and  gardens  to  ridicule,  and 
defcended  to  throw  out  perfonahties  againll  its  owner,  whom  he 
calls 

"  A  puny  infcft,  fliiv'ring  at  a  breeze." 
This  circumftance  excited  confiderable  odium  againft  Pope ;  and 
well  it  might. 

As    Pope   was  the  firft  to  deal  in  perfonalliles,  the  following 
fevere  retaliation  was  publiflied  in  the  Papers  of  the  time  : 
*'  Let  Pope  no  more  what  Chandos  builds  deride, 
*'  Becaufe  he  takes  not  Nature  for  his  guide  ; 
**  Since,  wond'rous  critic  !  in  thy  form  we  fee, 
*'  That  Nature  may  miftake,  as  well  as  he." 
Pope's  obfervations  on  falfe  magnificence  evince  his  own  elegant 
tafte  and  accurate  difcrimination,  which  will  appear   the   more 
ftriking  when  we  confider  the  ftate  of  gardening  and  rural  embel- 
Jifhments  at  the  time.  Though  we  do  not  now  admire  either  Stowe, 
6r  the  plan  of  his  own  little  garden  at  Twickenham  (both  of  which 
appear  to  us  as  puerile  and  afFefted,  as  the  Queen's  Hermitage, 
with  Dr.  Clarke,  appeared  to  him),  yet  fufEcient  juftice  has  not 
been  always  done  to  Pope's  tafte,  or  to  the  tafte  of  thofe  who  pur- 
fued  his  ideas  of  embelliftiing  rural  fcenery.  Every  art  muft  have  its 
beginning ;  and  the  rapidity  of  improvement  cannot   be  better 
determined,  than  by  comparing  our  Englifh  gardens   (for  I  do 
not    fpeak    of  buildings),    as  they   exifted    in  the  time   of  Sir 
William  Temple,  1685,  and  at  the  period  when  our  Author  pub- 
bftied   this  Poem,   1731.     Let  the  reader  decide,  when  he  has 
perufed  the  following  extraft  from  Sir  William  Temple  : 

"  The  perfefteft  figure  of  a  garden  I  ever  faw,  either  at  home 
*'  or  abroad,  was  that  of  Moor  Park  in  Hertfordshire,  when  I 
**  knew  it  about  thirty  yeais  ago,  &c. 

"  Becaufe  I  take  the  garden  I  have  named  to  have  been  in  all 
**  kinds  the  moft  beautiful  and  perfetlt  at  Icaft  injigure  and  difpo- 
**Jitioni  that  I  have  ever  feen.   I  will  defcribe  it,  for  a  model  to  thofe 

*'  that 
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**  that  meet  with  fuch  a  fituation,  &c.  It  lies  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  ♦, 
**  but  not  very  fteep.  The  length  of  the  houfe,  where  the  beft 
*'  rooms  and  of  moft  ufe  and  pleafure  are,  lies  upon  the  breadth  of 
*'  the  garden  ;  the  great  parlour  opens  into  the  middle  of  a  terrace 
*'  gravel-walk,  &c.,  the  border  fet  w'lth^amlard  laurels,  &c. :  from 
*'  this  walk  are  three  defcents  by  many  ftone-lleps,  in  the  middle 
*'  and  at  each  end,  with  a  very  large  parterre.  This  is  divided  into 
*'  quarters  by  gravel-walks,  and  adorned  with  tivo  fouutains  and  eight 
*'Jiatues  :  at  the  end  of  ihe  terrace-ivaik  are  two  fummer'houfes, 
-«  &c.'* 

This  will,  perhaps,  be  fufficient  -to  give  a  piAure  of  the  place, 
according  to  Sir  William  Temple's  idea  of  rural  perfeSion.  It 
would  be  entertaining  to  compare  the  prcfent  ftate  of  what  is 
•now  called  Landfcape  Gardening.  We  have  gone  from  one 
■extreme  to  the  other,  in  fome  things.  The  Artificial,  conneftcd 
with  the  hoofe  ;  the  avenues,  the  "  high  embowered  roofs,"  &c. 
have  been,  by  the  followers  of  Brown,  too  much  exploded  ;  but 
Art  and  Nature  never  appeared  fo  reconciled  in  pidlurefque 
yet  cultivated  variety,  as  at  fome  of  the  feats  of  our  Nobility 
and  Gentlemen: — witnefs,  Downton  Caitlef  ;  the  amenity  and 
richnefs  of  Fonthill ;  the  ftately  magnificence,  in  fome  points  of 
view,  of  Long  Leat ;  the  dark  amphitheatre  of  afcending  oaks, 
Shading  the  venerable  caftle  of  Wardour  j  the  Grecian  elegance 
of  Stourhead ;  and  let  me  add,  the  Leafowes  ;  the  murmurs  of 
whofe  retired  ftream  I  have  never  heard  without  a  figh,  remem- 
bering its  elegant  but  unfortunate  defigner  and  owner,  Shenflone. 

*  It  fliould  be  remembered,  tliat  gardens  like  ihefe,  formed,  as  it  xvere,  a  pirt 
©f  the  lioufe,  cynncfted  by  teirice-lVaiis,  and  that  ihcy  comp.ifed  die  flowc-r- 
jgarden,  liuit-garden,  and  ornamented  plantation. 

f  Downion  Caftle,  near  Ludlow,  tlie  feat  of  Mi.  Knight,  a  poet,  a  lover 
and  judge  of  paintiiig*  and»  *'ih  Mi.  Prfce,  an  cloquLiu  advocate  for  ihc 
genuine  piAurcfque  in  Landfcape  Gardening. 
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EPISTLE     V. 

TO   MR.  ADDISON. 

Occafioned  by  his  *  Dialogues  on  Medals. 

o  E  E  the  wild  Wafte  of  all-devouring  years ! 

How  Rome  her  own  fad  Sepulchre  appears ! 
With  nodding  ^rches,  broken  temples  fpread  ! 
The  very  Tombs  now  vanifh*d  like  their  dead ! 

Imperial 

NOTE  S. 

This  was  originally  written  in  the  year  1715,  when  Mr.  Ad- 
difoH  intended  to  publidi  his  book  of  Medals  j  it  was  fome  time 
before  he  was  Secretary  of  State  ;  but  not  publifhed  till  Mr. 
rickel's  Edition  of  his  works  :  at  which  time  the  vcrfes  on  Mr. 
Craggs,  which  conclude  the  poem,  were  added,  viz.  in  172c. 

Pope. 

*  Dialogues  on  Medals.']  This  treatife  on  Medals  was  written 
L;  Addifon  in  that  pleafing  form  of  compofition,  fo  unfuccefsfully 
attempted  by  many  modern  authors,  Dialogues.  In  no  one  fpecies 
of  writing  have  the  Ancients  fo  indifputable  a  fuperiority  over  us. 
Tlie  dialogues  of  Plato  and  Cicero,  efpecially  the  former,  are 
Y  feft  dramas ;  where  the  chara£lers  are  fupported  with  confift- 
ency  and  nature,  and  the  reafoning  fuited  to  the  charafters. 

"  There  are  in  Englifh  three  dialogues,  and  but  three,"  fays  a 
learned  and  ingenious  author  f,  who  has  himfelf  praftifed  this 
agreeable  way  of  writing,  "  that  deferve  commendation,  namely, 
llie  Moralills  in  Lord  Shaftefbury,  Mr.  Addifon's  Treatife  on 
M^  dais,  and  the  Minute  Philofopher  of  Bifhop  Berkley."  Alci- 
})hron  did,  indeed,  well  deferve  to  be  mentioned  on  this  occafion  ; 
luHwithftanding  it  has  been  treated  with  contempt  by  writers 
much  inferior  to  Berkley  in  learning,  genius,  and  tafte.  Omit- 
ting thofc  paffages  in  the  fourth  dialogue,  where  he  has  intro- 
duced his  fanciful  and  whimfical  opinions  about  •v'tfioriy  an  attentive 
reader  will  find  that  there  is  fcarce  a  fingle  argument  than  can  be 
urged  in  defence  of  Revelation,  but  what  is  here  placed  in  the 

A  A  3  clearcft 

f  Spence. 
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Imperial  wonders  rais*d  on  Nations  fpoil'd,  5 

Where,  mix'd   with   Slaves,    the  groaning   Martyr 
toil'd : 

Huge 

NOTES. 

cleared  light,  and  in  the  moil  beautiful  diftion :  In  this  work 
there  is  a  happy  union  of  reafoning  and  imagination.  The  twa 
different  characters  of  the  two  different  forts  of  free-thinkers,  the 
fenfual  and  the  refined,  are  flrongly  contrafted  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  Euphranor. 

Thefe  dialogues  of  Addifon  aie  written  with  that  fweetnefa 
and  purity  of  ftyle  which  conftitute  him  one  of  the  firft 
of  our  profe -writers.  The  chief  imp>erfe6lion  of  his  Treatife 
on  Medals  is,  the  perfons  introduced  as  fpeakers,  in  direft  con- 
tradiction to  the  pradlice  of  the  Ancients,  are  JiSitiouSf  not 
real ;  for  Cynthio,  Philander,  Palaemon,  Eugenio,  and  Theo-r 
cles,  cannot  equally  excite  atid  engage  the  attention  of  the 
reader,  with  Socrates  and  Alcibiades-,  Atticus  and  Brutus,  Cowley 
and  Spratt,  Maynard  and  Somers.-  It  is  fomewhat  fmgular,  that 
fo  many  of  the  modern  dialbgue-writers  fhould  have  failed  in  this- 
particular,  when  fo  many  of  the  moft  celebrated  wits  of  modern 
Italy  had  given  th«m  eminent  examples  of  the  contrary  proceed- 
ing, and,  clofely  following  the  fleps  of  the  Aneicntsy.  conflantly 
introduced  living  and  real  perfons  in  their  numerous  compofitions 
of  this  fort  'f  in  which  they  were  fo  fond  of  delivering  their  fenti- 
irrents,  both  on  moral  and  critical  fubjeCls  ;  witnefs  the  II  Cortc- 
giano  of  B.  Cafliglione,  the  Afolani  of  P.  Bembo,  Dialoghi  def 
S.  Sperone,  and  the  great  Galileo,  the  Naugerius  of  Fracaftorius^ 
and  Lil.  Gyraldus  dc  Poetis,  and*  many  others.  In  all  which 
pieces  the  famous  and  living  geniufcs  of  Italy  are  introduced 
difcuffrng  the  feveral  different  topics  before  them.  Warton. 

Ver.  I.  See  the  wild  JVaJle']  The  opening  of  this  beautiful  little 
Poem  is  highly  impreffive  and  poetical.  The  attention  is  awakened 
in  the  mofl  powerful  manner  by  the  abrupt  addrefs,  as  if  the 
Poet  pointed  with  a  penfive  dignity  to  the  awful  monuments  of  pafl 
ages : 

"  See  the  wild  Wafle  of  all-devouring  years  !"  &c. 
All  the  mofl  interefling  and   pidlurefque  remains  of  the  filent 
havoc  of  Time,  are  then  immediately  brought  before  the  eye,  with 
the  force  and  effedl  of  the  finefl  painting — "  Hugh  Theatres," 

"  Fanes," 
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Huge  Theatres,  that  now  unpeopled  Woods, 
Now  drain*d  a  diftant  country  of  her  Floods : 
Fanes,  which  admiring  Gods  with  pride  furvey. 
Statues  of  Men,  fcarce  lefs  alive  than  they  !  i  o 

Some  felt  the  filent  ftroke  of  mouldering  age. 
Some  hoftile  fury,  fome  religious  rage. 
Barbarian  blindnefs,  Chriflian  zeal  confpire. 
And  Papal  piety,  and  Gothic  fire. 

Perhaps, 

NOTES. 

«*  Fanes,"  "  Statues,"  &c.  After  the  imprenive  commencement, 
and  the  immediate  fight,  as  it  were,  of  the  ruins  around  him,  the 
Poet  naturally  introduces  Hiftory, — "  Some  Papal  Fury,"  &c« 
Then  the  brief  and  beautiful  perfonification  of  Ambition  appears. 
The  whole,  indeed,  (hews  the  hand  of  a  mafter. 

Ver.  2.  her  011)11  fad  Sepulchre']  St.  Jerome  fays,  "  Roma  quon- 
dam orbis  caput,  poftca  populi  Romani  fepulchrum."     Wartos. 

Ver.  2.  her  o'ivn  fad  Sepulchre'] 

**  O  Solyman,  for  her  art  thou  become 
A  heap  of  ftones,  and  (o  thyfelf  a  tomb.''* 
From  Sandys's  Pfalms ;  one  of  the  moll  extraordinary  produftions 
in  verfe,  that  the  Englifh  language  can  produce.  As  a  trahflation, 
it  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  other,  both  for  fidelity,  mufic, 
and  ftrength  of  verfification.  It  waspublifhed  with  Lawes's  Airs» 
which  are  fimple  and  expreflive.  I  cannot  but  lament,  that  fuch 
mufic,  and  fuch  words,  fhould  not  be  ufed  in  our  parochial 
churches,  indead  of  the  wretched  metre  of  Stemhold  and  Hopkins, 
or  the  empty  and  inadequate  paraphrafes  of  Tate  and  Brady,  often 
fet  to  as  bad  mufic. 

Ver.  6.  Where,  mix* d  lutth  Slaves,  the  groaning  Martyr  to'tPd :] 
Palladio,  fpeaking  of  the  Baths  of  Dioclofian,  fays,  "  Nell' cdiu- 
tatione  delle  quali,  Diodefiano  tenne  molti  enni  140  mila  Chriftiani 
a  edificarle."  Warburton. 

Vkr.  6.  groaning  Martyr"]  Dodwell,  in  his  Difllrtntioncs  Cy- 
priaiiicae,  has  undertaken  to  prove  that  the  number  of  Martyrs  was 
far  lefs  than  hath  been  ufually  imagined.  His  opinion  is  com- 
bated by  Mofhcim  in  the  5th  chapter  of  hia  excellent  Hiftory  of 
the  Church.  Warton. 

A  A    4 
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Perhaps,  by  its  own  ruins  fav'd  from  flame,  1 5 

Some  bury'd  marble  half  preferves  a  name  j 
That  Name  the  Learn'd  with  fierce  difputes  purfue, 
And  give  to  Titus  old  Vefpafian's  due. 

Ambition  figh'd  :  She  found  it  vain  to  trufl 
The  faithlefs  Column,  and  the  crumbling  Bufl  :       2a 
Huge  moles,  whofe  fhadow  ftretch'd  from  fhore  to 

fhore. 
Their  ruins  perifliM,  and  their  place  no  more  I 
Convinc'd,  fhe  now  contracts  her  vaft  defign. 
And  all  her  Triumphs  flirink  into  a  Coin.  • 
A  narrow  orb  each  crowded  conqueft  keeps,  25 

Beneath  her  Palm  here  fad  Judea  weeps. 
Now  fcantier  limits  the  proud  Arch  confine, 
And  fcarce  are  feen  the  pro  Urate  Nile  or  Rhine  ; 
A  fmall  Euphrates  through  the  piece  is  roll'd. 
And  little  Eagles  wave  their  wings  in  gold.  30 

The  Medal,  faithful  to  its  charge  of  fame. 
Through  climes  and  ages  bears  each  form  and  name ; 
In  one  fhort  view  fubjected  to  our  eye 
Gods,  Emp'rors,  Heroes,  Sages,  Beauties,  lie. 

With 

SOTES. 

Ver.  J  8.  yliiJ ghve  to  Thus  old  Vefpaftan^s  c!ue.~\  A  fine  infintia- 
tion  of  the  want  both  of  tafte  and  learning  in  Antiquaries  ;  whole 
i^norancL-  of  charaiters  miflcads  them  (fupporttd  only  by  a  name) 
againft  reafon  and  hiflory.  Warburton 

Ver.  19.  JmliUon  figWd :'\  Such  ^aort  perfonhficaHnns  have  a 
great  effircl;.  "  Sllmce  was  pleas'd,"  fays  Milton  ;  which  pcrfoin- 
fication  is  taken,  though  it  happens  not  to  have  been  obferved  by 
any  of  his  commentators,  from  the  Hero  and  Leander  of  Mufseus, 
V.  280.  Warton. 
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With  (harpen'd  fight  pale  Antiquaries  pore,  35 

Th*  infcription  value,  but  the  ruft  adore. 

This  the  blue  varnifti,  that  the  green  endears. 

The  facred  ruft  of  twice  ten  hundred  years  ! 

To  gain  Pefcennius  one  employs  his  Schemes, 

One  grafps  a  Cecrops  in  ecftatic  dreams.  49 

Poor  Vadius,  long  with  learned  fpleen  devour'd. 

Can  tafte  no  pleafure  fmce  his  Shield  was  fcour'd : 

And  Curio,  reftlefs  by  the  Fair  One's  fide. 

Sighs  for  an  Otho,  and  negle£ts  his  bride- 

Theirs 

NOTES. 

Ver.  35.  With  fharpen'd  fight  pale  Antlqtiar'us  pore,"]  Micro- 
fcop'tc  glaffes,  invented  by  Philofophers  to  difcover  the  beauties  in 
the  minuter  works  of  Nature,  ridiculoufly  applied  by  Antiquaries 
to  detefl  the  cheats  of  counterfeit  medals.  Warburton. 

Ver.  37.  This  the  Hue  'varntfh,  that  the  green  endears.  ~\  i.  e.  This 
a  coUeftor  of  filver ;  that,  of  brafs  coins.  Warburton. 

Ver.  39.  To  gain  Pefcennius^  The  lively  and  ingenious  Young 
fays,  in  his  4th  Satire, 

"  How  his  eyes  languifh  !  how  his  thoughts  adore 
That  painted  coat  which  Jofeph  never  wore  ! 
He  fhews,  on  holidays,  a  facred  pin. 
That  touch'd  the  ruff  that  touch'd  Queen  Befs'schin." 

How  much  wit  has  been  wailed  and  mifplaced  in  endeavouring 
to  ridicule  antiquarians,  whofc  ftudies  are  not  only  pleafing  to 
the  imagination,  but  attended  with  many  advantages  to  fociety, 
efpecially  fince  they  have  been  improved,  as  they  lately  have  been, 
with  fingular  tafte  and  propriety,  in  elucidating  what,  after  all, 
is  the  moft  interefting  and  important  part  of  o//hiftory — the  hi/lory 
oi  manners  !  Warton. 

Ver.  41.  Poor  Vadius,"]  See  his  hiftory,  and  that  of  his  Shield, 
in  the  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus.  Warburton. 

Vadius  was  Dr.  Woodward.  I  cannot  conceive  why  Pope 
fliould  have  fo  often  attempted  to  ridicule  him.  Their  ftudies 
were  totally  different  ;  there  could  be  neither  envy  nor  jealoufy. 
Pope  introduced  him  in  his  unfortunate  farce,  "  Three  Weeks 
after  Marriage,"  written  in  conjundion  with  Gay. 
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Theirs  is  the  Vanity,  the  Learning  thine :  45 

Touched  by  thy  hand,  again  Rome's  glories  fhine ; 
Her  Gods,  and  godlike  Heroes  rife  to  view. 
And  all  her  faded  garlands  bloom  a-neMr* 

Nor 

NOTES. 

VER.43.  /Ittd  Curio,  rejlefsj  l^c.']  The  Hiflorian  Dio  has 
given  us  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of  this  Virtuofo-tafte.  He 
tells  us,  that  one  Vibius  Rufus,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius, 
was  the  fourth  hufband  to  Cicero's  widow,  Terentia,  then  upwards 
of  an  hundred  years  old,  ufed  to  value  himfelf  on  his  being  pof- 
feffed  of  the  two  nobleft  pieces  of  Antiquity  in  the  world,  Tu  ll  y's 
Widow  and  Cjesar's  Chair,  that  Chair  in  which  he  was  aflaf. 
iinatcd  in  full  Senate.  Warburton* 

Ver.  44.  Sight  for  an  Otho,']  Charles  Patin  was  banifhed  from 
the  Court,  becaufe  he  fold  Louis  XIV.  an  Otho  that  was  not 
genuine.  Patin's  Treatife  on  Medals  is  a  good  one.  Ficoroni,  the 
celebrated  virtuofo  at  Florence,  faid  to  Mr.  Spence,  "  Addifon 
did  not  go  any  great  depth  in  the  ftudy  of  medals  ;  all  the  know- 
ledge he  had  of  that  kind,  L  beHeve,  he  received  of  me  ;  and  I  did 
not  give  him  above  twenty  Icflbns  on  that  fubjeft.'*        Warton* 

Ver.  48.  herfadecT]  In  Winkelman's  Hiftory  of  Art  among 
the  Ancients,  is  to  be  found  perhaps  the  beft  account  of  the  gra- 
dual decay  of  painting,  architefture,  and  medals,  that  can  be 
read  ;  abounding  with  many  inftances  of  the  fate  that  has  befallen 
many  exquifite  pieces  of  art.  Amongfl  the  reft  he  fays,  that  when 
the  Auftrians  took  Madrid,  Lord  Galloway  fearched  for  a  very 
celebrated  Bufto  of  Caligula,  that  he  knew  Cardinal  G.  Colonna 
had  conveyed  to  Spain ;  which  fine  Bufto  he  at  laft  found  in  the 
Efcurial,  where  it  ferved  for  a  weight  of  the  church-clock.  What 
Winkelman  fays  of  the  Laocoon,  vol.  ii.  fc£t.  3.  is  a  capital  piece 
of  criticifm  and  juft  tafte  ;  which  he  finifhes  by  mentioning  a 
matchlefs  abfurdity,  worthy  of  the  country  where  it  is  to  be 
found,  that  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  lldephonfo  in  Spain,  there  is 
a  Relief  of  this  group  of  Laocoon  and  his  fons,  with  a  figure  of 
Cupid  fluttering  over  their  heads,  as  if  flying  to  their  afiiftance. 
As  to  the  revival  of  arts  in  Italy,  we  have  lately  been  gratified 
with  a  curious  account  of  this  important  event,  in  the  elegant 
Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  their  chief  reftorer 
and  proteftor.     See,  particularly,  chapter  ix.  p.  196.      War  ton 
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Nor  blufh,  thefe  ftudies  thy  regard  engage ; 

Thefe  pleas'd  the  Fathers  of  poetic  rage;  50 

The  verfe  and  fculpture  bore  an  equal  part. 

And  Art  refle<Sted  images  to  Art. 

Oh  when  (hall  Britain,  confcious  of  her  claim, 
Stand  emulous  of  Greek  and  Roman  fame  ? 
In  hving  medals  fee  her  wars  enroll'd,  55 

And  vanquifh'd  realms  fupply  recording  gold  I 
Here,  rifmg  bold,  the  Patriot*s  honed  face  j 
There  Warriors  frowning  in  hiftoric  brafs : 
Then  future  ages  with  delight  fhall  fee 
How  Plato's,  Bacon's,  Newton's  looks  agree ;         60 
Or  in  fair  feries  laurel'd  Bards  be  fhown, 
A  Virgil  there,  and  here  an  Addifon. 

Then 

NOTES. 

Ve  11.49.  ^°^  Ifujhf  thefe Jludies  thy  regard  engage  i\  A  fenfekfc 
afFeftation,  which  fome  Authors  of  eminence  have  betrayed  ;  who, 
when  fortune  or  their  talents  have  raifed  them  to  a  condition  to  do 
without  thofe  arts,  for  which  only  they  gained  our  efteem,  have 
pretended  to  think  letters  below  their  charadler.  This  falfe  (hamc 
M.  Voltaire  has  very  well,  and  with  proper  indignation,  cxpofcd 
in  his  account  of  Mr.  Congreve  :  "  He  had  one  defeA,  which  was» 
his  entertaining  too  mean  an  idea  of  his  firft  profeflion,  (that  of  a 
Writer,)  though  it  was  to  this  he  owed  his  fame  and  fortune.  He 
fpoke  of  his  w©rks  as  of  trifles  that  were  beneath  him  ;  and  hinted 
to  me,  in  our  firft  converfation,  that  I  fhould  viGt  him  upon  no 
other  footing  than  that  of  a  gentleman  who  led  a  Ufe  of  plainnefs 
and  Gmplicity.  I  anfwcred,  that  had  he  been  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  be  a  mere  gentleman,  I  fliould  never  have  come  to  fee  him ; 
and  I  was  very  much  difgufted  at  fo  unfcafonable  a  piece  of  vanity.'* 
Letters  concerning  the  Engltjh  Nation,  xix.  Warburton. 

VKR.53.  Oh  when  fuall  Britain,  iffc.']   A  compliment  to  one  of 
Mr.  Addifon's  papers  in  the  Speftator,  on  this  fubjeft. 

Warburton. 
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Then  fliall  thy  Craggs  (and  let  me  call  him  mine) 

On  the  cafl:  ore,  another  Pollio,  fliine  ; 

With  afp^£t  open,  fhall  eredt  his  head,  6^ 

And  round  the  orb  in  lafting  notes  be  read, 

"  Statefman,  yet  friend  to  Truth  !  of  foul  fincere^ 

"  In  adion  faithful,  and  in  honour  clear ; 

"Who 

NOTES; 

Ver.  62.  ^  Virgil  there,'}  Copied  evidently  from  Tickell  to 
Addifon  on  his  Rofamond  : 

"  Which  gain'd  a  Virgil  and  an  Addifon." 
This  elegant  copy  of  Verfes  was  fo  acceptable  to  Addifon,  that  it 
was  the  foundation  of  a  lafting  friendfhip  betwixt  them.     Tickell  - 
deferves  a  higher  place  among  poets  than  is  ufually  allotted  to  him^ 

Warton.  , 

Ver.  67.  Statefman,  yet  friend  to  Truth,  l^c.~\  It  fhould  be 
remembered,  that  this  poem  Was  compofed  to  be  printed  befor^ 
Mr.  Addifon's  Difcourfe  on  Medals,  in  which  there  is  the  following 
cenfure  of  long  legends  upon  coins  :  "  The  firft  fault  I  find  with 
a  modern  legend  is  its  difFuftvenefs.  You  have  fometimes  the 
whole  fide  of  a  medal  over-run  with  it.  One  would  fancy  the 
Author  had  a  defign  of  being  Ciceronian — but  it  is  not  only  the 
tedioufnefs  of  thefe  infcriptions  that  I  find  fault  with  ;  fuppofing 
them  of  a  moderate  length,  why  m.uft  they  be  in  verfe  I  We 
fhould  be  furprifed  to  fee  the  title  of  a  ferious  book  in  rhyme." 
Dial.  iii.  War  burton. 

Ver.  67.  Statefman,']  Thefe  nervous  and  finifhed  lines  were 
afterwards  infcribed  as  an  epitaph  on  this  worthy  man's  monument 
in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  with  the  alteration  of  two  words  in  the 
laft  verfe,  which  there  ftands  thus  : 

"  Prais'd,  wept,  and  honour'd  by  the  Mufe  he  lov'd." 

It  was  Craggs,  who,  having  raifed  himfelf  by  his  abilities, 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner  offered  our  Author  a  penfion  of 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

Though  Pope  enlilled  under  the  banner  of  Bolingbroke,  in 
what  was  called  the  countr)'  party,  and  in  violent  oppofition  to 
the  meafurss  of  Walpole,  yet  his  clear  and  good  fenfe  enabled 
him  to  fee  the  follies  and  virulence  of  all  parties  ;  and  it  was  his 

favourite 
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*'  Who  broke  no  promife,  ferv'd  no  private  end, 

*«  Who  gained  no  title,  and  who  loft  no  friend  ;       70 

*'  Ennobled  by  himfelf,  by  all  approv'd, 

"  And  prais'd  unenvy'd,  by  the  Mufe  he  lov'd."  • 

NOTES. 

favourite  maxim,  that,  however  faftious  men  thought  proper  to 
diftinguifh  themfelves  by  names,  yet,  when  they  got  into  power, 
they  all  afted  much  in  the  fame  manner  ;  faying, 

"  I  know  how  like  Whig  minifters  to  Tory," 
And  among  his  manufcripts  were   four  very  fenfible,  though  not 
very  poetical  lines,  which  contain  the  moft  folid  apology  that  can 
be  made  for  a  minifter  of  this  country  : 

"  Our  minifters  like  gladiators  live : 

'Tis  half  their  bufmefs  blows  to  ward,  or  give : 
The  good  their  virtue  would  effeft,  or  fenfe, 
Dies  between  exigents  and  felf-defence." 
Yet  he  appears  fometimes  to  have  forgotten  this  candid  reflec- 
tion. Warton. 
•  Ver.  72.  yJnJ prais'il  unenvy'd,  by  the  Mufe  he  lov'cl.'}   It  was 
not  likely  that  men  afting  in  fo  different  fpheres,  as  were  thofe  of 
Mr.  Craggs  and  Mr.  Pope,  ihould  have  their  friendftiip  difturbed 
by  Envy.     We  muft  l^uppofe  then  that  fome  circumftances  in  the 
friendlhip  of  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Addifoa  are  hinted  at  in   this 
place.                                                                          Warburton. 


Who  that  reads  this  highly  finifhed  compofition,  but.  muft 
lament  to  find  \.\\t  fame  per/on,  herejcelebrated,  addrefled  in  very 
different  tones  by  the  fame  Author  : 

"  Who  would  not  weep  if  Atticus  were  he  !" 
I  am  myfelf  fatisfied,  that  the  breach  between  Adaifon  and  Pope 
was  certainly  owing  to  Pope's  jealoufy,  and  not  to  any  indireft  and 
unhandfome  condu(i^  in  Addifon.  Some  reafons  for  this  opinion, 
the  reader  will  fee  in  Volume  IV.,  where  the  fubjeft  is  mentioned. 
Pope,  confidering  Addifon  as  the  author  of  the  tranflation  of  the 
firft  book  of  Homer,  which  came  out  at  a  time  when  it  could  be 
only  confidered  as  the  rival  to  his  own,  felt  no  doubt  aggrieved  : 
but  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  tranflation  was  Addifon'e,  farther 

7  than 
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than  Pope's  furmife  and  affertion  ;  and  a  candid  perfon  will  coh- 
fider  what  credit  is  due,  when  the  teftimony  is  againft  a  perfon,  in 
all  other  points  of  moft  exemplary  chara6ler,  to  fuch  proof  ?is  Pope 
fums  up  his  accufation  with.—"  Tickel  himfdf,  who  is  a  fair 
man,  hatjlncey  in  a  manner,  as  good  as, ,  owned  it  to  me  !" — Pope's 
own  words  to  Spence>  on  which  he  fecms  to  reft  the  certainty  of 
tke  fad:.  But  what  was  mentioned  many  years  Jince  the  death  of 
the  perfon  accufed,  what  Tickel,  "  in  a  manner,"  as  good  as, 
"  own*d,"  furely  is  not  entitled  to  much  credit.  But  be  this  as  it 
may,  the  beauty  of  this  Poem,  both  in  verfification  and  imagery, 
la-in  its  kind  unrivalled,  dignified,  melodious,  and  poetical. 
It  is  to  be  lamented,  that,  like  the  Effay  on  Criticifm,  it  con- 
tains any  ftroke  of  ill-nature.  Vadius  here  is  introduced  with 
the  fame  effeft,  as  Appius  in  the  EiTay.  Nothing  can  fo  ftrono-ly 
evince  Pope's  turn  to  Satire. 
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■pATE  gave  the  wordj  the  cruel  arrow  fped ; 

And  Pope  h*es  numberM  with  the  mighty  Dead  1 
Refign*d  he  fell ;  fuperior  to  the  dart. 
That  quench'd  its  rage  in  Yours  and  Britain's 
Heart :  4 

You  mourn  :  but  Britain,  lulPd  in  reft  profound, 
(Unconfcious  Britain  !)  flumbers  o'er  her  wound. 
Exulting  Dulnefs  ey'd  the  fetting  Light, 
And  flapp'd  her  wing,  impatient  for  the  Night : 
Rous'd  at  the  fignal,  Guilt  collects  her  train. 
And  counts  the  Triumphs  of  her  growing  Reign  :   i  o 
With  inextinguifhable  rage  they  burn  ; 
And  fnake-hung  Envy  hiffes  o'er  his  Urn : 
Th'  envenom'd  Monfters  fpit  their  deadly  foam,  ■ 
To  blaft  the  Laurel  that  furrounds  his  Tomb. 

But  You,  O  Warburton  !  whofe  eye  refin'd     1 5 
Can  fee  the  greatnefs  of  an  honed  mind  ; 
Can  fee  each  Virtue  and  each  Grace  unite. 
And  tafle  the  Raptures  of  a  pure  Delight ; 
You  vifit  oft  his  awful  Page  with  Care, 
And  view  that  bright  Affemblage  treafur'd  there  ;   2<» 
You  trace  the  Chain  that  links  his  deep  defign. 
And  pour  new  Luftre  on  the  glowing  Line. 

B  B  q  Yet 
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Yet  deign  to  hear  the  efforts  of  a  Mufe, 
Whofe  eye,  not  wing,  his  ardent  flight  purfues : 
Intent  from  this  great  Archetype  to  draw  25 

Satire's  bright  Form,  and  fix  her  equal  law ; 
Pleas'd   if  from   hence  th'  unlearn'd  may   compre- 
hend, 
And  rev'rence  His  and  Satire's  gen'rous  End. 

In  ev'ry  Breafl:  there  burns  an  adive  flame. 
The  Love  of  Glory,  or  the  Dread  of  Sham.e :  30 

The  PaiTion  One,  tho'  various  it  appear. 
As  brighten'd  into  Hope,  or  dimm'd  by  Fear. 
The  lifping  Infant,  and  the  hoary  Sire, 
And  Youth  and  Manhood  feel  the  heart-bom  fire : 
The  Charms  of  Praife  the  Coy,  the  Modefl  woo,     35 
And  only  fly,  that  Glory  may  purfue  : 
She,  Pow'r  refifllefs,  rules  the  wife  and  great ; 
Bends  ev'n  reluftant  Hermits  at  her  feet ; 
Haunts  the  proud  City,  and  the  lowly  Shade, 
And  fways  alike  the  Sceptre  and  the  Spade.  40 

Thus  Heav'n  in  Pity  wakes  the  friendly  Flame, 
To  urge  Mankind  on  Deeds  that  merit  Fame  : 
But  Man,  vain  Man,  in  folly  only  wife, 
Rejeds  the  Manna  fent  him  from  the  Skies  : 
With  rapture  hears  corrupted  Paflion's  call,  45 

Still  proudly  prone  to  mingle  with  the  flail. 
As  each  deceitful  fhadow  tempts  his  view. 
He  for  the  imaged  Subftance  quits  the  true  ; 
Eager  to  catch  the  vifionary  Prize, 
In  queft  of  Glory,  plunges  deep  in  Vice  -,  50 

Till 
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Till  madly  zealous,  impotently  vain, 
He  forfeits  ev'ry  Praife  he  pants  to  gain. 

Thus  ftill  imperious  Nature  plies  her  part ; 
And  ftill  her  Dictates  work  in  ev'ry  heart. 
Each  Pow*r  that  fov'reign  Nature  bids  enjoy,  5^ 

Man  may  corrupt,  but  Man  can  ne*er  deftroy  : 
Like  mighty  rivers,  with  refiftlefs  force 
The  Pallions  rage,  obftruded  in  their  courfe ; 
Swell  to  new  heights,  forbidden  paths  explore. 
And  drown  thofe  Virtues  which  they  fed  before.       60 

And  fure,  the  deadlieft  Voe  to  Virtue*s  flame, 
Our  worft  of  Evils,  is  perverted  Shame. 
Beneath  this  load  what  abjeft  numbers  groan, 
Th'  entangled  Slaves  to  folly  not  their  own ! 
Meanly  by  falhionable  fear  opprefs'd,  d^ 

We  feek  our  Virtues  in  each  other's  breaft  ; 
Blind  to  ourfelves,  adopt  each  foreign  Vice, 
Another's  weaknefs,  int'reft,  or  caprice. 
Each  Fool  to  low  Ambition,  poorly  great. 
That  pines  in  fplendid  wrctchednefs  of  ftate,  70 

Tir'd  in  the  treach'rous  Chace,  would  nobly  yield, 
And,  but  for  fhame,  like  Sylla,  quit  the  field : 
The  demon  Shame  paints  ftrong  the  ridicule. 
And  whifpers   clofe,   "   The   World  will   call   you 
Fool." 

Behold  yon  Wretch,  by  impious  faflilon  driv'n,  y^ 
Believes  and  trembles  while  he  feoffs  at  Heav'n. 
By  weaknefs  ftrong,  and  bold  through  fear  alone. 
He  dreads  the  fneer  by  lliallow  Coxcombs  thrown  ; 

B  B  4  Dauntlefs 
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Dauntlefs  purfues  the  path  Spinoza  trod  ; 

To  Man  a  Coward,  and  a  Brave  to  God.  8© 

Faith,  Juflice,  Heav*n  itfelf  now  quit  their  hold. 
When  to  falfe  Fame  the  captiv'd  heart  is  fold  : 
Hence,  blind  to  truth,  relentlefs  Cato  dy*d  ; 
Nought  could  fubdue  his  Virtue,  but  his  Pride. 
Hence  chafte  Lucretia[s  Innocence  betrayed  &5 

Fell  by  that  Honour  which  was  meant  its  aid. 
Thus  Virtue  fmks  beneath  unnumbered  woes. 
When  Paffions,  born  her  friends,  revolt  her  foes. 

Hence  Satire's  pow*r:  *tis  her  corredive  part, 
To  calm  the  wild  diforders  of  the  heart.  9» 

She  points  the  arduous  height  where  Glory  lies. 
And  teaches  mad  Ambition  to  be  wife  :     ;    ,-  "  . 
In  the  dark  bofom  wakes  the  fair  defire. 
Draws  good  from  ill,  a  brighter  flame  from  fire  j 
Strips  black  OpprefTion  of  her  gay  difguife,  95 

And  bids  the  Hag  in  native  horror  rife ; 
Strikes  tow*ring  Pride,  and  lawlefs  Rapine  dead, 
And  plants  the  wreath  on  Virtue's  awful  head. 

Nor  boafts  the  Mufe  a  vain  imagined  pow*r, 
Tho'  oft  fhe  mourn  thofe  ills  Ihe  cannot  cure.        100 

The 

IMITATION  S. 

Ver.  80.  To  Man  a  Coiuanl,  Sffr.] 

•♦  Vols  tu  ce  Libertin  en  public  intrepide. 

Qui  preche  centre  un  Dieu  que  dans  fon  Ame  il  croit  ? 
11  iroit  embrafTer  la  Verite,  qu'il  voit ; 
Mais  de  fes  faux  Amis  il  craint  la  Raillerie, 
Et  ne  brave  ainli  Dieu  que  par  Poltronnerie."  ' 

BoiLEAU,  Ep.  iii. 
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The  Worthy  court  her,  and  the  Worthlefs  fear : 

Who  fhun  her  piercing  eye,  that  eye  revere. 

Her  awful  voice  the  Vain  and  Vile  obey. 

And  ev'ry  foe  to  Wifdom  feels  her  fway. 

Smarts,  Pedants,  as  {he  fmiles,  no  more  are  vain  ; 

Defponding  Fops  refign  the  clouded  cane :  io6 

HuftiM  at  her  voice,  pert  Folly's  felf  is  ftill. 

And  Dulnefs  wonders  while  fhe  drops  her  quill. 

Like  the  arm'd  Bz  e,  with  art  moft  fubtly  true. 

From  poisonous  Vice  fhe  draws  a  healing  dew :      i  r  o 

Weak  are  the  ties  that  civil  arts  can  find. 

To  quell  the  ferment  of  the  tainted  mind : 

Cunning  evades,  fecurely  wrapt  in  wiles  ; 

And  Force  flrong  (inew'd  rends  th'  unequal  toils : 

The  dream  of  Vice  impetuous  drives  along,  115 

Too  deep  for  Policy,  for  Pow'r  too  ftrong. 

Ev*n  fair  Religion,  Native  of  the  fkies, 

ScornM  by  the  Crowd,  feeks  refuge  with  the  Wife ; 

The  Crowd  with  laughter  fpurns  her  awful  train. 

And  Mercy  courts,  and  Juflice  frowns  in  vain.       120 

But  Satire's  fhaft  can  pierce  the  hardened  breaft : 

She  plays  a  ru/ing  paj/ton  on  the  reft : 

Undaunted  ftorms  the  batt'ry  of  his  pride. 

And  awes  the  Brave  that  Earth  and  Heav'n  defy'd. 

When 

IMITATIONS. 

Ver.  lie.  From pois' nous  Flee,  y<r.]    Alluding  to   thefe  lints 
of  Mr.  Pupe  : 

"  In  the  iiice  Bee  what  Art  fo  fubtly  true 

From  pois'nous  Herbs  extra<^s  a  healing  Dew  ?' 
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When  fell  Corruption,  by  her  vafTals  crown'd,       125 

Derides  fall'n  Juflice  proftrate  on  the  ground  ; 

Swift  to  redrefs  an  injur'd  People's  groan, 

Bold  Satire  fhakes  the  Tyrant  on  her  throne ; 

Pow'rful  as  Death,  defies  the  fordid  train, 

And  Slaves  and  Sycophants  furroundin  vain.  130 

But  with  the  friends  of  Vice,  the  foes  of  Satire, 
All  truth  is  Spleen  ;  all  juft  reproof.  Ill-nature. 

Well  may  they  dread  the  Mufe*s  fatal  Ikill ; 
Well  may  they  tremble,  when  fhe  drawls  her  quill : 
Her  magic  quill,  that,  like  Ithuriel's  fpear,        135 
Reveals  the  cloven  hoof,  or  lengthen'd  ear: 
Bids  Vice  and  Folly  take  their  nat'ral  fhapes. 
Turns  DuchefTes  to  (trumpets.  Beaux  to  apes ; 
Drags  the  vile  Whifp'rer  from  his  dark  abode. 
Till  all  the  Demon  ftarts  up  from  the  toad.  140 

O  fordid  maxim,  form'd  to  fcreen  the  vile. 
That  true  good-nature  (till  muft  wear  a  fmile  I 
In  frowns  arrayM  her  beauties  flronger  rife, 
When  love  of  Virtue  makes  her  fcorn  of  Vice  : 
Where  Juflice  calls,  'tis  Cruelty  to  fave ;  145 

And  'tis  the  Law's  good-nature  hangs  the  Knave. 
Who  combats  Virtue's  foe  is  Virtue's  friend  ; 
Then  judge  of  Satire's  merit  by  her  end  : 
To  Guilt  alone  her  vengeance  ftands  confin'd, 
The  objefl:  of  her  love  is  all  Mankind.  150 

Scarce  more  the  friend  of  Man,  the  wife  muft  own, 
Ev'n  Allen's  bounteous  hand,  than  Satire's  frown  : 
This  to  chaftize,  as  That  to  blefs,  was  giv'n  ; 
Alike  the  faithful  Minifters  of  Heav'n. 

Oft 
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Oft  in  unfeeling  hearts  the  fliaft  is  fpent :  155 

Tho'  ftrong  th'  example,  weak  the  punifliment. 
They  lead  are  pain'd,  who  merit  Satire  moft  ; 
Folly  the  Laureafi,  Vice  was  Chartres*  boafl : 
Then  where's  the  wrong,  to  gibbet  high  the  name 
Of  Fools  and  Knaves  already  dead  to  Ihame  ?  1 60 

Oft  Satire  a6ls  the  faithful  Surgeon's  part ; 
Gen'rous  and  kind,  tho'  painful  is  her  art : 
With  caution  bold,  fhe  only  ftrikes  to  heal ; 
Tho'  folly  raves  to  break  the  friendly  fteel. 
Then  fure  no  fault  impartial  Satire  knows,         165 
Kind  ev'n  in  Vengeance,  kind  to  Virtue's  foes. 
Whofe  is  the  crime,  the-  fcandal  too  be  theirs  : 
The  Knave  and  Fool  are  their  own  Libellers. 


PART 
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-r\ARE  nobly  then  :  But  confcious  of  your  trufl. 

As  ever  warm  and  bold,  be  ever  juft  :  170' 

Nor  court  applaufe  in  thefe  degenerate  days  : 
The  Villain's  cenfure  is  extorted  praife. 
But  chief,  be  fteady  in  a  noble  end, 
And  fhew  mankind  that  Truth  has  yet  a  friend. 
'Tis  mean  for  empty  praife  of  wit  to  write,  175 

As  Foplings  grin  to  (hew  their  teeth  are  white  : 
To  brand  a  doubtful  folly  with  a  fmile. 
Or  madly  blaze  unknown  defeds,  is  vile  : 
'Tis  doubly  vile,  when,  but  to  prove  your  art. 
You  fix  an  arrow  in  a  blamelefs  heart.  180 

O  ioft  to  honour's  voice,  O  doom'd  to  Ihame, 
Thou  Fiend  accurs'd,  thou  Murderer  of  Fame ! 
Fell  Raviiher,  from  Innocence  to  tear 
That  name,  than  liberty,  than  life  more  dear  ! 
Where  (hall  thy  bafenefs  meet  its  juft  return  !         185 
Or  what  repay  thy  guilt,  but  endlcfs  fcorn  ? 
And  know,  immortal  Truth  fliall  mock  thy  toil : 
Immortal  Truth  fliall  bid  the  fhaft  recoil  j 
With  rage  retorted,  wing  the  deadly  dart ; 
And  empty  all  its  poifon  in  thy  heart.  190 

W^ith  caution  next,  the  dang'rous  pow'r  apply  ; 
An  eagle's  talon  alks  an  eagle's  eye  : 

Let 
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Let  Satire  then  her  proper  objeft  know, 

And  ere  flie  ftrike,  be  fure  Ihe  ftrike  a  foe. 

Nor  fondly  deem  the  real  fool  confeftj  195 

Becaufe  blind  Ridkule  conceives  a  jeft : 

Before  whofe  altar  Virtue  oft  hath  bled. 

And  oft  a  deftin'd  Vidim  fhall  be  led  : 

Lo,  ShaftJFry  rears  her  high  on  Reafon's  throne. 

And  loads  the  Slave  with  honours  not  her  own  :  200 

Big-fwoln  with  folly,  as  her  fmiles  provoke, 

Prophanenefs  fpawns,  pert  Dunces  nurfe  the  joke ! 

Come,  let  us  join  awhile  this  titt'ring  crew. 

And  now  the  Ideot  Guide  for  once  is  true  ; 

Deride  our  weak  forefathers*  mufty  rule,  205 

Who  therefore  fmilM,  becaufe  they  faw  a  Fool ; 

Sublimer  logic  now  adorns  our  ifle, 

We  therefore  fee  a  Fool,  becaufe  we  fmile. 

Truth  in  her  gloomy  Cave  why  fondly  feek  ? 

Lo,  gay  fhe  fits  in  Laughter's  dimple  cheek  :         210 

Contemns  each  furly  academic  foe. 

And  courts  the  fpruce  Freethinker  and  the  Beau. 

Dadaitan  arguments  but  few  can  trace, 

But  all  can  read  the  language  of  grimace. 

Hence  mighty  Ridicule's  all-conqu*ring  hand         2 1 5 

Shall  work  Herculean  wonders  through  the  Land  : 

Bound  in  the  magic  of  her  cob-web  chain. 

You,,  mighty  Warburton,  fliall  rage  in  vain. 

In  vain  the  tracklefs  maze  of  Truth  vou  fcan, 

And  lend  th'  informing  Clue  to  erring  Man:         220 

No  more  (hall  Reafon  boafl  her  pow'r  divine, 

per  Bafe  eternal  fhook  by  Folly's  mine ! 

7  Truth's 
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Truth's  facred  Fort  th'  exploded  laugh  fhall  win ; 
And  Coxcombs  vanquifli  Berkley  by  a  grin. 

But  you,  more  fage,  reje6t  th*  inverted  rule,     225 
That  Truth  is  e'er  explor'd  by  Ridicule  : 
On  truth,  on  falfehood  let  her  colours  fall. 
She  throws  a  dazzling  glare  alike  on  all ; 
As  the  gay  Prifm  but  mocks  the  flatter'd  eye. 
And  gives  to  ev'ry  objeft  ev'ry  dye.  230 

Beware  the  mad  Advent'rer :  bold  and  blind 
She  hoifts  her  fail,  and  drives  with  ev'ry  wind  ; 
Deaf  as  the  ftorm  to  fmking  Virtue's  groan. 
Nor  heeds  a  Friend's  deftrudtion,  or  her  own. 
Let  clear-ey'd  Reafon  at  the  helm  prefide,  235 

Bear  to  the  wind,  or  ftem  the  furious  tide ; 
Then  Mirth  may  urge,  when  Reafon  can  explore. 
This  point  the  way,  that  waft  us  glad  to  fhore. 

Tho'  diftant  Times  may  rife  in  Satire's  page, 
Yet  chief  'tis  Her's  to  draw  the  prefent  Age  :  240 

With  Wifdom's  luftre.  Folly's  fhade  contrail. 
And  judge  the  reigning  Manners  by  the  pad  : 
Bid  Britain's  Heroes  (awful  Shades  !)  arife. 
And  ancient  Honour  beam  on  modern  Vice  : 
Point  back  to  minds  ingenuous,  anions  fair,  245 

Till  the  Sons  blufh  at  what  their  Fathers  were  : 
Ere  yet  'twas  beggary  the  great  to  trufl ; 
Ere  yet  'twas  quite  a  folly  to  be  jufi: ; 
"When  low-born  Sharpers  only  dar'd  a  lie. 
Or  falfify'd  the  card,  or  cogg'd  the  die;  250 

Ere  Lewdnefs  the  ftain'd  garb  of  Honour  wore. 
Or  Chaflity  was  carted  for  the  Whore  ; 

Vice 
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Vice  fluttered,  in  the  plumes  of  freedom  drefsM ; 
Or  public  Spirit  was  the  public  jeft. 

Be  ever,  in  a  juft:  expreffion,  bold,  ^^^ 

Yet  ne*er  degrade  fair  Satire  to  a  Scold  : 
Let  no  unworthy  mien  her  form  debafe, 
But  let  her  fmile,  and  let  her  frown  with  grace : 
In  mirth  be  template,  temp'rate  in  her  fpleen  ; 
Nor,  while  fhe  preaches  modefty,  obfcene.  260 

Deep  let  her  wound,  not  rankle  to  a  fore. 

Nor  call  his  Lordfhip ,  her  Grace  a : 

The  Mufe's  charms  refifllefs  then  affail, 

When  wrapt  in  Irony*s  tranfparent  veil : 

Her  beauties  half  concealed,  the  more  furprize. 

And  keener  luftre  fparkles  in  her  eyes.  266 

Then  be  your  line  with  fharp  encomiums  grac'd : 

Style  Clodius  honourable,  Bufa  chafte. 

Dart  not  on  Folly  an  indignant  eye  : 
Whoe'er  difcharg'd  Artillery  on  a  Fly  ?  270 

Deride  not  Vice :  Abfurd  the  thought  and  vain. 
To  bind  the  Tiger  in  fo  weak  a  chain. 
Nay  more  :  when  flagrant  crimes  your  laughter  move. 
The  Knave  exults  :  to  fmile  is  to  approve. 
The  Mufe's  labour  then  fuccefs  fliall  crown,  275 

When  Folly  feels  her  fmile,  and  Vice  her  frown. 

Know  next  what  Meafures  to  each  Theme  belong. 
And  fuit  your  thoughts  and  numbers  to  your  fong : 
On  wing  proportion'd  to  your  quarry  rife. 
And  (loop  to  earth,  or  foar  among  the  fkies.         280 
Thus  when  a  modifli  folly  you  rehearfe. 
Free  the  expreflion,  fimple  be  the  verfe. 

In 
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In  artlefs  numbers  paint  th'  ambitious  Peer 

That  mounts  the  box,  and  fhines  a  Charioteer : 

In  flrains  familiar  fmg  the  midnight  toil  285 

Of  Camps  and  Senates  difciplin'd  by  Hoyle  ; 

Patriots  and  Chiefs,  whofe  deep  defign  invades 

And  carries  off  the  captive  King — of  Spades  / 

Let  Satire  here  in  milder  vigour  fliine, 

And  gayly  graceful  fport  along  the  line ;  290 

Bid  courtly  fafliion  quit  her  thin  pretence. 

And  fmile  each.  Aifeftation  into  fenfe. 

Not  fo  when  Virtue  by  her  Guards  betray'd, 
Spurn*d  from  her  Throne,  implores  the  Mufe*s  aid  : 
When  crimes,  which  erfl  in  kindred  darknefs  lay, 
Rife  frontlefs,  and  infult  the  eye  of  day  ;  296 

Indignant  Hymen  veils  his  hallow'd  fires. 
And  white-rob'd  Chaflity  with  tears  retires  ; 
When  rank  Adultery  on  the  genial  bed 
Hot  from  Cocytus  rears  her  baleful  head  :  30® 

When  private  Faith  and  public  Truft  are  fold. 
And  Traitors  barter  Liberty  for  Gold  : 
When  fell  Corruption,  dark  and  deep,  like  fate. 
Saps  the  foundation  of  a  finking  State : 
When  Giant-Vice  and  Irreligion  rife,  305 

On  mountain'd  falfehoods  to  invade  the  fkies : 
Then  warmer  numbers  glow  thro'  Satire's  page. 
And  all  her  fmiles  are  darken'd  into  rage  : 
On  eagle-wing  (he  gains  Parnajfus^  height. 
Not  lofty  Epic  foars  a  nobler  flight :  310 

Then  keener  indignation  fires  her  eye  ; 
Then  flafh  her  lightnings,  and  her  thunders  fly  ; 

Wide 
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Wide  and  more  wide  her  flaming  bolts  are  hurPd, 
Till  all  her  wrath  involves  the  guilty  World. 

Yet  Satire  oft  affumes  a  gentler  mien,  315 

And  beams  on  Virtue's  friends  a  fmile  ferene : 
She  wounds  reludant ;  pours  her  balm  with  joy ; 
Glad  to  commend  where  Worth  attradts  her  eye. 
But  chief,  when  Virtue,  Learning,  Arts  decline. 
She  joys  to  fee  unconquer'd  merit  Ihinej  320 

Where  burfl:ing  glorious,  with,  departing  ray. 
True  Genius  gilds  the  clofe  of  Britain's  day : 
With  joy  jfhe  fees  the  ftream  of  Roman  art 
From  Murray's  tongue  flow  purer  to  the  heart : 
Sees  YoRKE  to  Fame,  ere  yet  to  Manhood  known, 
And  juft  to  ev'ry  Virtue  but  his  own  :  32$ 

Hears  unfl:ain*d  Cam  with  gen*rous  pride  proclaim 
A  Sage*s,  Critiq-s,  and  a  Poet*s  name  : 
Beholds,  where  Widcombe's  happy  hills  afcend. 
Each  orphan'd  Art  and  Virtue  find  a  friend  :         33P 
To  Hagley's  hono\lr*d  Shade  direfts  her  view; 
And  culls  each  flow'r,  to  form  a  Wreath  for  You. 

But  tread  with  cautious  ft^p  this  dangerous  ground, 
Befet  with  faithlefs  precipices  round  :  334 

Truth  be  your  guide  :  .difdain  Ambition's  call ; 
And  if  you  falijwith  Truth,  you 'greatly  fall. 
Tis  Virtue's  rmU-v^.litJlre  that  mii(ijhi?je  ; 
The  Poet  can  hut  fet  it  in  his  line : 
And  who  unmov'd  with  laucfhter  can  behold 
Ay3r(^/<i/'£'^Z'/^  meanly  grac'd  with  ^0/^/  34^ 

Let  real  Merit  then  aiorn  your  lays, 
For  Shame  attends  on  prollituted  praife : 

VOL.  HI.  C  c  .        And 
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And  all  your  wit,  your  tnofl  diftinguifli*d  art, 
But  make  us  grieve  you  want  an  honeft  heart. 

Nor  think  the  Mufeby  Satire's  Law  confin'd  : 
She  yields  defcription  of  the  noblefl  kind.  346 

Inferior  art  the  Landfcape  may  defign. 
And  paint  the  purple  ev'ning  in  the  line  ; 
Her  daring  thought  efTays  a  higher  plan ; 
^er  hand  delineates  Paffion,  pidures  Man.  350 

And  great  the  toil,  the  latent  foul  to  trace, 
To  paint  the  heart,  and  catch  internal  grace  ; 
By  turns  bid  Vice  or  Vinue  ftrike  our  eyes, 
Now  bid  a  Wolfey,  or  a  Cromwell  rife  ; 
Now  with  a  touch  more  facred  and  refin'd,  355 

Call  forth  a  Chesterfield's  or  Lonsdale's  mind. 
Here  fweet  or  ftrong  may  ev'ry  Colour  flow : 
Here  let  the  pencil  warm,  the  canvafs  glow : 
Of  light  and  fhade  provoke  the  noble  flrife, 
•And  wake  each  ftriking  feature  into  life.  360 
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PART      III. 


hpHROUGH  Ages  thus  has  Satire  keenly  fhln'd. 

The  Friend  to  Truth,  to  Virtue,  and  Mankind  : 
Yet  the  bright  flame  from  Virtue  ne*er  had  fprung. 
And  Man  was  guilty  ere  the  Poet  fung. 
This  Mufe  in  filence.joy'd  each  better  Age,  365 

Till  glowing  crimes  had  wak'd  her  into  rage. 
Truth  faw  her  honefl:  fpleen  with  new  delight, 
And  bade  her  wing  her  fhafts,  and  urge  their  flight. 
Firft  on  the  Sons  of  Greece  flie  prov*d  her  art. 
And  Sparta  felt  the  fierce  Iambic  dart  *.  370 

To  Latium  next,  avenging  Satire  flew  : 
The  flaming  faulchion  rough  Luciliu.s  t  drew ; 
With  dauntlefs  warmth  in  Virtue's  caufe  engaged, 
And  confcious  Villains  trembled  as  he  rag'd. 

Then  fportive  Horace  {  caught  the  generous  fire  ; 
For  Satire's  bow  refign'd  the  founding  lyre  :      376 

Each 

NOTES. 

*  *'  Archilochura  proprio  rabies  armavit  lambo."  HoR. 

f  "  Enfe  velut  ftridlo  quoties  Lucilius  ardens 

Infremuit,  rubet  auditor  cui  frigida  mens  eft 
Criminibus,  tacita  fudant  praecordia  culpa."         Juv.  S.  J. 

J  "  Omne  vafer  vitium  ridenti  Flaccus  amico 
Tangit,  et  admiffus  circum  prscordia  ludit, 
Callidus  excuflb  populum  fufpendere  nafo."         Pers.  S.i. 

C  C  2 
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Each  arrow  polifh'd  in  his  hand  was  feen. 

And,  as  it  grew  more  polifh'd,  grew  more  keen. 

His  art,  conceard  in  ftudy'd  negligence. 

Politely  fly,  cajord  the  foes  of  fenfe  J  380 

He  feem'd  to  fport  and  trifle  with  the  dart, 

But  while  he  fported,  drove  it  to  the  heart. 

In  graver  flirains  majefliic  Persius  wrote. 
Big  with  a  ripe  exuberance  of  thought : 
Greatly  fedate,  contemn'd  a  Tyrant's  reign,  385 

And  lafli*d  Corruption  with  a  calm  difdain. 

More  ardent  eloquence,  and  boundlefs  rage, 
Inflame  bold  Juvenal's  exalted  page. 
His  mighty  numbers  aw'd  corrupted  Rome, 
And  fwept  audacious  Greatnefs  to  its  doom  ;  390 

The  headlong  torrent  thund'ring  from  on  high. 
Rent  the  proud  rock  that  lately  brav'd  the  fliy. 

But  lo !  the  fatal  Vidor  of  Mankind  ! 
Swoln  Luxury  I — pale  Ru'm  fl.alks  behind ! 
As  countlefs  Infeds  from  the  north-eaft  pour,        395 
To  blafl  the  Spring,  and  ravage  ev'ry  flow'r  : 
So  barb'rous  Millions  fpread  contagious  death  : 
The  fick'ning  Laurel  wither'd  at  their  breath. 
Deep  Superfl:ition's  night  the  fl^:ies  o'erhung, 
Beneath  whofe  baleful  dews  the  Poppy  fprung.      400 
No  longer  Genius  woo'd  the  Nine  to  love. 
But  Dulnefs  nodded  in  the  Mufe's  grove  : 
Wit,  Spirit,  Freedom,  were  the  fole  offence. 
Nor  aught  was  held  fo  dangerous  as  Senfe. 

At 
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At  length,  again  fair  Science  fhot  her  ray,     405 
Dawn*d  in  the  (kies,  and  fpoke  returning  day. 
Now,  Satire,  triumph  o'er  thy  flying  foe. 
Now,  load  thy  quiver,  firing  thy  flacken'd  bow ! 
'Tis  done  ! — See,  great  Erasmus  breaks  the  fpell, 
And  wounds  triumphant  Folly  in  her  cell !  410 

(In  vain  the  folemn  Cowl  furrounds  her  face. 
Vain  all  her  bigot  cant,  her  four  grimace,) 
With  fliame  compell'd  her  leaden  throne  to  quit. 
And  own  the  force  of  Reafon  urg*d  by  Wit.         414 

'Twas  then  plain  Donne  in  honefl:  vengeance  rofe. 
His  Wit  harmonious,  tho'  his  Rhyme  was  profe : 
He  'midfl:  an  age  of  Puns  and  Pedants  wrote 
With  genuine  fenfe,  and  Roman  ftrength  of  thought. 

Yet  fcarce  had  Satire  well  relum'd  her  flame, 
^With  grief  the  Mufe  records  her  Country's  fhame,) 
Ere  Britain  faw  the  foul  revolt  commence,  421 

And  treacherous  Wit  began  her  \yar  with  Senfe. 
Then  rofe  a  fliaraelefs  mercenary  train. 
Whom  lateft:  Time  fliall  view  with  juft  difdain : 
A  race  fantaftic,  in  whofe  gaudy  line  425 

UntutorM  thought,  and  tinfel  beauty  fhine ; 
Wit's  fliatter'd  Mirror  lies  in  fragments  bright. 
Reflects  not  Nature,  but  confounds  the  fight. 
D17  Morals  the  Court-Poet  blufli'd  to  fing ; 
^Twas  all  his  praife  to  fay,  "  the  oddeji  thing, " 
Proud  for  a  jefl:  obfcene,  a  Patron's  nod,  43 1 

To  martyr  Virtue,  or  blafpheme  his  God. 

c  c  3  Ill-fated 
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Ill-fated  Dryden  !  who  unmov'd  can  fee 
Th*  extremes  of  wit  and  meannefs  join'd  in  Thee  ! 
Flames  that  could  mount,  and  gain  their  kindred  fkies. 
Low  creeping  in  the  putrid  fink  of  vice  ;  436 

A  Mufe  whom  Wifdom  woo*d,  but  woo'd  in  vain. 
The  Pimp  of  Pbw'r,  the  Proflitute  to  Gain  : 
Wreaths  that  Ihould  deck  fair  Virtue's  form  alone. 
To  Strumpets,  Traitors,  Tyrants  vilely  thrown  : 
Unrival'd  parts,  the  fcorn  of  honed  fame;  441 

And  Genius  rife,  a  Monument  of  fhame  !  . 

More  happy  France  :  immortal  Boileau  there 
Supported  Genius  with  a  Sage's  care : 
Him  with  her  love  propitious  Satire  bleft,  445 

And  breath'd  her  airs  divine  into  his  bread : 
Fancy  and  Senfe  to  form  his  line  confpire, 
And  faultlefs  Judgment  guides  the  purefl  Fire, 

But  fee  at  length  the  Britijh  Genius  fmile. 
And  fhow'r  her  bounties  o'er  her  favoured  Ifle  :     450 
Behold  for  Pope  fhe  twines  the  laurel  crown. 
And  centers  ev*ry  Poet's  pow'r  in  one  : 
Each  Roman's  force  adorns  his  various  page. 
Gay  fmiles,  correfted  ftrength,  and  manly  rage. 
Defpairing  Guilt  and  Dulnefs  loath  the  fight,        455 
As  Speftres  vanilh  at  approaching  light : 
In  this  clear  Mirror  with  delight  we  view 
Each  image  juftly  fine,  and  boldly  true  : 
Here  Vice,  dragg'd  forth  by  Truth's  fupreme  decree, 
Beholds  and  hates  her  own  deformity  :  460 

While 
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While  felf-feen  Virtue  in  the  faithful  line 
With  modeft  joy  furveys  her  form  divine. 
But  oh,  what  thoughts,  what  numbers  fliall  I  find. 
But  faintly  to  exprefs  the  Poet's  mind  ! 
Who  yonder  Star's  effulgence  can  difplay,  465 

Unlefs  he  dip  his  pencil  in  the  ray  ? 
Who  paint  a  God,  unlefs  the  God  infpire  ? 
What  catch  the  Lightning,  but  the  fpeed  of  fire  ? 
So,  mighty  Pope,  to  make  thy  Genius  known, 
All  pow'r  is  weak,  all  numbers—but  thy  own.      470 
Each  Mufe  for  thee  with  kind  contention  ftrove. 
For  thee  the  Graces  left  th'  Idalian  grove  ; 
With  watchful  fondnefs  o*er  thy  cradle  hung, 
Attun'd  thy  voice,  and  formed  thy  infant-tongue. 
Next,  to  her  Bard  majeftic  Wifdom  came  ;  475 

.  The  Bard  enraptured  caught  the  heav*nly  flame  : 
With  tafte  fuperior  fcorn'd  the  venal  tribe, 
Whom  fear  can  fway,  or  guilty  Greatnefs  bribe  ; 
At  Fancy's  call,  who  rear  the  wanton  fail. 
Sport  with  the  ftream,  and  trifle  in  the  gale  :         480 
Sublimer  views  thy  daring  Spirit  bound  ; 
Thy  mighty  Voyage  was  Creation's  round  ; 
Intent  new  Worlds  of  Wifdom  to  explore, 
And  blefs  Mankind  with  Virtue's  facred  {lore ; 
A  nobler  joy  than  Wit  can  give,  impart ;  485 

And  pour  a  moral  tranfport  o'er  the  heart. 
Fantaftic  Wit  flioots  momentary  fires. 
And,  like  a  Meteor,  while  we  gaze,  expires : 

c  c  4  Wit 
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Wit  kindled  by  the  fulphVous  breath  of  Vice, 
Like  the  blue  Lightening,  while  it  fliines,  dellroys : 
But  Genius,  firM  by  Truth's  eternal  ray,  491 

Burns  clear  and  conftant,  like  the  fource  of  day : 
Like  this,  its  beam  prolific  and  refin'd. 
Feeds,  warms,  infpirits,  and  exalts  the  mind  ; 
Mildly  difpels  each  wintry  Paflion's  gloom,  495 

And  opens  all  the  Virtues  into  bloom. 
This  Praife,  immortal  Pope,  to  thee  be  giv'n ; 
Thy  Genius  was  indeed  a  Gift  from  Heav'n. 
Hail,  Bard  unequal'd,  in  whofe  deathlefs  line 
Reafon  and  Wit,  with  flrength  collected  fhine ;    500 
W^here  matchlefs  Wit  but  wins  the  fecond  praife, 
Lofl,  nobly  loft,  in  Truth's  fuperior  blaze. 
Did  Friendship  e'er  miflead  thy  wand'ring  Mufe  ? 
That  Friendfhip  fure  may  plead  the  great  excufe  : 
That  facred  Friendfhip  which  infpir'd  thy  Song, 
Fair  in  defeft,  and  amiably  wrong.  506 

Error  like  this  ev'n  Truth  can  fcarce  reprove ; 
'Tis  almoft  Virtue  when  it  flows  from  Love. 

Ye  deathlefs  Names,  ye  Sons  of  endlefs  praife. 
By  Virtue  crown'd  with  never-fading  bays !  510 

Say,  fhall  an  artlefs  Mufe,  if  you  infpire. 
Light  her  pale  lamp  at  your  immortal  fire  ? 
Or  if,  O  Warburton  !  infpir'd  by  You, 
The  daring  Mufe  a  nobler  path  purfue. 
By  You  infpir'd,  on  trembling  pinion  foar,  5 1 5 

The  facred  founts  of  focial  blifs  explore, 

In 
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In  her  bold  numbers  chain  the  Tyrant's  rage. 

And  bid  her  Country* s  Glory  fire  her  page  : 

If  fuch  her  fate,  do  thou,  fair  Truth,  defcend. 

And  watchful  guard  her  in  an  honefl:  end  :  520 

Kindly  fevere,  inflrud  her  equal  line 

To  court  no  Friend,  nor  own  a  Foe  but  thine. 

But  if  her  giddy  eye  fliould  vainly  quit 

Thy  facred  paths,  to  run  the  maze  of  wit ; 

If  her  apoftate  heart' fhould  e*er  incline  525 

To  offer  incenfe  at  Corruption's  fhrine ; 

Urge,  urge  thy  pow'r,   the  black  attempt  confound. 

And  dafli  the  fmoaking  Cenfer  to  the  ground. 

Thus  aw'd  to  fear,  inftruded  Bards  may  fee. 

That  Guilt  is  doom'd  to  fink  in  Infamy,  530 
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A      LETTER 


TO 


A     NOBLE      LORD 


On  occasion  of  some  Libels  written  and  pro- 
PAGATEp  AT  Court,  in  the  year  1732-3. 

My  LORD,  "  Nov.  30,  1733. 

VouR  Lordfhip's  "  epiftle  has  been  publifhed  fome 

days,  but  I  had  not  the  pleafure  and  pain  of 
feeing  it  till  yefterday :  Pain,  to  think  your  Lord- 
(hip  fhould  attack  me  at  all ;  Pleafure,  to  find  that 

you 

'  This  Letter  (whicK  was  firft  printed  in  the  Year  1733)  bears 
the  fame  place  in  our  Author's  profe  that  the  Epiftle  to  Dr. 
Arbuthnot  docs  in  his  poetry.  They  are  both  Apologetical, 
repeUing  the  libellous  flandcrs  on  his  Reputation  :  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  the  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  his  friend,  was  chiefly 
direfled  againft  Grub-Jlred  Writers,  and  this  Letter  to  the  Noble 
Lord,  his  enemy,  againft  Court  Scribblers.  For  the  reft,  they  are 
both  Mafter- pieces  in  their  kinds;  That  in  verfe,  more  grave, 
moral,  and  fublime  ;  This  in  profe,  more  lively,  critical,  and 
pointed  ;  but  equally  conducive  to  what  he  had  moft  at  heart,  the 
vindication  of  his  moral  Chara£ler:  the  only  thing  he  thought 
'worth  his  care  in  literary  altercations  ;  and  the  firft  thing  he  would 
cxpedl  from  the  good  ofBces  of  a  furviving  Friend.  Warburtos. 
''  Lord  Hervey,  who,  together  with  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu, 
had  written  fome  fevere  lines  on  him,  but  certainly  after  provoca- 
tion on  his  part.  Lord  Hervey  is  fatirized  by  him  under  tlie  name 
of  Lord  Fanny,  and  Sporus.  He  was  certainly  afre£led.  In 
one   of   his    Letters   from  Bath,    he    fays,    "  The  Duchefs   of 

Marlborough, 
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you  can  attack  me  fo  weakly.  As  I  want  not  the 
humility,  to  think  myfelf  in  every  way  but  one  your 
inferior,  it  feems  but  reafonable  that  I  fhould  take  the 
only  method  either  of  felf-defence  or  retaliation,  that 
is  left  me  againfl  a  perfon  of  your  quality  and  power. 

And 


Marlborough,  Congrsfve,  and  Lady  Rich,  are  the  only  people 
whofe  faces  I  know,  whofe  names  I  ever  heard,  or  who,  / 
believe  J  have  any  names  belonging  to  them.  The  reft  are  a 
fwarm  of  i^retched  beings,  fome  with  half-Yimh^,  fome  with  none^ 
the  ingredients  of  Pandora's  Box  personified,"  &c.  Again, 
"  I  do  not  meet  a  creature  without   faying  to  myfelf,  as   Lady 

did  of  htr  femme  de  chambre^  *  Regardez.  eel  animal,  conJidere% 

ce  neanty  voila  un  bel  ame  pour  etre  immortel !" 

He  was  alfo  very  effeminate  in  perfon,  and  ufed  paint.  His 
fpeeches  in  Parliament  prove  he  had  more  than  *'  Jlorid  impotence.'* 
He  was  Vice-Chamberlain  and  Privy-Seal  to  George  Yl.  Ther§ 
was  an  excellent  caricature-print  publifhed  of  the  combatants, 
when  he  fought  with  Pulteney.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  drawn 
ftanding  as  Lord  Hervey's  Second.  For  further  particulars  of 
this  Nobleman,  I  muft  refer  to  Mr.  Coxe's  Memoirs. 

"  Intitled,  An  Epijlle  to  a  DoSor  of  Divinity  from  a  Nobleman  at 
Hampton-Court,  Aug.  28,  1733,  and  printed  the  November  follow- 
ing for  J.  Roberts.    Fol. 

The  following  advertifement  appeared  in  the  Papers,  1733, 
refpecling  this  Letter : 

"  Whereas  a  great  demand  hath  been  made  for  an  Anfijuer  to 
'*  a  certain  fcurrilous  Epijlle  from  a  Nobleman  to  Dr.  Sh-r-n  ; 
**  this  is  to  acquaint  the  Public,  that  it  hath  been  hitherto  hin- 
*'  dered  by  what  feemed  a  denial  of  that  Epiftle  by  the  Noble 
"  Lord,  in  the  Daily  Courant  of  Nov.  22.,  affirming  that  nofuch 
*'  Epiftle  was  written  by  him.  But  whereas  that  decbration  hath 
*'  fince  been  undeclared  by  the  Courant ;  this  is  to  certify,  that 
"  unlefs  the  faid  Noble  Lord  (hall  this  next  week,  in  a  manner  as 
"  pubhc  as  the  injury,  deny  the  faid  Poem  to  be  his,  or  contra- 
**  di£t  the  afperfions  therein  contained,  there  will  with  all  fpeed  be 
"  publifhed,  a  mojl  proper  reply  to  the  fame. 

«  1733." 
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And  as  by  your  choice  of  this  weapon,  your  pen,  you 
generouHy  (and  modeftly  too,  no  doubt)  meant  to 
put  yourfelf  upon  a  level  with  me ;  I  will  as  foon 
believe  that  your  Lordfhip  would  give  a  wound  to  a 
man  unarmed,  as  that  you  would  deny  me  the  ufe  of 
it  in  my  own  defence. 

I.prefume  you  will  allow  me  to  take  the  fam^e  liberty 
in  my  anfwer  to  fo  candid,  polite^  and  ingenious  a 
Nobleman,  which  your  Lordfhip  took  in  yours,  to  fo 
grave,  religious,  and  refpedable  a  clergyman  "* :  As 
you  anfwered  his  Latin  in  Englijh,  permit  me  to  an- 
fwer your  Verfe  in  Profe.  And  though  your  Lord- 
fllip's  reafons  for  not  writing  in  Latin,  might  be 
flronger  than  mine  for  not  writing  in  Verfe,  yet  1 
may  plead  Two  good  ones,  for  this  conduct : — the  one 
that  I  want  the  talent  of  fpinning  a  tboujand  lines  in 
a  Day  %  (which,  I  think,  is  as  much  Time  as  this  fub- 
jed  deferves,)  and  the  other,  that  I  take  your  Lord- 
fliip's  Verfe  to  be  as  much  Profe  as  this  letter.  But 
no  doubt  it  was  your  choice,  in  writing  to  a  friend, 
to  renounce  all  the  pomp  of  Poetry,  and  give  us  this 
excellent  model  of  the  familiar. 

When  I  confider  the  great  difference  betwixt  the 
rank  your  Lordfliip  holds  in  the  World,  and  the  rank 
which  your  writings  are  like  to  hold  in  the  leariied 
world,    I  prefume   that   diftindlion   of    flyle   is  but 

neceffary, 

*  Dr,  S. 

*  And  Pope,  with  juftice,  of  fuch  lines  may  fay, 

His  Lordfhip  fpins  a  thoufand  in  a  day.  Epift.  p.  6. 
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neceflkry,  which  you  will  fee  obferved  through  this 
letter.  When  I  fpeak  of  you-^  my  Lord,  it  will  be 
with  all  the  deference  due  to  the  inequality  which 
Fortune  has  made  between  you  and  myfelf:  but 
when  I  fpeak  of  your  writings^  my  Lord,  I  mufl,  I 
can  do  nothing  but  trifle. 

I  fhould  be  obliged  indeed  to  lelTen  this  Refped,  if 
all  the  Nobility  (and  efpecially  the  elder  brothers) 
are  but  fo  many  hereditary  fools  ^,  if  the  privilege  of 
Lords  be  to  want  brains  ^,  if  noblemen  can  hardly 
write  or  read  ^,  if  all  their  bufmefs.  is  but  to  drefs  and 
vote',  and  all  their  employment  in  court,  to  tell  lies, 
flatter  in  public,  flander  in  private,  be  falfe  to  each 
other,  and  follow  nothing  but  felf-interefl  \  Blefs 
me,  my  Lord,  what  an  account  is  this  you  give  of 
them  ?  and  what  would  have  been  faid  of  me,  had  I 
immolated,  in  this  manner,  the  whole  body  of  the 
Nobility,  at  the  flail  of  a  well-fed  Prebendary  ? 

Were  it  the  mere-  Excefs  of  your  Lordlhip's  PF/V, 
that  carried  you  thus  triumphantly  over  all  the  bounds 

of 

*  That  to  good  blood  by  old  prefcriptive  rules, 
-     Gives  right  hereditary  to  be  Fools. 

^  Nor  wonder  that  my  Brain  no  more  affords, 

But  recollect  the  privilege  of  Lords. 
^  And  when  you  fee  me  fairly  write  my  name  } 

For  England's  fake  wifh  all  could  do  the  fame. 

*  Whilft  all  our  bufmefs  is  to  drefs  and  vote.  Epift.  p.  6- 

*  Courts  are  only  larger  families, 

The  growth  of  each,  few  truths,  and  many  lies  : 

in  private  fatyrize,  in  pubhc  flatter. 
Few  to  each  other,  all  to  one  point  true  ; 
Which  one  1  fliati't,  nor  need  explain.     Adieu.  P.  ult. 
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of  decency,  I  might  confider  your  Lordfhip  on  your 
Pegafus^  as  a  fprightly  hunter  on  a  mettled  horfe ; 
and  while  you  were  trampling  down  all  our  works, 
patiently  fuflfer  the  injury,  in  pure  admiration  of  the 
Noble  Sport.  But  fhould  the  cafe  be  quite  otherwife, 
fhould  your  Lordfhip  be  only  like  a  Boy  that  is  run 
away  with  ;  and  run  away  with  by  a  Very  Foal ;  really 
common  charity,  as  well  as  refped  for  a  noble  family, 
would  oblige  me  to  flop  your  career,  and  to  help  you 
down  from  this  Pegafus* 

Surely  the  little  praife  of  a  Writer  fhould  be  a  thing 
below  your  ambition  :  You,  who  were  no  fooner  bom, 
but  in  the  lap  of  the  Graces ;  no  fooner  at  fchool,  but 
in  the  arms  of  the  Mufes ;  no  fooner  in  the  World, 
but  you  pra6lifed  all  the  fkill  of  it ;  no  fooner  in  the 
Court,  but  you  pofTeffed  all  the  art  of  it !  Unrivard 
as  you  are,  in  making  a  figure,  and  in  making  a 
fpeech,  methinks,  my  Lord,  you  may  well  give  up 
the  poor  talent  of  turning  a  Dillich.  i\nd  why  this 
fondnefs  for  Poetry  ?  Profe  admits  of  the  two  ex- 
cellencies you  mofl  admire,  Didion  and  Fiftion :  It 
admits  of  the  talents  you  chiefly  poffefs,  a  moft  fertile 
invention,  and  mofl  florid  expreffion ;  it  is  with  profe, 
nay  the  plainefl  profe,  that  you  befl  could  teach  our 
nobility  to  vote,  which  you  juflly  obferve,  is  half  at. 
leafl  of  their  bufmefs ' :  And  give  me  leave  to  prot 
phefy,  it  is  to  your  talent  in  profe,  and  not  in  verfe, 

to 

'  All  their  bus'nefs  is,  to  drefs,  and  vote. 
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to  your  fpeaking,  not  your  writing,  to  your  art  at 
court,  not  your  art  of  poetry,  that  your  Lordfhip 
muft  owe  your  future  figure  in  the  world. 

My  Lord,  whatever  you  Imagine,  this  is  the  advice 
of  a  Friend,  and  one  who  remembers  he  formerly  had 
the  honour  of  fome  profeflion  of  Friendfliip  from  you  : 
Whatever  was  his  real  Jhare  in  it,  whether  fmall  or 
great,  yet  as  your  Lordfhip  could  never  have  had  the 
leafl  Lofs  by  continuing  it,  or  the  leafl  Intereji  by 
.  withdrawing  it ;  the  misfortune  of  lofmg  it,  I  fear^ 
muft  have  been  owing  to  his  own  deficiency  or  negled.. 
But  as  to  any  aBiial  fault  which  deferved  to  forfeit  it 
in  fuch  a  degree,  he  protefts  he  is  to  this  day  guiltlefs 
and  ignorant.  It  could  at  moft  be  but  a  fault  of 
omijfion  ;  but  indeed  by  omifTions,  men  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  uncommon  merit  may  fometimes  think  them- 
felves  fo  injured,  as  to  be  capable  of  an  inclination  to 
injure  another  ;  who,  though  very  much  below  their 
quality,  may  be  above  the  injury. 

I  never  heard  of  the  leafl  difpleafure  you  had  con- 
ceived againft  me,  till  I  was  told  that  an  imitation  1 
had  made  of  *"  Horace  had  offended  fome  perfons,  and 
among  them  your  Lordfhip.  I  could  not  have  ap- 
prehended that  a  few  general  Jlrokes  about  a  Lord 
fcrihhling  carelefsly,  a  Pimp,  or  a  Spy  at  Court,  a 
Sharper  in  a  gilded  chariot,  Esfc.  that  thefe,  I  fay, 
fhould  be  ever  applied    as  they  have  been,    by  any 

malice 

*■  The  fjrfl  Satire  of  the  fecond'Book,  printed  in  1732. 
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fnalice  but  that  which  Is  the  greateft  in  the  world,  the 
Malice  of  III  people  to  themf elves. 

Your  Lord  (hip  fo  well  knows,  (and  the  whole 
Court  and  Town  through  your  means  fo  well  know,) 
how  far  the  refentment  was  carried  upon  that  imagin- 
ation, not  only  in  the  Nature  of  the  Libel"  you  pro- 
pagated again  ft  me,  but  in  the  extraordinary  manner ^ 
place,  and  prefcnce,  in  which  it  was  propagated  ^ ;  that 
I  fhall  only  fay,  it  feemed  to  me  to  exceed  the  bounds 
of  juftice,  common  fenfe,  and  decency. 

I  wonder  yet  more,  how  a  Lady^  of  great  wit, 
beauty,  and  fame  for  her  poetry,  (between  whom 
and  your  Lordfhip  there  is  a  natural,  a.  juji,  and  a 
well-grounded  ejieem,^  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
a  part  in  that  proceeding.  Your  refentments  againft 
me  indeed  might  be  equal,  as  my  offence  to  you 
both  was  the  fame ;  for  neither  had  I  the  leaft  mif- 
underftanding  with  that  Lady,  till  after  I  was  the 
Author  of  my  own  misfortune  in  difcontinuing  her 
acquaintance.  I  may  venture  to  own  a  truth,  which 
cannot  be  unpleafing  to  either  of  you ;  I  affure  you 
my  reafon  for  fo  doing,  was  merely  that  you  had  both 
Joo  much  wit  for  me  "^  j  and  that  I  could  not  do  with 

mine, 

"  Verfes  to  the  Imitatvr  of  Horace,  afterwards  printed  by  J.Roberts, 
1732.  fol. 

■*  It  was  for  this  reafon  that  this  Letter,  as  foon  as  it  was  printed, 
was  communicated  to  the  Queen. 

'  Once,  and  but  once,  his  heedlefs  youth  was  hit, 
And  Hlc'd  that  dang'rous  tiling — a  female  Wit. 

See  the  Ltlter  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  amongjl  the  Vanat'iorUs 

VOL.  Ill,  D  D 
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inine,  many  things  which  you  could  with  yours*  The 
injury  done  you  in  withdrawing  myfelf  could  be  but 
fmall,  if  the  value  you  had  for  me  was  na  greater 
than  you  have  been  pleafed  fince  to  profefs.  But 
furely,  my  Lord,  one  may  fay,  neither  the  Revenge, 
nor  the  Language  you  held,  bOre  any  proportion  to 
the  pretended  offence  :  The  appellations  of  ^  Foe  to 
humankind,  an  Etiemy  like  the  Bevil  to  all  that  have 
Being;  ungrateful,  unjuji,  deferving  to  be  ivhipt, 
blanketed,  kicked,  nay  killed:  a  Monjier,  an  AJfaJJin, 
whofe  converfation  every  man  ought  to  Jhun,  and 
againft  whom  all  doors  fliould  be  fhut ;  I  befeech  you 
my  Lord,  had  you  the  leall  right  to  give,  or  to  en- 
courage or  juflify  any  other  in  giving  fuch  language 
as  this  to  me  ?  Could  I  be  treated  in  terms  more 
ftrong  or  more  atrocious,  if  during  my  acquaint- 
ance with  you  I  had  been  a  Betrayer,  a  Backbiter,  a 
Whifperer,  an  Eves-dropper,  or  an  Informer  ?  Did  I 
in  all  that  time  ever  throw  a  falfe  Dye,  or  palm  a 
foul  Card  upon  you  ?  Did  I  ever  borroiv,  Jieal,  or  ac- 
cept, either  Money,  Wit,  or  Advice  from  you  ?  Had 
I  ever  the  honour  to  join  with  either  of  you  in  one 
Ballad,  Satire,  Pamphlet,  or  Epigram,  on  any  perfon 
living  or  dead  F  Did  I  ever  do  you  fo  great  an  Injury 
as  to  put  off  ?ny  owm  verfes  for  yours,  efpecially  on 
thofe  Perfons  whom  they  might  moji  offend?  1  am 
confident  you  cannot  anfwer  in  the  affirmative ;  and 
I  can  truly  affirm,  that  ever  fmce  I  loft  the  happinefs 

of 

^  See  the  aforcfaid  Vcrfa  to  the  hnhaior  of  Horace* 
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of  your  converfatlon,  I  Jiave  not  publiflied  or  written 
bne  fyllable  of  or  to  either  of  you ;  never  hitched 
your  names  in  a  Verfe,  or  trifled  with  your  good  names 
in  company.      Can  I  be   honeftly  charged  with  any 
other  crime  but  an  Omijfion  (for  the  word  Negle&y 
which  I  ufed  before,  flipped  my  pen  unguardedly)  to 
continue  my  admiration  of  you  all  my  life,  and  ftill  to 
Contemplate,  face  to  face,  your  many  excellencies  and 
perfections  ?     I  am  perfuaded  you  can  reproach  me 
truly  with  no  great  Faults,  except  my  natural  onesy 
which  I  am  as  ready  to  own,  as  to  do  all  juflice  to  the 
contrary  Beauties  in  you.     It  is  true,  my  Lord,  I  am 
fhort,  not  well  fhaped,   generally  ill-drefled,   if  not 
fometimes  dirty  :   Your  Lordfliip  and  Ladyfliip  are 
ftill  in  bloom ;  your  Figures  fuch,  as  rival  the  Apollo 
of  Belvedere,  and  the  Venus  of  Medicis ;  and  your 
faces  fo  finiftied,  that  neither  ficknefs  or  paflion  can 
deprive  them  of  Colour;  I  will  allow  your  own  in 
particular  to  be  the  fineft  that  ever  Mati  was  blefl 
with  :  preferve  it,  my  Lord,  and  refleft,  that  to  be  a 
Critic j  would  cod  it  too  mzny  frowns,  and  to  be  a 
Statefman,  too  many  wrinkles  !     I  further  confefs,  I 
am  now  fomewhat  old  ;  but  fo  your  Lordfliip  and  this 
excellent  Lady,   with  all  your  beauty,  will  (I  hope) 
one  day  be.     I  know  your  Genius  and  hers  fo  per- 
fectly tally,  that  you  cannot  but  join  in  admiring  each 
other,  and  by  confequence  in  the  contempt  of  all  fuch 
as  myfelf.      You   have  both,  in   my  regard,  been 

i)  D  2  like 
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like — (your  Lordfliip,  I  know,  loves  a  Simile^  and  It 
will  be  one  fuitable  to  your  ^lalityj — you  have  been 
like  Two  Princes^  and  1  like  a  poor  Animal  hcrificed 
between  them  to  cement  a  la  fling  league :  I  hope  I 
have  not  bled  in  vain ;  but  that  fuch  an  amity  may 
endure  for  ever !  For  though  it  be  what  common  un- 
der/landings would  hardly  conceive.  Two  Wits  how- 
ever may  be  perfuaded  that  it  is  in  friendship  as  in 
enmity,  The  more  danger  the  more  honour. 

Give  me  the  liberty,  my  Lord,  to  tell  you,  why  I 
never  replied  to  thofe  Verfes  on  the  hnitator  of  Horace  ? 
They  regarded  nothing  but  my  Figure,  which  1  fet  no 
value  upon  j  and  my  Morals,  which,  I  knew,  needed 
no  defence :  Any  honeft  man  has  the  pleafure  to  be 
confcious,  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  Wittiefiy 
nay  the  Greateji  Perfon  in  the  kingdom,  to  leffen  him 
that  way,  but  at  the  expence  of  his  own  Truth,  Ha- 
nour,  or  yujiice. 

But  though  I  declined  to  explain  myfelf  jufl:  at  the 
time  when  I  was  fillily  threatened,  I  fliall  now  give 
your  Lordfhip  a  frank  account  of  the  offence  you 
imagined  to  be  meant  to  you.  Fanny  (my  Lord)  is 
the  plain  Englifh  of  Fannius,  a  real  perfon,  who  was 
a  foolifli  Critic,  and  an  enemy  of  Horace  :  perhaps  a 
^oble  one,  fo  (if  your  Latin  be  gone  in  earneft ')  I 

muft 


'  All  I  Icarn'd  from  Dr.  Freind  at  fchool. 
Has  quite  deferted  this  poor  John  Trot-head, 
And  left  plain  native  Englifh  in  its  Head.  Epift.  p.  2» 
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niuft  acquaint  you,  the  word  Beatus  may  be  con- 

ftrued ; 

Beatus  Fannius  !  ultro 
Delatis  eaffts  et  imagine. 

This  Fannius  was,  it  feems,  extremely  fond  both  of 
his  Poetry  and  his  Per/on,  which  appears  by  the  pic- 
tures and  Statues  he  caufed  to  be  made  of  himfelf, 
and  by  his  great  diligence  to  propagate  bad  Verfes  at 
Courts  and  get  them  admitted  into  the  library  of  Au" 
gujius.  He  was  moreover  of  a  delicate  or  effeminate 
complexion^  and  conftant  at  the  Affemblies  and  Operas 
of  thofe  days,  where  he  took  it  into  his  head  tojlan-' 

der  poQr  Horace  ; 

Itieptiis 
Fannius,  Hermogenis  laedat  conviva  Tigel/i\ 
till  it  provoked  him  at  lafl:  jufl  to  name  him,  give  him 
a  lajh,  and  fend  him  whimpering  to  the  Ladies. 

Difcipularum  inter  jubeo plorare  cathedras. 
So  much  for  Fanny,  my  Lord.  The  word  fpins  (as 
Dr.  Freind  or  even  Dr.  Sherwin  could  affure  you) 
was  the  literal  tranflation  of  deduci ;  a  metaphor  taken 
from  a  Silk-worm,  my  Lord,  to  fignify  any  Jligbt, 
filken,  or  (as  your  Lordfhip  and  the  Ladies  call  it) 
^flimfy  piece  of  work.  I  prefume  your  Lordfliip  has 
enough  of  this,  to  convince  you  there  was  nothing 
perfonal  but  to  that  Fannius,  who  (with  all  his  fine 
accomplifliments)  had  never  been  heard  of,  but  for 
that  Horace  he  injured. 

In 

'  Weak  texture  of  his  flimfy  brain, 
DD3 
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In  regard  to  the  right  honourable  Lady,  your 
Lordfhip*s  friend,  I  was  far  from  defigning  a  perfon 
of  her  condition  by  a  name  fo  derogatory  to  her  '^,  as 
that  of  Sappho  ;  a  name  proftituted  to  every  infamous 
Creature  that  ever  wrote  Verfe  or  Novels.  I  proteft 
I  never  applied  that  name  to  her  in  any  verfe  of  mine, 
public  or  private ;  (and  I  firmly  believe)  not  in  any 
Letter  or   Converfation.     Whoever   could   invent   a 

Falfehood 

"  Pope  avers  that  he  was  far  from  defigning  a  Lady  of  Lady- 
Mary's  condition  by  a  name  fo  derogatory  to  her  as  Sappho  ;  yet 
that  very  Sappho  is  faid  to  "  wear  diamonds  * ;"  and  he  talks  of 
meaning  many  Sappho's,  yet  in  the  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot  he 
has 

«  Still  Sappho '' 

and 

**  Why  (he  and  Sappho  rnfe  that  monftrous  fum.'' 
By  which  quotation,  and  feveral  others,  the  unity  is   decided. 
It  therefore  remains  to  afcertain  the  perfon  whom  he  intended  to 
fatirize  ;  and  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  feleft  many  paflages  in 
which  Lady  Mary  is  mentioned  by  name. 

Pope  fays,  he  himfelf  difcontinued  her  acquaintance,  becaufe 
*'^(f  had  too  much  ivit  for  hitn."     The  explanatory  note  to  which 
words,  in  Warburton's  edition,  confifts  of  the  following  couplet : 
*'  Once,  and  but  once,  his  hcedlefs  youth  was  bitt  - 
And  lik'd  that  dang'rous  thing,  a  female  wit." 
Popc*g  avowed  reafon  for  difcontinuing  La^y  Mary's  acquaint- 
ance was,  therefore,  that  flie  had  outwitted  him ;  and  the  truthf 
by  the  correfted  lines, 

"  Yet  foft  by  Nature,  more  a  dupe  than  wit, 
Sappho  can  tell  you  how  this  man  was  bit;" 
is  iiioft.  fairly  proved  :  for  if  he  ivere  outwitted  by  di  female  wit,  and 
by  Sappho,  and  yet  outwitted  but  once,  Sappho  and   Lady  M^ 
muft.  of  courfe  be  the  fame  identical  perfon. 

Dallaway's  Memoirs  of  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu. 


*  See    argument  Anther   puifued   in    the    Gentleman's   Migazinc,    1791, 
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Falfehood  to  fupport  an  accufation,  I  pity  ;  and  who- 
ever can  believe  fuch  a  Charafter  to  be  theirs,  I  pity 
flill  more.  God  forbid  the  Court  or  Town  fhould 
have  the  complaifance  to  join  m  that  opinion !  Cer- 
tainly I  meant  it  only  of  fuch  modem  Sappho*s,  as 
imitate  much  more  the  Lewdnefs  than  the  Genius  of 
the  ancient  one ;  and  upon  whom  their  wretched 
brethren  frequently  beftow  both  the  Na?ne  and  the 
Salification  there  mentioned ''. 

There  was  another  reafon  why  I  was  filent  as  to 
that  paper — I  took  it  for  a  Lady\  (on  the  printer's 
word  in  the  title-page,)  and  thought  it  too  prefuming, 
as  well  as  indecent,  to  contend  with  one  of  that  ^ex 
in  altercation  :  For  I  never  was  fo  mean  a  creature  as 
to  commit  my  Anger  againfl  a  Lady  to  paper,  though 
but  in  a  private  Letter.  But  foon  after,  her  denial 
of  it  was  brought  to  me  by  a  Noble  perfon  of  real 
Honour  and  Truth.  Your  Lordfhip  indeed  faid  you 
had  it  from  a  Lady,  and  the  Lady  faid  it  was  your 
Lordfliip's ;  fome  thought  the  beautiful  by-blow  had 
Two  Fathers,  or  (if  one  of  them  will  hardly  be  allow- 
ed a  man)  Two  Mothers  ;  indeed  1  think  both  Sexes 
had  a  fhare  in  it,  but  which  was  uppcrmojl,  I  know 
not :  I  pretend  not  to  determine  the  exaft  method  of 
this  Witty  Fornication  :  and  if  I  call  it  7^ours,  my  Lord 

it 

*  From  furious  Sappho  fcarce  a  milckr  fate, 
Pox'd  by  her  love,  or  hbcU'd  by  her  hate. 

I  Sr.t.  B.  ii.  HoR. 

D  D  4 


4o8  A  LETTER  TO 

it  is  only  becaufe,  whoever  got  it,  you  brought  it 
forth. 

Here,  my  Lord,  allow  me  to  obferve,  the  different 
proceeding  of  the  Igjiobk  Poet^  and  his  Noble  Ene?nies. 
What  he  has  written  of  Fa?my'',  Adonis,  Sappho,  or 
who  you  will,  he  owned  he  publiflied,  he  fet  his  name 
to :  What  they  have  publijhed  of  him,  they  have 
denied  to  have  written  ;  and  what  they  have  -written 
of  him,  they  have  denied  to  have  publijhed.     One  of 

thefe 

"  All  the  topics  of  contempt,  ridicule,  and  fatite  that  are  ufed 
in  this  letter  againfl.  Lord  Hervey,  had  been  ufed  before,  1731, 
by  the  Author  of  a  Reply  to  a  late  Scurrilous  Libel ;  particularly 
the  topics  of  the  delicacy  of  his  manners,  and  the  foppery  of  his 
drefs,  and  the  effeminacy  of  his  perfon.  He  is  there  faid  "  to  be 
fuch  a  compofition  of  the  two  lexes,  that  it  is  difficult  to  dillin^ 
gui(h  which  is  mod  predominant."  My  friend  liorace  hath 
defcribed  him  much  better  than  I  can  : 

"  Quem  fi  puellarum  infereres  choro, 
Mire  fagaces  falleret  hofpites 
Difcrimen  obfcuruin,  folutis 
Crinibus,  ambiguoque  vultii." 

And  it  is  added,  "  Though  it  would  be  barbarous  to  handle 
fuch  a  delicate  hermaphrodite,  fuch  a  pretty  little  mafter-niifs, 
too  roughly,  yet  you  muft  give  me  leave,  my  dear,  to  give  you 
a  little  gentle  corretlion  for  your  good."     Page  6. 

Lord  Hervey  left  behind  him  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times,  faid 
to  be  full  of  curious  matter,  and  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  one 
day  be  publifhed  ;  Mr.  Hans  Stanley  told  me  he  had  read  them. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Letters  of  Voltaire,  page  305, 
is  a  very  long  and  curious  letter  to  Lord  Hervey,  full  of  high 
encomiums  on  this  Peer,  and  Itill  higher  of  Louis  XIV.  and  his 
reign.  From  whence  it  appears  that  Lord  Hervey  had  made 
fome  objeftions  to  this  work  of  Voltaire  ;  and  particularly  for 
his  intithng  it,  The  Age  of  Louis  XIV. 

Jn  a  celebrated  pamphlet,  intitled  The  Court  Secret,  w'ritten 
on  occafion  of  the  death  of  Lord  Scarborough,  Lord  Hervey  was 
very  fevcrely  fatirized  under  the  name  of  Ibrahim.     8vo.    1791. 

Warton. 


A  NOBLE  LORD.  409 

thefe  was  the  cafe  in  the  paft  Libel,  and  the  other  in 
the  prefent.  For  though  the  parent  has  owned  it  to 
a  few  choice  friends,  it  is  fuch  as  he  has  been  obliged 
to  deny  in  the  mod  particular  terms,  to  the  great 
perfon  whofe  opinion  concerned  him  moji.  Yet,  my 
Lord,  this  Epiftle  was  a  piece  not  written  in  hajle^ 
or  in  a  paffion^  but  many  months  after  all  pretended 
provocations ;  wh^n  you  was  2X  full  leijure  at  Hamp- 
ton-court, and  I  the  objeft  fingled,  like  a  Deer  oirt 
of  Seafon,  for  fo  ill-timed  and  ill-placed  a  diverfion. 
It  was  a  deliberate  work,  directed  to  a  Reverend  Per- 
fon  y,  of  the  mofl  ferious  and  facred  charafter,  with 
whom  you  are  known  to  cultivate  a  flrid  correfpond- 
ence^  and  to  whom  it  will  not  be  doubted  but  you 
open  your  fecret  Sentiments,  and  deliver  your  real 
judgment  of  men  and  things.  This,  I  fay,  my  Lord, 
with  fubmiflion,  could  not  but  awaken  all  my  i^^- 
fleSlion  and  Attention,  Your  Lordfhip's  opinion  of 
me  as  a  Poet,  1  cannot  help  ;  it  is  yours,  my  Lord, 
and  that  were  enough  to  mortify  a  poor  man  ;  but  it 
is  not  yours  alone,  you  muft  be  content  to  Ihare  it 
with  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Dunciad,  and  (it  may  be) 
with  many  more  injiocent  and  ingenious  men.  If  your 
Lordfhip  deftroys  my  poetical  charafter,  they  will 
claim  their  part  in  the  glory  :  but,  give  me  leave  to 
lay,  if  my  moral  character  be  ruined,  it  muft  be 
wholly  the  work  of  your  Lordfhip  ;  and  will  be  hard 
«»ven  for  you  to  do,  unlefs  I  myfelf  co-operate* 

How 

*  Dr.  Shcrwin, 
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How  can  you  talk  (my  mod  worthy  Lord)  of  all 
Papers  Works  as  fo  many  Libels^  affirm,  that  he  has 
no  invention  but  in  Defamation  %  and  charge  him  with 
felling  another  man^s  labours  printed  with  his  own  name° ; 
Fye,  my  Lord,  you  forget  yourfelf.  He  printed  not 
his  name  before  a  line  of  the  perfon's  you  mention ; 
that  perfon  himfelf  has  told  you  and  all  the  world  in 
the  book  itfelf,  what  part  he  had  in  it,  as  may  be 
feen  at  the  conclufion  of  his  notes  to  the  Odyfley.  I 
can  only  fuppofe  your  Lordfhip  (not  having  at  that 
time  forgot  your  Greek)  defpifed  to  look  upon  the 
Tranflation  ;  and  ever  fmce  entertained  too  mean  an 
opinion  of  the  Tranflator  to  caft  an  eye  upon  it.  Ber 
fides,  my  Lord,  when  you  faid  ho.  fold  another  man's 
works,  you  ought  in  juftice  to  have  added  that  he 
bought  them,  which  very  much  alters  the  Cafe,  What 
he  gave  him  was  five  hundred  pounds  :  his  receipt 
can  be  produced  to  your  Lordfliip.  I  dare  not  af- 
firm that  he  was  as  well  paid  as  fome  Writers  (much 
his  inferiors)  have  been  fince  ;  but  your  Lordfhip  will 
refled  that  I  am  no  man  of  quality,  either  to  buy  or  fell 
fcribling  fo  high  :  and  that  I  have  neither  Place^  Penfion, 
nor  Power  to  reward  for  Secret  Services.  It  cannot 
be,  that  one  of  your  rank  can  have  the  lead  Envy  to 
fuch  an  author  as  I :  but  were  that  pojfible,  it  were 
much  better  gratified  by  employing  not  your  own,  but 
fome  of  thofe  low  and  ignoble  pens  to  do  you  this  meaji 

office. 

*  To  his  eternal  fliame 

Prov'd  he  can  ne'er  invent  but  to  defame. 
"  And  fold  Broom's  labouro  printed  with  Pope's  name.    P.  " . 
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office.  I  dare  engage  you  will  have  them  for  lefs  than 
I  gave  Mr.  Broom,  if  your  friends  have  not  raifed  the 
market:  Let  them  drive  the  bargain  for  you,  my 
Lord  ;  and  you  may  depend  on  feeing,  every  day  in 
the  week,  as  many  (and  now  and  then  as  pretty) 
Verfes,  as  thefe  of  your  Lordfliip. 

And  would  it  not  be  full  as  well,  that  my  poor 
perfon  fliould  be  abufed  by  them,  as  by  one  of  your 
rank  and  quality  ?  Cannot  Curl  do  the  fame  ?  nay 
has  he  not  done  it  before  your  Lordfhip,  in  the  fame 
kind  of  Language^  and  almoft  \hefame  words  ?  I  can- 
not but  think  the  worthy  and  difcreet  clergyman  him- 
felf  will  agree,  it  is  improper,  nay  unchrijiian,  to  ex- 
pofe  the  perfotial  defefts  of  our  brother :  that  both 
fuch  perfed  forms  as  yours,  and  fuch  unfortunate 
ones  as  mine,  proceed  from  the  hand  of  the  fame 
Maker ;  who  fajhioneth  his  Vejfels  as  he  pleafeth,  and 
that  it  is  not  from  ihdrfiape  we  can  tell  whether  they 
are  made  for  honour  or  dijhonour*  In  .a  word,  he 
would  teach  you  Charity  to  your  greatefl  enemies  ; 
of  which  number,  my  Lord,  I  cannot  be  reckoned, 
fmce,  though  a  Poet,  I  was  never  your  flatterer. 

Next,  my  Lord,  as  to  the  Obfcurity  of  "jny  Birth, 
(a  refledion  copy'd  alfo  from  Mr.  Curl  and  his 
brethren,)  I  am  forry  to  be  obliged  to  fuch  a  pre- 
fumption  as  to  name  my  Family  in  the  fame  leaf  with 
your  Lordfhip's  :  but  my  Father  had  the  honour  in 
one  inftance  to  refemble  you,  for  he  was  a  younger 

Brother* 

*  Hard  as  thy  Heart,  and  as  thy  Birth  obfcure. 
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Brother.  He  did  not  indeed  think  it  a  happinefs  to 
bury  his  elder  Brother,  though  he  had  one  who 
wanted  fome  of  thofe  good  qualities  which  yours  pof- 
feffed.  How  fincerely  glad  could  I  be,  to  pay  to  that 
young  Nobleman's  memory  the  debt  I  owed  to  his 
friendflbip,  whofe  early  death  deprived  your  family  of 
as  much  Wit  and  Honour  as  he  left  behind  him  in  any 
branch  of  it.  But  as  to  my  Father,  I  could  affure  you, 
my  Lord,  that  he  was  no  mechanic,  (neither  a  hatter, 
nor,  which  might  pleafe  your  Lordfliip  yet  better,  a 
Cobler,)  but,  in  truth,  of  a  very  tolerable  family  :  And 
my  Mother  of  an  ancient  one,  as  well  born  and  edu- 
cated as  that ''L^dy,  whom  your  Lordfliip  made  choice 
of  to  be  the  Mother  of  your  own  Children  ;  whofe 
merit,  beauty,  and  vivacity  (if  tranfmitted  to  your 
pofterlty)  will  be  a  better  prefent  than  even  the  noble 
blood  they  derive  only  from  you,  A  mother,  on  whom 
I  was  never  obliged  fo  far  to  refled,  as  to  fay,  fhe 
fpoiled  me ''.  And  a  Father,  who  never  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  fay  of  me  that  he  difapproved  my  condu£t» 
In  a  word,  my  Lord,  I  think  it  enough  that  my  pa- 
tents, fuch  as  they  were,  never  coft  me  a  Blujh  ; 
and  that  their  Son,  fuch  as  he  is,  never  cofl  them 
a  Tear. 

I  have  purpofely  omitted  to  confider  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Criticifms  on  my  Poetry.     As  they  are  exadly 

the 

*  Pope's  former   acquaintance,    Mary    Le    Pell,    now    Lady 
Hcrvey.     See  Note  at  the  end. 

^  A  noble  Father's  heir  fpoil'd  by  his  mother. 

H'ts  Lord/hip* s  account  of  himfelf  ^  p.  7. 
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the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  forementioned  Authors^  I 
apprehend  they  would  juftly  charge  me  with  partiality, 
if  I  gave  to  you  what  belongs  to  them  ;  or  paid  more 
diftinOiion  to  the  fame  things  when  they  are  in  your 
mouth,  than  when  they  were  in  theirs.  It  will  be 
fhewing  both  them  and  you  (my  Lord)  a  more  parti- 
cular refpeB^  to  obferve  how  much  they  are  honoured 
by  your  Imitation  of  them^  which  indeed  is  carried 
through  your  whole  Epiille.  1  have  read  fomewhere 
at  School^  (though  I  make  it  no  Vanity  to  have  forgot 
where,)  that  TuUy  naturalized  a  few  phrafes  at  the 
inftance  of  fome  of  his  friends.  Your  Lordfhip  has 
done  more  in  honour  of  thefe  Gentlemen  ;  you  have 
authorized  not  only  their  AJfertions^  but  their  Style. 
For  example,  A  Flow  that  wants  fkill  to  rejlrain  its 
ardour, — A  Didionary  that  gives  us  nothing  at  its  own 
expence. — As  lu'xuriafit  bra?iches  bear  but  little  fruity 
Jo  Wit  unprurCd  is  but  raw  fruit — While  you  rehearfe 
ignorance,  you  Jiill  know  enough  to  do  it  in  Verfe — 
Wits  are  but  glittering  ignorance. — The  account  of  ho^ 
we  pafs  our  ti?ne — and  The  Weight  on  Sir  R.  W — 's 
brain,  Tou  can  ever  receive  from  no  head  more  than 
fuch  a  head  (as  no  head)  has  to  give :  Your  Lord- 
fhip would  have  faid,  never  receive  inftead  of  ever^ 
and  any  head  inftead  of  no  head :  but  all  this  is  per- 
feftly  new,  and  has  greatly  enriched  our  language. 

You  are  merry,  my  Lord,  when  you  fay,  Latin 
and  Greek 

Have  quite  deferted  your  poor  John  Trot-heady 
And  left  plain  native  Englifh  in  their  ftead  ; 

for 
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for  (to  do  you  juftice)  this  is  nothing  lefs  than  plaifi 
Englijh.  And  as  for  your  John  Trot-head,  I  can't 
conceive  why  you  fhould  give  it  that  name  ;  for  by 
fome''  papers  I  have  feen  fign'd  with  that  name,  it  is 
certainly  a  head  very  different  from  your  Lord* 
fhip's. 

Your  Lordfhip  feems  determined  to  fall  out  with 
every  thing  you  have  learned  at  fchool :  you  com- 
plain next  of  a  dull  Didlionary^ 

That  gives  us  nothing  at  his  own  expence. 
But  a  few  modern  words  for  ancient  Senfe. 

Your  Lordfhip  is  the  firft  man  that  ever  carried  the 
love  of  Wit  fo  far,  as  to  exped  a  witty  Diclionary, 
A  Didionary  that  gives  us  any  thing  but  words,  mufl 
not  only  be  an  expenfive  but  a  veiy  extravagant  Die* 
tionary  ^  But  what  does  your  Lordfhip  mean  by  its 
giving  us  but  a  few  modern  words  for  ancient  Senfe  f 
If  by  Sefife  (as  1  fufpecl)  you  mean  words,  (a  mifiake 
not  unufual,)  I  mufl  do  the  Dictionary  the  juflice  to 
fay,  that  he  gives  us  jufi  as  7nany  modern  words  as 
ancient  ones.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  you  have  more  need 
to  complain  of  a  bad  Grammar  than  of  a  dull  Dic- 
tionary. 

Dodor 

•  See  fome  Treatifes  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Craftfman, 
about  that  time.  Warton, 

*  Pope  takes  this  opportunity  of  paying  a  compliment  to  his 
friend  Bolingbroke,  who  was  chiefly  concerned  in  the  Craftfman, 
a  periodical  publication,  whofe  pointed  (hafts  were  all  levelled 
againft  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  adminiftration. 
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•   Do6bor  Freindy  I  dare  anfwer  for  him,  never  taught 
you  to  talk 

of  Sapphic,  Lyric,  and  Iambic  Odes. 
Your  Lordfhip  might  as  well  bid  your  prefent  Tutor, 
your  Taylor,  make  you  a  Coat^  Suit  of  Cloaths,  and 
Breeches :  for  you  mud  have  forgot  your  Logic,  as 
well  as  Grammar,  not  to  know,,  that  Sapphic  and 
Iambic  are  both  included  in  Lyric ;  that  being  the 
Genus,  and  thofe  the  Species^ 

For  all  cannot  invent  who  can  tranjlate. 
No  more  than  thofe  who  clothe  us,  can  create. 
Here  your  Lordfhip  feems  in  labour  for  a  meaning. 
Is  it  that  you  would  have  Tranflations,  Originals  ? 
for  it  is  the  common  opinion,  that  the  bujinefs  of  a 
Tranflator  is  to  tranjlate,  and  not  to  invent ;  and  of  a 
Taylor  to  cloath,  and  not  to  create.  But  why  (hould 
you,  my  Lord,  of  all  mankind,  abufe  a  Taylor  ?  not 
to  fay  blafpheme  him  ;  if  he  can  (as  fome  think)  at 
kail  go  halves  with  God  Almighty  in  the  formation 
of  a  Beau.  Might  not  Dr.  Shenviji  rebuke  you  for 
this,  and  bid  you  Re?nember  your  Creator  in  the  days 
of  your  youth  ? 

From   a   Taylor,  your  Lordflilp   proceeds   (by   a 
beautiful  gradation)  to  a  Silknian. 
Thus  P—pe  wc  find 
The  gaudy  Hinchcliff  oi  a  beauteous  mind. 
Here  too  is  fome  ambiguity.     Does  your  Lordfliip 
ufe  Hinchcliff  as  a  proper  narne  ?  or  as  the  Ladies  fay 
a  Hinchclffov  a  Colmar,  for  a  5///'  or  a  Fan?  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  no  Critic  can  have  a  perfect  tafle 

of 
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of  your  Lordfhip's  works,  who  does  not  underftand 
both  your  Male  Phrafe  and  your  Female  Phrafe, 

Your  Lordfhip,  to  finifh  your  Climax,  advances 
up  to  a  Hatter ;  a  Mechanic,  whofe  Employment, 
you  inform  us,  is  not  (as  was  generally  imagined)  to 
cover  people's  heads,  but  to  drefs  their  brains '.  A 
mod  ufeful  Mechanic  indeed !  I  cannot  help  wifhing 
to  have  been  one,  for  fome  people's  fake. — But  this 
too  may  be  only  another  Lady  Phrafe  :  Your  Lord- 
fliip  and  the  Ladies  may  take  a  Head-drefs  for  a  Head, 
and  underftand,  that  to  adorn  the  Head  is  the  fame 
thing  as  to  drefs  the  Brains, 

Upon  the  whole,  I  may  thank  your  Lordfhip  for 
this  high  Panegyric :  For  if  I  have  but  dreffed  up 
Homer,  as  your  Taylor,  Silkman,  and  Hatter  have 
equipped  your  Lordfhip,  I  muft  be  owned  to  have 
dreffed  him  marvelloufly  indeed,  and  no  wonder  if  he 
is  admired  by  the  Ladies  K 

After  all,  my  Lord,  I  really  wifh  you  would  learn 
your   Gra?nmar.     What  if  you  put  yourfelf  awhile 

under  the  Tuition  of  your  Friend  W m  ?     May 

not  I  with  all  refpeQ:  fay  to  you,  what  was  faid  to 
another  Noble  Poet  by  Mr.  Cowley,  Pray,  Mr.  How- 
ard'',  if  you  did  read  your  Grammar,  what  harm 
would  it  do  you  ?  You  yourfelf  wifti  all  Lords  would 

learn 

*  For  this  Mechanic'*  like  the  Hatter's  pains. 
Are  but  for  drefllng  other  people's  brains. 

J  by  Girls  admir'd.    P.  6. 

^  The  Honourable  Mr.  Edward  Howard,  celebrated  for  his 
poetry. 
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learn  to  write ' ;  though  I  do  not  fee  of  what  ufe 
it  could  be,  if  their  whole  bufinefs  is  to  give  their 
Votes  " :  It  could  only  be  ferviceable  in  Jigning  their 
Protejis,  Yet  furely  this  fmall  portion  of  learning 
might  be  indulged  to  your  Lordfliip,  without  any 
Breach  of  that  Privilege '  you  fo  generoufly  aflert  to 
all  thofe  of  your  rank,  or  too  great  an  Infringement 
of  that  Right '^  which  you  claim  as  Hereditary,  and 
for  which,  no  doubt,  your  Noble  Father  will  thank 
you.  Surely,  my  Lord,  no  Man  was  ever  fo  bent 
upon  depreciating  himfelf ! 

All   your   Readers   have    obferved    the  following 
Lines : 

How  oft  we  hear  fome  Witling  pert  and  dull, 
By  faihion  Coxcomb,  and  by  nature  Fool, 
With  hackney  Maxims,  in  dogmatic  ilrain. 
Scoffing  Religion  and  the  Marriage  chain  ? 
Then  from  his  Common-place-book  he  repeats. 
The  Lawyers  all  are  rogues,  and  Parlbns  cheats, 
That  Vice  and  Virtue's  but  a  jeft, 
And  all  Morality  Deceit  well-dreft  j 
That  Life  itfelf  is  like  a  wrangling  game,  &c. 

The  whole  Town  and  Court  (my  good  Lord)  have 
heard  this  Witling ;   who   is   fo   much   evei-y   body's 

acquaintance 

'  And  when  you  fee  me  fairly  write  my  name, 

For  England's  fake  wirti  all  Lords  did  the  fame. 
'  — All  our  bus'nefs  is  to  drefs  and  vote.  P.  4. 
'  The  want  of  brains.  Ibid. 
»■  To  be  fools.  Ibid. 
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acquaintance  but  his  own,  that  I  will  engage  ihey 
all  name  the  fame  Per/on.     But  to  hear  you  fay,  that 

this   is    only of  ivh'ipt  Cream  a  frothy    Store,   is 

a  fufficient  proof,  that  never  mortal  was  endued  with 
fo  humble  an  opinion  both  of  himfelf  and  his  own 
Wit,  as  your  Lordfhip  :  For,  I  do  affure  you,  thefe 
are  by  much  the  beft  Verfes  in  your  whole  Poem. 

How  unhappy  is  it  for  me,  that  a  Perfon  of  your 
Lordfhip*s  Modefiy  and  Virtue,  who  manifefts  fo  ten- 
der a  regard  to  Religion,  Matrimony,  and  Morality ; 
who,  though  an  ornament  to  the  Court,  cultivate  an 
exemplary  Correfpondence  with  the  Clergy ;  nay, 
who  difdain  not  charitably  to  converfe  with,  and  even 
affift,  fome  of  the  very  worll  of  Writers  (fo  far  as 
to  caft  a  few  Conceits,  or  drop  a  few  Antithefes,  even 
among  the  Dear  Joys  of  the  CoiirantJ  ;  that  you,  I 
fay,  fhould  look  upon  Me  alone  as  reprobate  and 
unamendable !  Reflefl:  what  /  ivas,  and  what  /  am. 
1  am  even  annihilated  by  your  anger :  For  in  thefe 
Verfes  you  have  robbed  me  of  all  power  to  think ", 
and,  in  your  others,  of  the  very  tiame  of  a  Man  ! 
Nay,  to  fhew  that  this  is  wholly  your  own  doings 
you  have  told  us  that  before  I  wrote  my  laft  Epiftles, 
(that  is,  before  I  unluckily  mentioned  Fanny  and 
Adonis,  whom,  I  proteft,  I  knew  not  to  be  your 
Lord(hip*s  Relations,)  /  might  have  lived  and  died  in 
glory  °. 

What 

"  P — e,  who  ne'er  cou'd  think.   P.  7. 

"  In  glory  then  he  might  have  liv'd  and  Jy'd.         Ibid. 
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What  would  I  not  do  to  be  well  with  your  Lord- 
fiiip  ?  Though,  you  obferve,  I  am  a  mere  Imitator  of 
Homer,  Horace^  Boileau,  Garth,  &c.  (which  I  have 
the  lefs  caufe  to  be  afliamed  of,  fince  they  were 
Imitators  of  one  another Jy  yet  what  if  I  fliould  fo- 
lemnly  engage  never  to  imitate  your  Lordfliip  ?  May 
it  not  be  one  ftep  towards  an  accommodation,  that 
while  you  remark  my  Ig?2orance  in  Greek,  you  are  fo 
good  as  to  fay,  you  have  forgot  your  own  ?  What  if 
I  fhould  confefs  I  tranflated  from  WAcier?  That 
furely  could  not  but  oblige  your  Lord(hip,  who  are 
known  to  prefer  French  to  all  the  learned  Languages. 
But  allowing  that  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  years  ac- 
quaintance with  Hofuer,  I  might  unhappily  contract 
as  much  Greek  as  your  Lordfhip  did  in  Two  at  the 
Univerfity,  why  may  not  I  forget  it  again  as 
happily  ? 

Till  fuch  a  reconciliation  take  effed,  I  have  but 
one  thing  to  entreat  of  your  Lordlhip.  It  is,  that 
you  will  not  decide  of  my  Principles  on  the  fame 
grounds  as  you  have  done  of  my  Learning  :  Nor 
give  the  fame  account  of  my  Want  of  Grace,  after  you 
have  loft  all  acquaintance  with  my  Perfon,  as  you  do 
of  my  Want  of  Greek,  after  you  have  confefledly  loft 
all  acquaintance  with  the  Language.  You  are  too 
generous,  my  Lord,  to  follow  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Dunciad  quite  fo  far,  as  to  feek  my  utter  Perdition  ; 
as  Nero  once  did  LucaiC'S,,  merely  for  prefuming  to 
be  a  Poet,  while  one  of  fo  much  greater  quality  was  a 
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Writer.  I  therefore  make  this  humble  requeil  to 
your  Lordfhip,  that  the  next  time  you  pleafe  to  write 
of  me,  Jpeak  of  me,  or  cvenwhi/per^ofme^,  you  will 
recoiled  it  is  full  eight  Tears  fmce  I  had  the  honour 
of  any  converfation  or  correfpondence  with  your  Lord- 
fhip, except  y/£/?  half  an  hour  in  a  Lady*s  Lodgings  at 
Court,  and  then  I  had  the  happinefs  of  her  being 
prefent  all  the  time.  It  would  therefore  be  difficult 
even  for  your  Lordfhip*s  penetration  to  tell,  to  what, 
or  from  what  Principles,  Parties,  or  Sentiments,  Moral, 
Political,  or  Theological,  I  may  have  been  converted, 
or  perverted  in  all  that  time,  I  befeech  your  Lordr 
fliip  to  confider  the  injury  a  Man  of  your  high  Rank 
and  Credit  may  do  to  a  private  P  erf  on,  under  Penal 
haws  and  many  other  difad vantages,  not  for  want  of 
honejiy  or  confcience,  but  merely  perhaps  for  having 
too  weak  a  head,  or  too  tender  a  heart ''.  It  is  by 
thefe  alone  I  have  hitherto  lived  excluded  from  all 
pofls  of  Profit  or  Trufi :  As  I  can  interfere  with 
the  Views  of  no  man,  do  not  deny  me,  my  Lord, 
all  that  is  left,  a  little  Praife,  or  the  common  En- 
couragement due,  if  not  to  my  Genius,  at  leaft  to  my 
Indujiry, 

Above  all,  your  Lordfhip  will  be  careful  not  to 
wrong   my   Moral  Character  with    those'    under 

w^hofe 

P  "  The  ivhyper^  that,  to  greatnefs  ftill  too  ntar, 
"  Perhaps  yet  vibrates  on  his  Sov'reign's  ear." 

Epift.  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 
'  See  Letters  to  Bifliop  Atterbuky,  Lett.  jv. 
=  The  K.  andQ_. 
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whofe  Profedion  1  live,  and  through  whofe  Lenity 
alone  I  can  live  with  Comfort.  Your  Lordfhip,  I 
am  confident,  upon  confideration  will  think,  you 
inadvertently  went  a  little  too  far  when  yoU  reccom- 
mended  to  their  perufal,  arid  flrengthened  by  the 
weight  of  your  Approbation,  a  Libel^  mezin  in  its  re- 
flexions upon  my  poor j^gUre,  and  fcandalous  in  thofe 
on  my  Honour  and  Integrity :  wherein  1  was  repre- 
fented  as  "  an  Enemy  to  Human  Race,  a  Murderer 
"  of  Reputations,  and  a  Monjier  marked  by  God 
*'  like  Cain^  dcferving  to  wander  accuffed  through 
"  the  world." 

A  flrange  Pidure  of  a  Man,  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  enjoy  many  friends,  who  will  be  always 
remembered  as  the  firfl  ornaments  of  their  Age  and 
Country  ;  and  no  Enemies  that  ever  contrived  to  be 
heard  of,  except  Mr.  John  Dennis,  and  your  Lord- 
fhip :  A  Man,  who  never  wrote  a  line  in  which  the 
Religion  or  Gevernment  of  his  Country,  the  Royal 
Family,  or  their  Minijlry,  were  difrefpeflfully  men- 
tioned ;  the  Animofity  of  any  one  Party  gratified  at 
the  expence  of  another;  or  any  Cenfure  pad,  but 
upon  known  Vice,  acknowledged  Folly,  or  aggrejjing 
Impertinence.  It  is  with  infinite  pleafure  he  finds, 
that  fome  Men,  who  feem  ajhamed  and  afraid  of 
nothing  elfe,  are  fo  very  fenfible  of  his  Ridicule  :  And 
it  IS  for  that  very  rcafon  he  refolyes  (by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  your  Lordfliip's  good  leave) 
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That,  while  he  breathes,  no  rich  or  noble  knave 
Shall  walk  the  world  in  credit  to  his  grave. 

This,  he  thinks,  is  rendering  the  beft  Service  he  can 
to  the  Public,  and  even  to  the  good  Government 
of  his  Country  ;  and  for  this,  at  leaft,  he  may  de- 
ferve  fome  Countenance,  even  from  the  Greatest 
Persons  in  it.  Your  Lordfhip  knov^^s  of  Whom  I 
fpeak.  Their  Names  I  fhall  be  as  forry,  and  as  much 
alhamed  to  place  near  yours^  on  fuch  an  occafion,  as  I 
lliould  be  to  fee  Ton,  my  Lord,  placed  fo  near  their 
Persons,  if  you  could  ever  make  fo  ill  an  Ufe  of 
their  Ear  ^  as  to  afperfe  or  mifreprefent  any  innocent 
man. 

This  is  all  I  fhall  ever  afk  of  your  Lordfhip,  ex- 
cept your  pardon  for  this  tedious  Letter.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  equal  Refped  and  Concern, 

My  Lord, 

Your  truly  devoted  Servant, 

A.  POPE. 


Notwithstanding  Pope's  violent  agitation  and  anger  againft 
Lord  Hervey,  it  is  pleafing  to  fee  him  pay  a  handfome  compli- 
ment to  his  old  acquaintance,  Lady  Hervey  :  "  That  Lady, 
whom  your  Lordfhip  made  choice  of  to  be  the  mother  of  j'owr  own 
children  ;  whofe  meriiy  beauty^  and  'vhacity,  if  tranfmitted  to  your 
poRcrity,  will  be  a  bdler  prejent  than  even  the  noble  Hood  they 

derive  from  row." 

She 


'  "  Clofe  at  the  ear  of  Eve."     Ep.  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 
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She   had  by   Lord  Hervey  four  fons    and  four  daughters. 
Carohne,  the  youngeft  daughter,  is  mentioned  by  Churchill,  aa 
amply  inheriting  her  mother's  "  merit,  beauty,  and  vivacity." 
**  That  face,  that  formj  that  dignity,  that  eafe, 
Thofe  pow'rs  of  pleafing,  with  that  will  to  pleafe  ; 
By  which  Lepell,  wlien  in  her  youthful  days, 
Ev'n  from  the  currifh  Pope  extorted  praife^ 
We  fee  tranfmitted  in  her  daughter  fhine. 
And  view  a  new  Lepell  in  Caroline." 

That  her  wit  and  vivacity  remained,  when  her  bloom  of  beauty 
was  paft,  will  appear  from  the  following  original  Letter  from  her 
to  Dodington,  which  I  offer  as  a  curiofity  : 

«'  Paris,  Oa.  7th,  1755. 

**  I  did  not  venture  to  write  to  you  till  I  could  tell  you  with 
certainty  that  my  journey  was  fixed,  &c.  If  you  will  fend  the 
Porpus,  or  the  ambling  Dolphin  (for  I  do  not  chufe  the  IVhaks)^ 
I  {hall  prefer  them  to  the  Packet  boat,  &c. 

"  I  heard  laft  month  from  Mr.  Morris,  who  is  charmed  with 
your  houfe,  with  yourfelf,  and  with  your  reception  of  him.  You 
have,  by  your  kindnefs  to  him,  very  e£Fe£tually  obhged  two  very 
honejl,  fincere,  and  infignificant  people. 

"  I  received  a  few  days  ago,  with  the  greateft  pleafure,  the 
news  of  our  friend  Mr.  Fox's  being  in  the  fituation  I  have  fo  long 
wifhed  for  him.  I  believe  you  will  be  as  much  pleafed  with  it  as  I 
am  ;  and  1  am  fure  there  is  nothing  he  defires  more,  than  that  you 
(hould  be  fo  :  his  future  fituation  muH  chiefly  depend  on  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  firll  aft  of  adminiftration,  the  fupport  of  the  fubfidies 
to  Ruffia  and  Hefle-Caffel ;  the  chief,  nay,  probably,  the  only 
queftion  of  difpute  this  Seffions.  Whoever  therefore  wifhes  him 
well,  mud  and  will  join  him  in  the  fupport  of  that  meafure.  Judge, 
therefore,  how  much  I  defire  to  hear  you  will  be  of  that  number, 
&c. 

"  I  hope  at  my  return  1  (hall  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  all 
thefc  things  go  on  as  I  wifh,  and  the  pleafure  of  often  giving  a 
little  dinner  to  a  fmall  but  chofen  company,  of  which  you  can 
eafily  guefs  tiuo.  What  you  need  not  guefs,  but  be  fare  of,  is  the 
truth,  elleem,  and  regard,  with  which  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  humble  fcrvant." 

F  E  4  That 
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That  the  reader  may  judge  of  the  fpirit  of  fatiricial  abifftf, 
which  called  forth  this  indignant  reply,  I  have  thought  it  beft 
to  infert  the  moft  material  parts ;  from  which  he  will  be 
enabled  to  fee,  at  one  view,  Xht  force  of  the  Anfwer  to  the  feveral 
paffages.  It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  Pope  vras  the  aggreffor 
(notwithllanding  what  he  fays)  in  fatirifing  Lord  H.  as  Lord 
Fanny,  and  Lady  M.  W.  Montagu  as  Sappho  : 

VERSES  addrtjfed  to  the  Imitator  of  the  Jirfi  Satire  of  thefecond 
Book  of  Horace. 

"  In  two  large  cojumna  on  thy  motley  page. 
Where  Roman  wit  is  ftrip'd  with  Englifh  rage  j 
Where  ribaldry  to  fatire  makes  pretence, 
And  modern  fcandal  rolls  with  ancient  fenfe : 
Whilfl  on  one  fide  we  fee  how  Horace  thought  ; 
And  on  the  other  how  he  never  wrote : 
Who  can  believe,  who  view  the  bad,  the  good, 
That  the  dull  copyift  better  underftood 
That  fpirit,  he  pretends  to  imitate, 
Than  heretofore  that  Greek  he  did  tranflate  ? 


"  Thine  is  juft  fuch  an  image  of  his  pen. 
As  thou  thyfelf  art  of  the  fons  of  men  : 
Where  our  own  fpecies  in  burlefque  we  trace, 
A  fign-poft  likenefs  of  the  human  race  ; 
That  is  at  once  refemblancc  and  difgrace. 

**  Horace  can  laugh,  is  delicate,  is  clear. 
You  only  coarfely  rail,  or  darkly  fneer  : 
His  ftyle  is  elegant,  his  diftion  pure, 
\^Tiilft  none  thy  crabbed  numbers  can  endure  ; 
Hard  as  thy  heart ^  and  as  thy  birth  ohfcure. 


*'  Then  whilfl  with  coward  hand  you  ftab  a  name. 
And  try  at  leaft  t'  affaffinate  our  fame. 
Like  the  firfl  bold  affaflins  be  thy  lot. 
Ne'er  be  thy  guilt  forgiven,  or  forgot  ; 
But  as  thou  hat'ft,  be  hated  by  mankind, 
And  with  the  emblem  of  thy  crooked  mind, 
Mark'd  on  thy  back,  like  Cain,  by  God's  own  hand. 
Wander,  like  him,  accurfed  through  the  land." 


Extraff 
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Extras  from  the  Ep'tjlk  to  a  Dodor  of  Dmlnity  {Dr.  Sher-wln), 
[The  paffages  are  printed  in  Italics,  to  which  Pope  replies.] 

"  Guiklefs  of  thought,  each  Blockhead  may  conipofe 
This  nothmg-meaning  Verfe,  as  well  as  Profe  ; 
And  Pope  with  juftice  of  fuch  lines  may  fay. 
His  Lordfhip  "^ww  a  thoufand fuch  a  day,". 
Such  Pope  himfelf  might  write,  who  ne^er  could  thini. 
He  who  at  crambo  plays  with  pen  and  ink, 
And  is  call'd  Poet,  'caufe  in  rhyme  he  wrote 
What  Dacier  conftru'd,  and  what  Homer  thought. 

But  in  reality  this  jingler's  claim 

A  judge  of  writing  would  no  more  admit, 
Than  each  dull  Didionary's  claim  to  wit. 
That  nothing  gives  you  at  its  own  expence, 
But  a  few  modern  words  for  ancient  fenfe. 
*Tis  thus  whatever  Pope  writes,  he's  forc'd  to  g« 
To  beg  a  little  fenfe,  as  fchool-boys  do  : 
For  all- cannot  invent  who  can  tranflate, 
No  more  than  thofc  who  cl(^he  us  can  create. 
When  we  fee  Cdia  fhining  in  brocade, 
Who  thinks  'tis  Htnchdlff' zW.  the  beauty  made  ? 
And  Pope  in  his  beft  works  we  only  find, 
The  gaudy  Hmchclijfoi  a  beauteous  mind. 
To  bid  his  genius  work  without  that  aid. 
Would  be  as  much  miftaking  of  his  trade, 
As  'twould  to  bid  your  Hatter  make  a  head ; 
Since  this  Mechanic's,  like  the  other's  pains. 
Are  all  for  dre/fng  other  peopled  brains,"  &C. 


} 


This  is  **  Impar  congreffus  Achilli  V* 
.  I  ought  to  mention,  that  Mr.  Hayley  thinks  Pope  was  ro/  the 
aggreflbr  in  this  wretched  pcrfonal  bufinefs  ;  and  that  Lady  Mary^s 
Verfes  ought  to  be  fuppreffed.  From  all  I  have  read,  I  am  convinced 
Pope  luas  the  aggreffor.  Mr.  Hayley's  chief  argument  againft  the 
fuppofition,  is  Pope's  "  ipfe  dixit."  Valeat  quantum  valerepoleft  ; 
but  while  Pope's  fcandalous  couplet  remains,  I  do  not  fee  why  the 
*•  jiudi  alteram"  (hould  be  denied  to  the  Ladv. 
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NOTES  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 


ESSAY  ON  MAN. 
EPISTLE  1.    P.  II. 


Vcr.  41.     1  ONDER  argent  fields  above. — 

MtltorCi  phrafe,  in  Par.  Loft,  iii.  460. 

Not  in  the  neighb'ring  moon,  as  fome  have  drcam*d  ; 
Thofe  argent  fields  more  Hkely  habitants, 
Tranflated  faints  or  middle  fpirits,  hold. 

Ver.  43.  Of  fyftems  poffible,  if  'tis  confeft, 

That  Wifdom  Infinite  muft  from  the  beft. 
Where  all  muft  full  or  not  coherent  be, 
And  all  that  rifes,  rife  in  due  degree  ; 
Then,  in  the  fcale  of  reas'ning  life,  'tis  plain, 
There  muft  be,  fomewhere,  fuch  a  rank  as  Man. 
•*  Since  infinite  lu'tfdom  not  only  eftablifhed  the  end,  but  direfted 
"  the  means,  the  fyftem  of  the  univerfe  muft  neceffarily  be  the  beft 
'*  of  all  poffible  fyfiems  .^^ — — "  It  implies  no  contradifkion  to  fay, 
*'  that  God  made  a  fyftem  of  creation  infinitely  'wife^  and  the  befi  of 

"  all pojjibk  fyfiems.'* "  It  might  be  determined  in  the  divine 

••  ideas,  that  there  fhould  be  a  gradation  of  life  and  intelle^ 
"  throughout  the  univerfe.  In  this  cafe  //  was  necejfary,  that  then 
'■^  Jhould  be  fome  creatures*  cU  our  pitch  of  rationality — from  the  infe£t 
*'  up  to  man."  Bolingbrohj  Frag.  43  and  44.  Compare  belovr 
ver.  239  to  241. 

Again  in  Fragment  49.  "  If  a  gradation  of  animal  beings 
"  appeared  neceffary  or  fit — to  the  fupreme  or  divine  reafoa 
*'  and  intention — ;  why  fhould  not  we  be  the  creatures  we 
"  are?'' 

Ver.  51.   RefpeAing  man,  whatever  wrong  we  call, 
May,  muft  be  right,  as  relative  to  all. 
**  The  loweft  employments  to  which  legiflators  and  magiftrates 
"  fubjeft  fome  of  the  pcrfons  they  govern  in  political  focieties, 

7  *'  confidercd 
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"  confidered  as  parts  of  a  general  fyftem,  wherein  the  moft  minute 
*'  are  neceffary  to  make  the  whole  complete,  compofe  an  end 
*♦  worthy  of  them."     BoHngbroke,    Frag.  49. 

"  The  feeming  imperfedion  of  the  parts  is  neceffary  to  the  real 
*'  perfection  of  the  whole."     Frag.  50. 

Ver.  ^^.  In  human  works,  tho'  labour'd  on  with  pain, 

A  thoufand  movements  fcarce  one  purpofe  o-ain  ; 
In  God's,  one  fingle  can  its  end  produce, 
Yet  ferves  to  fecond  too  fome  other  ufe. 
So  Man,  who  here  feems  principal  alone, 
Perhaps  ads  fecond  to  fome  fphere  unknown. 
Touches  fome  wheel,  or  verges  to  fome  goal ; 
'Tis  but  a  part  we  fee,  and  not  a  whole. 
<'  We  labour  hard,  we  complicate  various  means  to  arrive  at  one 
•'  end  ;  and  feveral  fyftems  of  conduct  are  often  employed  by  us  to 
*'  bring  about yojKf  &«^  paultry  ^wr^o/2' ;  but  God  neither  contrives, 
**  nor  executes  like  man.     His   means  are  fimplc,  his  purpofes 
**  various  ;  and  the  fame  fyftem,  that  anfwers  the  greatcft,  an- 
**  fvvers  the  leaft."     Bohngbrokc,  Frag.  43. — Agaiu,  in  Frag. 63. 
*'  In  the  ivorks  of  men,  the  moft  complicated  fchemes  produce, 
*'  very  hardly  and  very  uncertainly,  one  fmgle  effeft  :  hi  the  'works 
**  of  God,  one ftngle  fcheme  produces  a  multitude  of  different  effetts,  and 
**  anfwers  an  immenfe  variety  of  purpofes." 

And  in  Frag.  43.  "  We  ought  to  confider  the  world  we  inhabit 
**  no  otherw^ife  than  as  a  little  nuheel  in  our  folar  fyftem  ;  nor  our 
*'  folar  fyftem  any  otherwife  than  as  a  little  but  larger  wheel  in 
*'  the  immenfe  machine  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  both  the  one  and  the 
*'  other  neceffary,  perhaps,  to  the  motion  of  the  whole,  and  to  the 
*'  pre-ordained  revolutions  in  it." 

Ver.  267.  All  are  but  parts  of  one  ftiipendous  whole, 
Whofe  body  Nature  is,  and  God  the  foul ; 
That  (chang'd  thro*  all,  and  yet  in  all  the  fame  ; 
Great  in  the  earth,  as  in  th'  asthereal  frame) 
Warms  in  the  fun,  refrefhes  in  the  breeze. 
Glows  in  the  ftars,  and  bloffoms  in  the  trees, 
Lives  thro'  all  life,  extends  thro'  all  extent. 
Spreads  undivided,  operates  unfpent. 
The  fentiments  of  this  paffage  are  not  original :  but  fucli  a  preg- 
nant concentration  of  them  into  poetic  numbers  of  the  moft  beau- 
tiful 


} 
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tiful  embclliniment  was  not  to  be  achieved  but  by  the  powers  of 
our  unrivalled  artift. 

A  paffage  from  Clemens  Alexandr'mus  will  not  be  unfeafonable 
here,  Strom,  ii.  feft.  19.  ed.  Oxon.  "  The  Stoics  aflert,  that 
"  Nature,  meaning  God,  'extends  even  to  plants,  and  feeds,  and 
"  trees,  and  flones."  And  our  Poet  is  certainly  indebted  to  the 
following  verfes  of  Mrs.  Chandler ^  on  Solitude  : 

Earth's  verdant  fcenes,  the  all-furrounding  ikies, 
Employ  my  wond'ring  thoughts,  and  feaft  my  eyes  ; 
Nature  in  ev'ry  objeft  points  the  road, 
Whence  Contemplation  wings  my  foul  to  God. 
He's  all  in  all :  his  wifdom,  goodnefs,  pow'r. 
Spring  in  each  blade,  and  bloom  in  ev'ry  flow'r ; 
Smile  o'er  the  meads,  and  bend  in  ev'ry  bill, 
GHde  in  the  ftream,  and  murmur  in  the  rill : 
All  Nature  moves  obedient  to  his  will : 
Heav'n  fliakes,  earth  trembles,  and  the  forefts  nod. 
When  awful  thunders  fpeak  the  voice  of  God. 
In  this  paffage  there  are  fome  lines  after  the  very  beft  manner  of 
Pope  himfelf.     Dryden,  in  the  State  of  Innocence,  where  he  imi- 
tates fome  well-known  lines  of  the  fixth  jEneid,  was  probably  alfo 
in  our  Poet's  recolleftion  :   A61  v. 

Where'er  thou  art,  he  is  ;  th'  eternal  mind 
Afts  thro'  all  places,  is  to  none  confin'd  ; 
Fills  ocean,  earth,  and  air,  and  all  above. 
And  thro'  the  univcrfal  mafs  does  move. 
Thefe  fublime  fcntiments  were  derived  from  the  Greek  philofo- 
phers,  and  may  be  found  in  Cicero,  Virgil,  Lucan,  Apuleius,  and 
many  others. 

Ver.  285.  Submit. — In  this,  or  any  other  fphere. 

Secure  to  be  as  bleft  as  thou  canll  bear : 

Safe  in  the  hand  of  one  difpojing  pow'r. 

Or  in  the  natal,  or  the  mortal  hour. 

'*  If  death  tranflate  us,  we  change  our  ftate,  but  we  are  ftill  the 

"  creatures  of  the  fame  God.     He  made  us  to  be  happy  here  ;  he 

"  may  make  us  happy  in  another  fyftem  of  being."     Boling- 

broke,  Fragm.  51.     And  again  foon  after  :  "  Let  the  tranquillity 

"  of  my  mind  reft  on  this  immoveable  rock,  that  my  future,  as 

"  well  as  my  prefent,  ftate  is  ordered  by  an  almighty  and  all-wife 

"  Creator." 
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**  Creator.'*  And  in  Fragm.  67.  "  Be  there  two  worlds,  or 
*'  be  there  twenty,  the  fame  God  is  the  God  of  all ;  and,  where- 
*'  ever  we  are,  we  are  equally  in  his  power.'* 


EPISTLE  II.    P.  67,. 

Vcr.  3.  Plac'd  on  this  ifthmus  of  a  middle  ftate  ; 
A  being  darkly  wife,  and  rndely  great. 
This  is  a  pleafing  variation  from  the  fimiiitude  of  hi&  preceptor ; 
which,  however,  might  probably  fuggeft  the  former  claufe  of  the 
fecond  verfe.  **  This  is  the  condition  of  humanity.  We  are  placed 
**  as  it  were,  in  an  intelleSual  twilig/jl,  where  we  difcover  but  few 
**  things  clearly,  and  none  entirely  ;  and  yet  fee  juft  enough  to 
*'  tempt  us  with  the  hope  of  making  better  and  more  difcoverics.'* 
Bolingbroke's  Letters  to  Pope. 

Ver.  23.  Go,  foar  with  Plato  to  th'  empyreal  fphere. 
To  the  firft  good,  firfl.  perfeft,  and  firft  fair. 
It  w^s  the  opinion  of  Plato  and  his  followers,  that  every  thin^^ 
excellent  or  great  in  man  and  the  univerfe,  and  even  the  univerfe 
itfelf,  were  but  adumbrations  of  the  perfeft  archetypes  of  excel- 
lence, previoufly  exifting  in  the  divine  mind,  and  emanations  from 
it.  The  reader  will  find  fome  pleafing  ilhiftrations  of  this  dc£lrinc 
in  Spencer*s  Hymn  to  Heavenlie  Beauty,  and  in  the  eighteenth 
fong  of  Drummond's  Poems,  part  ii.  but  the  pafTages  are  too  long 
for  quotation  in  this  place.  This  notion  will  refledl  light  on 
Milton's  Par.  Loft,  vii.  55^7.  where  the  expreffion  derives  it*6 
colouring  from  that  Platonic  theory  : 

Thence  to  behold  this  new  created  world, 
Th'  addition  of  his  empire ;  how  it  fhow'd 
In  profpeft  from  his  throne,  how  good,  how  fair  : 
j^nfivering  his  great  idea^ 

EPISTLE  III.    P.  loi. 

Ver.  45.  While  man  exclaims,  *'  See  all  things  for  my  ufe  I'* 
See  man  for  mine !"   exclaims  a  pamper'd  goofe. 
Cowley,  in  his  Plagues  of  ^gypt,  ftanza  i. 
All  creatures  the  Creator  faid  were  thine  : 
No  creature  but  might  fince  fay,  "  Man  is  mine  P' 

a  paffage 
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a  pafTagc,  which  our  poet  might  have  in  view  ;  as  well  as  Gay^  in 
fable  49.  part  i.  where  the  fentiment  itfelf  is  happily  iUuftratcd 
throughout : 

When  with  huge  figs  the  branches  bend, 

When  clufters  from  the  vine  depend, 

The  Snail  looks  round  onjlo'w'r  and  tree, 

And  cries,   *'   All  thefe  luere  made  for  me  !  " 
♦'  The  hypothefis,  that  aifumes  the  world  made  for  man,  and  man 
"  folely  to  be  happy,  is  not  founded  in  reafon,  and  is  contradicted 
'*  by  experience,"     Bolingbroke,  Fragm.  43. 

Ver.  112.  On  mutual  wants  built  mutual  happinefs. 
**.  We  arc  defigned  to  be  focial,  not  folitary  creatures.  Mutual 
"  wants  unite  us :  and  natural  benevolence  and  political  order,  on 
**  which  our /»a/i/>/Hf/r  depends,  are  founded  in  them."  Bolhigbroket 
Fragm.  51.    So  Gray,  very  beautifully,  in  his  unfinifhed  Eflay  : 
"  While  mutual  wifhcs,  mutual  woes,  tndear  ; 
The  focial  fmile,  and  fympathetic  tear." 

Ver.  124.  They  love  themfelves,  a  third  time,  in  thtir  race. 
**  As  our  parents  loved  themfelves  in  \n,fo  ive  love  our/elves  in  our 
**  children,  and  in  thofe  to  whom  we  arc  mod  nearly  related  by 
**  blood.  Thus  far  in(lin£l  improves  felf-love.  Realoii  improves  it 
*'  further.  We  love  ourfelves  in  cur  neighbours  and  in  our 
**  friends. — We  love  ourfelves  in  loving  the  political  body  whofc 
**  members  we  are  ;  and  we  love  ourfelves,  when  we  extend  our 
**  benevolence  to  all  mankind."  Bolinghroke,  Fragm.  51.  with 
which  compare  below,  ver.  134. 

Ver.  249.  She,   'midll   the  lightning's  blaze,   and  thunder's 
found, 
When  rock'd  the  mountains,  and  when  groan'd  the 

ground. 
She  taught  the  weak  to  bend,  the  proud  to  pray, 
To  Pow'r  unfeen,  and  mightier  far  than  they. 
This  is  exaftly  Lucretius,  v.  12 17. 

Praetcrc'a,  cui  non  animus  formidine  Divum 
Contrahitur,  cui  non  conrepunt  membra  pavore, 
Fulminis  horribili  cum  plaga  torrida  tellus 
Contremit,  et  magnum  percurrunt  murmura  ccclum  ? 
Non  populi  gentefque  tremunt,  regefque  fuperbi —  ? 
Denique,  fi^b  pedibus  tellus  cum  tota  vacillat, 

TOL.  m.  F  F  Concuffaeque 
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Concuflaeque  cadunt  urbes,  dubiaeque  minantnr  ; 
Quid  minim,  ii  fe  temnunt  mortalia  fecla, 
Atque  poteftates  magnas  mirafqiie  relinquunt 
In  rebus  vireis  Divum ,  quae  cunda  gubernent  ? 
What  bofom  fhrinks  not  with  an  awe  divine, 
Whofe  flefti  with  terrour  creeps  not,  when  the  ground, 
Smit  with  the  llroke  of  thunder,  flaming,  (hakes. 
And  murmurs  roll  through  the  long  vault  of  heaven  ? 
Quake  not  whole  nations  with  their  haughty  kings  ? 
When  Earth's  broad  furface  rocks  beneath  our  feet. 
When  crafhing  cities  fall,  or  tottering  threat, 
What  wonder,  if  frail  man  himfelf  defpife  ; 
If  wpnd'rous  powers,  and  vaft,  tc  Gods  he  give, 
To  guide  this  univerfe  with  bdundlefs  fw?.y  ? 


EPISTLE  IV.  P.  145. 

Ver.  107.  Why  drew  Marfeilles'  good  bifliop  purer  breath, 
When  Nature  ficken'd,  and  each  gale  was  death  ? 
Or  why  fo  long  (in  life  if  long  can  he) 
Lent  Heav'n  a  parent  to  the  poor  and  me  ? 
Archbifhop  Sheldon,  and  others,   nrtuft  fliare  in  this  praife  of  the 
good  bifhop  of  Marfeilles  ;  fee  Pennant's  Lordon,  p.  .5 28.  and  the 
two  minifters  of  Tidefwell  in  Derbyfhire  ;  fee  Dr.  Aikin's  Environs 
of  Manchefter,   p.  485.     And  in    the    former  couplet  our  poet 
might  profit  from  feme  anonymous  verfe$  in  DrydetCi  Mifcellanies, 
vi.  p.  76. 

When  Nature JiclenSi  and  with  fainting  breath 
Struggles  beneath  the  bitter  pangs  of  death  : 
as  the  third  verjfc  is  a  palpable  imitation  of  Flrgll,  ./En.  x.  861, 
Rhoebe,  diu^  res Jl  qua  d'tu  morlal'ibus  ulla  efly 
Viximus. 

O  Rhcebus,  we  have  liv'd  too  long  for  me. 
If  life  and  long  were  terms  that  could  agree,  Drydcn. 

Ver.  289.   In  hearts  of  kings  or  arrrjs  of  queens  who  lay. 
How  happy  thofe  to  ruin,  thefc  betray  ! 
Mark  by  what  wretched  dtps  their  glory  grows. 
From  dirt  and  fta-weed  as  proud  Venice  rofe  j 
In  each  how  guilt  and  greatnefs  equal  ran, 
And  all  that  rais'd  the  Hero,  funk  the  Man. 

Now 
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Mow  Europe's  laurels  on  their  brows  behold, 
But  ftalu'd  with  blood,  or  ill-exchang'd  for  gold. 
Tlicn  fee  them  broke  with  toils,  or  funk  in  eafe. 
Or  infamous  for  plundtr'd  provinces. 
Oh  wealth  ill-fated  !  which  no  a^  of  fame 
E'er  taught  to  fhine,  or  fanftifyed  from  fhame  ! 
What  greater  blifs  attends  theif-clofe  of  life? 
Some  greedy  minion,  or  imperious  wife, 
Tile  trophy'd  arches,  ftory'd  halls  invade, 
And  hain'.t  their  flumbers  in  tlie  pompous  (hadr. 
Alas !   not  dazzled  with  their  noon-tide  ray, 
Compute  the  morn  and  cv'ning  to  the  day  ; 
The  whole  amount  of  that  enormous  fame, 
A  tale,  that  blends' their  glory  with  their  (hame  ! 
I  have  extrafted  the  whole  of  this  fuUime  inve£live,  that  the  par- 
ticular afpe£l  of  our  fatirifl  on  the  circumftances  of  Marlborough^ s 
life  may  be  more  dillindly  feen  amidll  this   general  cenfure  of 
military  glories. 

The  fecond  claufe  of  the  firft  verfe,  and  the  fecond  couplet,  relate 
to  his  intrigue  with  the  Duchefs  of  Cleveland.,  for  which  I  refer 
the  reader  to  the  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  iii.  p.  56J,  or  LedU 

ard's  hfe,  pp.  i8  and  19. 

The  third  and  fourth  couplets  have  a  view  to  his  fuppofed  pe- 
culation as  commander  in  chief,  and  his  prolongation  of  the  war 
on  this  account,  to  which  we  muft.  refer  alfo  the  difcarded  variation 
at  his  firft  Moral  Eflay,  vcr.  86. 

Triumphant  leaders,  at  an  army's  head, 
Hemm'd  round  with  glories,  pilfer  cloth  or  bread  : 
As  meanly  plunder,  as  they  bravely  fought ; 
Now  favc*a  people, ^nd  now  fave  a  groat. 
The  fixth  couplet  is  explained  by  that  charge  of  avarice  which  is 
ufually  brought  againit  him,  and  which  gave  rife  to  that  epigram 
upon  the  bridge  in  Blenheim -Park  : 

The  fpacious  arch  his  vart:  ambition  fhows  ; 
The  ftream  an  emblem  of  his  bounty  flows. 
The  application  of  the  following  lines  to  his  Duchefs,  the  palace 
at  Blenheim,  and  his  fecond  infancy,  fo  finely  touched  by  Johnfon 
in  his  Vanity  of  Human  Wiflies,  is  too  obvious  to  need  more 
than  a  fimple  admonition  to  dired  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

»  p  a  TH£ 
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THE  UNIVERSAL  PRAYER.     P.  197. 

Ver.  17.  What  bleffings  thy  free  bounty  gives. 
Let  me  not  caft  away  ; 
For  God  is  paid  when  Man  receives  : 
T'  enjoy  is  to  obey. 

jithetittiut  in  his  compilations,  ii.  3.  quotes  a  paffage  from  Alexis» 
which  contains  a  pleafing  fentiment  of  the  fame'  complexion,  as 
follows : 

Let  Fortune's  fav'rites  in  broad  funfhine  live. 

And  God's  benignity  difplay  to  all. 

Then,  only  then,  the  bounteous  Donor  reaps 

His  recompenfe,  when  man  enjoys  the  boon. 

The  niggard  and  penurious,  who  fhuts  up 

The  ftores  coeleftial  with  clofe-handed  care. 

He  views  difpleas'd,  and  foon  withdraws  the  gift. 

Ver.  49.  To  thee,  whofe  temple  is  all  fpace, 
Whofe  altar,  earth,  fea,  fl<ies. 

Lucan,  ix.  578.  has  an  admirable  paflage  of  this  kindt 
Ellne  Dei  fede8,nifi  terra,  et  pontus,  et  acr, 
Et  coelum,  et  virtus  ?  Supcros  quid  quaerimus  ultra  ? 
Jupiter  eft  quodcunque  vides,  qnocunque  moveris, 
~     Is.  there  a  place,  that  God  would  choofe  to  love 
Btyond  this  earth,  the  feas,  yon  heaven  above, 
And  virtuous  minds,  the  nobleft  throne  of  Jove  ? 
Why  feek  we  farther  then  ?  Behold  around. 
How  all  thou  fceft  does  with  the  God  abound  ; 
Jove  is  alike  in  all»  and  always  to  be  found. 


} 
} 
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MORAL   ESSAYS. 

EPISTLE  I.    P.  207. 

Vt-r.  256.  EhcUo  was  defigned  for  Sir  Charles  Dunctmhe  of 
Helmfley ;  who  is  alluded  to  again  in  Imitations  of  Horace^  ii. 
Sat.  ii.  fin. 

And  Helmjley,  once  proud  Buckingham's  delight, 
Slides  to  a  fcriv'ner,  or  a  city  knight : 
and  who  divided  his  eftates  in  Yorkihire  and  Wilts  among  different 
branches  of  his  family.     B. 

See  note  A.  in  the  Biog.  Brit.  Art.  Duncombe  IVlUtam. 


EPISTLE  II.    P.  245. 

Ver.  17.  Come  then,  the  colours  and  the  ground  prepare ! 
Dip  in  the  rainbow,  trick  her  off  in  air ; 
Chufe  a  firm  cloud,  before  it  fall,  and  in  it 
Catch,  e'er  fhe  change,  the  Cynthia  of  this  minute. 
This  paffage,  of  elegance  fo  exquifitely  curious,  is  indebted  for 
the  original  conception  to  Coiuky,  David,  ii.  807. 
This  he  with  flarry  vapours  fpangles  all. 
Took  in  their  prime,  e'er  they  gro-w  ripe  and  fall : 
Of  a  ne<u>  ralnboivy  e'er  It  fret  or  fade y 
The  choicefl  piece  took  out,  the  fcarf  is  made. 


EPISTLE  IIL     P.  271. 

Ver.  127.  The  crown  of  Poland,  venal  twice  an  age, 
To  juft  three  millions  dinted  modeft  Gage. 
But  nobler  fcenes  Maria's  dreams  unfold. 
Hereditary  realms,  and  worlds  of  gold. 
Congenial  fouls  !  whofe  life  one  av'rice  joins, 
And  one  fate  buries  in  th*  Afturian  mines. 
A  Mr.  Gage,  of  Sir  Thomas   Gage's  family,  of  Hengrave,  I 
think,  near  Bury,  Suffolk ;  and  Lady  Maiy  Herbert  (daughter 
of  the  Marcjuis  of  Powis),  whofe  mother  was  a  natural  daughter 

of 
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of  James  II. ;  whence  the  phrafe  hereditary  realms.  In  Bowles's 
Travels  into  Spain,  is  fome  account  of  this  fcheme  of  working  the 
Afturian  mines.     B. 


Ver.  291.  When  Hopkins  dies,  a  thoufand  lights  attend 
The  wretch,  who  Hving  fav'd  a  candle's  end. 
Edmund   Boulter,  Efq.  executor  to  Vulture  Hopkins,  made  fo 
fplendid  a   funeral    for  him,    that    the   expcnces    amounted   to 
.7666I.     B. 

Ver.  333.  Cutler  and  Brutus,  dying,  both  exclaim, 

"  Virtue  !  and  Wealth  !  what  are  ye  but  a  name  ?" 
Dion  CaJJius,  xlvii.  49.  "  Brutus  made  an  effort  to  force  his  way 
*'  from  the  ftrong  pofition>  whither  he  had  retreated,  into  the 
*'  camp  ;  but,  finding  this  imprafticable  and  learning  that  fomc 
**  of  his  foldiers  had  fubmitted  to  the  conquerors,  he  abandoned 
••  himfelf  to  defpair  :  but,  difdaining  captivity,  he  rcfolved  on 
•'  death  ;  and  defired  fome  of  his  attendants  to  difpatch  him, 
*'  after  he  had  repeated  with  a  loud  voice  that  exclamation  of 
"  Hercules,  in  the  Tragedy  : 

**  Ah  !  haplefs  Virtue  !   deem'd  a  truth  by  me  ; 

"  But  Fortune's  flave  thou  wert,  and  a  mere  empty  name." 


EPISTLE  IV.    P.  321. 

Ver.  1  r^.  Grove  nods  at  grove,  each  alley  has  a  brother. 
And  half  the  platform  juft  reflefts  the  other. 
An  author  of  congenial  tafte  ;  and,  on  a  fimilar  fubjed,  has.  made 
ufe  of  this  moll  happy  couplet : 

And  fcatter'd  clumps,  that  nod  at  one  another, 
Each  ftiffly  waving  at  its  formal  brother. 

*  Landfcape,  ii.  6. 
a  poem,  which  the  elegant  and  ingenious  author,  by  a  few  left utes 
on  verfification,  relative  to  modts  of  expreluon  too  undignified  for 
poetry,  and  a  languifliing  imbecillity  of  numbers,  would  foon  pohfh 
into  greater  excellence.  The  addrefs  of  Sir  Edward  Winnington 
is  an  admirable  fpecimen  of  fine  tafte  and  noble  ientiment. 

Ver. 


Mr.  Knight's  Poem. 


NOTES  AND  OBSERVATIONS.  439 

Ver.  149.  The  foft  Dean  is  faid  to  be  Dr.  Alured  Clarke,  Dean 
of  Peterborough.     B. 

Vec.  204.  Thefe  are  imperial  wovks,   and  worthy  kings. 
From  Z)/-j'</^/j's  Virgil,  vi,  11 77. 

Thofe  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee. 
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